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PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

I have just returned from the club’s end of year trip to Lake Otamangakau, chased away on 

Sunday by some threatening weather. On the whole however, everyone had a great time 

with some excellent fish being caught. One of our newer members, Gary Bolstad, was 
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thrilled to catch the best fish of his life, a 6.5lb Brown. A good “standard” big O trout but 

for a native of Minnesota, an impressive result. Congratulations Gary! 

 

While I have often referred to the amazing “after dark” fishing on Otamangakau, things 

were definitely quieter this year in terms of fish activity but in contrast, the re-emergence 

of the frog croaking was very encouraging. In recent years they seemed to have almost 

disappeared but judging by the cacophony of noise emanating from the weed beds, there 

should be shoals of tadpoles being produced to feed the hungry trout. Club member, Leon 

Bathurst, did use a black “taddie” fly to catch a lovely rainbow in the dark.  

 

On Saturday, a couple of the Turangi office DOC rangers visited anglers on the lake in 

their little Stabicraft “Whio” ( the Blue Duck) and reported that the majority of anglers had 

caught a number of fish with most catching and releasing. There was a definite pattern of 

activity with some fishing from various forms of water-craft while others waded the 

margins stalking feeding browns in the narrow area between the lake edge and the 

beginning of the weed banks in water that was sometimes only a few inches deep. 

 

There were stories of epic battles and failures with Simon Hoole being “smashed” on the 

take by a huge fish. My own story of failure involved my solitary visit to little Lake Te 

Whaiau just up from the road bridge, where I picked up something massive in the dark 

which then proceeded in the direction of the lake down the entrance canal almost emptying 

my reel down to the last of the backing before, thankfully, the hook pulled so no damage 

done, although it did take a while for my pulse to return to a more normal level. 

 

We will be running another club trip to Lake Otamangakau in 2020 on the last weekend in 

March (27, 28 & 29) so you might like to check your diaries. By then, the insect life is 

generally prodigious and at growth rates of a centimetre a month, the fish are big and fatter. 

 

Our last meeting for the year will be our Christmas function on the 17th December at the 

Birkenhead RSA. As usual, there will be a casting competition with prizes for distance and 

accuracy and also a number of door prizes. Catering is being provided by the RSA kitchen 

starting around 8.00pm so please note an earlier than normal start time of 7.00pm in order 

to accommodate the casting competition. 

 

If you are unable to attend, may I wish you and your families a very safe and enjoyable 

holiday break and a successful summer of fishing. I hope to see you at our first meeting of 

the New Year on February 18th.  

 

Dave Symes, 

President. 
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FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

The Waikato area streams are fishing well with the water levels and temperature still 

running at spring rather than full summer conditions. Also there is plenty of insect life with 

Caddis and Mayfly buzzing around in good numbers. Another plus is that the Trout are 

definitely looking up. Flies to use, size 14 Royal Wulfs or attractor Stimulators for the dries 

and size 14-16 Pheasant Tail variants for the nymphs. 

 

No report from the Coromandel rivers, but they still appear to be running quite low so 

target the pocket water on the Ohinemuri and the aerated and shaded water on the other 

smaller streams. 

Andrew managed to shoot out after a full day working down the line and managed this fat 

Rainbow for the smoker as well as several midstream releases. Not a bad way to finish 

your day. Photo courtesy of Andrew MacPherson. 

 

Rotorua  

The Ngongotaha and the Waiteti are both open again! If you have been down there please 

let us know how you went at the Club Night next week. 
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Lake Rerewhakaaitu is fishing well and has dropped a little so some shoreline fishing has 

been opened up again.  

 

Russell headed down for a 

jigging session at Lake Rotoiti 2 

weeks ago and although it wasn’t 

red hot they still kept 6 fat fish up 

to 7pds. All of them were bright 

orange fleshed and will make 

excellent eating. Flies that 

worked best were Yellow Lady 

and Grey Ghost and the best 

results were around the 30m 

mark. 

 

Russell with one of the ‘little 

ones’. Photo courtesy of Russell 

Nelson.  

 

 

Taupo Region 

If you are on the Tongariro 

around dusk and it is a relatively 

still night then prepare for some 

excellent evening rises and some 

superb fishing. If it is windy and cold then stay inside and pour yourself a drink.  

 

Believe it or not there are still some fresh fish running the Tongariro but obviously not in 

big numbers. Regardless this can be a great time to hit the river and you can start to catch 

some big Browns from Christmas onwards. My personal best Brown for Taupo was caught 

on January 2nd on a dry and dropper rig in 3ft of water.  

 

Lake Otamangakau is full of fish and most are in fairly good condition. As Dave said above 

they will be fantastic come the Club Trip in late March. Personally I found the fishing to 

be up and down with plenty taking our flies on Thursday afternoon and all day Friday but 

then closing their mouths for long periods on Saturday. Still, that is exactly what you would 

expect on this fishery and when they did bite it was sensational, and when they didn’t it 

was still a stunning place to be spending the day. Club Member John Gausden was on the 

Trip and has posted this short video https://youtu.be/lOzKTvpauM4 . It gives you an idea 

of the beauty of the lake and the quality of the fish.   

https://youtu.be/lOzKTvpauM4
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Dave MacLellan and overseas visitor Paul Cranage fished Lake Rotoaira on Saturday and 

it was fishing well with Dave boating good numbers of fish and Paul landing his first ever 

Trout. Just remember if you fish this Lake you need to get a separate day licence as well 

as your Taupo licence.  

  

 

Paul Cranage 

with his first 

ever Trout, 

taken fly-

fishing Lake 

Rotoaira. He 

had a great 

couple of days 

out with Dave 

MacLellan.  

Photo 

courtesy of 

Paul 

Cranage. 

 

 

Saltwater Report 

As with all fishing rumours they can be absolute gold or just that, rumours. Word is that 

the Rat Kings are back and the Snapper are starting to show up in close, not in big numbers 

but there are some there,  

 

Fishy Tales  

One never to be named Club Member on the Big O Trip was seen to turn his 8wt Rio Gold 

fly line into two new lines, a level 6wt and a Shooting Head 8wt. Tip to remember, always 

check were your fly line is before putting the engine into gear, Doh! 

 

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had a series of instructional videos. It was a very enjoyable evening and 

thank you again Barrie for putting them together. 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 17th DECEMBER 7.00 PM  

 

This month we have our regular Christmas get together. Things will kick off with a friendly 

casting competition at 7pm, this is ½ an hour earlier than normal. At the conclusion of the 

casting we will be enjoying a repast of delicious finger food as well as a few prizes to 

award.  

 

WE HAVE MOVED. 

 

This month is our sixth Club Night at the Birkenhead RSA. 

The address is: Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead.  

 

To enter you can either go through the front doors, continue straight ahead and then take 

the stairs (or lift) on your right to go downstairs. Alternatively, you can walk downhill 

around the back of the RSA and come in through the side doors that lead directly into the 

Meeting Room. 

 

Refreshments are available at the main Bar upstairs, immediately on your right as you enter 

through the main front doors. There is plenty of parking. 

 

This month’s Meeting we are having a series of excellent instructional videos that are full 

of useful tips no matter what level your fish catching abilty may be. 

 

This is sure to be an enjoyable night and we hope to see you there.  

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

The sun never sets on the brown trout empire. 

Kirk Deeter - flyfishfood.com 

 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   
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with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Matt Meikle  Available both week days and 09 908 1909 

   Weekends    027 285 7521  

John Gausden  Time limited - weekends   021704373 

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie  john@st-classic.com   

barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota  

- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater  

but keen to learn more on the rivers       

John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

   joan10@live.com   09 415 4919  

Barry Schultz    Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp  09 4159692  

merc used mostly for SW fishing. e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz 

    Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that  

provides transport, accommodation  

& meals etc. whilst camped riverside  

or beach front, plus is currently  

being fitted out to carry a three person 

inflatable with a 4 hp motor.  

Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome. 

 

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition 

with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to 

iconp@ihug.co.nz  

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD 

 

Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the 

Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly 

caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy 

Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes 

long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out. 

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:john@st-classic.com
mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:bardot@xtra.co.nz
mailto:iconp@ihug.co.nz
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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Leon at it again with a beautiful butter yellow Brownie caught stalking the shore of the 

Big O. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole. 

 

 

INFORMATION SHARING  
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for 

some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects. 

Member Speakers 

Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own 

Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so. 

 

Some subjects could be: 

Local fishing spots. 

National / Taupo fishing regulations. 
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Riparian rights, access. 

Clothing and equipment ideas / tips. 

Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies. 

 

So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all. 

 

 

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST 

 

As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store 

and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for 

is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last 

weekend and … .’   So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie 

on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

In the mornings, when the grasses were still wet with a bright silver sheen and the 

antelope fled and the curlew flew ahead of us as we rattled along the rutted and pitted 

track across the benches down to the river, we always felt the nervous tingling of 

expectation. 

Nick Lyons 

 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM.  

 

For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John 

Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com . 

 

 

CLUB TROPHIES 

 

Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club 

Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Roy Richardson. 

 

Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person 

who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this 

happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.  

 

Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member 

during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the 

Lake Pupuke fishery. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst. 

 

I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most 

species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is 

Simon Hoole. 

 

Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days. 

One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole. 

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy. Current holder is Simon Hoole. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
mailto:john.cuthbe@gmail.com
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FOR SALE 

 

Just a reminder, if you ever have any Fishing Gear you are keen to sell then the Club is 

happy to put something in the Newsletter for you. 

 

 
FOR SALE 

Pelin 12ft Plywood Dingy -  

8hp Mercury Outboard 

2 Tanks – 11lts each 

Oars – Life Jackets – Anchors – Seats 

(09) 418 3634 – Ask for Les 

$3750- 

 

 

FLY TYING TUITION 

 

Are You Interested In Fly Tying? 
 

On Tuesday the 3rd we had our fourth Fly Tying Tuition Session at the RSA.  

 

Initially these classes are more for those who are beginning or have done very little fly 

tying.  We are starting with basic nymph patterns, this month it was Hare and Coppers, and 

Pheasant Tail Nymphs, and then move on to other patterns like wee wets and streamers.  
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The Class is held in the small meeting room upstairs at the Birkenhead RSA once a month, 

on the first Tuesday of the month, and starts at 7pm.  

  

For participants the only requirement is to turn up, bringing a fly tying vise if you have 

one. For the evening tuition, everything else, materials, hooks etc. will be provided.  

 

The provision of materials requires that the club knows before each evening the number of 

members that will be attending. So please register your interest by email to 

barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi by 29NOV19.  A follow up email will be sent directly to those 

who register their interest by that date. 

 

The first months Fly Tying Tuition in action. 

 

 

RODD & GUNN TROPHY – STILLWATER SECTION 

  

The Stillwater section of the Rodd & Gunn Trophy was held late last month at Lake 

Rerewhaakaitui. This competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy, and this year it was won by Simon Hoole. Second place was Warren Derrick 

and third was Lloyd Altham.                       

 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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Unlike some recent Club Stillwater Comps this time the competitors were blessed with  

reasonable numbers of hungry Trout keen on taking the fly, with most hooking into solid 

fish. Add to this some stunning weather and a beautiful location and a good day on the 

Lake was had. Congratulations to Simon for his win, he will be hard to overtake in the 

River section of the Comp. 

 

 

Another Lake another successful day for Simon. This fat Rainbow was taken stalking the 

shorelines of Lake Otamangakau last weekend. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole. 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2020 

 

January – Mohaka River 2020 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes – 28th 29th FEB 1st MAR 2020 

March – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip 2020 

March – Lake Otamangakau – 27th 28th 29th MAR 2020 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 2020 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2020 

November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2020 

November – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested) 

December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2020 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

FEBRUARY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA 

 

This year’s February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the 

weekend of Thursday 27th, Friday 28th, Saturday 29th February and Sunday the 1st of March. 

We will again be staying at the Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $105.00 each, which 

will cover 2 nights’ accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you 

want to come down on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $45 to make it 

$150.00. 

If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money 

to the Club in any of the normal ways.  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga 

as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing 

address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com 

 

 

SALTWATER EXCURSIONS 

 

The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been 

raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact 

Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar 

destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised 

at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes 

(dssymes@xtra.co.nz). 

 

 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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Dennis with a lovely Rerewhakaaitu Rainbow that followed him home for Dinner. Photo 

courtesy of Phil Gates. 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

One day a rather inebriated ice fisherman drilled a hole in the ice and peered into the hole 

and a loud voice from above said, “There are no fish down there.” 

 

He walked several yards away and drilled another hole and peered into the hole and again 

the voice said, “There’s no fish down there.” 

 

He then walked about 50 yards away and drilled another hole and again the voice said, 

“There’s no fish down there.” 

 

He looked up into the sky and asked, “God, is that you?” 

 

“No, you idiot,” the voice said, “its the rink manager.” 
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LAKE FISHING TIPS BY JOHN BELL 

10 years ago John Bell, member of the NZ Fly-fishing Team, did a talk to us about Lake 

fishing. With the summer coming up and hopefully a number of us going to be spending 

time near one lake or another, we though this may be helpful. Many thanks to John Bell, 

the original author and to Lloyd Altham who managed to find the original presentation. 
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AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Update On The Whakapapa Intake Road Access 

New Zealand Walking Access Commission has been working diligently on the Whakapapa 

Intake Road access but have not made any progress to date. 

We know the crown has a right of way in gross over the road and that the right of way was 

included in the Ngati Tuwharetoa settle agreement. 

Nothing but the owner listed on the title of the property has changed in this situation so 

there should be driving access to the Whakapapa Intake Road. 

The holdup in terms of opening the gate is with Department of Conservation who still have 

not responded to enquiries from the Walking Access Commission.  

Fish & Game staff have also left messages with the DOC Taupo office for clarity and are 

awaiting a response. 
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Fish & Game would like to make a correction to our last update, the Walking Access 

Commission informed us they have not yet engaged with the new owners of the 

Whakapapa Intake Road.   

However, the easement is clearly listed in the settlement documents and the sign on the 

gate does not reflect the easement 

on the property title. 

Unfortunately, there is no penalty 

for blocking public access. 

Although you can be charged for 

trespassing on private land there is 

currently no way to punish 

landowners who block legal public 

access.  

Right: Adam Daniel fishing the 

Whakapapa Intake Road. 

In one recent example it took over a year to get a landowner to remove a no trespassing 

sign from a paper road that led to a popular fly fishing river in the Waikato Region. 

To make matters worse you can be charged for destroying property if you cut a lock or 

destroy a no trespassing sign even if they are being used to block public access. 

We hope that bringing some light to this obstruction of public access may prompt the 

Government to level the playing field in terms giving equal weight to penalties for blocking 

access and trespassing.   

Trout Habitat Map  

Fish and game staff are updating the Waikato Regional trout habitat map .  

The map is used to show where trout are located but it is unfortunately incomplete, so staff 

are slowly updating it. 

You can view the map on the Waikato Regional Councils Water Classification mapping 

page 

https://waikatomaps.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=11b87e5bebb14ca2a8b4a39ef8

be87cb .  

https://waikatomaps.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=11b87e5bebb14ca2a8b4a39ef8be87cb
https://waikatomaps.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=11b87e5bebb14ca2a8b4a39ef8be87cb
https://waikatomaps.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=11b87e5bebb14ca2a8b4a39ef8be87cb
https://waikatomaps.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=11b87e5bebb14ca2a8b4a39ef8be87cb
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If you see a stream that 

has trout in it that is not 

listed let us know.   

Adam Daniel, 

Auckland/Waikato Fish 

& Game Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTERN REEL LIFE NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Conditions are proving to be ideal for river anglers in the Eastern Fish & Game region 

currently with moderate flows and warming temperatures putting fish into a feeding mood. 

Insect populations are obviously on the rise and the mild winter conditions experienced 

during 2019 are likely to have enabled good growth and wild fish survival. 

Gisborne’s Rex Richards has reported some nice bags of fish from the Waioeka and Opato 

rivers and good fish numbers in the Motu River, although clear-water conditions are 

requiring the use of light tippets. 

Remaining on the East coast – Lake Waikaremoana anglers are reporting excellent trolling 

around the Hopuruahine area, Bodel’s and the Narrows and that the fish are in prime 

condition currently. 

Blustery spring conditions have dominated the Rotorua lakes scene this last month. 

Boaties that have ventured out onto the larger lakes have managed good, fat rainbows with 

plenty of Rotoiti fish in the 2-3kg range and rumor of a monster 5kg fish from Okataina 

recently. 

The smaller lakes, which offer good shelter are best fished during spring and autumn and 

before warm water temperatures drive fish deep. 
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Lake Rerewhakaaitu in particular has fished well 

with small damselfly nymphs slung under an 

indicator or a small olive Woolly Bugger. 

Right: A Lake Rotorua brown caught trolling-

Image Lakeland Princess Charters. 

Lake Rotorua’s stream mouths are beginning to 

show some sign of action. Large brown trout, 

which the lake has become known for, are 

cruising the shallows at Hamurana, Awahou and 

the Ngongotha mouths and feeding activity in the 

evening on smelt. 

The Upper section of the Rotorua stream open to 

fishing on 1 December, as do Waikaremoana’s 

Mokau and Hopuruahine streams.               

Trout liberations have recently taken place to 

lakes Okaro, Ngahewa. Ngapouri, McLaren and 

Rotonuiaha.     

Datawatch tagged trout can now be entered 

online. Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 

free whole season fishing licences. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6 

Left: The Hopuruahine opens on 1 December 

 

Eastern Region Fishing Diaries – All Lakes 

And Streams 

Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region. 

Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from Kilwell: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3 

Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game Officer 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
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DROP-OFFS LOCATED ADJACENT TO SHALLOW WATER ARE TROUT 

MAGNETS. 

The slower moving water and cover found downstream of drop-offs are the two main 

reasons trout are drawn here. If you’re looking for super consistent water where you can 

almost always find trout, you should be searching out dropoffs on your streams and rivers 

where shallow water transitions into deeper water. The more significant (larger the area) 

the stretch of shallow water is, the more appeal the adjacent drop-offs will have over trout, 

especially when the shallow water upstream or downstream holds very little cover. 

I regularly float over a long stretch of shallow unproductive water on my home tailwater. 

It’s about 200 yards long, calf deep at best, and it’s completely barren of any form of trout 

cover. The trout hate this section of the river because they’re sitting ducks to predators 

looking for an easy meal, and there’s nowhere for the trout to find refuge out of the 

excessive current. I’d say it’s a completely worthless piece of water on the river, but the 

fact is, it does serve a valuable purpose for us fly anglers. This long stretch of desolate trout 

water, makes it’s neighboring drop-offs and deep water extremely attractive to trout, and 

in turn, trout will usually congregate in substantial numbers. To put it more clearly, it’s the 

first available holding water for trout to set up shop immediately before or after dead water. 

Just the other day, as my drift boat moved past that very stretch of barren shallow water, 

and we eased over the drop-off into the deeper water, my client hooked and landed a 

beautiful 20″ male rainbow trout. The fish put on a wonderful acrobatic aerial show with a 

series of running jumps out of the water. The trophy couldn’t have shown up at a better 

time, because I had just explained why the adjacent drop-off and deepwater was such a 

hot-spot for trout. 

Keep it Reel, 

Kent Klewein 

Gink & Gasoline 
www.ginkandgasoline.com  

 

 

GRIP AND GRIN 

This article is courtesy of Barrie Barnes who saw it online and sent it in. 

The appropriately named “Grip n Grin” aka “Hero Shot” has taken on an interesting stigma 

of late.  Instagram and social media trolls combined with the “keep em wet” movement 

have people taking fewer and fewer photos of a person simply smiling, holding a fish.   

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=KaMTL&m=JHlrwP.TcsaiRy&b=r8OTE2UJcFhGeeY5UTiy4g
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Overall I would say this is a positive trend.  We should always prioritize the fish’s health 

and you really don’t need a photo of you holding every fish you have ever caught. That 

being said, there is nothing wrong with taking a couple photos of someone holding a fish 

out of the water, especially if it is done the right way. My favourite souvenir from most 

fishing trips is a photo of me holding a large or special fish.  Often times that fish is the 

reason I went on the trip in the first place and it is amazing how looking back on certain 

photos can bring you right back in the moment when you landed your trophy. I truly believe 

successful catch and release can be done with a quick photo as long as you prioritize taking 

care of the fish.  Leave him in the water as long as possible and always wet your hands 

before touching any fish.  If the fish starts to look pale, lose its colour, or bleed, 

immediately put it in the water before reviving and releasing it.  But for the healthy fish 

that are special catches you want a photo with, here are some pointers to get the most out 

of that shot.  

1. Sun Angle.  The photographer wants the sun coming over their shoulder.  Shooting 

into the sun can give you an unintended silhouette.  

2. Hold the fish vertical (straight up and down).  When the fish gets tilted, the color 

will not show up well in the photo.  

3. Consider holding the fish partially in the water.  This is the only way we try and 

photograph species like wild steelhead but this can be a nice touch for any species.  

4. Have the photographer do their best to keep the camera level so that the horizon 

is completely horizontal.    

5. You don’t have to be front and centre in the photo.  Of times the angler 

positioned to one of the sides is a more captivating photo. Are you familiar with the 

Rule of Thirds? 

6. Smile!  You just caught a special fish, you should be happy!  Ignore the tough guy 

look and show some pearly whites.  Your emotion and enthusiasm will help tell the 

story behind the fish. 

7. Click away.  Memory (storage space) is pretty much free and modern cameras or 

phones can take multiple photos rapidly.  Take advantage of this and shoot a bunch 

in a row, one will always come out slightly better than the others.   

Finally, like we touched on earlier, always prioritize the health of the fish.  Wet your hands 

before touching any fish and do not hold them out of the water too long.  These are the 

obvious points but there are other factors to consider.  Was it a particularly long fight for 

the fish?  Are the water temps too warm?  These are instances where a fish will be 

experiencing extra stress so additional care should be taken.  Fish landed during certain 

circumstances like these are the best ones to forgo a photo and quickly release them.  And 

don’t forget, you can always just take a close up photo of the fish in the water.  

 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=KaMTL&m=JHlrwP.TcsaiRy&b=EyMlmKYUnQcHN7KvDHtvRw
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A SOLID ROLL CAST IS EVERY ANGLER’S BEST FRIEND, HERE’S HOW 

TO IMPROVE YOURS 

Another excellent article from the Gink and Gasoline website! 

You’ve just spotted a big head break the surface on the far bank, gulping down a struggling 

mayfly drifting in the foam. The excitement of discovering the trophy trout feeding triggers 

your body’s adrenaline glands, and almost instantly, you feel your heart begin to pound, 

thump thump….thump thump. With the confined quarters and lacking room for a back cast, 

you realize your only viable option to reach the fish is going to be with an accurate roll 

cast. As you quickly try to present your mayfly imitation in the feeding lane, hoping that 

the big fish will mistake it for a natural, your fly shoots left of your intended target and 

lands in an overhanging branch above the fish’s lie, immediately putting down the big fish. 

With the fishing opportunity blown and the disappointment setting in, you find yourself 

asking, “What did I do wrong?” 

As an avid small stream trout fisherman, I’ve lived out this exact situation many times, and 

felt the disappointment followed by a poorly executed roll cast. It wasn’t until I took the 

time to understand and learn the mechanics of proper roll casting, that I began finding 

myself capitalizing on fishing situations that called for precise roll casting. Looking back 

now on my past roll casting insufficiency, it’s clear I wasn’t at all, alone. There’s many 

anglers that struggle with roll casting, and that’s why I’ve decided to provide a short list of 

tips that’s intended to get anglers roll casting like pros. 

4 TIPS TO GET YOU ROLL CASTING LIKE A PROFESSIONAL 

TIP 1. SMOOTHLY SKATE OR SKI YOUR FLY ACROSS THE SURFACE OF 

THE WATER ALL THE WAY TO YOUR ANCHOR POINT. 

The key to a good roll cast, first starts by always staying in complete control of your fly 

line, leader and fly throughout your entire roll cast. Always make sure your fly stays on the 

waters surface and moves steadily in a straight line all the way to your anchor point. This 

will help you create a nice D-loop and will provide sufficient fly line to grab tension on the 

water’s surface so you can adequately load (bend) your rod and generate the line speed 

needed during your roll cast. 

TIP 2. ANGLERS ROLL CASTING SHOULD ALWAYS ANCHOR THEIR FLIES 

AS CLOSE TO THEIR LEFT/RIGHT SIDE AS POSSIBLE. 

One of the most common mistakes I see anglers making in their roll casting is not bringing 

their flies back to their body (side) close enough before they begin their forward cast. This 
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is equally important whether you’re making a roll cast on your dominant side or an off-

shoulder roll cast on your non-dominant side. Not doing so, you’ll drastically be hindering 

your accuracy and you won’t create a big enough D-loop capable of adequately loading 

your fly rod. If you’re anchor point is too far from your side when you begin your forward 

cast, your presentation will be pushed significantly to the right or left of your intended 

target every time. Warning: If your anchor point in front of you instead of off to your side, 

you may end up hooking yourself when the fly leaves its anchor point. 

TIP 3. ONCE YOUR FLY REACHES YOUR ANCHOR POINT YOUR ROD 

NEEDS TO COME TO A COMPLETE STOP. 

Another catastrophic mistake anglers make roll casting is they don’t come to a complete 

stop when the fly reaches their anchor point. Failing to do this, will not allow your fly line 

to grab tension on the water’s surface, and you won’t be able to load your rod sufficiently. 

Be careful though, if you’re fishing weighted flies and pause too long, they’ll sink too deep 

and you won’t be able to pull the flies to the surface during your forward cast. This usually 

results in a collapsed roll cast that doesn’t reach your target. 

TIP 4. SMOOTHLY ACCELERATE YOUR ROD AND DON’T DROP YOUR ROD 

TIP TO THE WATER 

In roll casting, it’s important to remember that you only have a forward cast to make your 

cast. Since you don’t have the luxury of a strong back cast when you’re roll casting, you 

need to make sure you’re forward cast has good form and is efficient. Concentrate on 

smoothly accelerating your rod in a straight line path, and abruptly stopping your rod at 

it’s fastest point in the 2 o’clock position. This will put maximum bend in your rod and 

provide you the power needed to pull off a powerful roll cast that straightens out the leader 

and is accurate.  If you finish your roll cast with your rod tip too close to the water’s surface, 

you’ve probably moved your rod tip in a convex path instead of a straight line path. This 

will open your casting loop, decrease line speed, and your fly line and leader usually will 

pile up short of your target. 

I hope everyone finds these roll casting tips helpful. Please feel free to share with anyone 

you think would benefit from the information. Keep it Reel, 

Kent Klewein 

Gink & Gasoline 
www.ginkandgasoline.com 

hookups@ginkandgasoline.com 

 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
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Our West Island roving reporter Roy with a beautifully marked Brownie from the high 

country near the Victorian Ski Fields. Photo courtesy of Roy Pollard. 

 

 

CALL FOR CONTROLLERS & VAN DRIVERS 

 

Sports Fly Fishing NZ (SFFNZ) is proud to announce that we will be hosting the 2020 

Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championship to be held in the Taupo Region from the 17th-

22nd March. 

 

The competition proper, commences on Thursday 19th March and continues until 21st 

March 2020. Controller will need to be available from 18th March to ensure everyone is 

properly briefed. The event is a fantastic opportunity for you to witness some of the best 

international and local flyfishers up close and in action on two iconic North Island rivers. 

You will learn how the best go about their craft and get to take away a lot of new knowledge 

that will improve your own angling. 
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Competitors will be based at the Wairakei Resort, Taupo and will be transported daily via 

a fleet of passenger vans to each sector and return. 

 

River Venues 

The event is being held on the Tongariro and Whanganui Rivers, Lake Kuratau and Lake 

Rotoaira. The event is truly international with up to 16 teams from around the 

Commonwealth competing. 

 

The river competition sectors need a controller to manage and record the catch of each 

angler. If you are not confident moving about a river bank, then please let us know so we 

can allocate a suitable section of river (beat) best suited to your mobility. 

 

The event organisers will provide you with full training on what you need to do to ensure 

a fair competition between anglers and how to go about recording each catch. The World 

Championship event in Tasmania this year has prepared a great controller training video 

that is found on YouTube: https://youtu.be/uxn4fnpZeHA  

 

The same international rules apply for the Commonwealth Championship, so the video 

provides an excellent practical explanation for those who are new to competition flyfishing. 

  

Each controller will be provided with a daily lunch and drink that you may want to 

supplement with personal supplies. 

 

Controller Accommodation Venues 

SFFNZ is keen to engage with local people who can operate from home base and who can 

access the venues easily and keep travel to a minimum. This also helps to reduce the overall 

cost of the competition that is ultimately funded by the competitors. 

 

SFFNZ has sourced some shared accommodation just outside Taumaranui for those 

controlling on the Whanganui River and at Turangi for those on the Tongariro River. 

Controllers based here will need to provide their own breakfast and evening meals. 

Van Drivers 

 

Competitors need to be driven to each sector in sufficient time to prepare for each daily 

session. Organisers need drivers to collect competitors from the Wairakei Resort each 

morning and deliver them to the allocated sector. The van drivers won’t be asked to 

undertake controller duties but do get to watch the action at each sector. Please indicate on 

the schedule if you wish to drive a van – a standard motor vehicle licence is all that is 

required. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/uxn4fnpZeHA
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Gala Dinner 

All controllers taking part in the Championship are invited to attend the Gala dinner held 

at the Wairakei Resort just outside of Taupo on the evening of 21st March 2020. 

Contact List 

 

If you wish to participate as a controller, please complete the details on the following 

schedule and email to Doug Snell – Head Controller at doug.snellakld@gmail.com or 0272 

730 480 

 

We look forward to having your support and showcasing a fantastic competition in some 

of New Zealand’s outstanding locations. 

 

Thanks for your support. Doug Snell - Head Controller – Commonwealth Flyfishing 

Championship 2020 - +64 272 730 480 

 

 
The tragic fires in New South Wales have been sending enormous amounts of smoke into 

the atmosphere and across the Tasman. This Big O sunset is the result. Photo courtesy of 

Jimmy Teen. 

mailto:doug.snellakld@gmail.com
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EDITORS NOTE 

 

I have just returned from the Club Trip to Lake Otamangakau and it was a blast. Firstly, 

thank you to our President Dave Symes for organizing this Trip and secondly if you haven’t 

fished there yet then give it a go. It really is an experience! 

 

 

FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights or at Hunts Sports. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President -  Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary -  Dennis Smith   376-3375 Herne Bay    de.smith@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer - John Cuthbertson      413-6993 Greenhithe    john.cuthbe@gmail.com  

Magazine -   Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz  

Members     Barrie Barnes  021 925 006 Glenfield barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi  

                     John Dernie  027 563 3842  Glenfield     dernie@xtra.co.nz 

                   Simon Hoole 021 037 6047 Northcote hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz  

          Mike Martindale   489 1082   Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com      

          Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

             
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City 
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