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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
What happened to our Summer? Days of hot, humid and windy weather but no sun to speak
of and little prospect of any change for a while. Still, the fish can’t escape the weather
either and hopefully they all retain their appetites. A few days ago, a charter boatload of
anglers picked up 90 snapper in the Motuihe channel up to 12 pounds. With regard to the
saltwater realm, I have had a few recorded entries for the club saltwater fly competition
but it would be great to have more, so as weather and opportunity permit, see if you can
get out there and pick up some interesting specimens.
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Planning for the annual club trip to Lake Otamangakau is proceeding and I have booked 8
cabins (more if needed), at Tongariro Holiday Park, only about 5 minute’s drive from the
lake. The dates are 15, 16 and 17 March (Thursday-Saturday) and leaving Sunday. Most
stay for the 2 nights but some others arrive on the Thursday with the evening/night-time
fishing often being sensational.
The nightly tariff is $50.00, payable on arrival. Services are very adequate but it is essential
to bring your own cooking/eating utensils, cutlery, etc. The proprietors are Greg and Donna
and the contact number is 073868062. Don’t hesitate to contact me if any further
information is needed.
My contact details are at the end of this newsletter.
If we do get an acceptable set of conditions (weather, tide, weekend), I am keen to organise
a club trip to Leigh Reef before winter to fly-fish for the numerous species there. Pelagic
fish include kingfish, kahawai and trevally but there are also snapper, john dory and
occasional blue moki.
The sensible launching point would be the ramp at Omaha providing plenty of trailer
parking and a boat journey of about 15 minutes or so. Fingers crossed!
Our club members, Barrie Barnes, Warren Derrick and Trevor Jones have, over recent
months, identified a number of very accessible freshwater fly-fishing venues, all within an
easy car journey from home. It would be great to hear from anyone who has followed up
on this excellent research.
A short written report for the newsletter or better still, a “stand up and speak” at a club
meeting would be much appreciated by everyone and serve to encourage others to do the
same.
Look forward to catching up with you all at the first club meeting for 2018 on 20th
February.
Dave Symes
President
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Warren headed out for a couple of hours shore based fly-fishing one morning last week
and this is the result, plus several others lost. The biggest was 44cm so they are all good
eating fish. Photo courtesy of Warren Derrick.
FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
With the atrocious
weather we have been
having for the last few
weeks I have no reports
for the Auckland area.
However, there are a
heap of Cicadas about,
so the moment we get a
couple of dry days then
head down to the
Waikato
or
Coramandel, tie on a big
bushy Cicada pattern,
and you should clean
up!
Barrie Barnes in action in the Coromandel. He and Simon caught some great fish
surrounded by stunning scenery. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.
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Rotorua
This weird summer we are having is making it hard to pick what will work best down in
Rotorua. Okataina and Tarawera have both produced some great fish but for the shore
based angler it can be a long time between drinks. Best results have been for the Jiggers.
Having said that, our own Russell Nelson, no mean catcher of fish on the Jigged fly, has
been struggling lately.
Lake Rotorua is still very warm at 21+ degrees so any period of hot sunny weather will
undoubtedly bring big numbers of fish back into the cold water of the stream mouths. So
again, just like for the Auckland area, a little sustained good hot weather should see the
Lake edge firing again.
The Waiteti and the Ngongotaha have had some Rainbows been caught and the odd big
Brownie but not in big numbers. One good thing of all this rain is that it will bring good
numbers of fresh Trout running up the streams. Just in time for the Club Trip!
Taupo Region
As was stated last month there have been significant changes to the Tongariro after the
last big flood. Ross from Tongariro River Motel has been documenting them over January
on his Daily Report. If you have a look at www.tongarirorivermotel.co.nz you can check
them out.
10 January Town Pools i.e. Bridge to Hydro Pools
12 January Middle Pools i.e. Kamahi to Red Hut Pools
18 January Braids i.e. below Bridge Pool to Braids car park.
19 January Lower River – from Duffs to Reeds Pools.
22 January Lower Pools – below Reeds
26 January Upper River – Waddells and Poutu
27 January Upper River – Boulder Reach
30 January Upper River – Big Bend Pool
31 January Upper River – Blue Pool to Fence Pool
Just when you thought you were starting to get a handle on things the Tongarariro flooded
again. After hours of heavy rain flows hit 283 cumecs overnight but have already fallen
back to fishable levels. This is the third significant fresh since January and that doesn't
include the minor ones in between. The river just hasn't had time to settle down and as a
result there are more and more changes with each passing flood.
Usually after a fresh like this you wouldn't expect to see all that much difference out there ...
but we'll see. I tried to get into the Stag yesterday before levels rose. But 65% of the track
along the TRB has disappeared and most of the remainder is overgrown with blackberry
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and unstable. After this flood I expect more of it has been washed out and it really needs a
new track to be cut well away from the river’s edge
Prior to the flood I'd found the fishing was probably best described as "patchy". A couple
of days before I'd had a none too easy morning but found some good fresh run fish
downriver during the afternoon.
Wet liners definitely have the edge at the moment and when I popped down there again
yesterday afternoon an angler had kept two out of half a dozen or so rainbows that had
grabbed his wooly bugger.
It was the same story in Cattle Rustlers yesterday morning. This is another pool that has
changed and is now much easier to fish ... particularly if you enjoy swinging flies with a
sinking line. There were two wet liners there by the time I arrived and they'd both caught
rainbows.
So a far from easy week but it looks as if the higher flows have encouraged some small
runs which will probably continue looking at the long range forecast. Some computer
generated models are suggesting that New Zealand could be in the path of the remnants of
Tropical Cyclone Gita next week. But because these storm systems are so unpredictable
Met Service is saying it’s too early to tell.
Still no particular stretch really standing out and it’s the "same ole same ole" ... keep
moving until you find a few. Mind you when I was in the Upper Birch the other day a
family out for a walk after a visit to the Trout Centre tried to make it as easy as possible
for me. The very excited kids called me over to show me a pod of rainbows a couple of
feet from the bank that were going crazy for the trout pellets they were feeding them ...
anybody got a pellet pattern?
A little breezy this afternoon. But warm, sunny and very humid at the moment which could
trigger the odd rumble of thunder later tonight.
Tight lines guys – Mike

www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz

Fishy Tales - If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it
to iconp@ihug.co.nz . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.
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Simon just got back from his annual serious Back Country trip and despite some
atrocious weather he managed to have a heap of fun! This is just one of the great fish that
he managed to bring to the net. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
Don't tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and let them surprise you with
their results.
George C. Patton

LAST CLUB NIGHT
There was no Meeting in January.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – FEBRUARY 20th 7.30PM
This month we have Brendan Lyon talking to us. Brendan is an exceptionally talented Fly
Fisher and is currently in the New Zealand Fly-Fishing Team. He has recently competed
in the World Championships in Slovakia and he will be talking about his experiences
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fishing there as well as providing tips on how we mere mortals can increase our catch. It is
sure to be an enjoyable night and we hope to see you all there.

CASTING TUITION
This summer we are lucky enough to have a Certified Casting Instructor coming along to
help us all out with our casting. He will be there from 6.30pm onwards on the grass outside
the Milford Cruising Club. The best possible thing to do with casting tuition is to use your
own fishing gear, but if you don’t have that with you never fear, we will have several Rods
there for you to use.
The Casting instructor is Meinrad Rohrs, who some of you will know already. Below is
some information he has sent through about himself:
“My name is Meinrad Röhrs and I'm originally from Germany where I had lived for 32
years. After a couple of unhappy tries in my childhood I started a serious attempt to learn
to fish with the fly rod, in 2010. Even then, highly motivated, it was quite hard for me to
tame the fly line. Regardless of what I was trying to do, it seemed that the line had its own
will and the fly almost never arrived at the target of my choice. Sometime later, I took the
decision to enrol in a fly casting class to learn the essential stuff of fly casting and finally
to find a way to get the fly into the desired zone. I managed to tame the fly line and soon
made some progress with my casting.
After further casting lessons to refine my casting I decided to start the venture to become
a ‘Certified Casting Instructor’ myself. Countless trainings sessions later, I passed the exam
for the fly casting instructor by the ‘Fly Fishers International’ at a fly fishing fair near
Munich on the 28 March in 2014.
Since the beginning of 2016, I have been living in New Zealand now, teaching fly casting
and exploring new waters. I hope I will meet you one day while fly fishing one of these
awesome waters or maybe at one of my casting lessons or your club meetings.”

WHY WE FISH
Fishing, by its very nature, nourishes the imagination, feeding it with a potent fuel of
hope and desire.
Tony Bishop
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD
Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the
Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly
caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy
Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes
long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out.

INFORMATION SHARING
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for
some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects.

Member Speakers
Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own
Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so.
Some subjects could be:
Local fishing spots.
National / Taupo fishing regulations.
Riparian rights, access.
Clothing and equipment ideas / tips.
Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies.
So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all.

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Ron Blair

Les Rose

Graham Carter

Availability
Anytime, now has a brand new 14.4
Marco with 60hp etec Evenrude
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
Retired and is happy to take another
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
weekday / mid-week trips.

Contact Details
home 09 834 8841
mobile 0275 006 336
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
home 09 4183634

021 026 00437
07 855 1833
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Lloyd Altham

Matt Meikle
John Gausden

John Rust

Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Available both week days and
09 908 1909
Weekends
027 285 7521
Time limited - weekends
021704373
/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie
john@st-classic.com
barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota
- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater
but keen to learn more on the rivers
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition
with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to
iconp@ihug.co.nz

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST
As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store
and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for
is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last
weekend and … .’ So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie
on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
“BROWN TROUT TROPHY”
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM.
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For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz

Dennis in action swinging wet flies on the Tongariro late last year. Photo courtesy of
Barrie Barnes.

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John
Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com .

CLUB TRIPS 2018
January – Mohaka River
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
March – Lake Otamangakau
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo
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October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
November – Tuition weekend
December – Lake Otamangakau
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

SALTWATER EXCURSIONS
The possibility of Club trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been
raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact
Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar
destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised
at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes
(dssymes@xtra.co.nz).

RIVER SECTION OF CLUB COMPETITION FOR THE RODD & GUNN
TROPHY
On the Whanganui River.
The river section of the competition will be held on Saturday, 10th March.
If you want to take part in this not-too-serious competition, please let Dennis Smith know
by email (de.smith@xtra.co.nz) before 28 February at the latest, given the need to sort
out accommodation.
The competition will be held in the same Taumarunui venue and format as previous years.
There will be a modest prize for the highest aggregate score and a more modest score for
the longest individual fish.
If you have not previously taken part and would like to know more about the fishing or the
proposed accommodation, ring Dennis on 376 3375.
Ron, Phil and Warren take, respectively, 46, 45 and 30 points in to the competition from
the lake section at Kai Iwi.
The Rules will be emailed to those who register.
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At the moment, accommodation is available at the Taumarunui Holiday Park.
Unfortunately The Cottage in which we have stayed in the past is unavailable. There are 4
cabins free: 2 sleep 3 and 2 sleep 4, at a cost of about $25 per night. These rely on the
communal kitchen, BBQ area and showers, etc. No booking has been made at this stage.
On the Sunday you might like to fish other sections of the river, for example, at Owhango.

NGONGOTAHA / ROTORUA CLUB TRIP
Last chance to sign up for this year’s February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the
Rotorua region! It is on the weekend of Thursday 22nd, Friday 23rd, Saturday 24th and
Sunday the 25th of February. We will again be staying at the Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs
will be $105.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’ accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ
on Saturday evening. If you want to come down on the Thursday, as many of us do, then
simply add $45 to make it $150.00.
If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money
to the Club in any of the normal ways.




internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga
as a reference);
by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing
address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com
A fun Rainbow snaffled out
of the pool directly out the
gate from the Lodge. Caught
by yours truly and netted by
John C. This really is a river
where having a mate doing
the netting makes a big
difference. Photo courtesy of
Barrie Barnes.
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LAKE OTAMANGAKAU (BIG O) CLUB TRIP
Planning for the annual club trip to Lake Otamangakau is proceeding and I have booked 8
cabins (more if needed), at Tongariro Holiday Park, only about 5 minutes’ drive from the
lake. The dates are 15, 16 and 17 March (Thursday-Saturday) and leaving Sunday. Most
stay for the 2 nights but some others arrive on the Thursday with the evening/night-time
fishing often being sensational.
The nightly tariff is $50.00, payable on arrival. Services are very adequate but it is essential
to bring your own cooking/eating utensils, cutlery, etc. The proprietors are Greg and Donna
and the contact number is 073868062. Don’t hesitate to contact me if any further
information is needed.
Ph: 486-6257, Email dssymes@xtra.co.nz
Mark with another
big Rainbow from
the Big O. He and
Dave caught some
absolute cracker
fish there on the last
Club Trip. Photo
courtesy of Mark
Norton.
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KNOT OF THE MONTH
These Knots are from the website http www.animatedknots.com , check it out
Orvis Knot Details
Uses: The Orvis Knot was invented by Larry Becker who submitted it in a contest held by
the Orvis Company to find the best knot to attach a line to the hook.
Similar Knots: The Orvis performs a similar function as other line-to-hook knots such as
the Trilene, Palomar, Duncan, and Clinch knots.
Tying it: It is helpful to picture a symmetrical stepladder pattern. Until the final extra twist
through the same loop, each step is like the one before.
Advantages: The Orvis knot is strong, small, light, reliable, and easily to remember and
tie. It also works well in light and heavy lines and in any tippet material.
Disadvantages: As it is being tightened, the Orvis knot tends to set up at an angle.
Breaking Strain: It is claimed to retain most of the line's original breaking strain.

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Yesterday I was at my local New World buying a large bag of Purina dog food for my
loyal pet, Jake, the Wonder Dog and was in the check-out line when a woman behind me
asked if I had a dog. What did she think I had… an elephant?
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So because I'm retired and have little to do, on impulse I told her that no, I didn't have a
dog, I was starting the Purina Diet again. I added that I probably shouldn't, because I
ended up in the hospital last time, but that I'd lost 25 KG before I awakened in an
intensive care ward with tubes coming out of most of my orifices and IVs in both arms.
I told her that it was essentially a Perfect Diet and that the way that it works is, to load
your pants pockets with Purina Nuggets and simply eat one or two every time you feel
hungry. The food is nutritionally complete so it works well and I was going to try it
again. (I have to mention here that practically everyone in line was now enthralled with
my story.)
Horrified, she asked if I ended up in intensive care, because the dog food poisoned me. I
told her no, I stopped to Pee on a Fire Hydrant and a car hit me.
I thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard.
New World won't let me shop there anymore.

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE JANUARY 2018
Lots Of Fish Spotted In Whanganui River’s Tributaries
Staff have just returned from sampling 17 tributaries of the upper Whanganui River and
found plenty of large fish lurking.
The summer heat has pushed fish into cool tributaries and well-oxygenated bolder runs.
“It was pretty impressive to see huge rainbows in such small streams,” recalled staff
member Adam Daniel.
Dr Daniel said that just last month many of the streams were devoid of big fish, but during
this month’s sampling the larger tributaries were “packed with fish.”
Five of the lower elevation Coromandel streams were sampled last week and had an
average temperature of well over 20°C.
As you would expect fish had moved out in search of cool water higher in the catchment.
Don’t worry…there are plenty of fish in our local streams at the moment, but bring a
thermometer so you don’t waste time fishing streams that are warm enough to comfortably
swim in.
15

It’s Not A Crime To Be An Asian Fishing!
Fish & Game staff receive what we consider to be racist reports of “Asians fishing” far too
often.
We want to set some things straight. Firstly, it is perfectly legal to be of Asian descent and
in possession of a fishing rod.
More importantly if you assume that a person is breaking the law based on their race or
appearance alone, you are in fact, being racist and need to take some time to reflect on your
assumption before reporting the incident to Fish & Game.
Asian anglers are the fastest growing group of fishers in the Auckland/Waikato Region and
a welcome addition to our fishing community.
And going by the efforts of our rangers, there is no evidence that Asian anglers are more
likely to be breaking the law than anyone else.
During December, Fish & Game staff targeted some popular coarse fishing locations in the
Waikato Region and although there were far more Asian anglers out enjoying the great
weather, they were no more likely to be issued with infringement notices than their
European counterparts.
Oraka Fish Kill
Council staff were busy over the holidays investigating a second koura kill on the Oraka
River and potentially illegal digger work that had turned the Marokopa River “mud
brown,” according to multiple reports from the public.
Left: Digger working near Marokopa River.
Fish & Game would like to applaud the efforts of the
Waikato Regional Council staff involved for
responding quickly during the holiday season.
The Oraka River koura kill was particularly
suspicious considering a similar incident was also
investigated during mid-December last year in the same location.
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Although that incident did not result in a conviction,
council staff are hopeful they can get to the bottom
of what happened on the 16th of December 2017.

Right: Dirty Marokopa River downstream of digger
working.

EASTERN REEL LIFE JANUARY 2018

'Best Fish' Caught On Lake Rotoiti
Unseasonal cool blustery conditions have
dominated the Rotorua lakes scene in recent
weeks resulting in decreasing surface
temperatures.
Top right: Checking out an Okataina jigging
beauty.
The summer season looked set to get underway early in December when surface temps
reached a near record 25C, driving fish in search of cooler water and forming an early and
shallow thermocline on deeper lakes.
Since then, cooling conditions have slowed shoreline fishing at Lake Rotorua’s stream
mouths forcing anglers to work a little harder for results.
Deeper lakes Tarawera, Rotoiti, Okataina and Rotoma which normally improve as a deep
thermocline forms, have all shown signs of promise with the cold water band beginning
about 15m deep.
Okataina in particular has fished quite well and Rotoiti continues to produce the best fish
of the region.
If February weather improves, expect deeper fishing methods such as downriggers and
jigging to pay dividends with shallow trolling methods working for the first hour or two
after dawn.
17

Anglers Learn Secrets Of Success
More than 60 anglers attended our boat fishing tuition
morning at Lake Tarawera early in the new year.
Everyone provided favorable feedback on the event, which
taught basic boat fishing techniques and provided an insight
into the trout’s life cycle, its food, along with boning and hot
smoking tips to finish off; an “awesome presentation” was one
of the comments.
Left: Mark Sherburn pulls a tasty trout from the smoker.
One lucky angler won a Kilwell stainless hot
smoker cooker just for coming along and lucky
draw Tassie Devil lures were given out as spot
prizes!
Right: No shortage of taste testers...

Eastern News Tippets




Brown trout continue to dominate the
Ngongotaha runs during January although they are proving hard to catch as always!
Summer anglers are reminded of the need to ‘check, clean, dry’ tackle and
equipment used in all waterways especially wading boots, boat trailers, etc.
Been out fishing? We are keen to hear about trips and see photos you snapped of
your experiences. Email: msoborne@fishandgame.org.nz

ONE MORE FISH A DAY - TEN THINGS THAT WILL EACH CATCH YOU AN
EXTRA FISH
7) SUNLIGHT
If you are Nymphing early morning before the sun has come up then try and set yourself
up so that you can cast towards the rising sun, it will make your indicator much easier to
see. If you can see it clearly then you can fish earlier and that change of light, particularly
on rivers like the Tongariro can be the most successful time of the day.
If you are on the river Nymphing after the sun has come over the horizon and are casting
into the rising sun or you are casting with a setting sun in your eyes, cross the river and
18

cast from the other side. If you can’t then try and cast from within the shadow of a tall tree.
Again this will make it much easier to see your indicator and detect those strikes.
If you are Nymphing or fishing a Dry Fly just before dark, cast from the eastern bank and
towards the setting sun so that you can use the last of the light to see your fly / indicator.
Doing this can give you another 20 minutes on the river.

50 QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT: OUR RIVERS
By: Jamie Morton - Science Reporter, NZ Herald -15/01/2018
New Zealand's destiny is inextricably tied to that of its celebrated environment. But our
blue and green backyard is now under unprecedented pressure from a wave of pests and
human activity, ranging from development and pollution to climate change and tourism.
In the first part of our week-long series, 50 Questions About the Environment, Massey
University professor of freshwater ecology Russell Death discusses the state of our rivers
and lakes.
In terms of nationwide trends, how would you describe the big picture at the moment?
Is it better, worse or more or less about what we see in news reports?
I think it is pretty much as you hear reported in the news most days.
Toxic algae blooms in rivers and lakes all over New Zealand; increasing nitrates in
Canterbury groundwater; four deaths from the Havelock North incident; and drinking water
all around the country below standard.
We have low flows in rivers, partly from the warm summer, but also because we abstract
a lot of the water for us to use.
To have a "pristine" lake like Taupo developing toxic benthic cyanobacterial blooms must
surely be a sign that everything is not good in "clean green New Zealand".
It constantly surprises me that people tend to brush off these multiple recurring events as
isolated instances.
Surely, most people can see that these events are increasing in severity, occurrence and
extent all over New Zealand.
And yes, while climate changes are contributing, so too is the continued intensification of
agriculture.
What are the principal drivers of freshwater degradation? What pollutants, from
which sources, are doing the most damage?
In New Zealand, intensified agriculture is driving the decline in freshwater.
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This agriculture increases in-stream nutrients - nitrogen and phosphorus - and deposited
sediment.
These two pollutants are by far the most pervasive in New Zealand but are almost invisible
to most Kiwis visiting rivers and lakes.
How has this changed over the past few decades, and why? Where are the worst parts
of the country for degradation?
Many aspects of ecological health and water quality have declined precipitously in the last
few decades because of the massive conversion of sheep and beef farms to dairy, and the
further intensification of dairy farms.
In terms of severity the worst areas are still in urban and industrial areas.
But they are proportionally a very small length of stream affected.
Whereas the intensified dairy areas of Waikato, Manawatu, Taranaki, Canterbury and
Southland have the greatest length of stream where ecological health is degraded.
Do you feel the way we presently monitor freshwater quality is adequate? Are there
better or more robust indicators we should be using and is there still too much
divergence between councils and agencies?
Monitoring is really good, but clear, unambiguous reporting of the data could be improved.
The problem is a lack of significant action on the reported declining water quality.
Are our policy frameworks strong enough to protect our waterways? Do you feel the
recently-updated National Policy Statement (NPS) on Freshwater Management needs
improving to better address the issue?
I do not think the NPS freshwater adds anything to water quality improvement in New
Zealand.
It is good to have environmental bottom lines put in place for freshwater.
But they have to be for measures that are important to water quality.
For example, there are no nitrogen or phosphorus limits for rivers, but we do have them for
lakes.
Nitrogen is present in the NPS freshwater as a toxin, but that is like having the blood
alcohol drink driving limits set at when the alcohol starts acting as a poison, not when it
starts making us sick or impaired.
The same applies for nitrogen: it starts impairing ecosystem health long before it gets to
the levels listed in the NPS.
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I have researched what the nitrogen and phosphorus limits should be for environmental
health in New Zealand - see the Freshwater Rescue Plan launched this year - but no one
seems to want to use them.
There are no limits for the amount of water and the pattern of flushing flow floods.
There are no limits for deposited sediment, which, with nutrients, is one of the two main
pollutants in New Zealand rivers.
There is also nothing about habitat; you can have lots of clean water but if there is nowhere
for the animals to live - like around stones, boulders, logs, undercut banks - there will not
be a healthy ecology.
The NPS on freshwater is a long way from any significant protection for our rivers and
streams.
Specifically, the latest measure of "swimmability" is based on quality at least 80 per
cent of time and includes four statistical tests used for determining which rivers are
excellent, good, fair, intermittent or poor, and clarifies the risk as less than 1, 2, 3 and
7 per cent respectively. Is this the right way to be measuring if waterways should be
"swimmable"?
I am an ecologist and don't feel suitably qualified to address this microbial assessment.
But what I do see is that the prevalence of water-borne diseases is on the increase in New
Zealand and we should be doing everything we can to protect people's lives and health.
I have linked E coli numbers - human health - to MCI - macroinvertebrate community
index, or ecological health - and if you protect ecological health you will also protect
human health.
Ecological health is declining because of intensification of agriculture.
Environment groups have called for a cull, or lid, on the national dairy herd. Do you
feel such a move would make a meaningful difference? Further, recent research found
much contamination was in smaller waterways not being captured by fencing
requirements. What sweeping actions, that you haven't touched on already, do you
feel are needed to stem degradation? And do you feel the collaborative approach that
New Zealand has taken through the Land and Water Forum is still the right way to
go?
The financial returns for dairy farming look to me in the future to be on the decline, so for
economic reasons alone I think we need to start reducing the national dairy herd.
To me it is not so much one rule to fit them all.
Farmers need to farm to the limits of their land - and water.
I think many farmers are misinformed about what the best thing to do for their farm is.
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Just fencing stock out of waterways might not be the right solution.
If the fence is right next to the stream, with no vegetation growing in the riparian on flat
peat land it is a complete waste of time and money as any sediment, nutrients and pathogens
just wash straight in with any rain.
I am developing a phone app so farmers can enter the farm characteristics and water quality
problems and it will figure out what the best kind of riparian solution will be to have an
effective outcome for the stream health.
We need more informed solutions for farmers, who want to do the right thing, so that they
really can do things that will benefit the waterways.
I do not think the collaborative approach has worked.
It tends to devolve to the lowest agreeable terms which is often to do very little or nothing
until we know for sure.
Things have got too bad now we have to start doing more truly effective actions, not having
countless meetings to only decide that "it's a real issue and we must do something".
Let's just do what we know we should.
We have most of the science clear; many people just don't like the answers.
Fellow Massey University freshwater ecologist Dr Mike Joy often points out the
decades of nitrate use that will see these pollutants leaching into waterways for many
years to come. How might such legacy problems undermine gains we are trying to
make today?
Yes, it's definitely an issue for the future, but I don't like to think the "cancer" of our rivers
from pollution is terminal.
So let's do something now while we still can.
We can not go back in time.
River systems do not tip over like some ecosystems, they just get slowly sicker and sicker.
They will never be what they were - but they can certainly be a lot healthier than they are
currently.
The latest stocktake by the Ministry for the Environment and Statistics New Zealand
found that, of the 39 native fish species covered by the report, 72 per cent were either
threatened with, or at risk of, extinction. How grim is the outlook for our freshwater
species?
As of right now I think the future for river ecology and Kiwis' ability to swim and enjoy
our water - just look in the news - is very grim.
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But as with Steve Austin and The Six Million Dollar Man, we can rebuild, restore and save
them.
We just need to do the right thing for the right stream.
Fence the correct riparian width for the farm type you have or fix the urban sewage
infrastructure.
It's not really rocket science. We just need to do it.
And perhaps if the Government and the agricultural industry was showing more leadership,
we would.
We've now seen New Zealand's freshwater problems reported on by major outlets
like The Guardian, The New York Times, The Economist and Al Jazeera. Do you feel
our clean, green image is sustainable if we can't tackle the issue?
The image is almost gone, I think.
And like virginity, once it is gone, it is gone.
We have lots of foreign students who come through the university and they are all telling
me the pristine view of "Hobbiton New Zealand" is rapidly disappearing.
I always conclude my public talks by saying we can only fool people for so long.
It seems the international press has already figured it out.

DIDYMO
It’s not going away, so make sure you aren’t the one who spreads it.
CHECK: Remove all obvious material from all items that have been in contact with the
water.
CLEAN: Soak or scrub all items for at least one minute with:


A 5% solution of dishwashing detergent, or 5% solution of antiseptic hand cleaner
(A 5% solution is 500ml (two large cups) with water added to make 10 litres)

DRY: If cleaning is not practical, dry the item to the touch then leave for at least 48 hours
before using in another waterway
If using wading boots, the best way to dis-infect them is to put them in a plastic bag, put
them in the freezer and freeze them overnight or until solid.
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This pic above was taken last winter and shows one heavily coloued stream meeting up
with a much clearer tributary. Fishing the edge water where the two meet is often an
extremely productive place to cast your flies. The fish below was caught from exactly this
spot but with the main flow slightly clearer. I couldn’t have seen the fish if it was in the
dirtier water of the main flow but because it was in the edge water where the two
currents meet I was able to spot it and catch it. Six and a half pounds of Brown Trout fun.
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TROUT ANGLERS BACK PM’S PUBLIC WATER OWNERSHIP
Press Release – NZFFA – 30/01/2018
Water is a public resource and should not be owned or given away, says a national trout
fishing advocacy.
President of the NZ Federation of Freshwater Anglers Graham Carter of Hamilton said
water was a public resource owned by the people irrespective of wealth or ethnic
background.
Graham Carter was commenting on a recent statement by Prime Minister Jacinda Adern
that water was a public resource.
"Who owns the water? Labour says everybody, National says nobody, but the Waitangi
Tribunal says Maori,” said the prime minister.
The Prime Minister’s edict of public ownership was challenged by the former
government’s Treaty Negotiations Minister Chris Finlayson who warned that Labour's
proposal for a tax of about 2c per 1000 litres on commercial waters users could force Treaty
of Waitangi settlements to be renegotiated because a royalty asserted ownership, and would
inevitably force a counter-assertion that Maori owned the water.
Graham Carter said Finlayson’s statement was nonsensical particularly given his
background as a treaty negotiator and then his performance as minister. He said he
personally did differ from the Prime Minister Adern who praised Finlayson’s performance
as treaty minister.
“Finlayson is wrong, Adern is correct . Beside the chairman of the Maori Council and exWaitangi Tribunal, had dismissed Finlayson’s fear mongering,” he said.
Graham Carter said despite the Prime Minister’s assertion of public water ownership, the
public wanted quick action in restoring depleted and damaged waterways.
“New Zealand needs to speed up access to safe drinking water and sanitation for all,
boosting efforts to cut water pollution, reusing wastewater and enhancing the coherence
between water, food and energy policies,” he said.
Water access was a human right recognised by 189 countries within the United Nations.
“Water belongs to everyone and must not be allowed to be “hijacked” by the government
and its agencies, councils, private corporations and foreign interests,” he said.
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“Whoever controls water controls a great source of power and of course a great source of
profit, the resource cannot be managed privately … and untamed privatisation will lead to
a disaster.”
Furthermore it is imperative that the government boosts its efforts to cut water pollution,
of reusing wastewater and of enhancing the coherence between water, food and energy
policies, as well as implementing more flexible and integrated land and water resources
management

TEN TIPS FOR GETTING UNSNAGGED
The following article is from the Fly Fisherman Website. This is an excellent site and full
of good tips, check it out at www.flyfisherman.com .
1. Your first gut reaction to a snag may be to jerk, or yank the hook to free it. This rarely
does anything but bury the hook, or even break a rod tip. Instead, relax, assess the situation,
and make a plan.
2. When you’re casting to a shoreline and overshoot your target, chances are that the hook
is not stuck at all—it’s just resting in the grass or branches. Stop. Take a breath, point the
rod tip at the fly, and slowly tease the fly toward you. Most of the time the fly slides into
the water or gently drops to the surface. If the leader is wrapped around a branch one
revolution, pull the fly close to the branch and give it a quick pop. The fly often unwraps
without snagging.
3. When the tease doesn’t work and you feel resistance, try a slow, steady pull without
bending the rod. If the fly is hooked on a leaf or grass, it should tear out. If you’re using
15-pound-test tippet or stronger, you can likely break any small branches, save the fly, and
preserve your rod tip.
4. This is the least dependable of the methods mentioned here, but sometimes it works.
Start by pointing the rod tip at the snag, and with your line hand, pull the line tight. Next,
quickly release the line, resulting in a sudden loss of tension. The initial tightening up can
bury the hook deeper, or damage the point, so be sure to check the fly if it comes free.
5. When fishing a stream, underwater snags can be particularly maddening because most
of the time you are not able to see the problem, but you can deduce how it happened. If
you were drawing the fly upstream when you got snagged, you probably need a
downstream pull to free it. With the rod tip pointed downstream, pay out enough line so
that the fly line goes well beyond the snag—the more line, the stronger the downstream
pull. If the fly doesn’t free from the pressure of the current, try giving a few short strips
with the rod tip still pointed downstream, and the belly of the fly line still below the snag.
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6. This technique is great for logjams and rock snags. Start with a few feet of loose fly line
in your hands. From a low position, point the rod tip at the snag and start a gentle side-toside motion while raising the rod, slipping some line out, and making the wiggles
progressively wider. The side-to-side motion is often enough to pull your fly free.
7. When you have an underwater snag and can get close to it, you may want to try stripping
the line in and submerging the rod tip all the way to the fly and gently pushing it free. Be
careful with this technique not to break or damage the fragile rod tip.
8. For snags that are more out in the open, such as a single branch, log, or rock, a roll cast
release often sets you free. If you have a good roll cast, this should be easy. Begin by
stripping line off of the reel and lowering the rod with the tip pointing at the snag. Smoothly
draw the rod tip back (preferably to the side) until the fly line is well behind you. Move the
rod to the upright position and make a brisk forward stroke, stopping the rod tip high
enough that the fly line unrolls above and beyond the snag. A short haul on the forward
stroke gives your roll cast extra zing. It is critical to use enough fly line (not just the leader)
so that it pulls the fly in a direction opposite the snag.
9. If the fly is hopelessly stuck, and you’re unable to remove it by hand, breaking it off is
your only choice. Be careful when doing this, as the line (and sometimes the fly) can come
back at you with great force. To safely break off a fly, point the rod tip at the snag, turn
your head away, clamp the line under your rod hand, and using your hand and your body,
create enough force to break the tippet without bending the rod. The goal here is to lose a
fly, without breaking a rod.
10. When all else fails, and you choose to remove the snag by going to the fly, resist the
temptation to stick the rod tip in the trees and bushes—especially when you’re fishing from
a boat. A much better idea is to pull out enough line to completely relax the rod, and then
reach in with your hand to grab the fly.

ILLEGAL DUMPS – ANOTHER REGIONAL COUNCIL FAILURE
Fish And Game NZ – Press Release – 12/02/2018
Fish & Game is calling for an urgent nationwide audit of illegal rural dumps following a
report revealing thousands of farmers may be breaking the law by burning or burying
contaminated waste on their farms.
The media report says regional councils suspect thousands of tonnes of contaminated
waste are being buried on farms every year.
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Other waste such as plastic is being burned and there are concerns over how old or out of
date sprays and poisons are being discarded.
Regional councils say while they are
aware of what is happening, they
claim there is little they can do about
the practice.
Fish & Game New Zealand chief
executive Martin Taylor says this is
unacceptable.
“It is staggering that in this day and
age, farmers are being given a free
pass to pollute the environment by
local councils prepared to turn a
blind eye to it,” Martin Taylor says.
Above Right: A farm dump on the
Selwyn River upstream of Coes
Ford,
“The scale of this threat is
significant. We need to know how
much discarded spray, insecticide, oil and paint is being quietly buried in farm pits where
it will poison the environment for decades to come.
“Not only could toxins flow into streams and rivers already struggling under intensive
farming pollution, but it puts aquifers at risk and threatens communities,” Mr. Taylor
says.
“Regional councils must lift their game, urgently. The first thing we need is a national
audit by the Ministry for the Environment to establish the scale of the problem and then a
comprehensive plan to tackle it,” he says.
“Just as councils have failed the community protecting water quality from dairy
pollution, they are now showing how they are failing to protect Kiwis from the toxic
threat posed by illegal dumps.
“These dumps must be outlawed. There are schemes and reputable companies which
handle such waste safely and efficiently and it should be compulsory to use them,”
Martin Taylor says.
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One of the reasons that people keep heading back to Lake Otamagakau. It can provide
absolutely stunning images like this. So beautiful that you just have to put down your rod
and get your camera out. Then having taken the photo just sit back and enjoy. Photo
courtesy of Mark Norton.

CREASY'S COLUMN - BY HUGH CREASY
The heat is on. So is the air conditioning. There are
fierce reflections from boulders that hammer the
suspension. It’s like driving on endless giant judder
bars. Rabbits can hear us coming long before we’re
visible. There are thousands of them and the rabbitproof fence we are driving alongside has become a
colander of protection, and the rabbits pass with
impunity. This is the McKenzie Country and going
off-road requires courage and a cast-iron digestive system.
The pursuit of trout has taken us from lake to river and back to lake. First it was Lake
Alexandrina, where we saw a few fish, one of which was a monster, but our plan of rowing
the margins and casting to cruising fish was upset by drought and seriously hot
temperatures – hitting the mid-thirties – and sending trout to deep water to cool off. The
fish we saw ignored anything cast to them, and we gave up.
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Sitting in an open boat in the boiling sun became singularly unattractive, and was probably
the reason we were the only boat on the lake. The locals had more sense. So it was back to
the air conditioned coolness of the truck, and long draughts of water.
River ventures were also unsuccessful. We saw plenty of fish, but getting a cast to them
required skill and patience. The best fish were in long pools overhung with willows and
surrounded with briar rose. Wading was fine, but casting was a test of skill. Long rods and
leaders soon had flies hanging from willow branches. Short leaders meant pinpoint
accuracy of casting – a skill level we fell well short of. Fish after fish was put down.
Out of the willows and in open water we were able to cast to visible fish, but they lacked
size and fitness. The best fish were in the hardest water. Briar rose is pretty, but making
tracks through it left us with bleeding legs and torn trousers, and getting a back cast caught
in it was a painful experience. So, when somebody told us try the Mary Burn because it
was open water and good access, we were highly expectant.
It’s a pretty stream, running through pretty country, with good access, and you just follow
the signs to get to it. It takes an hour or so to get to fishable water. In the meantime you
pass pool after pool where bog and briar bar access. Hopes rise with time, until I caught
sight of a fish in the open at the tail of a pool. A couple of casts and it was caught. Success
at last, and I ventured to the next pool and another fish. Neither of them were of great size
but the enclosed nature of the pools meant they were a challenge to land, and buoyed by
success I sought a way to the pools we had passed on the way upstream.
I followed the bank and ducked for cover to avoid putting fish
down. In good heart I waded through bog and valiantly fought
briar before reaching a good casting position. A flick cast over
briar to the water put my fly in the way of a big fish that gulped
the fly. Of course, striking and playing a fish while standing in a
bog with a wall of briar between you and the water was a circumstance I had thought of
but dismissed as too negative to suit my mood. The reality proved the difficulty. The fish
was soon lost, along with the fly and a good length of leader.
It was hot work. With no firm ground to stand on my legs were aching. It was time to return
to the track and the truck, and gulp water in the shade.
Time was too short to test the possibilities of the McKenzie Country. We needed more than
a few days to gain some knowledge of the rivers. A passing look at Irishmen’s Creek, the
Hakataramea, the Tekapo and the Waitaki was not nearly enough and the giant trout of the
Tekapo Canal we saw as they splashed and rolled in the powerful surge from the lake, well
out range of a 5-weight line.
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Some anglers were well set up for the challenge, with big rigs and complex lures, but canal
fishing takes a different mindset for success and we were not prepared for it.
For entertainment there are tourists gamboling in the Russell lupins that form a colourful
swathe alongside most of the roads around Tekapo. And the brides and grooms who flock
to the church of the Good Shepherd on Lake Tekapo’s shores. There they display the
cultural sensitivity of a drunken All Black in a rest-room for the disabled. A wooden fence
was being built to restrain them as we watched. Tekapo Takeaways do a good hamburger
and on the way back to Christchurch we stopped at the Fairlie Bakery for a pie. That was
an experience in itself. Word is out about the excellence of their fare, and the small bakery
was packed with a queue reaching the footpath and not a park to be had within a hundred
metres. But the pies were well worth the walk and the wait.
What we needed most on this venture was more time. It’s big country, and wild and it takes
some getting used to, but the rewards are huge, not just in the fishing, but in the endless
possibilities offered for an outdoor experience in an atmosphere of huge freedom. All it
takes is energy.

EDITORS NOTE
Hot, humid, and the remnants of a tropical cyclone.
Hot, humid, and the remnants of a tropical cyclone.
And….wait for it…. Hot, humid, and the remnants of a tropical cyclone.
We really do seem to be stuck in a weather rut at the moment. So, given that frequent
fishing is not really happening maybe it’s a good time to do some gear maintenance and
make sure that everything is working properly. Check that you have all the tippet material
and flies that you will need and that your fly-lines have been cleaned and old leaders
replaced.
You may as well, there’s bugger all else to do.
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FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights or at Hunts Sports.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna dssymes@xtra.co.nz
Secretary - Dennis Smith
376-3375
Herne Bay de.smith@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - John Cuthbertson
413-6993 Greenhithe john.cuthbe@gmail.com
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay
iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna
borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz
Members Ron Blair
09 834 8841 Te Atatu
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
John Dernie
0272 288 616 Glenfield dernie@xtra.co.nz
Trevor Jones
09 817 1026 Titirangi
tfjones.family@gmail.com
Mike Martindale 489 1082 Takapuna
miketmartindale@gmail.com
Faith Moon
027 538 1040 Parnel
faith.moon@xtra.co.nz
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City
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