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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dave is taking a well earned fishing break out at Great Barrier.

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
Andrew, Barrie and Lloyd headed down to the Kaniwhaniwha Stream just out of
Whatawhata over the holiday break for an expeditionary trip. Unfortunately the fishing was
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extremely hard but they did learn a lot about this little Stream. Where to go, what water
looks most promising and probably what time of year would suit the area best.

Lloyd in action with his favourite fiberglass 5wt on the Kaniwhaniwha Stream near
Whatawhata. Photo courtesy of Barrie Barnes.
Other Waipa tributaries are running at full summer low flows and the water is starting to
seriously heat up. The same is happening for the Ohinemuri and its tributaries. If you are
fishing any of these areas then target the ripply water at the head of the pools or the broken
pocket water in between the boulders on the small rapids.
Another report has recently come in that the upper reaches of these tributaries have been
fishing well with numerous good size Trout coming up for the dry.
Rotorua
A recent visit to the Ngongotaha saw this river running fairly low and fishing quite hard.
The Trout were there, including some BIG Browns, but they had been subject to a lot of
fishing pressure over the holidays and so tended to be in quite inaccessible spots and hard
to cast to. That being said there were still fish in the deeper shaded pools that were willing
to bite. Natural nymphs had best results with green bodied flys and Hare & Coppers doing
the damage.
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Russel has been jigging out on Lake Rotoiti with Pat Swift last week and again it was
harder than normal but he did manage to land 7 with the best being this 6.5pd Rainbow
below.
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Taupo Region
Tongariro River – They are looking up! Good reports of solid fish (and a bunch of tiddlers)
taking the dry fly regularly.
Other Rivers – Sorry, no reports coming in on these.
River Mouths – Slow fishing but those being taken are absolute crackers. Flies to use, Grey
Ghost and Jack Spat smelt patterns.
Lake Otamangakau – Some spectacular fish coming out of here with the best being a 14pd
Rainbow taken by local Guide Graeme Dean.

Jimmy with a fat 7pd Otamangakau Rainbow taken on last months Big O Trip. Photo
courtesy of Jimmy Teen.
Saltwater Report
Legal Snapper on the fly have been hard to come buy recently but there are some nice
Kings hanging around. Get out on your boat, or wander down your local beach early in the
morning or late in the evening and give it a go. You might just catch dinner.
Also, some good reports starting to trickle in of nice Snapper in amongst the mangroves.
A recent visit to Meola Reef at low tide by a Club Member saw 17, yes 17, other salt water
fly fishers out there. When it gets that busy it’s time to start doing some exploring and find
some less busy water where you can cast your flies in a little peace.
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When you head out on the sea you just never know what you are going to catch. For
Russell it was a small Shark. Not a lot of big runs but a heavy pull was how he described
the fight. Successful fly, a Pink and White Pat Swift Booby. Photo courtesy of Russell
Nelson.

Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.
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LAST CLUB NIGHT
We had a very enjoyable Christmas Meeting with good food, good company and many a
fishy tale exchanged.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 18th FEBRUARY 7.30 PM
As usual there is no Meeting in January.
The Next Meeting is in February and we hope to see you there.
The address is: Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead.
To enter you can either go through the front doors, continue straight ahead and then take
the stairs (or lift) on your right to go downstairs. Alternatively, you can walk downhill
around the back of the RSA and come in through the side doors that lead directly into the
Meeting Room.
Refreshments are available at the main Bar upstairs, immediately on your right as you enter
through the main front doors. There is plenty of parking.
This month’s Meeting we are having a series of excellent instructional videos that are full
of useful tips no matter what level your fish catching ability may be.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
In certain circles, it is rumored that anciently there was a fly pattern that possessed
such magical fish-catching mojo that no fish could resist its siren-esque call. A fly with
material so secretive that it was said there existed only one source of it hidden high in
the Andes of Patagonia on the testicles of a golden Guanaco. A fly pattern so powerful
that any angler who should possess it was assured of 100 fish days and to whom women
instinctively flock like the salmon of Capistrano.
Curtis Fry - flyfish.com
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Heading to a Lake somewhere this summer? Try tying this dry fly. It is Dave McLellan’s
Damsel. There is a reason Dave was the Dry Fly World Champion…. He casts
beautifully, reads the water very well, and uses flies that work!
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FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Matt Meikle
Available both week days and
09 908 1909
Weekends
027 285 7521
John Gausden
Time limited - weekends
021704373
/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie
john@st-classic.com
barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota
- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater
but keen to learn more on the rivers
John Rust
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
Barry Schultz
Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp
09 4159692
merc used mostly for SW fishing.
e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz
Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that
provides transport, accommodation
& meals etc. whilst camped riverside
or beach front, plus is currently
being fitted out to carry a three person
inflatable with a 4 hp motor.
Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome.
So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition
with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to
iconp@ihug.co.nz
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD
Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the
Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly
caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy
Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes
long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out.

INFORMATION SHARING
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for
some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects.
Member Speakers
Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own
Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so.
Some subjects could be:
Local fishing spots.
National / Taupo fishing regulations.
Riparian rights, access.
Clothing and equipment ideas / tips.
Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies.
So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all.

WHY WE FISH
Somewhere in the wide range of activity between the hard physical effort of wading for
long hours against a swift current in a rocky stream, casting steadily, and the indolence
of lying quietly in the sun waiting for a bobber to go under there is a type of angling to
suit everybody’s mood and everyone’s pocketbook. Fishing is wherever it is
found….Anglings problems are never solved
Lee Wulf - 1999

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST
As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store
and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for
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is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last
weekend and … .’ So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie
on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi

Enrico has been at it again. Before heading back to Italy he made his way down south for
some Spring Creek fishing. Just one of many that he caught. Photo courtesy of Enrico
Bregni.
“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.
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NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM.
For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John
Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com .

CLUB TROPHIES
Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Roy Richardson.
Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.
Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.
I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is
Simon Hoole.
Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
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FOR SALE
Just a reminder, if you ever have any Fishing Gear you are keen to sell then the Club is
happy to put something in the Newsletter for you.

FOR SALE
Pelin 12ft Plywood Dingy 8hp Mercury Outboard
2 Tanks – 11lts each
Oars – Life Jackets – Anchors – Seats
(09) 418 3634 – Ask for Les
$3750-

FLY TYING TUITION
Are You Interested In Fly Tying?
On Tuesday the 3rd we had our fourth Fly Tying Tuition Session at the RSA.
Initially these classes are more for those who are beginning or have done very little fly
tying. We are starting with basic nymph patterns, this month it was Hare and Coppers, and
Pheasant Tail Nymphs, and then move on to other patterns like wee wets and streamers.
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The Class is held in the small meeting room upstairs at the Birkenhead RSA once a month,
on the first Tuesday of the month, and starts at 7pm.
For participants the only requirement is to turn up, bringing a fly tying vise if you have
one. For the evening tuition, everything else, materials, hooks etc. will be provided.
The provision of materials requires that the club knows before each evening the number of
members that will be attending. So please register your interest by email to
barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi by 29NOV19. A follow up email will be sent directly to those
who register their interest by that date.

The first months Fly Tying Tuition in action.

CLUB TRIPS 2020
January – Mohaka River 2020
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes – 28th 29th FEB 1st MAR 2020
March – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip 2020
March – Lake Otamangakau – 27th 28th 29th MAR 2020
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 2020
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July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2020
November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2020
November – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2020
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

FEBRUARY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA
This year’s February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the
weekend of Thursday 27th, Friday 28th, Saturday 29th February and Sunday the 1st of March.
We will again be staying at the Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $105.00 each, which
will cover 2 nights’ accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you
want to come down on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $45 to make it
$150.00.
If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money
to the Club in any of the normal ways.




internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga
as a reference);
by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing
address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com

SALTWATER EXCURSIONS
The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been
raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact
Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar
destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised
at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes
(dssymes@xtra.co.nz).
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Phil with a lovely Lake Rerewhakaaitu Rainbow. Photo courtesy of Phil Gates.

JOKE OF THE MONTH
A couple, both age 78, went to a sex therapist's office. The doctor asked, "What can I do
for you?"
The man said, "Will you watch us have sex?"
The doctor looked puzzled, but agreed.
When the couple finished, the doctor said, "There's nothing wrong with the way you have
sex," and charged them $50.
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This happened several weeks in a row. The couple would make an appointment, have sex
with no problems, pay the doctor, then leave.
Finally, the doctor asked, "Just exactly what are you trying to find out?"
"We're not trying to find out anything," the husband replied.
"She's married and we can't go to her house. I'm married and we can't go to my house.
The Holiday Inn charges $90. The Hilton charges $108. We do it here for $50...and I get
$43 back from Medicare.

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE DECEMBER 2019
It is time to get out there go for a fish
The early December rain has kept river
temperatures cool and most rivers are
going to be in great shape for the summer
holidays so don’t forget your rod.
Right: An empty King Country river.
River temperatures are starting to warm
up so if you plan to fish lower elevation
streams it is worth investing in a
thermometer.
A $25 BBQ thermometer can save you a lot of time and hassle.
If temperatures are above 19°C move upstream or concentrate on the aerated riffles with a
bit of white-water.
This is a perfect time of year to get out there as the early summer weather has kept most
anglers at bay so there are still a lot of uneducated trout out there.
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Waiting On DOC To Open The Whakapapa Intake Road

Although there is an easement allowing driving access over the Whakapapa Intake Road
the Department of Conservation is responsible for informing the new landowner of the
public’s right to cross their farm.
The summary of the treaty settlement that transferred the former Landcorp Farm into
private ownership clearly states that there is no change to public access.
“Public access, recreational use, reserve status and existing third party rights are
maintained”
Despite multiple attempts by Fish and Game and New Zealand Walking Access
Commission staff to contact DOC about the issue there had been no response until
recently.
Fish and Game staff are hopeful that we can work with DOC and the new landowner to
open the Whakapapa Intake Road in the new year.
What most anglers and hunters don’t realise is that the southern access to the 42nd traverse
(Kapoors Road) crosses the same farm and could be shut in a similar manner.
The loss of access to highly valued Crown land through treaty settlement would be a
disappointing precedent in terms of public access to Crown land.
But allowing DOC to give away vital public access post-settlement would be unthinkable
to most outdoor enthusiast.
Rest assured Fish and Game staff are working diligently on this matter and hope to resolve
the issue soon.
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Tokoroa Puts On A Massive Take A Kid Fishing Day
The Tokoroa Sports Fishing Association has
put on another huge kids fishing day.
The event was likely one of the biggest kids
fishing days ever held and got over 300 kids
and parents down to Lake Moanna-nui to
chase the 3+ kg rainbows in Tokoroa’s local
fishing hole.
The biggest fish of contest was a 3.3 kg
rainbow caught Rielley Alloway.
Fish and Game marked and released 50 adult
fish prior to the contest and only 3 of the fish
were caught indicating there are a lot of big
rainbows still lurking in Tokoroa.
Dylan Harpur with a 2.2 kg rainbow

Tight Lines & Merry Christmas
Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish &
Game

EASTERN REEL LIFE DECEMBER 2019
Although we are technically in summer, we’ve had a full range of ‘spring-like’ weather
patterns here in the Eastern Fish & Game region over the last couple of weeks.
A heatwave has been followed up with a big dose of rain, wind and some rather chilly
temperatures.
As we approach the festive season and the weather gets back to ‘normal’, anglers can
expect more typical fishing opportunities in the region.
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Lake Rotorua’s surface temperature currently sits about 20 degrees which is driving
browns and rainbows into the cool refuge of the stream mouths.
This pattern is right on cue for the time of year and we expect it to be a bumper season at
the Hamurana, Awahou, Waiteti and Ngongotaha stream mouths.
Anglers are already picking up
some nice specimens as shown here
by Stephen Flint’s double-digit
brown from Hamurana early one
evening (right).
A thermocline on the regions deep
lakes has been developing slowly
over that last few weeks and
currently sits between 10 and 15
meters from the surface.
Smelt schools can be seen building
here and larger trout are often
found just below them ready to ambush from below.
Lake Rotoiti continues to produce some excellently conditioned fish, as does a much
improved Tarawera and Okataina.
High country rivers and streams received a well needed fresh this week with levels and
temperatures becoming a concern.
Check, Clean, Drain And Dry!
With the holidays fast approaching this is a good time to remind anglers of the importance
of doing our bit to prevent the spread of pest species.
Catfish are in Lakes Rotoiti and Rotorua and it’s critical we prevent them from entering
other waterways in the region.
If you are boating on any of the lakes, carefully check your boat and trailer including the
anchor and anchor well for signs of fish, eggs or weed fragments.
Clean off any obvious foreign materials, drain any water and dry before entering another
waterway. The lakes are ours to look after!
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Tagged Trout
Datawatch tagged trout can now be entered online.
Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 free whole season fishing licences.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
Eastern Region Fishing Diaries – All Lakes And Streams
Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region.
Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from Kilwell:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
Tight Lines
Mark Sherburn, Eastern region Fish & Game Officer.

2020 FISHING LICENCE PHOTO COMPETITION
Don't forget your camera or mobile phone on your next fishing trip.
You could find one of your photos on the front of the 2020/2021 Fish & Game fishing
licence and part of the $4,000 prize package supplied by Kilwell Sports.
There are 4 monthly competitions starting January 2020, each with a $500 Kilwell voucher
up for grabs.
The overall winner will be chosen from the 4 monthly winners by public vote on Facebook
and go home with a $2,000 voucher from Kilwell.
The competition launches 1st January 2020 and all entries will be through the Fish and
Game website.
You can't enter until it opens in January but you can start taking photos now.
Once again thank you to all of you for your support for our great sport over the past year
and best of luck for your fishing.
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FISHING / WEATHER FORECASTING TIPS
How Do You Know When It’s A Good Time To Go Fishing?
Well, there are a lot of fishing forecasters out there, Ken Ring and his Moon charts, Bill
Hohepa and his Maori calendar but below is probably the best and most consistent fishing
forecasting system of them all. The STONE forecast system.
STONE CONDITION WEATHER INDICATION

FISHING FORECAST

Stone is dripping wet

Rain

Excellent

Stone damp on top only

Light misty drizzle

Excellent

Stone is dry

Going to rain.

Excellent

Stone is wet on bottom

Flood receding

Excellent

Can hardly see stone

Foggy

Excellent

Can’t see stone at all

Dark

Excellent

Stone appears fuzzy

Walk, don’t drive

Excellent

Stone upside down

End of the world

Who cares

EDITORS NOTE
Happy New Year to all, and just remember, These Are the good old days so get out there
and fill your cup up.
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FISHING FUNNIES

22

(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights or at Hunts Sports.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna
Secretary - Dennis Smith
376-3375
Herne Bay
Treasurer - John Cuthbertson
413-6993 Greenhithe
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay
Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna
Members Barrie Barnes 021 925 006 Glenfield
John Dernie
027 563 3842 Glenfield
Simon Hoole 021 037 6047 Northcote
Mike Martindale 489 1082
Takapuna
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote

dssymes@xtra.co.nz
de.smith@xtra.co.nz
john.cuthbe@gmail.com
iconpromote@gmail.com
borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz
barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
dernie@xtra.co.nz
hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz
miketmartindale@gmail.com
maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City
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