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PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

Catching up with some Rotorua friends recently who live close to Lake Tarawera, 

reminded me of a memorable trip to the lake some 35 years ago, when I spent a night at 

the Wairua stream mouth close to the well known “Hot Water Beach”. I had arranged to 

meet my mate, John, at Boatshed Bay where he could launch his 17 foot “Buccaneer” and 

from there we would fly-fish various parts of the lake before ending up at the Wairua.  

 

By the time we got there, we had caught and released a number of very respectable fish but 

we were looking forward particularly to the “after dark” action at the stream mouth. When 

we arrived, there were a couple of similar craft at the beach edge with two anglers fishing 
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the small delta and a third guy watching proceedings. It turned out that he was a ranger 

monitoring the trap a little further upstream where there was a “one man” hut and one of 

the boats belonged to him.  

 

As darkness approached, large numbers of fish began to appear 20 to 30 metres off the 

beach porpoising and rolling around but none would take a fly. The ranger told us that once 

darkness fell, the first run would make a move literally past our feet in 6 inches of water 

but that they would also be far more inclined to attack a fly like a Scotch Poacher or Craig’s 

Nighttime and that’s exactly what happened. Within half an hour, more than 20 fish had 

been hooked or landed by John, myself and the other two fishermen. There were so many 

fish trying to get up the stream that they would often bump into our feet in the darkness!  

 

After an hour or so, the other two guys left and with searchlight blazing, made their way 

out of the bay but considerately at low speed and avoiding the “hot” area. John and I 

continued to enjoy great sport including a couple of gear busting runs until things went a 

bit quiet about 10.30. John said that it would probably be a good time to pitch the small 

tent we had brought although the ground was in fact a swamp. His boat had no canopy and 

with the hut being so small that wasn’t an option either.  

 

However, the ranger suggested we sleep in his boat which did have a small cabin and two 

very compact forward berths. Curiously, he had moored his boat bow out into the lake with 

the stern tied to a tree. His explanation seemed to make sense though as it was almost 

impossible to get on and off other than over the stern which given the drop off from the 

beach would have meant a certain swim! We thanked him for his generosity and bade him 

goodnight having confirmed with him that the pre-dawn hour after 5.00am would also 

“produce the goods”.  

 

That however was not to be.  My mate John was an inveterate pipe smoker at that time and 

while it provided the “finishing touch” to the traditional image of the tweed jacket wearing 

angler, it did nothing at all for a good night’s sleep, especially for a companion whose head, 

because of the cramped quarters, was only millimetres away from his!  

 

The snoring volume, intensity and frequency was staggering! Not only that, the 

arrangement of the boat meant that we were literally lying “downhill” with our heads below 

water level and I am absolutely certain that the din of John’s snoring was being transmitted 

straight through the hull and into the sensitive lateral lines of all of those trophy trout on 

the other side. Whether that was the reason or not, from 5.00am until well after dawn we 

neither saw nor touched a single trout.  

 

The ranger had no explanation either other than to suggest that we come back again that 

night but as so often happens it was Sunday and time to go home. 

 

Dave Symes - President. 
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FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

The Mangatutu was holding good numbers of Trout prior to its closure on the 30th of June 

and a number of fish were taken on the recent Club Trip. However it and a number of other 

fisheries are now closed until October the 1st. Despite this you can still get some fun dry 

and dropper fishing in the lower reaches of the Waitawheta and the Ohinemuri as well as 

the crystal clear waters of the Waimakiri and the Waihou.  

 

Rotorua  

There are still some shoreline fly-fishing opportunities available in the Rotorua area but 

most of the rivers are now closed. For full details of what is open / closed check out the 

Fish and Game website https://fishandgame.org.nz/ . 

 

 
Garry with a late season Ngongotaha Brownie of 5pds. Photo courtesy of Garry Roberts. 

 

Taupo Region 

After a night of heavy rain and strong north westerly winds no "dry fly purists" at the bridge 

this morning. Flows peaked at 273 cumecs but have already dropped back significantly and 

are currently around one hundred and forty. 

https://fishandgame.org.nz/
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More heavy rain and gusty westerlies forecast for Central North Island today and 

tomorrow. And as I'm typing away the skies have darkened and there's thunder rumbling 

away as the rain beats against the office window. 

 

Despite his fly fishing background Blue couldn't care less because he's got some new 

swimming holes to retrieve his tennis ball from. 

 

But for the rest of us... you'd have to be expecting some great fishing once things settle 

again at this time of year. 

 

It looks as if there's a lot more rain to come ... both today and most of tomorrow. So it’s 

very likely that levels will rise again. And depending on how much we get it'll be at least 

a day or two before the Tongariro is fishable. 

 

I've often said "the only predictable thing about fishing the river is how unpredictable it 

can be" but I'll be amazed if it doesn't switch on properly after this. This is what typically 

happens...fingers crossed.  

 

Tight lines guys – Mike   www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz  

 

Fishy Tales - If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it 

to iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

 

2018/19  SUBS ARE NOW DUE  
 

2018/19 subscriptions are now due. If you would like to continue your NSFF Club 

membership please make your payment to the Club ASAP. The following payment options 

are available:  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name or membership 

number as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing 

address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

 payment in person to John Cuthbertson (Club Treasurer) at one of the next two 

Club nights.  

You must be a paid up member of the Club to go on Club sponsored trips or participate in 

tuition activities. Please pay promptly to avoid disappointment.  

http://www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz/
mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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The 2018/19 subscriptions are as follows: Adult membership $60, Junior (under 18 years) 

$30, and Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children) $90. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

Catch-and-release fishing is an ecological necessity, not my preference. The practice 

smacks of bad faith, an inauthentic act. 

 

Christopher Camuto - Caught By The Way - 1998 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had Lou Giacon talking about stalking brown trout on the margins of Lake 

McLaren. It was a very enjoyable evening and thank you once again Lou. 

 

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – JULY 17th 7.30PM  

 

This month we have our own Barrie Barnes talking to us about fishing the Whanganui 

River. Barrie has been fishing this area for some time and has developed a wealth of 

knowledge about it. His presentation will be showing various access points to the 

Whanganui, Whakapapa & Taringamoutu Rivers. As well as this he will be talking about 

not just the river entry points but how to get there and extracts from WAMs, riparian and 

crown lands, etc. This is invaluable information for anyone visiting these fisheries. It is 

sure to be an interesting night and we hope to see you all there. 

 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

I still don't know why I fish or why other men fish, except we like it and it makes us 

think and feel. 

Roderick L. Haig-Brown - A River Never Sleeps 
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Kerry Blank just about to net a nice Rainbow. We saw it, the boys watched it turn after 

the fly and called strike. I got the fun of catching it. Photo courtesy of Garry Roberts. 

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD 

 

Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the 

Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly 

caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy 

Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes 

long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out. 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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FLY TYING TUITION 

 

Once again we are having Fly Tying Tuition on Club Nights. This starts at 6.30pm and will 

go on throughout the winter months.  

 

We are very lucky to have Yoshi from Hunting & Fishing running the tuition. He has a 

wealth of Tying experience and can provide enormous assistance to all, from the beginner 

right through to the accomplished tyer.  

 

If you have your own gear then bring it along, if you don’t then come along anyway as 

Tying Gear will be there for you to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

Last months group in action. 
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INFORMATION SHARING  

 
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for 

some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects. 

 

Member Speakers 

Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own 

Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so. 

 

Some subjects could be: 

Local fishing spots. 

National / Taupo fishing regulations. 

Riparian rights, access. 

Clothing and equipment ideas / tips. 

Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies. 

 

So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all. 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Matt Meikle  Available both week days and 09 908 1909 

   Weekends    027 285 7521  

John Gausden  Time limited - weekends   021704373 

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie  john@st-classic.com   

barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota  

- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater  

but keen to learn more on the rivers       

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:john@st-classic.com
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John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

   joan10@live.com   09 415 4919  

          

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition 

with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to 

iconp@ihug.co.nz  

 

 

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST 

 

As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store 

and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for 

is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last 

weekend and … .’   So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie 

on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM.  

 

For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:iconp@ihug.co.nz
mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John 

Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com . 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2018 

 

January – Mohaka River 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

March – Lake Otamangakau 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo  

October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

November – Tuition weekend 

December – Lake Otamangakau 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

SALTWATER EXCURSIONS 

 

The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been 

raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact 

Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar 

destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised 

at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes 

(dssymes@xtra.co.nz). 

 

 

CLUB DAY TRIP TO THE MANGATUTU RIVER 

 

The first club day trip comprised 8.5 members being Leon, Lucas, John, Kerry, Laurie, 

Dave, Cam, Terry and myself, set off from a carpark in Northcote Road at 6am, 23rd June. 

I thought I had given reasonable travelling instructions but certain events that followed 

were to prove me wrong.   

 

The first stop was to be Nguaruawhia at a bakehouse for those who missed breakfast and 

for lunch supplies coupled with a toilet stop for those who needed it. 

 

From there down through Whatawhata, cut over to the Pirongia road and not long out of 

Whatawhata take the Te Awamutu turn off. 

mailto:john.cuthbe@gmail.com
mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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A very happy Lucas Bathurst with a fun Brownie that he caught on the Trip. Photo 

courtesy of Leon Bathurst. 

 

A little bit of custard was turned too at this point.  Leon, who had overtaken everyone south 

of Mercer due to his eagerness to get fishing may have good fishing eyesight, but maybe 

due to the cold had ice in his ears. 

 

Well whilst the first two vehicles took the correct turn the VW thought that Te Awamutu 

via Otorohanga might be the go. Needless to say Kerry and Laurie just boldly went where 
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the vehicle, read VW, in front went.  So we passed through Te Awamutu and stopped at 

the second and final enroute stop. 

 

This was the Waitomo Service Station at the intersection of Wharepunga and Te Kawa 

Roads on Highway 3, as there’s a public toilet there.  Oh! We’re down 50% in numbers. 

A phone call, more than one, went somewhat like this – ‘where are you’?  Passing through 

Pirongia to Otorohanga on Highway 39 – really. 

 

Oh that’s okay we’ll go on to Otorohanga then come back up 3 towards Te Awamutu.  No 

– wrong! Turn back to Pirongia and cut through to Te Awamutu. 

 

Well whilst some of us cooled our heels, literally, it was very cold, the other 50% were 

charging around the countryside in nice warm vehicles. 

 

It all ended up well, they arrived and so ‘hey ho hey ho it’s off down Wharepunga Road 

we did go’. 

 

The grand plan was to stop at the Lethbridge Road Bridge and make our way up to the 

bridge on Wharepunga Road that crosses the Mangatutu River. 

 

On the way up we stopped at the various entry and exit points so all could note for future 

trips. 

 

We did stop to try and contact a farmer or two and did in fact learn of another entry 

point.  The farmer I spoke to was more than happy providing we didn’t cross any fields 

that had stock in them. One reason being that at this time of year the stock would come 

stampeding over thinking they were going to be fed. 

 

After reaching the top bridge we split up with Leon, Lucas and John heading almost back 

to Lethbridge Road to fish the bottom section. 

 

Intrepids, Kerry and Laurie, who were heading to Turangi after this, went in what I would 

call the lower middle section. 

 

There’s what I would say three middle sections each with entry and exit points. 

 

Cam, Dave, Terry and I went to the Wharepunga Road Bridge where the grand plan had to 

become grander. 

 

I will mention that we did see some nice big trout looking down off the bridge. 

 

Due to numbers Terry walked down stream and fished back up then went back down to a 

pull off area and fished up.  
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The total of this area I would now call the upper middle section. 

 

 
Cam, John, and Dave take a breather after the days fishing. Photo courtesy of Barrie 

Barnes. 

 

Cam and Dave went in at the Wharepunga Bridge to fish up stream to the swimming pool. 

 

Me, well what was I going to do.  Ah I know, I’ll walk right up past the swimming hole, 

past the real tough papa rock and overhanging trees and blackberry and see what I could 

find. 

 

Well it was like going down the rabbit hole but first a couple of interesting things.  On 

walking up from the bridge to the swimming hole, past the water Cam and Dave were to 

fish I counted probably close to 30 fish in the 2 – 3.5lb size. 

 

Some were in groups up to five and were very much in spawning mode.  Just before the 

swimming hole I hopped in the water and there was a big ‘plop’ and I thought I had scared 

a Brown from under the overhang. On looking down it was two rats, dog (rat) paddling like 

crazy on the bottom.  What a sight, they glistened with the air trapped in their fur and 
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weren’t making much headway until I tried to stomp them. Acceleration was instant and 

that was the last I saw of them. Where I finally went to the river opens up again in open 

country.  The best I caught was a Rainbow of 3.5 ~ 4lb but at the time it didn’t seem the 

biggest. 

 

Huh, I hear you say.  Well I hooked a fish (I was using my 7ft #3 fiberglass – I love it for 

this water) and it ran me up and down and all over the place for some time. It’s huge I 

thought, Barrie get a grip as all my experience tried to dull the effects of the adrenalin.  Got 

it to the net, what!  Probably about 2.5lb hooked right in the back of the tail.  Ah well what 

fun. 

 

It was 1pm and I had arranged to meet Cam and Dave back at the car at 2pm as we were to 

meet all others back at Lethbridge Road Bridge at 3pm. 

 

Caught up with Cam and Dave on the way back and shared experiences.  Back at the car 

Terry had already gone as he travelled alone and was going to Tauranga. 

 

Driving back down the road we caught up with Kerry and Laurie having just exited their 

beat, a few fishy stories were exchanged and we then bid them safe journey to Turangi. 

 

Coming down on the first beat by Leon’s VW we found John relaxing, as in lying, on the 

grass.  ‘John, you okay’?  Sure, he had a smile and was taking it easy. Leon and Lucas were 

still in the river ‘doing it’ however John said they had both done well. 

 

Overall most everyone saw, hooked and/or caught fish.  Contrary to anyone saying 

otherwise, if they’re game, the first day trip was a success with all having a good time. 

 

Barrie Barnes 

 

 

CLUB DAY TRIP TO MCLAREN FALLS (LAKE MCLAREN) 

 

Following on from the highly successful Day Trip to the Mangatutu the Club is running 

another later this month. 

  

This one will be to McLaren Falls (Lake McLaren), just out of Matamata over the Kaimai 

hill on the road to Tauranga, on Sunday the 22nd of July.  

We will meet at the Takapuna Golf Club car park (beside the Poenamo Hotel) at 6am. 

In the weekends there are no parking restrictions for this carpark. 

The plan is to carpool down to the Lake from there shortly afterwards. 

 

For those who are unable to make the Sunday but can make Saturday 21st give Barrie a 

call. 
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 As we heard on the last Club Night this Lake is easily accessed and is very fishable from 

the shore. 

There is also ample fishing in the outlet canal and other spots.  

The lake is also ideal for small boats and Barrie has confirmed with the Park Ranger that 

electric motors are permitted. 

 

Barrie Barnes has again generously offered to organise this and he will be heading down 

there in his RV ‘The Italian Job’ on Thursday the 19th staying until late Sunday. 

He will be camping in the area that’s above and right beside the Lake, see where marked 

on picture, and we will use his RV as the central meeting point.  

Any others with RVs that are interested in going down please contact Barrie. 

By the time we get there Barrie would have checked out the access points, shore line and 

canal. 

 

This Trip is designed to: 

Show Club Members a fishery they may not have experienced before. 

Illustrate techniques that work best on this fishery. 

Highlight access points. 

 

No limit to numbers 

 

So if you are keen please let Barrie know asap. 

Barrie – Mob: 021 925 006 – email:  barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

 

Map of Lake McLaren area. Photo courtesy of Barrie Barnes. 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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CLUB TRIP TO TURANGI  

 

This year’s Turangi Club Trip is again being organized by Maurice Parlane and will take 

place on Friday 10th, Saturday 11th and return on Sunday 12th August. The Club has booked 

out five rooms at the Sportsman’s Lodge, (www.sportsmanslodge.co.nz), each room holds 

two people, for the weekend and costs will be $105 per person. This will include 2 nights 

accommodation on a twin share basis at the lodge and a slap up BBQ dinner on the Saturday 

night. 

 

Also, there are two double-bed rooms available at $90 per night if you prefer a bit more 

privacy. 

 

If you are interested in going on this please contact Maurice ASAP as this is always a 

popular Trip. Maurice’s contact details are as follows: mobile 021 650 692, or e-mail to:          

maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

 

Sportsmans Lodge new owners, Juliet & 

Matt Alexander, would love to meet you 

sometime soon.  

 

“We will do our best to make your stay 

as enjoyable as possible and if you need 

a pointer in the right direction or 

something booked so you’re ready to go 

when you get here please get in 

touch.  We are here to help”. 

 

“Although we are still fairly new to the 

Sportsmans Lodge, we are not entirely 

new to the area as for many years we 

have been coming to the lake district for 

a bit of R&R at our Bach at Motuoapa, 

sailing, tramping/hiking and of course 

for the fishing.” 

 

“We look forward to meeting the 

members of the North Shore Fly Fishers 

Club in the near future.” 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
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KNOT OF THE MONTH 

 

Surgeon's Loop Knot Details 

 

Uses: The Surgeon's Loop is essentially a Double Overhand Knot. It can be tied quickly 

and easily in the end of a line. It is often used to make a "Loop to Loop" connection in the 

same way that two elastic bands can be hooked into each other. It can also create a fixed 

loop that allows the artificial lure or fly to move naturally.  

Tying it: It is tied in the same way as the Surgeon's Knot.  

Alternative: An extra turn can be used to create a Triple Surgeon's Knot. However, this 

provides minimal additional benefit and makes the knot bulkier.  

Advantages: The advantage for this knot is that is reliable, easy to learn, and some sources 

claim that it retains a high proportion of the rated line strength. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

Bazza lived alone in Tasmania. He wanted to dig his potato garden, but it was very hard 

work. His only son, Jase, who used to help him, was in prison. Bazza wrote a letter to his 

son and described his predicament. 

 

Dear Jase, I am feeling pretty bad because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my potato 

garden this year; I’m just getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. If you were here, 

all my troubles would be over. I know you would dig the plot for me. Love Dad. 
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A few days later he received a letter from his son. 

 

Dear Dad, For heavens sake, don’t dig up that garden, that’s where I buried the BODIES. 

Love Jase. 

 

At 4A.M. the next morning, the Federal Police and local police showed up and dug up the 

entire area without finding any bodies. They apologised to Bazza and left. The same day 

the old man received another letter from his son. 

 

Dear Dad. Go ahead and plant the potatoes now. It’s the best I could do under the 

circumstances. Love Jase. 

  

 

LAKE SNOT-MAKING ALGAE NOW IN LAKE TAUPO  

Jaime Morton - New Zealand Herald – 13/06/2018 

 

 

An algae species that can create troublesome, mucus-like strings known as lake snot has 

likely now spread to Lake Taupō. 

 

The discovery - made from historic samples taken from the Central North Island's 

Moawhango River - has prompted a new plea for anglers and hunters to check, clean and 

dry their equipment. 

 

The microscopic Lindavia intermedia is an extremely small freshwater algae species that 

floats in the water column of lakes and has the potential to create lake snot, which poses 

no known health threat but can clog fishing and boating equipment. 

 

Its detection, revealed by Niwa researchers who were testing historic water samples to 

determine when lake snot first arrived in New Zealand, came a decade after it was found 

in the North Island for the first time, at Lake Waikaremoana. 

 

The problem has been much more pronounced in the South Island, where it has spread 

from lake to lake. 

 

After Horizons Regional Council staff were told of the latest case last month, further 

investigations indicated it was also present in Lake Rotoaira and Lake Taupō. 

 

Testing was also underway on water samples collected from lakes downstream from Lake 

Taupō. 
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Horizons Regional Council's samples from Lake Otamangakau have come back clear, 

however the council would undertake additional testing at popular fishing and recreational 

waterways such as lakes Wiritoa, Dudding and Namunamu. 

 

Where Lindavia intermedia had been found, it was likely this algae species has been in 

these lakes for more than a decade, as historic samples recently retested came from as far 

back as 2005. 

 

"Over that time, the Lindavia intermedia has not produced lake snow effects as far as we 

are aware and we have no evidence of it causing issues to lake users," Horizons freshwater 

scientist Michael Patterson said. 

 

"There is currently no known way of removing Lindavia intermedia once it is present in a 

lake or waterway. 

 

"The conditions necessary to produce the lake snow effect are not clear, more research is 

needed." 

 

 
A Horizons Regional Council researcher takes samples from Lake Otamangakau in the 

Central North Island earlier this month. Photo / Supplied 
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Waikato Regional Council biosecurity officer Paul Quinn said as lake snot produced 

mucus-like strands of slime which hung and drifted under the water, it could stick to fishing 

gear, boat hulls, swimmers, and clog boat, industrial and domestic water supply filters. 

 

While other waterways may also have Lindavia intermedia, rivers and streams with fast 

moving flows were believed to be less than ideal environments for the algae to thrive. 

 

Both councils were looking at options for adding Lindavia intermedia testing to their 

regular monitoring programs and are working with stakeholders and researchers to find out 

more about what conditions influence the growth of the algae. 

 

"In particular, we are keen to understand what causes it to produce lake snow like it has in 

some South Island lakes." 

 

Fish and Game spokesperson Don Rood said Lake Taupō and neighbouring waterways 

were extremely popular trout fisheries, and provided a "huge" recreational and economic 

benefit. 

 

"Trout angling is not only highly valued by Kiwis, but these fisheries also earn many 

millions of dollars in tourist revenue," Rood said. 

 

"We need to do all we can to protect this valuable recreational asset." 

 

Hunters using boats on Central North island lakes were urged to check, clean and dry their 

equipment, particular boats, motors and trailers. 

 

"Spraying them with a five per cent solution of dishwashing detergent or nappy cleaner 

will do the trick, or a two per cent bleach solution," Rood said. 

 

"And be especially cautious if travelling to another lake or river." 
 

 

‘A GOOD START’ - GOVERNMENT’S NEW TOURISM LEVY WELCOMED  

Media Release – Fish & Game NZ – 15/06/2018 

 

Fish and Game is backing the government’s proposed levy on overseas visitors, saying it 

is a good start to tackling the growing pressure on New Zealand’s back country. 

 

The government today announced it wants to introduce a levy of up to $35 on inbound 

visitors to pay for tourism infrastructure and conservation.  It is planned to introduce the 

new charges in 2019. 
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Fish & Game Chief Executive Martin Taylor says the move is welcome and is long 

overdue. 

 

“Our back country is coming under increasing pressure from burgeoning tourist 

numbers.  This tourist tsunami is unsustainable - we can’t go on like this because it’s 

hurting the environment and Kiwis’ ability to enjoy the outdoors,” Mr. Taylor says. 

 

“Tourism is a valuable income earner but it shouldn’t be operating at the expense of the 

average New Zealander wanting to go camping, fishing, hunting or tramping.” 

 

Martin Taylor says the money raised from the levy must be spent improving backcountry 

facilities and protecting the environment. 

 

Mr. Taylor is also welcoming the government’s new strategic approach to tourism. 

 

“Ensuring we protect this country’s reputation as a tourist destination is vital for the 

economy.  The previous uncontrolled approach was threatening to kill the golden goose by 

providing an overcrowded and second rate experience,” he says. 

 

“Today’s levy proposal and the new policy of charging overseas visitors more for using 

huts and campsites on the Great Walks are welcome.” 

 

 

ROTORUA STREAM REPAIRS CONTINUE 
Media Release – Environment Bay Of Plenty – 6/07/2018 

Bay of Plenty Regional Council has now completed repair works at 30 of the 200 locations 

along the lower Ngongotahā, Utuhuina and Puarenga Streams that were damaged during 

the 29 April floods. 

“We made it our first priority to survey the whole Rotorua Lakes area and reduce further 

flood risk by removing the highest risk stream blockages caused by the storm. Since then 

our staff have been working through a prioritised list of sites where erosion repair or debris 

removal is needed to reduce ongoing risk to buildings, access or of debris dam formation,” 

said Bay of Plenty Regional Council Rotorua Catchments Manager Helen Creagh. 

More than $100,000 has been spent by Regional Council on stream clean-up and repair 

work so far. That’s included the removal of at least ten truck-loads of logs, mulched 

bamboo, willow, and other debris from the Ngongotahā Stream. 

Regional Council Rivers and Drainage Engineer Kerry Smith said that some sites have 

taken a week or more to fix, such as at Parawai Marae on the Ngongotahā Stream which 

needed 350 tonnes of rock reinforcement to stabilise the stream bank. 
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“Other sites have taken just a few hours or days to clear debris and fix fences. There’s still 

lots more work to do in the coming months, including planting at some locations. We’ll be 

doing more earthworks as weather, ground conditions and contractor availability allows. 

We’re also establishing stockpiles so we’re ready for erosion repair works this summer 

when stream levels are lower,” Mr. Smith said. 

MS Creagh said that Regional Council staff have also been supporting rural landowners 

with flood repairs and clean-up on their properties. 

“Repairing stream-bank fences and stabilising slips are really important for reducing 

sediment, bacteria and nutrient run-off into local waterways. Some farmers are keen to 

improve their future flood resilience by fencing and planting wider riparian buffer areas." 

"It’s a good way to protect their precious soils and local water quality at the same time, so 

we’re keen to support that approach. We can often help with funding if landowners give us 

a call on 0800 884 880 to discuss their plans,” MS Creagh said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This time it was Dads 

Brownie, but Lucas 

got to help with the 

netting. Photo 

courtesy of Leon 

Bathurst. 
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ALARM OVER APPLICATIONS TO DRAW LARGE VOLUME OF 

RUATANIWHA GROUNDWATER 

Nicky Harper – Hawkes Bay Today – 9/06/18 

 

Concerns are growing about the impact requests to take a further 15 million cubic metres 

of groundwater from the Ruataniwha Plains will have on both the environment and the 

availability of water for Central Hawke's Bay townships. 

Between 2014 and 2017, eight applicants, including major dairy operations, applied to the 

regional council to collectively extract 17 million m3 of 'tranche 2' groundwater from the 

Ruataniwha Basin. 

The Board of Inquiry into Tukituki Plan Change 6 determined that an additional 15 million 

m3 a year of 'tranche 2' groundwater could be extracted as a discretionary activity if the 

adverse environmental effects - particularly on surface water flows and river ecology - 

could be mitigated by river flow augmentation. 

As such, any tranche 2 groundwater consent holder would be required release up to 40 per 

cent of the water they take into rivers and streams at times of low flows. 

The regional council's investment arm, HBRIC Ltd, the company promoting the dam and 

the Ruataniwha Water Storage Scheme (RWSS), had a claim to 10 million m3 of tranche 

2 groundwater but withdrew its application last October, leaving the eight remaining 

applications. 

 
The eight Tranche 2 water take applications 

 

 

These applications were currently on hold, awaiting more details on the augmentation 

schemes, but in the meantime CHB farmer Alistair Setter had written to the regional 
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council chief executive and councillors calling for the consents to be publicly notified or 

better still terminated amid fears of the environmental and social consequences. 

Backed by other concerned residents, farmers and Forest and Bird, he said the ramifications 

were wide ranging if the consents went ahead. 

"Many farmers and businesses that use stream depleting bores are facing the prospect of 

reduced water availability in the coming years due to the minimum flows in the Waipawa 

and Tukituki rivers being increased. 

"The townships within Central Hawke's Bay use water which comes from stream depleting 

sources - while they can continue to take water during ban periods for human welfare, it 

usually means very strict community water restrictions." 

He noted that at his property at Swamp Rd, springs and waterways that had never stopped 

running had done so twice in the last two years, and that many Ongaonga residents had 

been forced to re-drill and lower their bores at the time the larger irrigators started in the 

area in 2004/2005. 

His concerns were echoed by CHB councillor Tim Chote who said the situation had gone 

under the radar. 

"We have to stand up - I'm worried for the ratepayers and the possibility you could all of a 

sudden get water restrictions - we have to know what's going to happen with this." 

Tikokino farmer George Williams said he was concerned about any increased take from 

the aquifer. 

"That to me is going totally against what the regional council has stood up for since the 

moratorium was put on any further allocations - to turn around and take another 15 million 

cubic metres, even though some would be put back in the river, is going to affect everyone." 

CHB farmer and former CHB mayor and regional councillor Tim Gilbertson said if some 

concerned local people had not raised the alarm about the consenting process no one would 

have been aware that eight people could enjoy a massive benefit at the expense of the rest 

of Central Hawke's Bay. 

"If council has 15 to 20 million cubic metres in its own back pocket, it's money in the bank 

to encourage or apply new and exciting, profitable, high value, low input crops like hemp, 

rather than low value, high input enterprises such as dairy farming," he added. 

He also noted that all the information was based on a model. 

"Fifteen years ago we were told there was no connection between irrigation and the 

depletion of Ongaonga's water - there's no guarantee that the model they are using now was 

any better than others used over the years." 
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For Ongaonga resident Bill Stevenson, who along with others in the township had had to 

put a new submersible pump into his well to access diminishing groundwater, the thought 

that there could be additional extraction was a real worry. 

"We've been dealing with dropping water levels for 14 years - in my opinion any further 

groundwater extraction has to be stopped." 

 
This reading from Bore 1426 near Ongaonga, from the HBRC website, shows the 

groundwater level decline over the years, similar to other bore readings on the 

Ruataniwha Plains. 

 

Peter Kittow farms on the outskirts of Waipawa and said from the point of view of a non-

irrigator, and someone concerned about the wellbeing of people who used water further 

downstream, he could not understand why these consents were even being contemplated 

in the face of the evidence that the groundwater levels were dropping. 

"If the rivers are being depleted there needs to be a step back - any more irrigation consents 

should be terminated until the controlling bodies have a greater understanding of what that 

uptake means for the future." 

Gaining that understanding was part of a process that was under way in considering the 

tranche 2 water take applications, said Hawke's Bay Regional Council chief executive 

James Palmer. 

He said the issue arose from the Plan Change 6 Board of Inquiry (BOI) process, when the 

Ruataniwha Dam was pitched as being part of the solution to manage over-allocation of 

water on the plains. 

During development of the plan change a number of irrigators disputed the science, he said. 
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"They said there's deep water below that's not being captured by council science and that 

they should be able to take that water. 

"The council disputed that but in the closing stages of the BOI process the board decided 

it would throw a bone to those concerns and said there could be an allocation of an extra 

15 million cubic metres as long as it was offset by augmentation either from storage or a 

proportion of the ground water take." 

He said the council was uneasy about this as it seemed to be "robbing Peter to pay Paul". 

"The council view was that it could be done sustainably by offsetting the groundwater take 

with equal water stored above ground - that would only have been feasible if the dam had 

gone ahead." 

He said the dam was a crucial factor in the sustainability of the water resource, which was 

why HBRIC put in its application for the entire 15 million cubic metres, later wound back 

to 10 million cubic metres. 

"In the intervening period everything was put on hold subject to the dam proceeding and 

no consents were processed. 

"When the dam fell over those water consents came up the queue and reignited the issue - 

we now have to do more science to see how to mitigate the flows on the surface - 40 per 

cent of ground water taken at any one time would need to be put back in river to manage 

the effects in the short term but that does not solve the long term issue. 

"The council's preference would have been to have never had this tranche 2 water but now 

we have a legal obligation under the plan to give these applications due consideration - it 

would be a hard process to terminate. 

He said the council could not unilaterally override Plan Change 6, it would have to go 

through a comprehensive process to change it which would cost several hundred thousand 

dollars and take nine to 12 months, with the possibility of future appeals. 

"It's an invidious position to be in for the council and community - our current position is 

that we will not be processing any consents until we have more science - once that's done 

the council will assess the nature of the issues and the options to resolve them, at which 

time there would have to be more discussions with the consent holders." 

He said there was at least two more months of work to do and after that there might be 

more science work needed. 

Adding to the problem was the current first in, first served approach to water allocation, he 

added. 

Regional council chairman Rex Graham said he should have been closer to this issue than 

he had been, and now wanted to understand that science a lot better as the concerns raised 

were plausible. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

"I'm very conscious of the situation in Ongaonga with people's wells and also the other 

activities in Central Hawke's Bay. 

"There are a lot of options - we could grant the consents, we could publicly notify them, 

we could terminate them, but we need to know more so we can do the right thing. 

"It's not too late, nothing's granted, nothing's signed - we have to make the right decision 

and if that means we have to fight for it we will." 

 

CREASY'S COLUMN - BY HUGH CREASY  

 

The Challenges Of Winter Fishing  

By Hugh Creasy 
And then the rains came down. It’s always frustrating when you travel for hours to get to 

prime waters to wet a line only to find the clouds opening up and damning your dreams. I 

must be getting used to it. Instead of cursing the weather, on my last venture, I made my 

way to the nearest motel and booked in for a couple of days, happy to read and watch 

television while the floods subsided. 

There were similar conditions on another of my visits to this river, 

many years ago. I drove the road alongside the river until I came 

to a park where the flood had inundated the grass and the swings 

and playground toys were starkly reflected in a calm lake. 

It was still raining when I saw a couple of fish tails waving in still 

water. They were a good 20 or 30 metres from the main flow of the river, and were busily 

feeding on worms, grass grubs, porina moth caterpillars and other insects displaced by the 

flood. I watched for an hour or so while the fish grazed the paddock, and it wasn’t until a 

dog raced into water with a great splash that they fled to safer waters. 

Anyone who visits the West Coast knows the chance of rivers being in flood at this time 

of year is very high, but there are enough lakes and spring-fed streams to feed the angler’s 

appetite if they don’t mind getting wet. The upside is that you are likely to be alone. 

Tourists are often fickle in their fishing wants and are more likely to blame their guides for 

bad weather, than the forces of nature. 

Guides have a hard time in winter. Their clients often have a formidable appetite for alcohol 

when they are not on the water, and the temptation to keep up the consumption rate can 

lead to cirrhosis  of the liver, or at least a stiff hangover. Their clients are on holiday, and 

the guides are trying to run a business. The clients go on the wagon when they return home, 

while the guide has to cope with his next set of anglers raring to live it up. 
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However, the sun will shine, the rivers will clear and an angler must be ready to take 

advantage of any opportunity. My biggest problem is poor memory. I forget where I have 

stored key pieces of gear, and in a workshop full of material collected over decades, it can 

take hours to find where I had stored precious items. 

Even a pair of #12 wading boots disappeared for hours. I found them where I had stored 

them in a moment of extreme tidiness behind a couple of paint tins used in a recent project. 

In fine, warm weather you can dispense with waders, but when snow falls on the tops, the 

rivers run cold and waders become survival clothing. 

I found mine, rolled them out and they looked perfect. On the river, though, they soon 

displayed their faults. In a matter of minutes I had wet feet. Inspection showed the neoprene 

boots had perished. It seems strange that neoprene should deteriorate before the seams on 

the uppers give way. I have a pair of neoprene chest waders purchased more than 30 years 

ago for duck shooting. They are well-used and still in perfect condition. My modern waders 

and the old ones are stored side-by-side, so it is not poor storage that caused the problem. 

The problem is in the quality of materials used. 

Now, I am re-equipped. Cold waters hold no fear. My wading boots are now stored in the 

back of the car, along with the rest of my fishing gear. I wait in expectant hope for the 

rivers to subside. 

My flybox is lined with bead-headed nymphs in various sizes as is a selection of weighted 

and unweighted woolly buggers. 

As each day passes my expectations grow. The fish will be so excited to take my offerings, 

they will find them irresistible, and in my excitement I will probably lose a few. It will be 

sunny, the water will be clear, my casting will place a fly wherever I wish to place it and 

life will be complete. I can’t wait for the day.  

 

EDITORS NOTE 

 

It’s cold, it’s wet, it’s miserable. Must be time for a Trip to Turangi.    

 

I am off down there this weekend so hopefully I can give a good report at the Club Meeting 

next Tuesday. 
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FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights or at Hunts Sports. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President -  Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary -  Dennis Smith   376-3375 Herne Bay    de.smith@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer - John Cuthbertson      413-6993 Greenhithe    john.cuthbe@gmail.com  

Magazine -   Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz  

Members     Ron Blair  09 834 8841 Te Atatu        ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

                     John Dernie  0272 288 616  Glenfield     dernie@xtra.co.nz 

         Trevor Jones      09 817 1026    Titirangi      tfjones.family@gmail.com   

          Mike Martindale   489 1082  Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com                  

         Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

                       
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City 
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