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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
While everyone is familiar with the Ngongotaha at Rotorua, there is another river in the
same area where I have had success every time I have fished there. The Kaituna begins at
the northern side of Lake Rotoiti immediately below the control gates at Okere Falls. That
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part of the river between the gates and the falls further downstream, holds good numbers
of fish which at this time of the year move up to the area just below the gates to spawn.
Some of these fish can be quite large, in excess of 4 kg’s although the biggest are probably
the unlucky ones washed through the gates in flood conditions never to return to Rotoiti.
It is possible to scramble down the bank from the roadside to fish this spot although it is
also the launching point for rafters and kayakers which can create a temporary traffic jam
but on the other hand the fish are well used to being disturbed and so careful, delicate
casting is not a prerequisite.
By crossing over the main road bridge, one can walk down the right bank of the river for a
few hundred metres into a delightful area of fast “gliding” water which always holds good
numbers of fish. My greatest success has been gained by using weighted caddis or mayfly
nymph flies of sizes 12 or 14 on about 3 metres of leader and a small yarn indicator. The
river at this point is reasonably consistent in depth and the fish hold across the full width
but BE WARNED, the bed of the river also features a number of very deep chasms running
parallel with the flow which provide great hiding places for the fish and their food but
while concentrating on casting or playing a fish it is quite easy to step into one of these
“slots” which are probably several metres deep. In fact, on occasions when the control
gates upstream are fully closed for some reason, the local iwi harvest koura (fresh water
crayfish) from the crevices and it is at those times that you can see the huge amount of food
available to both fish and humans alike.
While the area of Lake Rotoiti just above the gates does not strictly speaking form part of
the Kaituna, the flow of course is virtually the same and from the foot bridge over the gates
numbers of very large fish can be seen, particularly at this time of the year, as they pair off
and begin spawning in the gravels of the lake bed. With due care and attention for the
pedestrians and cyclists using the bridge, it is possible to cast a floating line up into the
flow but in order to “get down” to the fish you have to use two heavily weighted glo-bugs
and mend the line like hell as the indicator roars back towards you! However, for those
willing to give it a go, the rewards can be most satisfying. It is the spot where I have caught
more double figure fish than all other spots combined but the other piece of equipment you
will need is a long handled landing net connected to a brave and willing buddy who, once
you have hooked up, will have to scale the handrail and climb down onto one of the
concrete supports to net your fish. It can be done although I have never done it myself. I
have been busy having much more fun doing the actual fishing!
This short story actually relates to a time when I made many more trips to Rotorua than I
seem to make nowadays but I am sure those huge fish, or at least their progeny, are still
waiting for some more intrepid anglers so give it a go. The season in Rotorua closes on
June 30th but a few areas around the various lake edges remain open, so check the local
regulations.
Dave Symes - President.
2

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
Flood after flood after flood. That is the current situation for the Waikato and Coromandel
waterways in recent times. Get down there 3 days after a flood and you will probably have
a ball. If the water is coloured up my pick would be a Copper John nymph and if it is clear
a Cadillac Pheasant Tail, or even maybe a dirty old Glo Bug.
Rotorua
Where do we start with this? On the Club Trip two weeks ago the Lake fishing was very
hard and for 2 of the 4 days of the Trip the rivers were all flooded. However Andrew Mac
headed down there last Saturday and had a great day, hooking 16. It is very much a case of
being there on the right day. So I suppose the story has to be just keep an eye on the
weather and head on down there with your fingers crossed.

Two of Andrew’s fish that followed him home for dinner. Photo courtesy of Andrew
MacPherson.
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Flies that are working, Glo Bugs, Glo Bugs, Glo Bugs.
Immediately after Andrew’s visit the area had another huge flood with 150mm of rain
falling over a short period and the Ngongotaha almost bursting its banks again. The river
was a mess during the Club Trip with flood debris everywhere, no doubt that will have
been added to.

Taupo Region
With Queen’s birthday weekend behind us for another year it’s been much quieter around
town the last few days. As always during the holiday the Tongariro and nearby rivers had
a lot of attention with most of the car-parks occupied at some time or other. Overall I don't
think anglers found it easy but there were fish around if you could find them. There have
been fish trickling through the Braids and lower river most of the week. Still no big runs
and without that nice "spread" of fish you have to keep on the move and even re-visit likely
places during the same day.
For the last couple of days that bone chilling southerly wind has returned. And despite
wearing plenty of thermal layering underneath the waders and jacket, it’s still bloody cold.
If you're standing in the river you have to be sensible when it’s like this. Take regular
breaks and don't stay in too long because when you're exposed to that wind chill it takes
ages to warm up again.
The "bridge pool diehards" have been in the pool every day ... undeterred by the wind.
And the indicators were flying out there again this morning.
I have fished the indicator, though I've had more success Czech nymphing. But it's not easy
with a big downstream bow in the line. And you have to watch the sighter like a hawk to
spot the takes.
Most rivers have "go to" patterns or colours that work better than others. Over the years
alongside the usual selection that most of us carry I've done well with nymphs tied with
green dubbing and a red rib ...also olive dubbing with a copper rib.
Bead colour can also make a difference. For me black beads work best with the caddis pupa
I like to use. Whereas copper or silver beads catch more if I'm Czech nymphing.
I'm not sure why ... but where you position different colour BH flies on your rig also
influences the outcome. For instance copper often works best on the bottom, while silver
is better on the dropper above. And there is evidence that trout mistake the silver bead for
the gas bubble some aquatic nymphs generate to help them rise to the surface during a
hatch.
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I fished yesterday in a pretty cold gusty southerly and found it tough going. I hadn't been
to Judges for a while but with fish drip-feeding through lower down, thought it might be a
good option. The problem here is the sun comes up behind you on the TRB and you have
to be mindful of what your shadow is doing. Especially when the sun is low in the sky. It
also takes a long time to get any sun on your back {because of the tree-line} and with the
icy blast to contend with as well I didn't stay long.
The Braids has been kind to me lately, so I warmed up with a brisk walk back to the swing
bridge and drove over to Herekiekie Street. The place was empty when I got there but I
bumped into Peter later who was making his way from the lower bridge. He told me there'd
been nothing doing on the wet-line there either.
I tried a few spots but in the clear water you can usually sight the fish fairly easily here and
I didn't see one...so after an hour drove back to Koura Street. There's a little spot I like to
tuck myself in, not far from the bridge. And third drift down the sighter line paused and I
found myself playing a very pregnant brown trout.
The runs will build from now on and sooner or later the Tongariro will inevitably begin to
fire. In the meantime the lower river, Hydro and Stag are all worth trying and if you enjoy
graffiti and plenty of company you know where to go.
Tight lines guys – Mike

www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz

Fishy Tales - If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it
to iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.

The big ones are still
around, 12.5pds of
Tongariro Hydro Pool
Brown. Photo via
Sporting Life in
Turangi, originally
Pablo Willmann.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Sometimes, concentrating on some deeply undercut bank, if you were lucky you could
catch a glimpse of something dark and larger than anything your imagination could
conjure.
Nick Lyons - Mornings

LAST CLUB NIGHT
Last month we had our AGM and we managed to get through a bunch of ‘housekeeping’.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – JUNE 19th 7.30PM
LAKE McLAREN
At the June meeting, Lou Giacon will talk about stalking brown trout on the margins of
Lake McLaren.
The lake is a relatively close fishing destination, on the eastern side of the Kaimai Ranges,
on SH 25 which runs between Matamata and Tauranga. It is a part of a 190 Ha park,
administered by the Tauranga City Council, which apart from the lake, contains three
camping areas costing $10 per night per person, plus a hostel accommodating up to 16
people for a cost of $119 per night. More details can be found on the City’s website.
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From the lake, water runs to a power station along the 2.5 km Ruahihi Canal (top left on
the map) which also contains brown and rainbow trout. The canal has paths on both sides
and it can be crossed at the penstock control gates at its northern end. You can check this
out if you Google Ruahihi Canal.
Lou is an accomplished stillwater angler and this should be a very informative presentation.

WHY WE FISH
Fishing, for many, is an indispensable connection to earth and life, and it matters little
that the multitude that practices it is incapable of translating its ambiguities to another
idiom.
Thomas McGuane

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD
Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the
Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly
caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy
Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes
long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out.

INFORMATION SHARING
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for
some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects.

Member Speakers
Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own
Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so.
Some subjects could be:
Local fishing spots.
National / Taupo fishing regulations.
Riparian rights, access.
Clothing and equipment ideas / tips.
Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies.
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So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all.

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, now has a brand new 14.4 home 09 834 8841
Marco with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Matt Meikle
Available both week days and
09 908 1909
Weekends
027 285 7521
John Gausden
Time limited - weekends
021704373
/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie
john@st-classic.com
barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota
- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater
but keen to learn more on the rivers
John Rust
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition
with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to
iconp@ihug.co.nz

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST
As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store
and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for
is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last
weekend and … .’ So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie
on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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“BROWN TROUT TROPHY”
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.
NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM.
For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John
Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com .

CLUB TRIPS 2018
January – Mohaka River
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
March – Lake Otamangakau
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo
October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
November – Tuition weekend
December – Lake Otamangakau
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.
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SALTWATER EXCURSIONS
The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been
raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact
Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar
destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised
at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes
(dssymes@xtra.co.nz).

NGONGOTAHA TRIP REPORT
The big story for this Trip was the weather. There were plenty of fish in the river but for
all of Friday and Saturday it was all but unfishable. Not to mention wet, howling winds at
times, and cold!
Those of us fortunate enough to go down on the Thursday managed to get some decent
fishing in before the rain took hold, but for those who arrived on the Friday it must have
been very disappointing. Typically Sunday dawned and the river was in perfect condition
and the fish were biting again. Just in time for everyone to head home.
Ce La Vie, sometimes fishing can be like that.

Just one of many logjams throughout the river. Photo courtesy of Hugo McGrath.
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The big news of the weekend was the shock of just how huge the flooding must have been
in the Ngongotaha. We saw Beehives lodged up in tree branches many feet above us,
innumerable huge logs everywhere and even a dinghy stuck high and dry on a bank 12 feet
above our heads. The Ngongotaha is a small stream so this must have been a terrifying
flood.
The one redeeming feature of the Trip was the company. As always a great group of people
and thank you to everyone for making it a good weekend despite the fishing.

By Sunday morning the river had cleared to a good fishable colour once more and the
Trout came out to play. Andrew Mac with a nice 3pd Jack Rainbow.
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CLUB TRIP TO TURANGI
This year’s Turangi Club Trip is again being organized by Maurice Parlane and will take
place on Friday 10th, Saturday 11th and return on Sunday 12th August. The Club has booked
out five rooms at the Sportsman’s Lodge, (www.sportsmanslodge.co.nz), each room holds
two people, for the weekend and costs will be $105 per person. This will include 2 nights
accommodation on a twin share basis at the lodge and a slap up BBQ dinner on the Saturday
night.
Also, there are two double-bed rooms available at $90 per night if you prefer a bit more
privacy.
If you are interested in going on this please contact Maurice ASAP as this is always a
popular Trip. Maurice’s contact details are as follows: mobile 021 650 692, or e-mail to:
maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
Sportsmans Lodge new owners, Juliet &
Matt Alexander, would love to meet you
sometime soon.
“We will do our best to make your stay
as enjoyable as possible and if you need
a pointer in the right direction or
something booked so you’re ready to go
when you get here please get in
touch. We are here to help”.
“Although we are still fairly new to the
Sportsmans Lodge, we are not entirely
new to the area as for many years we
have been coming to the lake district for
a bit of R&R at our Bach at Motuoapa,
sailing, tramping/hiking and of course
for the fishing.”
“We look forward to meeting the
members of the North Shore Fly Fishers
Club in the near future.”
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KNOT OF THE MONTH
Surgeon's Knot Details
Uses: The Surgeon's Knot, or Surgeon's Join, is easy to tie and is useful to join two lines
of moderately unequal size, e.g., a tippet to a leader. It is actually tied as a Double
Overhand Knot - which probably explains why it is sometimes known as the Double
Surgeon's Knot - redundant because "Surgeon's" implies the use of the two turns.
The Surgeon's Knot allows you, with the same leader, to select the size of tippet to suit
the size of the fly. It is usually used to join two pieces of monofilament.
Tying it: The Surgeon's Knot can only be tied with a tippet because the usual method of
tying it requires the entire length of the tippet to be passed through the overhand knot
twice. After forming the knot, carefully set the knot by pulling on all four ends.
Alternative: As an option, the two lines can be passed through the overhand knot a third
time to form the Triple Surgeon's knot.
Advantages: The Surgeon's Knot is one of the easiest knots to learn and is an excellent
knot to join two lines of moderately unequal size.
Disadvantages: It is rather bulkier than the Blood Knot and creates a slight angle in the
line.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
Yesterday my daughter e-mailed me AGAIN, asking why I didn't do something useful
with my time.
"Like sitting in a boat fishing and drinking wine before dinner is not a good thing?" I
asked.
Talking about my "doing-something-useful" seems to be her favourite topic of
conversation.
She was "only thinking of me," she said, and suggested that I go down to the Senior
Centre and hang out with the fellows.
I did this and when I got home last night, I decided to play a prank on her.
I e-mailed her and told her that I had joined a Parachute Club at the seniors centre. She
replied, "Are you nuts?
You are 76-years-old and now you're going to start jumping out of airplanes?"
I told her that I even got a Membership Card and e-mailed a copy to her.
She immediately telephoned me and yelled, "Good grief, Dad, where are your glasses?!
This is a Membership to a Prostitute Club, not a Parachute Club."
"Oh man, I'm in trouble again," I said "I really don't know what to do.
I signed up for five jumps a week!!"
The line went dead.
Life as a Senior Citizen is not getting any easier, but sometimes it can be fun!

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE MAY 2018
Plenty of big fish to be caught this winter
It has been an amazing season with plenty of happy anglers and big fish but it’s not over
yet. Despite the occasional monsoon rains disrupting plans, the anglers that made it out
have been happy they did.
Fisheries manager Adam Daniel has fished the Whanganui and Lake Arapuni recently and
boasted “my nine-year-old caught two rainbows over four pounds in less than a half an
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hour on Lake Arapuni and I had a monster straighten my hook out on my fist cast into the
Whanganui last weekend”.
Matta
Daniel
Arapuni Rainbow

with

a

nice

Fish are beginning to move into position for spawning
so it’s a great time to start to fish around the lower
reaches or the mouth of spawning tributaries.
Please be respectful of our spawning fish and keep in
mind early spawners will be in some of our rivers
prior to the season closing so avoid wading in
spawning gravel or disturbing spawning fish.
Spawning fish can also lead to poaching so please be
vigilant and don’t hesitate to report poaching to Fish
& Game (07) 849-1666.

EASTERN REEL LIFE MAY 2018
A typically well conditioned rainbow from Tarawera
this season.

Winter spawning runs are well underway with
promising fishing occurring at the stream mouths and
fish release points around Rotorua.
Our Te Wairoa trap run is well ahead of this time last
year so expect good fishing to continue around the region.
To date, the fish we’ve seen have been in excellent condition perhaps as a result of good
food availability during the autumn smelting.
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Boaties have experienced excellent catch rates too on Tarawera and some really solid fish
on Rotoiti over the last few weeks.
The Ngongotaha took a serious hammering during flooding on the 29th of April but has
recovered remarkably well and was fishable again within a week.

ENVIRONMENT MINISTER ADMITS SOME DAIRY FARMERS MAY HAVE
TO REDUCE COW NUMBERS UNDER TOUGH NEW WATERWAY
POLLUTION RULES
tvnz.co.nz – 6/05/2018
Environment Minister David Parker has made a stunning admission that dairy farmers may
have to reduce cow numbers in some parts of the country to meet tough new regulations
being considered by the Government.
Mr. Parker today told Q+A he's pushing ahead with the new rules to protect waterways
from the harmful impact of intensive dairy farming.
The Environment Minister is on a mission to clean up New Zealand's dirty waterways. He
wants tougher nationwide soil quality rules that would cut nutrient and effluent loss into
rivers.
The upshot would be fewer cows.
"Yes in some areas, the number of cows per hectare is higher than the environment can
sustain. That won't be done through a raw cap on cow numbers, it will be done on nutrient
limits, the amount of nutrient that can be lost from a farm to a waterway," he said.
Mr. Parker warned there will be no compensation for farmers affected.
"No, you don't compensate people for stopping pollution."
But Federated Farmers insists recent studies show progress is already being made.
Chris Allan of Federated Farmers said a report found, "we've got more waterways
improving than actually getting worse".
As for what cutting cow numbers would mean for communities dependent on dairying, Mr.
Parker doesn't know.
"We haven't done an analysis of what the economic effects would be. But it's very, very
difficult to model," he said.
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National says the Government doesn't want the public to know the cost of reducing cow
numbers.
"They don't want to know what the costs of reducing stock numbers would be and a shift
away from our dairy-based economy. And they sure as heck don't want the people of New
Zealand to know what those costs are," said Paul Goldsmith, National's Economic
Development spokesperson.
Mr. Parker, however, says said the Government will help farmers switch to cleaner farming
practices, such as horticulture.
"We're actually not going to subsidise land use change, but we will enable it through the
new technologies that we are willing to subsidise to bring forward," he said.
Mr. Goldsmith said: "It's very easy to close down large industries and reduce large
industries. It's much harder to find replacements that actually work in the real world."
Q+A presenter Corin Dann says water is now shaping as big battleground issue for the
Government this term, and we can expect more details on the new regulations later this
year.

FISH & GAME WELCOMES NATIONAL PARTY TURNAROUND ON
ENVIRONMENT
Media Release – Fish & Game NZ – May 2018
Fish & Game is welcoming National Party leader Simon Bridges’ pledge to “reset” the
party’s environmental policies, saying it is good to see him finally acknowledge the new
political reality in New Zealand.
Simon Bridges made the pledge at the annual Blue Greens Conference in Canterbury
during the weekend.
Mr Bridges told delegates he would be “resetting” National’s approach to environmental
issues and that good environmental practice is crucial for securing our children and
grandchildren’s future.
Simon Bridges said the environment isn’t an optional extra and a strong economy isn’t
worthwhile if “we’ve ruined the environment”.
Fish & Game’s Chief Executive Martin Taylor says Mr Bridges’ efforts are welcome.
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“The last 15 years has shown what can happen when environmental issues like declining
fresh water quality are not properly addressed,” Mr Taylor says.
“The new reality is that no political party can win an election without policies that
specifically and realistically address issues like water quality and climate change.
Martin Taylor says the majority of the public supports such action.
“The recent public opinion survey done for Fish & Game shows pollution of our rivers and
lakes is one of the top two concerns for New Zealanders, with three quarters of those
surveyed saying they are concerned about pollution of our rivers and lakes,” Mr Taylor
says.

Even the lake fishing was hard in Rotorua but when the boys managed to get into one
they were crackers. A fat 4.5pd Rainbow. Photo courtesy of Russell Nelson.
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BETTER BACKCAST PRESENTATIONS – PART 1: BRACING
This article is from the Deneki Newsletter - https://www.deneki.com/ - Check it out.
A challenge most anglers face when attempting to deliver the fly on the backcast is that the
muscles used to drive the rod tip backwards are not nearly as strong as those used to drive
the rod tip forward (as in a typical forward cast). For the majority of casters (those who
prefer to cast with their thumb on top of their grip), the thumb is also positioned on the
underside of the rod on the backcast, making a weaker grip than that of the forward cast as
well. Therefore, it’s not uncommon for anglers to feel they’re unable to muster up the
power/strength on the backstroke required to bend the rod deep enough to drive the
‘backcast’ towards their target. This is especially apparent when attempting to present the
fly on the backcast into the wind.
To remedy this, an effective technique to increase your strength on the backstroke (in turn
increasing the bend you’re able to put into the rod) is to brace the butt of the rod against
your forearm on the backstroke. Doing so offers more leverage against the rod, allowing
you to better control the rod with the stronger muscles in your upper arm and shoulders
than by only your wrist and forearm. It’s known as ‘bracing’ and it works wonders to
increase the power of your backstroke, particularly when dealing with heavy salt water
rods, wind-resistant flies, and windy conditions.
Keep in mind that the same principles apply when presenting the fly on the forward cast
with a stiff wind from behind. Bracing on the backstroke can help straighten your backcast
for better forward casts too.
Give it a try!

6 TIPS FOR LANDING BIG FISH
This article is from the Deneki Newsletter - https://www.deneki.com/ - Check it out.
You stood your ground, put the heat on, and fought your fish like a champ. Now you
can see your quarry and it’s time to start thinking about putting the mesh on him. Whether
you’re fighting the fish or wielding the net, consider these tips in order to seal the deal.
1. Keep your leader out of the guides. Whenever landing fish, it’s never a good
idea to reel past your leader to fly line connection (or your sink tip to fly line if
using a spey rig). A bulky connection can hang up in the rod guides on an
unexpected run, potentially causing a break off.
2. Find good landing water. After you hook up and are under control, look for
soft water nearby to land your fish. Once you find good landing water, stand your
ground! Try not to stroll down river unless you absolutely have to.
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3. Get the fish upstream. When working with a net man, the angler should work to
get the fish upstream or in front of himself. The net man should be positioned
downstream of the angler. This position gives the angler maximum control of the
fish with minimal strain on the leader.
4. Get his head up. Once the fish is in line to slightly upstream of you, make a big,
slow lift of the rod, raising the fish’s head up. Continue the lift in an overhead arcing
motion to direct the fish’s head towards the net man. Fish can’t swim backwards,
and doing so allows the fish to move only in an upward direction while the net man
makes his approach.
5. Be patient. When netting fish, it’s important to wait for the right moment. Make
sure the head is up and the fish is in a direction allowing you to net the head, not
the tail. Jumping the gun often leads to a miss, or even worse, hitting the leader
with the rim of the net.
6. Don’t ‘Scoop’ the Net. A common mistake when netting big fish for the first time
is attempting to net the fish by ‘scooping’ the basket through the water. Big fish
have a lot of surface area, as do nets big enough to hold them. That means they
move a lot in the current. Sticking a big net in the water and trying to ‘scoop’ up
the fish by lifting it through the water column is a great way to miss completely.
Instead, net your fish by quickly stabbing the basket underneath the fish, applying
downward pressure on the net handle (to raise the front of the basket), and pulling
the basket backwards, all in one swift motion.

2018 KAI IWI LAKES FISHING COMPETITION
Fish & Game Northland
Christine Goodhue with some good condition trout and the
winner of the lucky draw Kayak at the 2017 competition.
It’s that time of the year again when we hold our annual Kai
Iwi Lakes trout fishing competition. Make sure you save the
date of the 7th And 8th July 2018 into your calendar.
Flyers and tickets are available from Nola Sports Dargaville
and McCoy & Thomas stores in Whangarei and Dargaville
and on the Fish & Game website.
The ticket prices are: $50.00 per adult.
As part of our “Take a Kid fishing” programme, juniors and
children are FREE to enter but they must register and they
must be accompanied by an adult.
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We are looking forward to seeing you and your family all participating in this great event.
We appreciate the support of our sponsors for making this fun family event happen.
Check out our website for tips on how to catch your competition winning trout.

THREE SWITCHKATEERS TIGHT LOOPING IT ON THE TONGARIRO
By Simon Hoole – Via the www.flyfishinginxs.kiwi website.
The ILFF (I Love Fly Fishing) team set out on the mighty Tongariro for a good few days
of swinging action all armed with Switch and Spey rod with OPST setups and a whole lot
of flies to chuck about. I had been down for a few days nursing a horrible cold but getting
in some fishing time when Barrie and Mike arrived. Right away Barrie was chomping at
the bit to get out so we walked down to the Island Pool for a quick evening fish where
Barrie got straight into a nice rainbow which went straight back to appease the river gods.
Barrie with a beautiful
fresh run Rainbow.
The next day saw us swing
down one of our favourite
runs for half of the day
with a few rainbows
caught but not a whole lot
of action to report. It was a
beautiful, hot, clear blue
day and fish seemed few
and far between, and only
one small pod of fish must
have entered as a beautiful
chrome rainbow was
landed and got excitement
up for a bit. We explored
and put in some wellneeded casting for the
remainder of the day
swapped rods and messed
about.
The next day started off similar to the last as we hooked up with a fellow NSFF’s (North
Shore Fly Fishers) member Dennis and could only think of a few places guaranteed to fit
4 swingers comfortably so we went about working that run. We were joined by Steve who
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had been bunking down next door to Dennis at the Tongariro River Motel and so had 5
people swinging down this long run to very little action. Everyone we met (guides
included) sounded the same experience that it was so nice and dry and that very few fish
were in the river at the time. Well needed rain was on its way but not until we were
scheduled to depart. After dropping Dennis off to his patiently waiting wife we decided to
get out for an evening fish and dropped back down to the river.

Mike throwing tight loops right across the Tongariro.
Once Barrie B. now Barrie the Brown Slayer (releaser, actually) got the evening going
catching and landing 3 beautiful Tongariro lumps of gold within 40 minutes all on ILFF
black Intruders, our new night fly of choice. The first was a whopping 7.5 jack that
absolutely smashed him on the swing and wasn’t going to succumb to the pressure without
a good fight. Barrie’s CLA reel’s clicker was screaming and it was all on! Getting him near
the bank on a 5wt proved to take a while and I took the initiative to get out and net the
beauty. However, with Barrie’s ridiculously small net (for the fish size) this proved to be a
bit of a mission. 4th swipe and I managed to get the whole fish in there. After this he
proceeded to land a beautiful chunky nugget and then got hammered by long fish with a
crocodile head that had him scrambling to stay upright. I saw the fish take and Barrie
flopping about wildly and almost wet myself.
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Mike ended up picking one of these beauties off from the bottom with a different
experience. His just nipped at the flies softly and eventually he found some connection and
struggled the big beast in. Awesome to see the guys get into some beauty browns but I
went hungry that night vowing to come back the next night and put things right.
The next day saw us venture off up the river in the rain starting at the Red Hut Bridge. We
trekked all the way up to the Blue Pool and then fished our way back. Fishing was hard,
but we picked up a few rainbows, had a hook bent open and had a violent break off occur,
which kept us interested. Along the way it felt like we were chartering some unknown as
a lot of river has changed since the mega flood not so long ago. We made it back to the car
and luckily stayed nice and dry apart from cuffs and necks from the Aquaz setups. They
handled the weather well and didn’t show an ounce of give to the slow trickle of rain that
never ceased. Mike was cold and a bit worn out (no Aquaz Trinity jacket! ;) and offered
to cook us dinner while Barrie and I went for a quick evening fish, which sounded like the
best idea in the world! Thank you Mike!

What a bit of night fishing and an I Love Flyfishing Intruder Fly can produce.
We got there and I had my ILFF black intruder on and was rearing to go. Barrie was doing
something on the bank (I think he was trying to give me a chance ;) and I got to work
swinging. He entered the water right above me but I hadn’t had a tug yet. Then bang, bang,
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BANG something hit heavy and hard and peeled off line and it was all on. A few great runs
and then it ran straight towards me which had me frantically stripping line. I managed to
steer it near the bank and into the net and wow what a weight! A beautiful 8lb Tongariro
hen was staring up at me. The first brown hen as all the others had been jacks! We got a
few snaps and she lurked off grumpily into the darkness making my trip and putting me on
the board with the guys.
Great time getting out with the team testing gear, casting loops, swinging flies and sharing
some good old banter! Can’t wait to get back there! Tight lines and chrome runs
everybody!

The three amigos go fly-fishing. Well sort of, they were wet lining after all   .

WATER IS TAONGA BUT WE TAKE IT FOR GRANTED
Libby Harrison – The Country – 31/05/2018
It's almost two years since the alarming outbreak of campylobacter in Havelock North in
which more than 5000 people got sick from drinking contaminated water.
Water and our waterways continue to dominate the headlines. There has been the
controversy around the environmental impact of the historical use of firefighting foams
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which find their way into ground water, ongoing concern about dirty rivers that can't be
swum in safely and general angst about the cleanliness of our water.
All this talk going on about our waterways also comes with a fair amount of finger pointing
at who we think messed them up.
The fact is, we all share our water and we're all more responsible than we think for keeping
it clean.
Think of it like a flatting situation, where you're all responsible for keeping the bathroom
and kitchen clean. Some of us really care about our home environment and some don't give
a toss and that impacts on all of us.
It's the same with our waterways. No matter whether you're engaged a lot or a little with
New Zealand water, the way you care or don't care about it impacts on everyone.
That's because all our waterways are connected, so the dirty water you threw down the
drain after you cleaned your paint brush or the suds that trickled down the footpath when
you washed your car are all contributing to polluting water.
Water is not just the river that you can no longer swim in, it's the groundwater that feeds
it, the surface water, storm water, grey, coastal and waste water – they're all interconnected
and the way we treat one will impact on the others.
Water systems refresh themselves over decades and the work we are doing now to monitor
and improve our water will take generations to show the benefits.
There's already an incredible amount of really smart science that is being used to monitor
and address our water issues.
Take the new technology being developed by ESR science leader Dr Liping Pang, which
helps improve drinking water quality by providing water suppliers and water treatment
plants with better tools to assess their treatment processes.
This pioneering research is an easy, cheap and accurate way to track groundwater
contamination in aquifers.
While our science can help improve things, looking after our water is also about our
behaviour toward this vital resource.
Currently in New Zealand there are a lot of Kiwis who care about our environment but a
lot less who take care.
We've been taking water for granted for too long. As early as the first European settlers we
were throwing waste into the water.
And nowadays I still see people expecting the sea to wash away their dog's poo at the beach
- the same sea we swim in and fish in for our kaimoana.
In New Zealand our water is taonga but we take it for granted.
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The campylobacter outbreak in Havelock North was an enormous wakeup call for us all.
We have to not only take more care but learn more about looking after our waterways. We
have to educate ourselves on how to be better caretakers of our environment – we owe it
to our country and to future generations.
And it is not just water safety, we also need to think about water security – will there be
enough in the future?
At the moment we have plenty of water but climate change could alter that and put some
of our most vulnerable communities at risk. How do we adapt to this? These are the
questions science can help solve.
At ESR, we're working hard to understand more about our water, to collect and manage
the data around it and to manage the health of our water systems.
But we are also working at shifting behaviour to help educate everyone about the value of
water and how to care for it.
Science is here to help but the real solution is in our own behaviour.
* Dr Libby Harrison is ESR's Health and Environment general manager.

MOHAKA RIVER LEVELS
The McVicar Road river gauge that NIWA monitored, and which could be accessed
through the Hawkes Bay Regional Council website, has gone off-air, apparently as a costsaving measure by NIWA. Fortunately, and very commendably, a company making
canoeing equipment has set up its own gauge close to the SH5 bridge. To check the river
level, go to Shaggy Design.com/gauges/Mohaka.
My friend, Deon, of RaftFish NZ, says that a flow of 40 cumecs (or less, obviously) is
usually fishable. The Shaggy Design home page shows an abseiler installing the gauge on
the pylon of an earlier bridge just downstream of the present bridge.
Dennis Smith

CREASY'S COLUMN - BY HUGH CREASY
Opening weekend of the game season came and went, and the
boom of shotguns died away with hardly a repeat of the opening
morning fusillade. All that remained were a few errant decoys
washed up on the river bank when heavy rain took hunters by
surprise. On a mid-week morning, with the air clean and fresh,
26

and the river obligingly subsided, a venturesome angler peered out at the rising sun and felt
the urge to wet a line.
The hunt for ducks kept sensible anglers in their beds, or at their fly-tying vices devising
new ways of capturing their chosen prey.
The array of new materials catering to changing fashions among fly fishermen is quite
staggering. It seems the most fashionable flies no longer attempt imitation of an insect, but
by sheer garishness and gaudy allure they attract fish in the same way the lolly counter in
a supermarket attracts five-year-olds.
Industry has supplanted nature in the quest for materials. Everything glistens and gleams –
there is no subtlety. What would Skues or Sawyer think – those originators of modern
nymph fishing. They would probably give three cheers. Modern methods and materials
catch fish. And that is the primary reason we go to the rivers and lakes. Some have more
domestic reasons for being there, and there are many thankful wives who bid farewell to
their husbands when the sun shines and the river calls.
Among all the innovations, a few stand out. One of the simplest
is the leader ring. These tiny, strong rings between leader and
tippet eliminate the need for tying complex knots, and losing
mono, when you have to replace your tippet. You can also attach
a section of mono for a dropper, or an indicator if you wish to
fish a shallow drift. When you reach deeper water, and use a
heavy nymph, detach the indicator and reattach at the end of your flyline.
The other innovation is the use of synthetic dubbing products. It is no longer socially
acceptable to go about banging baby seals on the head and shaving their fur to use in fly
bodies. Synthetic dubbing materials do a better job and cost a lot less. Hare’s ears are still
on the fly-tier's menu, and as the flesh of the creature is delicious to eat, the craftsman
should feel no guilt. The same goes for chicken and duck feathers and pheasant tails. In
fact, there’s hardly a feather on the pheasant’s body that hasn’t been used for fly tying, so,
no waste.
I have just bought a new rod. My 30-year-old carbon fibre 5-weight was in the United
States awaiting a new tip. I needed something to flay about the water with, so I purchased
a lower-priced rod on which I had received good reports. It was a revelation. My old rod
was hugely expensive in its day, and has served me well, but technology has caught up
with and overtaken its ability to cast a fly. My moderately priced rod now has all the
attributes, and more, of the old and leaves money to spare. It casts well, mends a line
effortlessly and punches a 5-weight into the wind as well as my other 8-weight does.
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In my youth I coveted a Wheatly flybox, with its lidded compartments and spring-loaded
lids. Built in Britain of sturdy aluminium, they were the epitome of an angler’s ambition,
along with a Hardy Perfect reel. Unfortunately they were very expensive, and if you
dropped one in the river it sank like a stone.
My new plastic boxes are cheap, watertight and hold dry flies just as well and in a lot more
visible way. My wading boots have not a natural fibre on or in them. They are comfortable
and light, even when wet. My only concession to nature is my wading staff – a dried length
of lancewood with lanyard attached, it has served me well, and if ever I lose it there will
be a couple of young lancewoods at the bottom of the garden, growing in a clump of native
trees. They are straight and true and really tough. I might even smooth one out with a
spokeshave for added comfort. Try doing that with plastic.
Now, I’m off to the river, petrol-driven, plastic-coated – the only thing natural about me is
my own flesh and blood, and that is rapidly being diluted with the chemicals that keep me
alive.
It’s a brave, new, well-oiled world.

EDITORS NOTE
Winter is well and truly here and with it the major spawning runs of silver bullet shaped
Trout out of Lake Taupo and up the various tributaries.
At this time of year I am keeping a close eye on reports emanating from Turangi. My
favourite is the Tongariro River Motel daily report put out by Ross Baker. Not only do you
get a good feel for the fishing but you also find out a lot about what is happening in the
region. Just remember if there is a protracted period where the fishing is not mentioned it
is because the fishing is poor   .
Other reports well worth a look are, in alphabetical order:
Creel Tackle Shop
Griegs Sports
Sporting Life Fishing
www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz
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FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights or at Hunts Sports.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna dssymes@xtra.co.nz
Secretary - Dennis Smith
376-3375
Herne Bay de.smith@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - John Cuthbertson
413-6993 Greenhithe john.cuthbe@gmail.com
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay
iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna
borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz
Members Ron Blair
09 834 8841 Te Atatu
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
John Dernie
0272 288 616 Glenfield dernie@xtra.co.nz
Trevor Jones
09 817 1026 Titirangi
tfjones.family@gmail.com
Mike Martindale 489 1082 Takapuna
miketmartindale@gmail.com
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City
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