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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
PRESIDENT’S END OF YEAR REPORT 2019
Since the establishment of our club in 2003, our meetings have been held at the premises
of the Milford Cruising Club, a venue which has been, in many ways, ideal for our use.
However, as most of you will be aware from attending the last few meetings, major changes
are taking place at the clubrooms and as a result, they are no longer “fit for purpose” from
our viewpoint.
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The good news is that we have been able to secure an alternative (and hopefully, long term)
venue at the Birkenhead RSA premises in Recreation Drive which will be our “base” for
the June 2019 and subsequent meetings. I will outline further details regarding our use of
the RSA facilities at our club AGM on May 21st so it is imperative that as many of you as
possible attend.
Over the past year, club trips and competitions have been well patronised, although with
the exception of a couple of newer members, generally by “the usual suspects”. As I
commented at the April meeting, new and/or less experienced members need not miss out
on these opportunities as there will always be help and friendship provided by everyone.
Participation in the club’s salt water fly fishing competition has “picked up” with multiple
entries from four members and I will announce the winner during the prize giving segment
of the AGM.
The annual release of trout into Lake Pupuke took place on the 17th of April when around
1,200 fish were introduced including approximately 1,000 Rainbows, 100 Browns and 100
Brookies.
While in previous years our club competition has been run shortly thereafter, this year the
decision has been made, after consultations with Adam Daniel, Fisheries Manager for
Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game, to delay the competition to later in the year when the
water temperature has fallen and also to give the fish more time to acclimatise. A date will
be announced in due course.
It is important, once again, to recognise the efforts of our committee and I thank all of them
for their contributions to running the business of our club but particularly, our secretary,
Dennis Smith, treasurer, John Cuthbertson and newsletter editor, Duncan Frew.
Our club is now 16 years old and it is timely to address the matter of committee
rotation/succession. A number of the committee have served for quite a few years and it is
only fair that other members of the club be prepared to “do a stint” for the benefit of
everyone. I look forward to receiving nominations when called for at the AGM.
Dave Symes
President.
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FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
Recent reports from the Waipa tributaries suggest that the fishing is currently hard.
This is a time of year when, normally, there are large numbers of bigger Browns and
Rainbows throughout the river systems. Many of which have moved out of the Waikato
seeking cooler waters, and now with the onset of winter they have been thinking about
spawning. However, with our never-ending summer, many rivers and streams are running
at record low levels and therefore high temperatures. This appears to have resulted in a lot
less fish in the rivers.
Judging from the Environment Waikato live monitoring section of their website the
Ohinemuri in the Coromandel has received more rain so fingers crossed that it is fishing
ok.
What does all this mean for the next two months? Head down there a few days after any
rain and the fishing should be good!
(PS – The above and below were written before this bad weather. Head down there now!)
Rotorua
Rotorua is waiting for rain. As soon as it arrives get yourself down there and you will clean
up.
The tributaries are running as low and as clear as I have ever seen them and although there
are plenty of fish in most of the pools they are not easy to catch. These Trout have received
a lot of fishing pressure over the last month and so they are very leader shy and very easily
spooked.
Lengthen your leaders, lighten your tippet, and be prepared to constantly change your
flies/weight from one pool to the next. On the recent Club Trip Carl Kettlewell changed
his rig to a dry and dropper and promptly hooked 13 for the day.
If you manage to get down there post some heavy rain then go with a Glo Bug. If not then
go Glo Bugs early and late and mix up your natural nymph patterns through the day until
you find a winning recipe.
Taupo Region
Simon, Lloyd and Barrie have just been down to Turangi last week and Simon picked up
some great Browns swinging wet flies on his two handed rig. The best of them going over
12pds. The biggest Rainbow went to Lloyd with a fish of 7pds plus. Overall the report is
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that there weren’t big numbers of fish in the river, and most that they caught were fish that
had been there for a while, but interspersed with those were some absolute crackers.
The Tongariro has just had a small flood, going up to 98 cumecs, it has been in the low
20’s, so expect some fresh run Rainbows over the next week.
Nymphing flies that have been working are Black Beaded Pheasant Tail Nymphs and
Orange Beaded Hare and Copper Nymphs.
Swinging flies that have done the damage for Simon, Lloyd and Barrie are the Intruder
patterns particularly those with an orange bead head.

Simon with a cracking double figure Tongariro Brown. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.

Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.
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LAST CLUB NIGHT
Last month we had Bryce Helms talking to us about fishing the Tekapo Canals. It was a
very interesting evening and thank you once again Bryce.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 21st MAY 7.30 PM
This month we have our AGM followed by a short talk on looking after your fish. This is
sure to be an interesting night and we hope to see you there.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
“If you don’t know where the fish lie but can cast well enough to cover all of the water
with finesse, you are likely to solve the mystery and catch fish. If you know where they lie
but can neither reach them nor present the fly naturally, you are not even in the game.”
Joan Wulff
FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Matt Meikle
Available both week days and
09 908 1909
Weekends
027 285 7521
John Gausden
Time limited - weekends
021704373
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John Rust
Barry Schultz

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie
john@st-classic.com
barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota
- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater
but keen to learn more on the rivers
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp
09 4159692
merc used mostly for SW fishing.
e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz
Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that
provides transport, accommodation
& meals etc. whilst camped riverside
or beach front, plus is currently
being fitted out to carry a three person
inflatable with a 4 hp motor.
Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome.

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition
with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to
iconp@ihug.co.nz

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD
Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the
Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly
caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy
Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes
long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out.

INFORMATION SHARING
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for
some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects.

Member Speakers
Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own
Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so.
Some subjects could be:
Local fishing spots.
National / Taupo fishing regulations.
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Riparian rights, access.
Clothing and equipment ideas / tips.
Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies.
So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all.

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST
As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store
and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for
is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last
weekend and … .’ So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie
on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi

WHY WE FISH
So if to raise some honest kids is your fondest wish, just lead 'em to the water and teach
'em how to fish.
Author: Ed Stone
“BROWN TROUT TROPHY”
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM.
For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz
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CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John
Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com .

CLUB TRIPS 2018
January – Mohaka River
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
March – Lake Otamangakau
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo
October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy
November – Tuition weekend
December – Lake Otamangakau
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

MAY NGONGOTAHA / ROTORUA CLUB TRIP
This Trip has been plagued in recent years with variable weather and days lost to flooded
streams. Not so this year. This year we had absolutely stunning weather every day. Cool in
the morning with fog which lifted to brilliant blue skies and sunshine during the day.
However, with every silver lining there comes a cloud, and for us it was that the long period
of good weather had left the streams very very low and very very clear. This, combined
with the fact that there has been some heavy fishing pressure recently made for easy
spotting but hard fishing.
Still, the fish were there in good numbers so you needed to target particular water. Water
where the fish had depth, cover from streamside foliage, and a rippled surface to make
them a little less line shy and more prepared to take our offerings.
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In the end everyone managed to catch some fish but it could be ‘a long time between
drinks’.
Fortunately the hard fishing was made up for by the stunning weather and the superb
company. To everyone who came on this Trip a big thank you for making it so much fun.
Duncan Frew

The Cast. Neil Smit fishing a likely looking run on the Saturday of the Ngongotaha Trip.
This was the sort of water to target. Photo courtesy of Carl Kettlewell.

The Result. Two of Carl’s thirteen fish hooked on the Friday. Photo courtesy of Carl
Kettlewell.
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The Aftermath. A nice single malt enjoyed by firelight. Photo courtesy of Carl Kettlewell.

JULY CLUB TRIP TO TURANGI
This year’s Turangi Club Trip is again being organized by Maurice Parlane and will take
place on Friday 26th, Saturday 27th and return on Sunday 28th July. The Club has booked
out five rooms at the Sportsman’s Lodge, (www.sportsmanslodge.co.nz), each room holds
two people, for the weekend and costs will be $115 per person. This will include 2 nights
accommodation on a twin share basis at the lodge and a slap up BBQ dinner on the Saturday
night.
Also, there are two double-bed rooms available at $95 per night if you prefer a bit more
privacy.
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Also, a number of people choose to come down on the Thursday night as well. If you do
this just add $50 to the cost.
If you are interested in going on this please contact Maurice ASAP as this is always a
popular Trip. Maurice’s contact details are as follows: mobile 021 650 692, or e-mail to:
maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

Barrie with a fresh run fatty taken in mid-July last year. They will be waiting there so
best you book your spot soon. Photo courtesy of Barrie Barnes.
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SALTWATER EXCURSIONS
The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been
raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact
Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar
destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised
at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes
(dssymes@xtra.co.nz).

JOKE OF THE MONTH
CLEAN YOUR CAT SAFELY
How to wash a cat (Without using an onion bag)
This is simply too much of a time saver not to share it with you.
1. Put both lids of the toilet up and add 1/8 cup of pet shampoo to the water in the bowl.
2. Pick up the cat and soothe him while you carry him towards the bathroom.
3. In one smooth movement put the cat in the toilet and close the lid. You may need to
stand on the lid.
4. At this point, the cat will self agitate and make ample suds. Never mind the noises that
come from the toilet, the cat is actually enjoying this!
5. Flush the toilet three or four times. This provides a 'Power-Wash' and 'Rinse'.
6. Have someone open the front door of your home. Be sure that there are no people
between the bathroom and the front door.
7. Stand well back, behind the toilet as far as you can, and quickly lift the lid.
8. The cat will rocket out of the toilet, streak through the bathroom, and run outside where
he will dry himself off.
9. Both the toilet and the cat will be sparkling clean.
Yours Sincerely,
The Dog
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AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE APRIL 2019
Dead And Dying Fish Found In Lake Otamangakau Discharge Channel
Fish & Game Staff have
been investigating the
impact of the Lake
Otamangakau discharge
into the upper Wanganui
River.
Right: A rainbow trout
killed by the sudden
draining of the Lake
Otamangakau discharge.
During
the
critical
summer months when the
Tongariro power scheme
is shut off to meet
minimum low flow for
the Whanganui River, water is diverted into Lake Otamangakau to help keep fish alive,
and then discharged into the Whanganui River through a large valve to replenish water
taken from the Whanganui.
The Lake Otamangakau discharge then flows through a channel into the upper Whanganui
River.
Fish & Game staff have indicated that the current level of sediment in this discharge is
unacceptable, as it visibly changes the water clarity of the Whanganui River and raises the
river’s temperature during the heat of the summer when fish are stressed.
The discharge doesn't operate when the power scheme is running which leaves the
discharge channel essentially dry.
Unfortunately, when a discharge is suddenly shut off, fish often get stranded and need to
be recovered.
Staff members detected fish remains after the Lake Otamangakau discharge was shut off
in 2018 and Genesis Energy was informed.
Unfortunately, when staff arrived in April 2019 they found the discharge shut off.
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The remaining small pools in the discharge channel were packed with dead and dying fish.
Due to safety concerns, only two pools were surveyed and over 20 trout were found
including a 7lb rainbow and two brown trout in excess of 4lbs.
Fish & Game staff contacted Genesis Energy and flow was remotely turned on to revive
the fish.
Fish & Game staff will be meeting with Genesis Energy staff and other parties to try to
work out a solution prior to next summer.
Big Thumbs Up For Gavin Hall & Hamilton Anglers Club
Gavin Hall of the Hamilton Anglers Club recently
organised a kid’s fishing day at Te Koutu Lake in
Cambridge to provide an opportunity for parents to
take their kids fishing.
You may be wondering what you can fish for in
Cambridge Lake and the answer is perch.
Gavin Hall showing Matta Daniel and Poppy Doran
how to tie their first fly.
Although perch can be highly invasive, they are easy
to catch, and kids love fishing for them.
The expected turnout wasn’t high, but Gavin did a great job organising the event and to
our surprise about 60 kids turned up on the day with many catching their first fish.
Fisheries Manager Adam Daniel brought an entire box of soft baits donated by Pure
Fishing NZ that worked well for the perch.
“I couldn’t believe the line of happy kids,” he said, describing his surprise at the turnout.
“I must have tied Berkley soft baits on for a good hour and by the time I made it to the
lake most of the kids had caught fish.”
The efforts of Gavin and the Hamilton Anglers Club really paid off and Fish & Game
would like to send out a huge thank you to the club, Gavin and his family.
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EASTERN REEL LIFE APRIL 2019

Although Weather And Temperatures Remain Mild, Spawning Fish Are On The
Move Around Rotorua Lakes.
Trapping for the collection of brood fish
began at Lake Tarawera at the start of April
in line with tradition, however staff have been
surprised by the number or early spawning
fish present so far.
Additionally, some good quality, wellcondition fish have been caught.
Right: Twelve year-old Shaynon Ramage of
the Tauranga Anglers Club caught this 2kg
hatchery-released
rainbow
at
Lake
Rerewhakaaitu on a TAC outing.
Last winter’s fish were an improvement on
previous seasons and this winter looks to be
shaping up well both in terms of quality and
number.
Anglers are reminded that rain is the number
one stimulus for spawning fish and the first
and last hours of light are the best time to fish
– so keep an eye on the forecast and get there early or late for best results.
Impressive numbers of brown trout have also been monitored in our Ngongotaha trapping
program and the rainbows are also looking in good condition.
The Lake Rotorua tributary streams, especially the Ngongotaha and Waiteti will provide
some great fishing opportunity as the weather gets cooler and wetter.
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Locals try their luck on the Ngongotaha
stream.
Weighted nymphs and small egg patterns
slung under an indicator are a great way to
start.
The upper section of these streams close to
protect spawning waters after June 30th.
Fishing from boats has been challenging at times – the long Easter break proved to be
frustrating for many anglers with ‘tons’ of fish showing up on the sounder but very little
on the bite!
Some blamed the full moon but a look at the lakes monitoring buoys
http://monitoring.boprc.govt.nz/MonitoredSites/cgibin/hydwebserver.cgi/catchments/details?catchment=26 showed the thermocline had
suddenly vanished and favorable trout temperatures were evident from the surface all the
way down to 25m or deeper.
This has spread fish throughout the water column as they chase available food and made
them harder to target.
Shallow trolling with smelt flies for the first few hours of the day is certainly worth a try
on any of the lakes and shore-based spinning or fly fishing over deeper water will produce
fish.
Datawatch tagged trout details can now be entered
online here
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6 . Entries go into the draw to win one of 20
free whole season fishing licences.
Eastern Fishing Diaries – All Lakes And Streams
Fill in your fishing diaries here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3 to help us
manage the Eastern Fish & Game region.
Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from Kilwell.
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TOP 10 CASTING ERRORS… AND HOW TO FIX THEM
Zach Matthews - www.itinerantangler.com
(This article has been copied from the Itinerant Angler website and I have broken it down
into so that each of the 10 tips will be covered over the rest of the years Newsletters. If you
want to see them all now and not wait then go to the website. This is a website well worth
visiting! Ed.)
I TAUGHT MYSELF TO CAST, many years ago, using a tattered old blow-in flyer from
a Fly Fisherman magazine and a whole lot of guess-and-check. In some respects this is the
best way to learn anything, because you make every conceivable mistake on your way to
competence. While unquestionably the slowest way to get good at anything, there are
advantages to having “been there and done that” when it comes to casting errors. For this
Ten Tips piece, I wanted to outline the consensus “Top Ten” casting errors, as well as how
to go about fixing them.
#4 The Sidewinder
This error is a close cousin of the Gunslinger who tries to haul from the hip. The
Sidewinder has figured out, more or less, that his rod hand needs to return to the butt of the
rod in order to have something to haul against going into the forward cast. What he has
not yet learned is that the direction of the haul also matters. Remember the Planar Traveler,
who inadvertently creates an infinity loop parabola by letting his backcast unroll off to the
side? The Sidewinder is making the same error by hauling sideways against the rod, rather
than down the shaft of the blank.
Biomechanically, some degree of sideways hauling is unavoidable, because our arms only
stretch so far. But to maximize hauling efficiency, the angler should nevertheless do his
or her best to always pull the line straight down in line with the rod blank; this will not only
keep the rod from experiencing sideways torque, thus pulling the tip out of plane, but it
will also add effectiveness to the haul by decreasing the amount of hauling energy
dissipated as friction on the guides.

TONGARIRO TRACK MAINTENANCE
Taupo Fishery Focus - April
With winter on the horizon the Tongariro River tracks are being prepared for increased
angling pressure. Fishery Rangers have been working hard to maintain existing tracks,
reroute damaged tracks and investigate options for brand new tracks.
Access to the Poutu Pool is a typical example. Following health and safety concerns
associated with dead pine trees, the Fishery Management Team had sought to dissuade
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anglers from using the track, so maintenance work had been suspended in this area. This
resulted in blackberry and woody vegetation invading parts of the track. It had still been
possible for anglers to access the Poutu by wading up-stream but changes to the river meant
this had become increasingly difficult. In response to angler feedback Fishery Rangers have
now reinstated the track including cutting a new section at the beginning, enabling easy
access to this productive pool.
In addition to regular maintenance, tracks are being reinstated on the true left to Judges
Pool, and true right between Kamahi and Admirals. Also, a new track starting at
Kohineheke Reserve on the true left of the lower river will be available in time for winter
– look out for details in the coming weeks.
Anglers know the Tongariro is a powerful river and prone to regular flood events. Some
floods change the nature of pools, while larger events can alter the course of the river or
destroy entire tracks. Keeping on top of this is time consuming work and something the
Fishery Team take seriously.
If anglers encounter damaged or dangerous tracks, please inform the DOC Taupo Fishery
Management Team – taupofishery@doc.govt.nz or call the Turangi office 07 384 7106

Andrew with one of his seven Rainbows landed on the Friday of the Ngongotaha Club
Trip. As you can see behind him the river was low and very clear. Photo courtesy of
Andrew MacPherson.
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LAKE PUPUKE RELEASE
In late April the annual release of Trout into Lake Pupuke by Fish and Game
Auckland/Waikato took place. There were 1000 Rainbows, 100 Browns and 100 Brook
Trout.
The Trout have had time to acclimatise, the weather and therefore the water has now cooled
and so the fish are cruising the edges looking for food. A recent quick visit by yours truly
saw two of this years release come to the net and a much bigger Trout come up and try to
eat the big orange indicator.
Get down there and have some fun.

A beautiful little Brook Trout about to go into Lake Pupuke.
Photo courtesy of Dave Symes.
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CANTERBURY WATER TESTING ALARMING
Media Release – Fish & Game NZ – 15/05/2019
Fish & Game are concerned that Environment Canterbury’s latest groundwater
survey shows ninety-five per cent of Canterbury’s monitored wells have nitrate levels
worse or no better than those ten years ago.
"This latest data shows a continuation of the trend that intensive agriculture - particularly
dairy - has been increasingly damaging Canterbury waterways," Fish & Game’s Chief
Executive Martin Taylor says.
"Of the 306 wells sampled only 11 had lower nitrate levels than a decade ago.
"Nitrates contamination in rivers kills trout. That’s why Fish & Game carried out sampling
in Canterbury last year to see whether pollution from intensive agriculture is getting into
drinking water.
Fish & Game worked with Dr Mike Joy who carried out the nitrate nitrogen testing of 114
drinking water samples from across the Canterbury plains, to find that more than half of
them were above the level considered safe in the world’s largest ever study on the impacts
of nitrates in drinking water.
"This Danish study confirmed that nitrate levels above 3.87 mg/1000ml substantially
increases the risk of colorectal cancer.
"This situation will get worse in future as nitrate levels are increasing and predicted to do
so for decades.
"The primary source of nitrates contamination in Canterbury water comes from intensive
agriculture who use large amounts of fertiliser and from cow urine.
"The true impact of intensive agriculture in Canterbury is not only about destroying habitat
for trout, eels and whitebait, but it is also now impacting on many peoples’ health."

CREASY'S COLUMN
By Hugh Creasy
Winter is coming. Give thanks.
Give thanks for the chill water washing green slime from river bed
rock; give thanks for floods that wash humanity’s detritus out to sea
and out of sight; give thanks for the floods that tumble boulders and
grind them to sand and gravel and form beds for life’s great cycle to turn once again.
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In the space between great events the hen trout hurries to wash a stony bed, drawn by chill
waters. It is her season and the eggs she carries hold the future of her kind. She makes a
bed with quivering tail, in gravel chosen for its size and placement to be the best place for
her progeny’s survival. There is an air of desperation
about her, and it may be her last act before death. She
cleans as best she can, the stony nest, and expels her
eggs, while her mate covers them with milt, and swims
aside while she covers the redd with fine gravel and
stones to protect their treasure.
The kype-jawed jack has fought for his place by her
side, and after fulfilling his duty he is spent, skin
blackened, eyes bulging, fins shredded, he makes a final
lunge at the predators, creatures of his own kind, who
wait downstream for stray eggs that drift in the current.
His strength has gone, he holds nothing at bay, and he
seeks sheltered water where, with gaping jaw, he rests.
If he has a week or two of calm water and easy feeding,
he may recover. But he has undergone three seasons of
hard living. He has fought for his place in the river, he
has fought for his right to breed. His progeny are
probably among those he has fought to protect the redd.
His scarlet gills pump oxygen from the water but the action is desperate and death comes
close.
There are more redds being made and more hen fish move with a gaggle of suitors. The
mating imperative is powerful and the fish forgo food in their desperate need.
There is another predator lying in wait. A cunning protagonist in the fight for survival.
From the shore he casts a filament of line, invisible but strong and tipped with a barbed
hook carrying an ersatz egg. His target is not the spawning hens – he seeks to tempt the
would-be suitors and the opportunists lying in wait for spillage from the nest. These are
maiden fish in prime condition. They will be orange-fleshed and fat, and when they’re
caught they will fight with savage vigour.
This predator is backed by millions of years of evolution that has sent him to the top of the
food chain. In his hand there is an instrument that carries the benefit of billions of dollars
spent on the military-industrial complex, and an oil industry that has transformed and is
capable of destroying the planet. All this technology to catch a creature with a brain smaller
than a pea.
The angler must feel slightly ridiculous. He is inserting himself in a process that has been
part of life on Earth since the first creatures swam the sea. Evolution obeys no rules.
Survival is the imperative and the weak will not survive.
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So he dangles his little imitation egg in the water and the fish swallows it and the angler
feels pride.
There is something, though, that sets him aside. He has a conscience and he has the
imperative of self-interest. To continue feeling pride and self-satisfaction he limits himself
to a number of fish that will allow the species to carry on and he stops his game when there
is a danger to its survival.
So, rivers are closed, methods restricted and disciplines imposed. Some object. Their
hunger is all-encompassing and they would not care as long as their pride is assuaged.
The lower reaches of most rivers are still open, but there are dangers. Duck shooters will
be out in force and consideration must be given to their rights. They have a short season,
and many have spent a lot of money on equipment and maimais. To have anglers
blundering around river banks and casting flies among the decoys is not giving them a fair
go. There is plenty of water for all.
Anglers should be checking out their waders and boots. Cold water will spoil your day if
you are sloshing around the river, and the extra weight carried in wet gear can be tiring.
The upside of winter is that cold and faster-running water will cut back algae and make
wading easier and safer.
The chills of winter have advantages, so let’s make use of them.
EDITORS NOTE
A while ago I did a presentation called one more fish a day. This was based on the idea that
if you did something a particular way or used a particular type of fishing accessory you
could catch one more fish each day by having made that change. There were ten different
recommendations, each of which I believe would generate an extra fish in your net.
Without a doubt there were two that were more important than all the rest.
One was the tippet you use. Always go for the best quality tippet you can afford. Going for
fluorocarbon / nylon that is thinner than but the same breaking strain as a cheaper brand
WILL catch you more fish.
Second, work on your casting. Not just the distance stuff which looks nice and gives your
ego a nice boost when you lay out a particularly long cast but rather the short range ‘tricky’
stuff. Casting accurately, being able to side cast under trees, being able to ‘cast around
corners’ will all catch you more fish than being able to cast long. Casting in your local park
is great but if this isn’t for you then wander down to Lake Pupuke and have a practice on
the water. There are a number of spots where you can get some casting room and even
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maybe some solitude, and even though you are only there to practice your casting you
might just hook a Trout or two as a bonus.
With this in mind, I am thinking of doing a little tutorial (for lack of a better word) on
‘tricky’ or ‘dirty’ casting. If anyone is interested in this just let me know and we can set up
a time that works. I think probably a max of 4 people at this stage.
Duncan – iconpromote@gmail.com – Mob: 021 648 956

FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights or at Hunts Sports.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna dssymes@xtra.co.nz
Secretary - Dennis Smith
376-3375
Herne Bay de.smith@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - John Cuthbertson
413-6993 Greenhithe john.cuthbe@gmail.com
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay
iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna
borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz
Members Ron Blair
09 834 8841 Te Atatu
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
John Dernie
0272 288 616 Glenfield dernie@xtra.co.nz
Trevor Jones
09 817 1026 Titirangi
tfjones.family@gmail.com
Mike Martindale 489 1082 Takapuna
miketmartindale@gmail.com
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City
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