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PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

I have just returned from a 10 day break in the South Island and luckily, escaped the 

heavy rain which decimated parts of the West Coast. Never having been through 

Westland before, I was looking forward to the experience and having arrived in 

Greymouth via the Tranz-Alpine train, drove for a leisurely 5 hours to the Lake Moeraki 

Wilderness Lodge in stunning “blue sky” weather. 

 

The lodge is situated on the Moeraki River about 90km’s south of Fox in pristine rain 

forest and from the lawn edge, one can watch large brown trout cruising along the edge 

in less than a foot of water. Being focussed on conservation in every way, the “raison 

d’être” of the business is to leave everything alone so the trout feel quite safe. After two 

days, including a rare opportunity to watch Fiordland Crested Penguins scrambling up 

from the sea to feed their chicks in the bush, we moved on over the Haast Pass to 



2 

 

Wanaka driving through rain of “biblical” intensity which saw roaring waterfalls appear 

from everywhere and probably gave quite a few trout a premature introduction to the 

world of salt water. 

 

Given their world-wide reputation, I visited Swift Fly Fishing Company, at 21 Reece 

Cres, the manufacturers of Epic fly rods. Carl and his team were very welcoming and 

operate a boutiquesized operation with a classy showroom out front and a compact but 

efficient rod building area at the rear. I was invited to check out a number of the rods 

from 3 weight 7ft 6in up to 13ft 12 weights. They are all beautifully put together and 

they even have options for various native timber reel seats. It is certainly worth a visit 

if you are ever in Wanaka. 

 

On a couple of days, we did some bike trail riding and on one ride up the Hawea River, 

stopped for a rest above a bend in the crystal-clear river. Immediately below, in a quiet 

back eddy, a big brown, ( probably around 8 pounds ), was circling just under the 

surface and regularly lifting his nose through the foam to take mayflies. A few minutes 

became more like 30 and the feeding continued non-stop. On the return ride, he had 

been joined by another and they both feasted away on the “conveyor belt”. 

 

All of this fishy business is helping the excitement build for the upcoming club trip to 

the Big O where the recent reports of good numbers and big sizes, will hopefully mean 

success for everyone. 

 

I have also heard from a very reliable source, (my white baiting buddy), that big snapper 

and trevally are currently being caught off Devonport Wharf where there is plenty of 

room for fly rods and good back casting space, notwithstanding the odd pedestrian! 

 

See you on club night. 

 

Dave Symes, 

President. 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

Barrie and Lloyd headed down to the Coromandel on Sunday and landed a few. The 

Waitawheta is running extremely low so long leaders and careful stalking are definitely 

called for.  

 

The Ohinemuri is also low and clear and unfortunately already full of the summertime 

weed growth. So if you are heading down there remember the following: 

1) Fish a Dry Fly with a short dropper in all but the deepest pools. 

2) If you want to swing a wet fly make sure it is not hugging the bottom but rather 

fishing at a more midwater depth. 

3) Use the longest and lightest leader you are comfortable with. 

4) Walk slowly and quietly so you don’t spook the fish. 

5) Wear your polaroids! 
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Rotorua  

No reports from the Rotorua area unfortunately. However with the Club Stillwater 

Competition running there on Saturday 24th of this month we will get some 

comprehensive reports. If you are keen on this please let Dennis know by the end of 

this week. 

 

Taupo Region 
 

Nothing much has changed on the Tongariro 

since the last report. Plenty of recovering 

rainbows around with a few fresh run fish 

amongst them. And at this time of year less 

anglers chasing them. When I pulled into Red 

Hut car park yesterday on a perfect, misty, 

damp morning there was only one other car 

parked up. 

 

We'd had some heavy overnight drizzle with 

more forecast but as I crossed the bridge to 

head up the TRB it was obvious it had made 

very little difference to the flows. But it had 

been enough to make the trudge up to the Fan a "refreshing" experience as I picked 

my way through the saturated broom. 

 

There were only two anglers with a guide on the opposite bank when I got to Boulder 

Reach. So I stopped there for a flick first and it wasn't long before we all hooked up. 

 

I don't know about theirs but mine was a fairly well recovered hen which picked up 

the bomb. I lost a similar looking fish a few casts later before I moved on. Over the 

next hour or so I dropped a couple in the Fan and landed a skinny hen on the dry and 

dropper in the riffles a bit further down. But it was slow going and I was already 

thinking of heading back to the truck as the first of the rafts turned up mid-morning. 

The river has risen slightly the last day or so but even the raft guides are having to get 

out and push now and again ...something you don't often see in this stretch. 

 

Some of the anglers out there are also struggling in the present conditions and it’s the 

ones prepared to adapt who are doing better. But I have noticed more anglers ditching 

the indicator and trying other forms of nymphing lately. 

 

The last few times I'd been on the river I'd started in Judges and then headed elsewhere 

around lunchtime. Like other spots along the river it tends to fish better during the 

first half of the day and because it had been firing lately it was pointless leaving a spot 

I knew was fishing to find a spot that might be fishing. 

 

But yesterday with a report due I thought I'd better try the opposite. As I said Judges 

is usually a "morning pool" but I did better there in the afternoon than I had all 

morning upriver. 

 

You often get some mid-morning mayfly hatches here and the birds will appear as if 

from nowhere around 10.30am to intercept the duns as they leave the surface of the 
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river. During the afternoon into evening caddis make an appearance and there were a 

few splashy rises along the far bank while I was nymphing. 

So if you're heading to the Tongariro for a fish this weekend ... where to try? 

 

At the moment I still think town to middle probably has the edge with some better 

fish amongst the kelts. But the lower river is getting a lot of attention, although I hear 

the majority of fish down there are not great. 

 

The last few times I've been upriver it’s been patchy and I've done better around town. 

Best bet as always is to move around until you find a few and with the river low and 

clear lighten the gear up a bit to give yourself the best chance. 

 

Still a little early for the evening rise but we'll be dusting off the headlamps again 

before you know it. 

 

Tight lines – Mike  www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz – 9/11/2018 
 

 

Fishy Tales  

 

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

One of the great things about fishing the Coromandel is the ease of access. Here I was 

having a look over the bank at Dickies Flat, 30 meters from the carpark, saw a Trout 

rise, climbed down a bank and stood on a rock. A couple of casts to get him and 

didn’t even get the feet wet. 

 

http://www.tongarirofishingguide.co.nz/
mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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2018/19  SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE  
 

2018/19 subscriptions are now due. If you would like to continue your NSFF Club 

membership please make your payment to the Club ASAP. The following payment 

options are available:  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers 

Incorporated ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name or 

membership number as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's 

mailing address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

 payment in person to John Cuthbertson (Club Treasurer) at one of the next two 

Club nights.  

You must be a paid up member of the Club to go on Club sponsored trips or participate 

in 

tuition activities. Please pay promptly to avoid disappointment.  

 

The 2018/19 subscriptions are as follows: Adult membership $60, Junior (under 18 

years) $30, and Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children) $90. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

Anticipating drag and dealing with it before the fact is one of the factors that 

distinguishes those people who always seem to catch more trout than the rest of us. 

Tom Rosenbauer 

 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had Pat Swift talking to us about all things fly tying. It was a very 

enjoyable evening and thank you once again Pat. 

 

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – NOVEMBER 20th  7.30PM  

 

This month we have our own Simon Hoole talking to us. He will talk about Switch 

casting, covering basic kit set up and casting, through to what water is likely to be most 

productive. Simon has been fishing two handed rods for a number of years and has 

developed a knowledge base that is to be envied. He will also be there early before the 

meeting starts to demonstrate casting the two handed rod. It is sure to be an interesting 

night and we hope to see you all there. 
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WHY WE FISH 

 

In big water we often find ourselves lost in awe. But in small streams and rivers we 

are able to see ourselves 

Matt Smythe 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a 

fly-fishing dating service…  

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-

lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Matt Meikle  Available both week days and 09 908 1909 

   Weekends    027 285 7521  

John Gausden  Time limited - weekends   021704373 

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie  john@st-classic.com   

barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota  

- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater  

but keen to learn more on the rivers       

John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

   joan10@live.com   09 415 4919  

Barry Schultz    Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp  09 4159692  

merc used mostly for SW fishing. e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz 

    Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that  

provides transport, accommodation  

& meals etc. whilst camped riverside  

or beach front, plus is currently  

being fitted out to carry a three person 

inflatable with a 4 hp motor.  

Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome. 

 

          

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing 

expedition with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to 

iconp@ihug.co.nz  

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:john@st-classic.com
mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:bardot@xtra.co.nz
mailto:iconp@ihug.co.nz
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CASTING TUITION 

 

This summer we are once again having Casting Tuition / Practice on the grass area 

outside the Milford Cruising Club. It will run from 6.30pm onwards. The best possible 

thing to do with casting tuition / practice is to use your own fishing gear, but if you 

don’t have that with you never fear, we will have several Rods there for you to use.  

 

This month our own Simon Hoole of Fly Junkie will also be there and helping out 

anyone with their two handed switch rods. 

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD 

 

Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto 

the Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion 

fly caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs 

Heavy Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 

minutes long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out. 

 

 

INFORMATION SHARING  

 
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for 

some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects. 

 

Member Speakers 

Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own 

Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so. 

 

Some subjects could be: 

Local fishing spots. 

National / Taupo fishing regulations. 

Riparian rights, access. 

Clothing and equipment ideas / tips. 

Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies. 

 

So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all. 

 

 

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST 

 

As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store 

and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking 

for is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi 

last weekend and … .’   So if you have something you would like to share please contact 

Barrie on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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With our Club Night Topic in mind here are some of the Club Swingers. All plying their 

trade on the Tongariro. Clockwise from Top Left – Mike Martindale, Lloyd Altham, 

Neil Smit, Barrie Barnes and Phil Gates, Dennis Smith, Simon Hoole, and Barrie again. 

 



9 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number 

of salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year 

with the trophy awarded at the following AGM.  

 

For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone 

and email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you 

have changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the 

last year or so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise 

John Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com . 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2018 

 

January – Mohaka River 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

March – Lake Otamangakau 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo  

October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

November – Tuition weekend 

December – Lake Otamangakau 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of 

your committee know. 

 

 

DECEMBER CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU 

 

I am proposing the weekend of 7th, 8th, and 9th  December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) 

with some of us arriving on Thursday the 6th.  

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
mailto:john.cuthbe@gmail.com
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While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished 

from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge, 

offers a big range of casting positions.  

 

Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions 

can go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly! 

 

The last 2 December Trips have seen some fantastic fishing, and by December the fish 

are well over the rigours of the winter spawning season and are in great condition. Big, 

fat and powerful! 

 

Costs will be $50 per person per night.  

The Accommodation is your own little room with 2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other 

for your gear. 

There are shared cooking facilities. 

 

I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, 

please let me know ASAP.  

 

Ph: 09 486-6257         Email:      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

 

Dave Symes 

 

A very happy camper from last years Big O Club Trip in December. This wee beastie 

weighed in at 8.5pds. Can you tell that I’m pleased? This is a great Trip and even if 

you don’t have a boat talk to Dave and he may be able to match you up with someone 

who does and is looking for a fishing buddy for the weekend. 

  

mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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SALTWATER EXCURSIONS 

 

The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been 

raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact 

Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar 

destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be 

organised at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave 

Symes (dssymes@xtra.co.nz). 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

Five top Aussie surgeons from big cities are discussing what type of person makes the 

best patient to operate on. 

The first surgeon, from Brisbane, says, "I like to see accountants on my operating 

table because when you open them up, everything inside is numbered." 

The second, from Perth, responds, "Yeah, but you should try electricians! Everything 

inside them is colour coded." 

The third surgeon, from Adelaide , says, "No, I really think librarians are the best! 

Everything inside them is in alphabetical order." 

The fourth surgeon, from Sydney chimes in: "You know, I like construction 

workers...Those guys always understand when you have a few parts left over.' 

But the fifth surgeon, from Canberra, shut them all up when he observed: 'You're all 

wrong. Politicians are the easiest to operate on. There's no guts, no heart, no balls, no 

brains, and no spine... Plus, the head and the arse are interchangeable.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very sorry, but I can’t remember who sent this image of a big Brownie through 

to me, and that is a real pity as it is a great pic and it is much appreciated! 

mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE OCTOBER 2018 

 

Season Opener A Fun One 

The new season is here, and we have had some great reports from those who went out 

on Opening Day. 

Right: Reef King with a 

Hamilton brown trout 

caught in the Waikato River 

fishing contest.   

With the opener falling 

during the school holidays, 

hopefully some lucky kids 

got to tag along. 

Although staff member 

Adam Daniel spent Opening 

Day in the field ranging, he 

was able to take his kids out 

on day two of the season.  

“I had some work on the 

Mangaotaki Stream, so I 

took the kids along and they 

got some great trout 

throwing Berkley T-tail 

minnow soft baits in pools.”  

The only river anglers 

reported a slow start to the 

season were those on the 

Awakino.  

It is likely that the fishing will pick up as the lower river warms up and fish are forced 

up into the upper reaches. 

The Awakino will be monitored in January and 

if fish numbers are alarmingly low the council 

will make appropriate rule changes. 

 

Matta and Marvin Daniel. 
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Heaps Of Trout Caught In Waikato River 

The Waikato River trout fishing competition was a huge success in mid-October and 

again highlighted the fact that there are plenty of trout to be caught in this river. 

Although angler numbers are low because many anglers overlook the Waikato, there 

are plenty of fish at Hamilton’s back door.   

Anglers caught nice brown trout from Cambridge to Mercer with the prime locations 

being Rangiriri, Huntly and Cambridge.   

The competition is dominated by spin fishing with soft baits accounting for more than 

half the fish landed. 

Fisheries Manager Adam Daniel recommends casting T-tiled soft baits on 1/16th oz. jig 

heads under willows or structures just on dark. 

The Auckland/Waikato spring flyer will have some great tips for fishing with soft baits 

so keep an eye out as it should arrive in your mailbox any day.  

But don’t wait for the flyer because the fish will migrate to colder water as soon as the 

river reaches 19°C - so keep an eye on the river temperature at the regional council's 

river temperature monitoring site. 

This year’s big winners of the Lower Waikato River Trout Fishing Contest were Dylan 

Farrar with a 2.2 kg brown trout for the junior division and Andrea Sharpe with a 2.5 

kg brown taking the women’s division. 

 

Junior winners from left - Dylan Farrar, Cory 

Burt and Ocean Leigh Cocup. 

Graham McHaffie hooked the biggest trout of the 

competition at 2.6 kg which won the overall adult 

prize.  

Fish & Game would like to thank the organisers 

and sponsors for putting on a great event - and we were especially excited to see the 23 

junior entries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/Environment/Natural-resources/Water/Rivers/Water-temperature-levels-in-the-Waikato-region/Waikato-River-Rangiriri/
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EASTERN REEL LIFE OCTOBER 2018 

 

 
 

Good Weather & Catches, Happy Fishers  

The grand opening on October 1 at lakes Rotoiti, Okataina and Tarawera went off with 

the usual fanfare. 

Above: Pounamu Anaru shows off his catch from Lake Tarawera. 

Hundreds of boats descended on the region and the weather came to the party this year 

resulting generally in good catches and happy fishers. 

Tarawera’s two year-old fish showed an improvement on last season; they were slightly 

longer and 100g heavier on average. 

The harvest was up but some anglers reported slow periods during the day. 

Rotoiti produced the best condition two year-olds of the three big lakes coming in at 

just under 500mm and 1.53kg, with the heaviest fish at 3kg. 

Okataina’s fish bucked the trend by being slightly smaller than previous openings but 

angler harvest was up. 

Fish and Game interviewed 628 anglers in total for the day and weighed and measured 

693 fish.     
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Lake Tarawera local Libby Flectcher with a couple of 

rainbows for the smoker. 

Unlike last opening, a period of warm settled weather 

has back country streams running clear and in pristine 

condition, and reports of good fishing have been 

filtering in from throughout the Eastern Fish & Game 

region.   

News Tippets 

  Unfortunately, the big $10,000 prize-winning fish wasn't caught during our 

Fish for Gold promotion. One of the 30 specially tagged fish was caught, and 

this landed a Rotorua angler a $250 voucher from Outdoorsman Headquarters.  

 The upper sections of the Ngongotaha, Waiteti, Mokau and Hopuruahina 

streams open again for fishing on December 1. The fish in these streams spawn 

late into spring, hence the delayed start. That section of the Utuhina Stream 

between Devon Street and Pukehangi Road also opens on this date. Upstream 

of Pukehangi Road is closed to all fishing year round. 

 Need some handy tips with boat fishing? We are running a boat fishing talk and 

demonstration at Lake Tarawera on Sunday January 6th, 2019. Watch here for 

more information or contact: msherburn@fishnadgame.org.nz 

 Do you keep a diary of your angling trips? We’d love to hear how you're getting 

on. Click Here  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3   to enter your 

Eastern Fish & Game fishing diary info and you could win a $100 voucher to 

spend at Kilwell.  

Max Jenkins helps staff release fish into a stream off 

Lake McLaren. 

 A reminder on soft baits. Scented soft baits, 

including any that include “attractant” are not 

permitted except in waters where ‘bait fishing is 

allowed’. So, only unscented soft baits can be used on 

the Rotorua lakes. 

 October releases have just been completed at 

lakes Okataina (1000), Rotoiti (6500) and Tarawera 

(2500) and a further 1000 fish will be moved via boat 

to stream mouth locations that can’t be accesses by road.  

 

HOW TO FISH DEEP POOLS 

Chris Dore - www.manictackleproject.com - 10/11/2018  

   

This week I got an email from a Canterbury angler with a range of questions relating to 

some tricky situations. Over the next while we will work through these and this week, 

we kick off with a common dilemma: how to approach fish that are sitting in a deep, 

slow pool. Here’s my take... 

 

 

mailto:msherburn@fishnadgame.org.nz
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
https://www.manictackleproject.com/manic-fly-fishing-blog/Author/Chris-Dore
http://www.manictackleproject.com/
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Weight. 

 

You need to decide if you want to get down to where the fish are, or if you think they 

will lift. Slim ties, non-buoyant materials, double tungsten beads and Loon deep soft 

weight, presented on longer, lighter leaders with a slack line presentation will buy you 

depth. Or do you want your flies to flutter / suspend on their way down? On brighter 

days, a lightly weighted, light reflecting soft hackled pattern can work great slowly 

sinking through a big pool on a light leader. Movement from the soft hackle and 

reflection from the flash, or silver bead etc. will imitate life, catch the eye and it’s 

amazing how far a fish will lift when he wants something. 

 

Move them. 

 

Do you want to use an indicator to suspend your flies or not? In deeper, slow water, by 

the time your indicator twitches the fish will have often dropped your fly. In large, deep 

slow moving pools you can cover more territory, and respond quicker to the take by 

removing the indicator altogether and keeping in touch with your flies, allowing the full 

length of your leader to get the flies down deeper, less affected by the often faster 

surface currents. From a concealed position throw long up and across the pool, stripping 

only enough to nearly keep in touch with your nymphs. As they reach depth, a couple 

of short, erratic strips can bring cdc collars or long, rubber legs to life and get the hit as 

there retrieved across the pool. Feel for the slightest hesitation on your flies and watch 

for flashes or movement around your flies. 

 

Fish flies that get noticed. 

 

Big, rubber legged dries, rubber legged nymphs such as Simons Uglies, the 

aforementioned flashy, soft hackled wets. And of course, try a streamer. In clearer water 

fish will come up a long way for a Mr Glister, and in tougher conditions, a sex dungeon 

can prove deadly. 

 

Look to higher percentage water. 

 

If a fish is sitting deep he probably won’t get caught. Differing surface currents vs the 

currents down deep will conspire against you. The fish is there for a reason and it’s 

usually not because it’s ravenous. Determine first whether he is feeding, whether he’s 

happy to lift or if your time is better spent looking for a better option in more accessible 

water upstream. 

It often pays to simply sit and wait. Fish may move across or up into more accessible 

water as food availability or feeding confidence increases. Be ready for your shot and 

take it. Or simply give it a wide berth and continue upstream, your fish may have moved 

to more accessible water on your walk back downstream at the days end. 
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BOOST FOR FISH STOCKS AT LAKE MCLAREN NEAR TAURANGA 

 

Fish & Game has released 

hundreds of young trout into 

Lake McLaren and the 

Ruahihi Canal in the lower 

Kaimai ranges near Tauranga 

– to boost the fishing stocks 

for local anglers. 

Top right: Brittney Stuck from 

Pennsylvania, U.S., takes a 

turn at helping release trout at 

Lake McLaren. 

McLaren Falls Park has year-

round fishing with a bag limit 

of two trout and no size 

restrictions. The lake and canal are stocked annually with rainbows and brown trout 

about this time of year, and there are also wild fish present. 

Fish & Game Officer Lloyd Gledhill says the 700 fish, just over a year old - 500 

rainbows and 200 browns - were released last evening (6pm, October 16) into the lake 

at various locations around Cherry Bay, and in the canal near the entrance to the Park.  

“These hatchery-grown fish have all had the right pelvic fin clipped so that we can track 

their growth and survival when anglers send in their catch details,” he says. 

Mr. Gledhill says that Tauranga Anglers Club members turned out as usual to take part 

in the release of fish. 

“It’s now a pretty longstanding tradition to hand over some buckets filled with fish to 

the youngsters, members’ kids, so they can take part – tipping trout into the water.” 

Lake McLaren offers a very family-friendly and scenic fishing location, Mr. Gledhill 

says. 

There is vehicle access to the park and people can have a picnic by the lake using coin 

operated barbecues, and have a fish, he says.  

A fishing licence is required to fish for trout, and an option for families is to purchase 

a family licence which allows two adults and two of their children or grandchildren to 

fish under the one licence. 

BACKGROUND 

By taking note of which fins are clipped you can determine yourself how old your fish 

is, and therefore how much it has grown in that time, even if you intend to release it. 

When determining left or right, it is always the fish’s left or right. 
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 In an even year (2018): 

The right pelvic clips (Rp) are around 1, 3 or 5 years old 

The left pelvic clips (Lp) are around 2 or 4 years old 

If you catch a trout in an odd year (say 2017), the clips are as follows: 

The left pelvic clips (Lp) are around 1, 3 or 5 years-old 

The right pelvic clips (Rp) are around 2 or 4 years old 

 

TROUT – HARVEST OR 'CATCH AND RELEASE'? 

DOC Taupo 

 

Introduction 

 

Trout 'catch and release' is gaining popularity in the Taupo region – what is behind the 

change from more traditional methods and what is the best approach for the Taupo 

fishery?  

Date:  18 October 2018Source:  Taupo Trout Fishery  

 

New Zealanders have historically gathered wild food to support their families. There is 

a proud heritage of equality, where everyone has the freedom to hunt and fish in public 

spaces for wild animals introduced specifically for that purpose. 

 

However, this traditional approach is increasingly coming into question as 

contemporary trout anglers decide to release all the fish they catch. 

 

Data from Taupo angler surveys confirms that trout 'catch and release' is gaining 

popularity in the Taupo region. So, what is driving this change and which approach is 

best for the Taupo Fishery? 

 

'Catch and release' 

 

'Catch and release' is often considered an overseas import, brought in by fly-fishermen 

from Europe and the USA who have been practicing this approach for many years – 

usually to maintain stocking levels within high pressure premium fisheries. 

 

With New Zealand’s premium waterways also coming under increasing pressure surely 

it makes sense to adopt a 'catch and release' philosophy here? Sounds like a good idea, 

yet when we consider the experiences from other fisheries we can see things are not so 

clear cut. 

 

For example, in British Columbia compulsory 'catch and release' was implemented to 

protect lake fisheries close to the main urban centres from overharvest. The result was 

not what the managers intended. They noticed an increase in pressure on these lakes, 

driven by angler perception that more fish would be available. They discovered that 
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even 'catch and release' fisheries incur significant fish mortality especially if the angling 

pressure is too high. 

 

Is 'catch and release' good for the Taupo fishery? 

 

So, is 'catch and release' a good option to adopt in the Taupo region? The short answer 

is no but it’s important for anglers to understand why. 

 

Taupo benefits from a wealth of highly productive spawning streams, which generate 

very high numbers of juvenile trout. As the fish get older they move into the lake where 

they focus on a high protein diet made up mostly of smelt. This relationship between 

trout and smelt is key to the overall health of the fishery. The smelt population must be 

sufficiently large to accommodate the demands of hungry trout. 

 

If there are too many trout the smelt population can dramatically decline, leaving trout 

struggling to find food. In this case the result is smaller, poorly conditioned trout. 

Therefore, it is essential to control trout numbers to promote a population of larger 

healthy individuals. 

 

With few natural predators that role must be played by anglers. 

 

Decades of Taupo fishery statistics confirm that the harvest of trout has declined by 

approximately 50% over the past two decades – a situation driven by a decline in angler 

numbers combined with an increase in 'catch and release'. 

 

The fishery management team has been trying to reverse this trend through the 

introduction of new regulations in 2017/18 aimed at increasing the number of trout 

removed from the system. 

 

What if too many fish are harvested? 

 

Some anglers may be concerned that too many fish could be removed, resulting in far 

fewer fish available to catch. This group might take comfort from the knowledge that 

harvest pressure is currently far less than during the 1980’s, when angler numbers were 

double those experienced today. 

 

Angler pressure is a key part of the equation. If the fishery team saw a significant 

increase in anglers (evidenced through licence sales) and supporting data pointed 

towards an unsustainable level of harvest, then the bag and size limits would be 

reviewed. 

 

Anglers are important 

 

From a fishery management perspective, it is important for anglers to understand the 

key role they play – their actions directly impact on the fishery. For example, the 

regulation changes introduced for the 2017/18 season will not work if all anglers adopt 

a 'catch and release' approach. 

 

It’s down to anglers to act upon the regulations and in doing so, effect change in the 

trout population. 
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As anglers we choose to harvest or release trout depending on a variety of factors – 

including ethical considerations (which have not been explored here). 

 

A common philosophy is to take good conditioned fish for the smoker and release others 

so they can recover. This is an understandable position, where the focus is on quality 

food. 

Other anglers have responded to the revised regulations and harvest up to 6 legal sized 

fish, including those that are recovering. Another group of anglers only support 'catch 

and release'. 

 

Catch-and-release does have a role to play in New Zealand. It works well when anglers 

are seeking to protect fragile fish stocks, especially in areas where they target larger 

solitary fish in backcountry headwaters with limited capacity for recruitment. 

 

This approach simply is not the best default option for Taupo. 

 

Ultimately the Taupo Fishery Management Team is not looking to judge anglers for 

their choices, rather we look at the overall health of the fishery and seek to encourage 

anglers to feel confident that harvesting trout from Lake Taupo is a good thing to do. 

 

Not only will you benefit from eating great tasting trout, but you will also be 

contributing to the long-term sustainability of your fishery. 

 

 

QUICK TIPS — HOOK SET AT THE END OF EVERY DRIFT  

By Domenick Swentosky – www.troutbitten.com – 3/10/2018  

(This article is from the Trout Bitten site in the USA, they really do have some fantastic 

fishing sites over there. Check them out…Ed) 

 

I watched the line, waiting for some indication of a strike and intently expecting a fish 

to eat the nymph. Then at the end of the drift I looked away, scanning for my next target 

upstream. When I lifted the line for the backcast, I was surprised to find a trout on the 

line. He bounced off quickly because I never got good hook set. 

 

That’s happened to you a hundred times too, right? 

 

Nymphing is an art of the unseen, and no matter the material attachments we add to the 

line for visual aid of a strike, trout take our flies without us knowing about it — probably 

way more often than we can imagine. 

 

That’s why it’s best to end every underwater drift with a hook set. Do this with nymphs 

and with streamers, at the end of every dead drift presentation, and you’ll find 

unexpected trout attached to your line. The short set also prepares the line and leader 

for your next backcast. Here’s how . . . 

 

Do It 

 

At the end of each drift, give the line a short and sharp hook set downstream. On a tight 

line, you need only move the fly six inches. 

https://troutbitten.com/author/domenick/
http://www.troutbitten.com/
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If the nymphs are upstream of your position, this hook set is a simple and quick lift of 

the rod tip. If the nymphs are across or slightly downstream of your position, then the 

angle of the hook set may be more to the side. 

 

Either way, this short hook set is a setup for the next backcast. 

 

Set It Up 

 

Aside from hooking the unexpected trout, the end-of-the-drift hook set gets the 

underwater flies and tippet in motion, making the coming backcast easier and more 

efficient. The short, sharp motion releases the tippet and flies from the tension of the 

currents, and it straightens out any slack in the system before the backcast. 

 

The motion must be short, only a few inches of movement with the rod tip. Otherwise, 

your rod is too far back to make a full backcast. Remember, just a short pop of the line 

hand is all that’s needed. The backcast should immediately follow. From a distance, the 

casual observer may not even notice the distinction between hook set and the actual 

backcast, but an experienced angler sees it easily. 

 

The same tactic applies while fishing tight line to an indicator (a personal favorite tactic) 

or tight line to a dry dropper. A quick, short hook set downstream of the indy gets 

everything setup for the backcast while hooking the occasional undetected trout. 

 

Likewise, while fishing streamers with any slack in the system, a good final animation 

of the rod tip — a hook set downstream — brings the line tight and ready for the 

backcast while tempting (and sometimes hooking) a curious trout. 

 

READ: Troutbitten | Tight Line Nymphing with an indicator — A Mono Rig Variant 

READ: Troutbitten | Streamers as an Easy Meal — The Old School Streamer Thing 

 

Remember this: Cast. Drift. Hook set. Back cast. Delivery. Repeat. That’s good fishing. 

 

Fish hard, friends. 

 

 

RETHINKING “SELECTIVE BREEDING” 

Eastern F&G 2018-19 Sports Fishing Newsletter 

 

For almost thirty years our hatchery production has been the product of specially 

selected parent fish. Back in the eighties, staff member Peter Mylecreest recognized 

that brood fish were being selected at the trap simply by being ripe rather than by their 

size and quality – in effect, they were not breeding from the best parent fish. The “Big 

Fish” programme was born, and parent fish were then selected for size and age at 

maturity, then if not ripe, transported from the trap at Te Wairoa to the hatchery and 

kept till ripe enough to harvest. 

 

The same principles for selection and breeding are still used today, only we now realise 

that “Mother Nature” plays the single biggest role in fish size, and the breeding 

programme simply supports that. The eighties and nineties were a special time, with a 

https://troutbitten.com/2018/05/09/tight-line-nymphing-with-an-indicator-a-mono-rig-long-line-variant/
https://troutbitten.com/2018/05/09/tight-line-nymphing-with-an-indicator-a-mono-rig-long-line-variant/
https://troutbitten.com/2017/01/18/streamers-easy-meal-old-school-streamer-thing/
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rich and blooming food chain that produced huge numbers of impressive fish. Today, 

although our selection principles remain the same, some lakes produce big fish while 

others don’t. 

 

While we acknowledge much of what happens is beyond our control, we still strive to 

get the very best out of that which we can control. Some years ago, we realized that 

some juvenile fish at the hatchery had a growth rate up to twice as quick as their 

counterparts. These fast growers were fin-marked as normal and released into one of 

the lakes. In all likelihood they would have been caught and harvested by anglers as 

larger than average two year olds, thus not being available to return to the trap as big, 

selectable parent fish with all the traits we wanted for breeding. 

 

In 2016 we began selecting a small number of hatchery juveniles that exhibited this 

accelerated growth, and rather than releasing them we kept them at the hatchery for two 

years, until mature. We bred with them during the winter of 2018 and will release their 

progeny with special tags to selected areas in 2019. If our theory is right, they will 

demonstrate better than average growth. Fisheries management, like fishing itself, is a 

matter of patience, so we’ll just have to wait and see……. 

 

 

AITUTAKI – DENNIS SMITH REPORTS ON HIS FIRST VISIT 

 

 
The east side of the lagoon seen from Maungapu, at 124 m the highest point on the 

island. 

 

As Yogi Berra is said to have said You can observe a lot just by watching. Going to a 

new place is always educational irrespective of how much homework you have done 

in anticipation.  

 

GETTING THERE & GETTING AROUND 

We (Christine and I) took an 8.30 am Air New Zealand Sunday flight for the 4 hour 

trip to Rarotonga, then a 40 minute flight on Air Rarotonga, to arrive in Aitutaki at 

4.30 pm on Saturday. In other words, by getting out of bed early, you can be in 

Aitutaki in the afternoon. As Sunday is the Sabbath and most shops, restaurants and 

other businesses are closed, I had arranged for a hire car to be dropped off at our hotel 

on the Saturday.  Although the island is not that big, some form of transport is handy: 

motor bikes are a common form of transport if you are confident on two wheels. 

Our travel dates had been determined by i) when I could get two days’ guiding with 

Itu Davey’s family business (Google Bonefish E2’s Way) and ii), having tentatively 

sorted that, finding a place to stay. Travel planning had started in June for a late 

August arrival and a lot of the accommodation was already full when I started making 

enquiries: something I will be mindful about next time I go.  We stayed at Tamanu 

Beach resort (supposedly in the last unit available) and that all worked out well. 
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A GEOGRAPHY LESSON 

The island and its surrounding reefs form a rough equilateral triangle, each side being 

about 12 km long. Aitutaki Island starts at the northern apex and extends southward 

for half of western section of the reef. The southern part of the reef is largely under 

water. The eastern side has 12 coral motu and 2 volcanic remnants. There are two 

sand cays including Mainu (a kite sailing and snorkeling destination) visible on the 

extreme left in the photograph. Winds predominantly come from the east, so the small 

islands on the east give some shelter to their western shore shallows. If the reef flats 

are included, the total lagoon area is 70 sq. km. 

 

 
A somewhat distorted aerial view from the southeast. 

 

THE PLAN 

We had a week and the original intention was to have a look round on Sunday, spend 

Monday and Wednesday guided by Itu, and then over the remaining days, do some 

sightseeing, take a lagoon cruise with a bit of snorkeling and do some fishing on the 

beaches around the main island. 

 

In anticipation of executing the fishing part of the plan, I had bought a new 4-piece 

rod (to date I have used an old Sage 2-piece which I bought from Steve Kerr years 

ago: this would have been classified and charged as a second piece of luggage by Air 

New Zealand ) together with a new spool and the latest, greatest and most expensive 

tropical floating line, and had borrowed a tropical intermediate line from Harry as a 

spare, made a few bonefish flies after patterns shown on Untamed Flies and Tackle 

website, and borrowed from Bob Armstrong a large selection of flies that he had made 

for Christmas Island. 

 

In the event, the programme and my expectations were adjusted to suit the 

circumstances. On Sunday we drove around the entire island, including a rough 

section of road along the south coast, looking at things generally and the beaches in 
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particular. I fished Monday as planned and the second day’s guiding was brought 

forward to Tuesday as it appeared the weather was worsening. We gave up the idea of 

a lagoon cruise later in the week because of the windy conditions, and the idea of 

wading the flats of the main island was impractical because of the wind and poor 

visibility.  

 

MONDAY & TUESDAY 

I met Itu, his brother Rua and another client, Stephen from Hawkes Bay, on Monday 

morning and we headed off to Tautu Wharf, in reality a small harbour formed on the 

west side of the island by the construction of a 20 m wide coral rock groyne extending 

200m out from the original coastline. 

 

 
Itu, Stephen, Rua + two 

Davey nephews at 

Tautu, talking leaders, 

flies, etc, while waiting 

for the rain to stop. 

 
Looking north over the 

lagoon from the lunch 

spot, One Foot Island. 

Bonefish E2’s Way has 

three boats like this. 

 
Itu and Stephen drifting 

through the “milk” 

 

Things were looking a bit grim when we arrived at the wharf: nothing like the 

wonderful images you can see on Itu’s website. (I recommend that you have a look at 

these.)There was a persistent 20kt wind and it was raining. So we hung around in the 

only shelter in the vicinity hoping that things would approve, which they did, as far as 

the rain was concerned, after an hour or so when Rua and I headed out. The boat gave 

a remarkably dry ride in the conditions. About halfway across the lagoon we stopped 

to fish an area of “milk”. The effect is created by schooling bottom-feeding fish 

stirring up fine coral particles. It’s all a bit hard to imagine – how many fish are 

needed to churn up the sea bed to this extent? It would be interesting to take a look 

down below. You can see the milk in the photo above, right. Fishing the milk does not 

require a great deal of skill. The boat is positioned at the windward edge of the milk 

and drifted through it. A fast sinking line and a small, weighed fly is typically dragged 

behind, and the challenge to the angler is to differentiate the slow increase and release 

of tension as the fly encounters irregularities on the sea bed from the very gentle, 

sudden tap tap of a bonefish take.  

 

 I hooked two bonefish during the morning. It doesn’t take long before about 100 m of 

backing is out, and when the fish slows down you are winding top speed to try to get 

some line back again before the fish takes the line around a coral head or takes even 

more line. Then, just as you think things are vaguely under control, the fish runs 

again. The first fish straightened the hook and departed after its third run, but I was 

more successful with the second. 
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Towards midday we moved into shallower water, changed over to an intermediate 

sink line and endeavoured to spot fish on the drift. This was interrupted when some of 

the loose line at my feet blew overboard without my noticing and wrapped around the 

prop, necessitating a swim by deckhand, Tai, and the repair of a broken fly line by 

Rua. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lunch pavilion  

 

One Foot Island (Tapuaetai) is the lunchtime destination for several of the lagoon 

cruise boats and we stopped at one of the shelters. Four or five GTs about 25lb and 

one about twice that size were very nervously cruising the shallows looking for food 

scraps.  

 

To start the afternoon we poled along the shallows on the lee side of the larger 

adjacent motu, Tekopua, with me trying to follow Rua’s casting instructions (20m 10 

o’clock, etc.) as accurately as I could. I had been warned that bonefish are difficult to 

see because their colour and the coral sand is remarkably similar and had been told 

that, as with other fish, a shadow can be more obvious than the fish itself. I consider 

myself reasonably experienced in stillwater sight fishing so it’s hard to admit, that 

notwithstanding my new Costa del Mar glasses (which you no doubt noticed in the 
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photo above) I did not see any of the fish that Rua sighted. It sounds a bit pathetic! 

The high bright cloud, the chop on the water and its slight cloudiness may have 

contributed to the problem. 

 

Having given that our best shot, as the expression goes, we reverted to fishing the 

milk. 

 

As had been anticipated, the Tuesday was windier. In the main lagoon there was a 

swell of 1 – 1.2 m with a period of about 15 seconds. Fishing the milk using a drogue 

to slow down the drift appeared to be the best option but standing was a bit precarious 

as we were hit broadside continuously. One more bonefish hooked and this time lost 

when it wrapped around a coral head, leaving an abraded leader as evidence.  On the 

positive side, I caught one trevally, two coral trout and several colourful reef fish. 

 

As I mentioned earlier, the remainder of the week was also windy and conditions were 

not conducive to fly fishing. However I did check out a number of beaches. The most 

likely was the flat SW of the south end of the airport runway. You can see this on 

Google Earth. The road stops nearby and there was a hand painted sign on a coconut 

tree indicating that there was a Ra’ui  in place: no map or further information. When I 

got back to Auckland, after checking various CI Government websites to no avail, I 

emailed Elizabeth Munro, Senior Biodiversity Officer at the National Environmental 

Service. I have copied this correspondence below.  

 

To conclude, I should mention that there are a number of operators offering water taxi 

services, so if you want to get dropped off on a motu and fish alone or with a friend 

for the day, this can be easily arranged. 

 

Dennis Smith 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------- 

From: Dennis Smith <de.smith@xtra.co.nz> 

Subject: Ra'ui areas on Aitutaki 

 

I have just returned to Auckland after a week on Aitutaki. One of the reasons for 

going there was to fish for bonefish and I had two days' boat-based guiding with Itu 

Davey. I had also hoped to do some fishing by wading the flats on Aitutaki main 

island. The most suitable area was the flat near Aitutaki Village but I noticed a small 

hand-painted sign nailed to a coconut trunk saying that the area was part of the O'otu 

Ra'ui. 

As I am writing an article about my trip, I have endeavoured to find out more about 

this but I can't find anything on Cook Islands Government websites. However on a 

website for Ranginui's Retreat (motel) four ra'ui areas are shown: apart from O'otu 

this website shows Maina Lagoon, Maina Reef and Motukiu. Is this information 

correct? I would appreciate your advice. Thanks. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------- 

Kia Orana Dennis, 

mailto:de.smith@xtra.co.nz
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Ra'ui is a traditional and cultural form of conservation in the Cook Islands, used in 

the old days to allow food resources to increase as well as the rejuvenation of natural 

resources in an area for a given period. The traditional leader that owns the area will 

designate the area for ra'ui and would place a Mana or Tapu on the area and 

anybody who breaks the Tapu or mana of the ra'ui will be punished by supernatural 

forces. Traditionally, an area under ra'ui is signified by the tying of a coconut tree 

branch around the post or tree, today, ra'ui areas are still designated by traditional 

leaders but sign posts are used to declare an area as ra'ui. Conditions of the ra'ui are 

also determined and this will vary from one ra'ui site to the other. 

 

Aitutaki has seven ra'ui areas, Ootu ra'ui, Tapuaetai/Motukitiu ra'ui, Taketake ra'ui, 

Motu Tavake ra'ui, Te Akauroa ra'ui, Bonefish area ra'ui, and a Trochus area ra'ui. 

 

Hope this help. 

 

Kind regards 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------- 

 

Hello Elizabeth, 

 

Thanks for your prompt response to my enquiry. The Ra'ui  (Rahui in NZ Maori) 

concept is understood in NZ:  it is just a bit tricky for visitors, like myself, to Aitutaki, 

if there is no easily available information about the location and extent of the various 

ra'ui areas. Is there a map that would help? As I noted earlier, I have looked at 

various CI Government websites but not been able to find anything. 

 

Kind regards, 

Dennis Smith 
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CHECK, CLEAN AND DRY TO COMBAT ‘LAKE SNOW’ 

Media Release – Fish & Game NZ – 30/10/2018 

 

Fish & Game is urging its licence holders to check, 

clean and dry their angling and hunting equipment to 

help combat the North Island spread of the algae 

which causes lake snow. 

The microscopic algae – known as Lindavia 

intermedia - has been found in the Waikato and 

Manawatū-Whanganui regions for the first time.   

Right: Lake snow clogging a fishing reel.  

In the South Island, the algae has developed into 

mucus-like strings known as lake snow or lake snot. While it is not a known health threat, 

it can clog fishing and boating equipment. 

The algae has now been confirmed in the central North Island, including Lake Taupo and 

Lake Rotoaira. It is also known to already be in Lake Waikaremoana. 

Horizons and Waikato Regional Council are now testing to see if it is in other lakes. 

Fish & Game says the discovery is unwelcome and is urging all its fishing and hunting 

licence holders to be vigilant about cleaning their equipment after a day out on the water. 

Fish & Game’s Communications Manager Don Rood says they have a critical part to play 

in helping stop the algae’s spread. 

“Once this algae gets into a lake, there’s no way to remove it, so we’re telling our licence 

holders to make sure they follow the check, clean and dry advice to stop it spreading 

further,” he says. 

“In the South Island, it’s caused problems with its long strands of white growth clogging 

fishing lines, lures and reels and affecting boat motors.  We don’t want that happening in 

the North Island.” 

Lake Taupo and neighbouring waterways are extremely popular trout fisheries and Don 

Rood says they provide a huge recreational and economic benefit. 

“Trout angling is not only highly valued by Kiwis, but these fisheries also earn many 

millions of dollars in tourist revenue.  We need to do all we can to protect this valuable 

recreational asset.”  
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The game bird hunting season is underway at the moment and Fish & Game says hunters 

too need to be careful. 

“Hunters using boats on central North Island lakes need to check, clean and dry their 

equipment, particularly boats, motors and trailers,” Mr. Rood says. 

“Spraying them with a 5% solution of dishwashing detergent or nappy cleaner will do the 

trick, or a 2% bleach solution.  

“And be especially cautious if travelling to another lake or river.” 

Advice on combatting Lindavia can be found here: 

https://www.horizons.govt.nz/managing-natural-resources/plant-animal-pests/lindavia-

intermedia 

https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/services/regional-services/plant-and-animal-

pests/aquatic-pests/lindavia-intermedia/ 

 

CREASY'S COLUMN   
By Hugh Creasy 

 

Geese are creatures of little brain. But what they do have gives them a courageous and 

cunning streak that leads to survival against the odds. Being confronted by a domestic 

goose defending its brood can be a disconcerting experience, and their attacks on 

trespassers often end with a feathered victory. I’ve come across Canada geese, nesting in 

deep forest but always within reach of water, or in gorse-covered headwaters where bogs 

give protection against predators. Their selection of nesting sites denotes a practical 

application of what little intelligence they possess. If a goose has a brain smaller than a 

pea, its survival must mean the brain is made full use of – much to the chagrin of humans 

whose brains are hundreds of times larger, yet we build leaky homes on flood plains and 

on earthquake faults. 

It was a confrontation with a pair of Canada geese and its brood that drew my admiration. 

I was casting to a likely lie, when the family bobbed downstream towards me, the 

youngsters pretty in their mottled golden down. I kept still as they approached and they 

were only a few metres away when the gander spotted me. He let out a call that sounded 

like a dog barking, then stretched out his neck, spread his wings and hissed. The rest of the 

family scattered across the river, paddling like crazy, led by the goose whose plaintive 

honking had them all gathering astern as she reached the far side. 

The gander spun around and took off, flying low, skimming the water before disappearing 

on the far bank, no doubt rejoining his family. His first reaction at the sudden confrontation 

https://www.horizons.govt.nz/managing-natural-resources/plant-animal-pests/lindavia-intermedia
https://www.horizons.govt.nz/managing-natural-resources/plant-animal-pests/lindavia-intermedia
https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/services/regional-services/plant-and-animal-pests/aquatic-pests/lindavia-intermedia/
https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/services/regional-services/plant-and-animal-pests/aquatic-pests/lindavia-intermedia/
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was to attack, though he retreated at the first opportunity. It was a reaction that spoke of 

survival skills that have led to Canada geese being treated as a major threat to the economic 

well-being of high country landowners who have declared war on the birds -- a war that at 

present they show no sign of winning. 

I like Canada geese. I like eating them, hunting them and being their principal predator. 

It’s much the same attitude as I have towards trout. Trout are creatures of great beauty, 

designed by nature to fit their environment. 

 

Ring of the rise. 

 

They have no equal when it comes to survival skills, 

as long as their environment remains as nature 

intended. But the rapacious nature of humans has 

altered most of the planet’s environments to the 

detriment of themselves and every other branch of 

the natural world. 

Adaptation has become the key to survival, and geese and humans are very good at it. So 

are rats and mice and bacteria. If you were going to bet on the winners in the race for 

survival, bacteria would lead by a mile. But even they could not survive a dead planet. Life 

as we know it requires clean air, light, heat and clean water, all pretty basic stuff which 

humanity seems bent on destroying. 

These rather depressing thoughts were engendered during a lull in the pursuit of trout, when 

all went quiet, no rising fish, no birdsong, no wind and even the song of the river itself 

seemed hushed.  

Then, from upstream came the chug, chug, chug sound of a bulldozer, its steel tracks 

shrieking as it ground its way to the water’s edge. Its blade came down, dug into gravels in 

the shallows and slowly made its way downstream, before turning towards the bank with 

more shrieking of tortured metal, and turned once again towards the water. It was 

crossblading. This is a term used to describe the reshaping of a riverbed and surrounds to 

lessen the effects of flooding. Its effect is to kill all forms of life on the river margins for 

very little benefit. It can also have the effect of turning floodwaters into a race, increasing 

the speed of the flow so that areas downstream from the areas crossbladed suffer far more 

damage than if the river was left alone. What may be a benefit to some, certainly isn’t a 

benefit to others. The immediate effect is to loosen silt from the crossbladed areas and 

allow it to flow and settle downstream, blocking the interstices between cobbles and 

boulders on the riverbed and ruining habitat for the fauna of the river. 
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Crossblading is done when river levels are low and machinery has access to sensitive areas 

of the river. It is a form of vandalism carried out, usually by local governments, as a sop to 

nearby landowners, instead of real river protection work that costs money. 

And, of course, it makes anglers bad tempered and upsets geese and ducks trying to bring 

up their youngsters in trying circumstances. But these river beds are also nesting sites for 

wrybills and stilts, and are prime feeding areas for many other birds. 

A day’s fishing spoilt it may be for an angler, but it is life and death to nesting birds, and 

it means a slow death to the fish of the river deprived of a prime food source. What is most 

annoying is that it is so unnecessary, when with a little forethought and planning, it can be 

avoided. 

Oh, well, there’s always another river to fish – until there are no more rivers to fish. 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE 
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FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights or at Hunts Sports. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President -  Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary -  Dennis Smith   376-3375 Herne Bay    de.smith@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer - John Cuthbertson      413-6993 Greenhithe    john.cuthbe@gmail.com  

Magazine -   Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz  

Members     Ron Blair  09 834 8841 Te Atatu        ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

                     John Dernie  0272 288 616  Glenfield     dernie@xtra.co.nz 

         Trevor Jones      09 817 1026    Titirangi      tfjones.family@gmail.com   

          Mike Martindale   489 1082  Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com                  

         Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

                       
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City 
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