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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
With the return of fly tying classes for club members, it is timely to think about sourcing
appropriate materials to create those “never-fail flies”. Over the last few weeks, my work
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has taken me to Mangawhai which involves driving along various country roads, a feature
of which is the quite regular appearance of “roadkill”. Accidental victims range from
pheasants and ducks through to rabbits and possums.
Provided one exercises sufficient care and attention to any other traffic, the potential
“harvest” is almost endless. It is probably best to always have a suitable plastic container
(and lid) in the boot to enable a quick retrieval before moving to a safe place to complete
the process of removing the “choice bits”. In that regard, a couple of pairs of scissors
together with a range of both zip-lock bags and film canisters is all you would need
although disposable gloves would also be handy.
Pheasant tail feathers of course are used world-wide for the eponymously named fly but in
the male bird in particular, the neck cape has some beautiful colourful feathers which can
be incorporated into wee-wets and dry flies.
Ducks and especially Mallards, have fluffy feathers around the cloaca ( anal vent ) which
are essentially waterproof and perform brilliantly when tied into emerger flies which
becomes trapped in the in the surface film. Primary and secondary wing feathers also offer
strength and resilience in a number of applications.
Those “not too bright” Pukekos often feature in the battle with motor vehicles and their
fine, dark blue plumage is the key component in our Craig’s Night-time and Scotch Poacher
flies.
The fur and ears of rabbits and hares are involved in the tying of a number of flies and in
those cases, a small sharp knife can be used to remove part or all of the pelt which can then
be cured by rubbing in a good amount of plain salt and alum and then stored, when dry, for
future use.
Finally, we come to that scourge of the bush, the Brush-tailed Possum, probably the most
frequently encountered victim of the war between vehicles and animals. At one time, they
were estimated to number around 90 million and while pest control measures have greatly
reduced that number, their ability to adapt to changing environments and their ability to
breed continuously, will mean that it will be a very long time before they disappear from
our roads. Like most marsupials, while they only have one young at a time, each female
can carry a joey on her back while feeding another in her pouch and holding a third in
“suspended” development in her uterus.
From the fly materials viewpoint, the fur, especially the tail, has great “crinkle” to the
texture but in my opinion, the most useful anatomical feature are the facial whiskers which
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are strong, flexible and most importantly, tapered. They are brilliant when used to imitate
insect legs and antennae.
Hopefully, this little article will get you thinking, save you some money and yield some
beautiful (and productive) flies.
Dave Symes - President

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato

Dennis, Enrico and I headed down to the Mangatutu last Monday on a stunning spring
day. The fishing wasn’t easy but there were enough feeding Trout to keep us all excited.
Photo courtesy of Dennis Smith.
A recent expedition down to the Waikato saw Dennis, Enrico (Harry), and I fishing a
beautiful little river that was flowing well and had plenty of feeding fish. The sun was
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shining, the wind was generally light, the water clear but not too clear and the insect life
active. Flies that worked were small (size 14-16) pheasant tail variants nymphs. We only
managed to bring one up to the dry and for that we followed Dave Mac’s advice of going
grey early in the season with a Grey Para Dun.
Barrie and Lloyd were down in the Ohinemuri and Waitawheta rivers recently and what
they saw astonished them. The big river was very low and the Waitawheta was as low, and
clear, as Barrie has ever seen it. This resulted in all the big fish in the river being
concentrated into the big pools. Unfortunately it also made them very wary and extremely
hard to catch. Fortunately the area has received some much needed rain and will have
dispersed the fish back throughout the river into their normal holding lies and their normal
feeding behaviour.
Rotorua
No reports received from anyone heading to Rotorua this month, but the good news is that
the small Rotorua tributaries like the Ngongotaha open again on December 1st.
Taupo Region
No recent reports from Lake Otamangakau but Lake Kuratau has produced some cracking
fish for those fishing the National Pairs Competition.
The Waitahanui mouth has been giving up some fantastic nickel silver fat fish as well.
The Tauranga Taupo has had some access issues with high winds dropping trees over the
access road and main paths and even blocking state highway one for half a day.
The Tongariro is the river that just continues to give. There are still some occasional small
runs of fresh fish moving up and big numbers of recovering fish throughout the river. Also
there are, on the nicer warm days, reports of some successful evening rise fishing.
Saltwater Report
The Kaipara is still fishing quite hard to the fly fishers but will no doubt be picking up soon
as the Snapper move back into the harbour in big numbers.
On the East Coast things have been better but protracted periods of strong winds have made
it hard to get out in the boats, and finding sheltered shore based spots has not been easy.
Russell was out not long ago and got good numbers of Snapper up to 38cm but his boat
partner, who was bait fishing, managed to get all the bigger fish, up to 60cm. Flies that
were working were Pink and White Clousers and Boobies.
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Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.

LAST CLUB NIGHT
Last month we had Matt Von Sturmer talking to us about Saltwater Flyfishing. It was a
very enjoyable evening and thank you again Matt.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 19th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM
WE HAVE MOVED.
This month is our fifth Club Night at the Birkenhead RSA.
The address is: Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead.
To enter you can either go through the front doors, continue straight ahead and then take
the stairs (or lift) on your right to go downstairs. Alternatively, you can walk downhill
around the back of the RSA and come in through the side doors that lead directly into the
Meeting Room.
Refreshments are available at the main Bar upstairs, immediately on your right as you enter
through the main front doors. There is plenty of parking.
This month’s Meeting we are having a series of excellent instructional videos that are full
of useful tips no matter what level your fish catching abilty may be.
This is sure to be an enjoyable night and we hope to see you there.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
I've found the best way to help fish grow is to practice catch and release. Whenever I
release a fish it always doubles in size by the time I get home and tell my friends.
U.N. Known
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FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Matt Meikle
Available both week days and
09 908 1909
Weekends
027 285 7521
John Gausden
Time limited - weekends
021704373
/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie
john@st-classic.com
barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota
- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater
but keen to learn more on the rivers
John Rust
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
Barry Schultz
Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp
09 4159692
merc used mostly for SW fishing.
e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz
Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that
provides transport, accommodation
& meals etc. whilst camped riverside
or beach front, plus is currently
being fitted out to carry a three person
inflatable with a 4 hp motor.
Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome.
So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition
with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to
iconp@ihug.co.nz
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Fikrit with some absolutely cracking Browns. If you want to know where he caught them
and what fly he used just remember, he drinks Tui. Photo courtesy of Fikrit Chinassi.
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD
Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the
Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly
caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy
Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes
long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out.

INFORMATION SHARING
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for
some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects.
Member Speakers
Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own
Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so.
Some subjects could be:
Local fishing spots.
National / Taupo fishing regulations.
Riparian rights, access.
Clothing and equipment ideas / tips.
Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies.
So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all.

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST
As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store
and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for
is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last
weekend and … .’ So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie
on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi

WHY WE FISH
As the angler looks back, he thinks less of individual captures and days than of the
scenes in which he fished
Lord Edward Grey
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“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM.
For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John
Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com .

CLUB TROPHIES
Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Roy Richardson.
Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.
Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.
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I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is
Simon Hoole.
Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Current holder is Warren Derrick.

FOR SALE
Just a reminder, if you ever have any Fishing Gear you are keen to sell then the Club is
happy to put something in the Newsletter for you.

FOR SALE
Pelin 12ft Plywood Dingy 8hp Mercury Outboard
2 Tanks – 11lts each
Oars – Life Jackets – Anchors – Seats
(09) 418 3634 – Ask for Les
$375010

FLY TYING TUITION
Are You Interested In Fly Tying?
On Tuesday the 5th we had our third Fly Tying Tuition Session at the RSA.
Initially these classes are more for those who are beginning or have done very little fly
tying. We are starting with basic nymph patterns, this month it was Hare and Coppers, and
Pheasant Tail Nymphs, and then move on to other patterns like wee wets and streamers.
The Class is held in the small meeting room upstairs at the Birkenhead RSA once a month,
on the first Tuesday of the month, and starts at 7pm.
For participants the only requirement is to turn up, bringing a fly tying vise if you have
one. For the evening tuition, everything else, materials, hooks etc. will be provided.
The provision of materials requires that the club knows before each evening the number of
members that will be attending. So please register your interest by email to
barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi by 29NOV19. A follow up email will be sent directly to those
who register their interest by that date.

The first months Fly Tying Tuition in action.
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RODD & GUNN TROPHY – STILLWATER SECTION
The Stillwater competition for the I LOVE FLY FISHING Trophy and the Stillwater
section of the RODD & GUNN Trophy (combined Stillwater and River) will be held on
Saturday, 23 November.
The exact location is yet to be 100% confirmed but it is very likely to be in the Rotorua
area. More details will follow.
This not a super-serious competition and all club members are urged to participate. Treat
it as a social club event and have fun. For any questions call Barrie Barnes, 021 925006.
IF YOU ARE TAKING PART:
 The competition is open to all financial members of the Club. Intending
participants must register with Barrie Barnes, by email barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
by Sunday, 08 NOV 19.
 Competitors will be required to have their own measuring tapes and be trusted to
measure their fish and record the lengths. It is desirable that the measuring be
witnessed by another member or if another member is not present then
photographed against a tape measure e.g. with phone. The winner must be able to
show evidence and any dispute will be decided on evidence provided.
DATE and FISHING TIME
From 7.00 am until 5.00 pm on Saturday, 23 November.
HOW TO SCORE
 The winner of the Stillwater section will be the person with the highest aggregate
number of points.
 One point is allocated for each cm length of fish, as outlined below.
 The fish will be measured from nose to end of tail. Length will be rounded up to
the next full cm. For example, a 31.4 cm fish will be scored as 32 points. No fish
less than 18 cm will be measured (a 17.5 cm fish is not rounded up to 18cm.)
Measurements are to be verified by another angler or by a photograph of every fish
against a tape measure.
 Remember you can measure as many fish as you can catch HOWEVER if you
catch and kill the limit you must stop fishing.
https://fishandgame.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Anglers-Notice-2018-19-Eastern.pdf
POST COMPETITION
 It is planned for all competitors to meet in a designated area at 1800hrs 23 NOV
19.
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Whilst all scores will be checked, recorded and winner determined this will also be
a social get-together. Maybe bring a bar-b-que if you wish.



CLUB TRIPS 2019
January – Mohaka River 2020
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes – 28th 29th FEB 1st MAR 2020
March – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip 2020
March – Lake Otamangakau – 27th 28th 29th MAR 2020
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 2020
July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2020
November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – 23rd NOV 2019
November – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December – Lake Otamangakau – 6th 7th 8th DEC 2019
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

DECEMBER CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU
I am proposing the weekend of 6th, 7th, and 8th December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
with some of us arriving on Thursday the 5th.
While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished
from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge,
offers a big range of casting positions.
Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can
go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly!
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The last 2 December Trips have seen some fantastic fishing, and by December the fish are
well over the rigours of the winter spawning season and are in great condition. Big, fat and
powerful!
Costs will be $50 per person per night.
The Accommodation is your own little room with 2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other for
your gear.
There are shared cooking facilities.
I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, please
let me know ASAP.
Dave Symes - Ph: 09 486-6257 - Email:

dssymes@xtra.co.nz

The alpine weather of Lake Otamangakau can be variable but it can also be picture
postcard perfect. Ron Blair enjoying idyllic conditions on last years Big O Trip. Photo
courtesy of Simon Hoole.
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SALTWATER EXCURSIONS
The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been
raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact
Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar
destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised
at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes
(dssymes@xtra.co.nz).

JOKE OF THE MONTH
A crowded Air NZ flight was cancelled after an Air NZ 777 had been withdrawn from
service. A single attendant was re-booking a long line of inconvenienced travelers.
Suddenly an angry passenger pushed his way to the desk. He slapped his ticket down on
the counter and said,
"I HAVE to be on this flight and it HAS to be FIRST CLASS".
The attendant replied, "I'm sorry, sir. I'll be happy to try to help you, but I've got to
help these people first, and I'm sure we'll be able to work something out.."
The passenger was unimpressed. He asked loudly, so that the passengers behind him
could hear, "DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHO I AM?"
Without hesitating, the attendant smiled and grabbed her public address
microphone: "May I have your attention please, may I have your attention please," she
began - her voice heard clearly throughout the terminal.
"We have a passenger here at Desk 14 WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If
anyone can help him find his identity, please come to Desk 14."
With the folks behind him in line laughing hysterically, the man glared at the Air NZ
attendant, gritted his teeth and said, "F... You!"
Without flinching, she smiled and said, "I'm sorry, sir, but you'll have to get in line for
that too."
TOP 10 CASTING ERRORS… AND HOW TO FIX THEM
Zach Matthews - www.itinerantangler.com
(This article has been copied from the Itinerant Angler website and I have broken it down
into so that each of the 10 tips will be covered over the rest of the years Newsletters. If you
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want to see them all now and not wait then go to the website. This is a website well worth
visiting! Ed.)
I TAUGHT MYSELF TO CAST, many years ago, using a tattered old blow-in flyer from
a Fly Fisherman magazine and a whole lot of guess-and-check. In some respects this is the
best way to learn anything, because you make every conceivable mistake on your way to
competence. While unquestionably the slowest way to get good at anything, there are
advantages to having “been there and done that” when it comes to casting errors. For this
Ten Tips piece, I wanted to outline the consensus “Top Ten” casting errors, as well as how
to go about fixing them.
#10 The Confidence Man
The worst casting mistake of all is the one made by The Confidence Man: he is so confident
in his own technique, he refuses to accept any evidence that he may not, in fact, have this
all figured out. There are three or four guys in the world who could legitimately say, “No
one can teach me anything I don’t already know about casting.” I’ve met those guys, and
you know what’s funny about them? Even though they could say that, they never would,
because they recognize that someone somewhere could always come up with something
new.
The Confidence Man is the absolute bane of fishing guides worldwide. There is nothing
worse than getting in a boat and watching a sport flounder while spouting nonsense about
how ‘we do it back home.’ Always remember, there is someone out there who can do this
better than you can, or who will be able to do it better before too long. Keep an open mind,
practice the techniques you’ve learned, and confront your casting errors rather than
papering them over.

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE OCTOBER 2019
The Whakapapa intake road has been closed after the Crown and the Whanganui Land
Settlement Negotiation Trust signed an Agreement in Principle that included the Landcorp
farm on the Whakapapa Intake Road.
Te Kotahitanga a Ngati Tuwharetoa (TKNT) took possession of the Taurewa farm 1, July
2019 and promptly locked the gate to the public.
A sign posted on the Whakapapa intake gate indicates that “access ways are privately
owned and maintained property” and that there is no public access for vehicles or
pedestrians on the Taurewa Farm Properties.
16

Right: Adam Daniel fishing below
the Whakapapa intake.
The sign goes on to state that “TKNT
retains sole authority over the
granting of “concession and
permissions.“
Fish and Game have been negotiating
to maintain the existing driving
access to the Whakapapa Intake
Road to the Whakapapa River for a
decade and were assured existing
public access allowing anglers to
drive to the Whakapapa intake would be maintained.
Over a year ago Fish & Game staff revisited the access issue and were assured that public
access would be retained in any treaty settlement.
Unfortunately, this message was not passed on to the farm’s new owners.
The Whakapapa Intake Road has multiple easements over it including an easement to the
crown, “in gross”, that allows unblocked access to “agents, employees, contractors, tenants,
licensees, and other invitees”.
Walking Access New Zealand has confirmed the existing easement allows for driving
access for licenced anglers.
Walking Access New Zealand and Fish & Game staff are working diligently to inform the
new owners that the public have a legal right to drive to the Whakapapa River via
Whakapapa Intake Road.
Unfortunately, that message has not got through yet and there is currently a locked gate at
the road entrance.
Adam Daniels, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game

EASTERN REEL LIFE OCTOBER 2019
The traditional season opening on the Rotorua lakes didn’t disappoint for hundreds of keen
fishers who braved the conditions.
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In fact, the forecast was much worse than the actual weather here in Rotorua, which perhaps
kept some anglers at home – or even worse, at work!
Those that did make it out were rewarded with good fish from lakes Rotoiti, Tarawera and
Okataina all producing larger fish than the previous opening.

Above: Anglers head out onto Lake Tarawera at opening.
Of the three lakes, Lake Rotoiti stood-out as the best performer.
The two year-old hatchery released rainbows averaged 1.70kg and measured 510mm. Lake
Tarawera has shown a much needed performance boost with the two year-old fish
averaging 1.45kg and 500mm.
Lake Okataina, which always produces some good trout didn’t disappoint either with an
average of 1.65kg and 507mm.
Typical spring weather has dominated the scene since the beginning of October however
when the wind settles enough to venture out the fishing has been challenging.
Smelt appear abundant at most locations either as large spawning adults or small juvenile
specimens that have hatched this spring.
Cooler water surface temperatures (13-14 degrees C) have the trout spread throughout the
water column for the time and this tends to make targeting fish a tough task!
18

Spring is a great time to fish the smaller lakes like Okaro and Rerewhakaaitu because the
lakes remain cool.
Fishing weed edges with damselfly imitations slung under an indicator or drifting a small
‘bait fish’ pattern on a spinning rod and bubble float is a great way to pick-up cruising
rainbows.
Lake Rotorua, one of the region’s most prolific fish producers, fishes well in spring
especially to shallow trolling.
A tassie and smelt fly off a spinning rod or a single colour of lead line in about 2m of water
will usually result in fish.
Early indications are that the lake’s fish are in much improved condition too this season.
Kayak Fishing For Trout Tuition
We will be holding a kayak fishing for trout tuition at our offices in Paradise Valley Rd,
Ngongotaha on Saturday 30th of November from 1.00 pm with kayak expert Rob Fort.
Watch our web page or contact Mark Sherburn msherburn@fishandgame.org.nz for more
details.
The event will have limited seating so pre-booking will be essential.
Note also, this was previously advertised for the 23rd however has now been postponed one
week to the 30th.
Fish For Gold Results
Our Fish for Gold promotion for the Rotorua lakes attracted almost 700 entrants.
Two of the specially tagged trout were landed during the event but unfortunately neither
won one of the major prizes. Hawkes Bay anglers David Hartree and Barry Jones both
picked up consolation prizes valued at $200.
Our thanks to sponsors Kilwell, Outdoorsman Headquarters and Telfer Marine all of
Rotorua.
Tight Lines - Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game
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LARGE FINES AS ‘GREEN STREAM’ COMPLAINTS FLOW IN
Media Release – Environment Waikato – 14/10/2019
In two separate cases taken by Waikato Regional Council, a Waikato farming company
and a farmer have been convicted and fined $53,440 and $51,750 respectively for
unlawfully discharging farm animal effluent into the environment.
These fines come as a timely reminder to farmers, with the council also responding to a
growing series of complaints from members of the public about ‘green streams’ in recent
weeks.
Each of these complaints have been responded to by the council’s incident response team,
with staff identifying effluent run off into waterways as the cause on each occasion. The
six reported incidents in the last two weeks have been to waterways near Hamilton,
Karāpiro, Te Awamutu, Ōtorohanga, Gordonton and Te Pahu.
“Each of these incidents is serious and is being investigated,” said council investigations
manager Patrick Lynch. “They have all caused an adverse effect on the environment and
because of this could also lead to enforcement action. While we appreciate this is a
particularly busy time of year for farmers, effluent management has to be a priority.
“We are very grateful to the community members who have contacted us. They have seen
something that does not look right and called us, enabling us to respond and halt the
pollution as quickly as possible,” Mr. Lynch said.
“This is frustrating for everyone. The rural community and the farming industry expect
better from their own. The wider farming industry have worked very hard to reduce their
environmental impact through riparian fencing and planting, as well as investment in
effluent management infrastructure. Unfortunately there are still some who continue to let
everyone down and continue to pollute,” he said.
The first of the recently completed cases was sentenced by Judge David Kirkpatrick in the
Auckland District Court and found there had been mismanagement of effluent on two
neighbouring dairy farms operated by P Walter Farm Ltd, near Pukekohe, in October last
year. Council staff found effluent irrigators on both farms had been deliberately
disconnected allowing the effluent to pond in large volumes, causing a risk of
contaminating groundwater. One of the discharges continued in the same paddock for five
days. An Enforcement Order was also issued requiring assessment and improvement of the
farm’s effluent system.
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The second of the cases was sentenced by Judge Melinda Dickey in the Hamilton District
Court and found there had been mismanagement of effluent on a dairy farm operated by
Allan Crouch at Orini in October last year. Council staff found that effluent from a farm
race had been deliberately scraped into a watercourse and there was large-scale ponding of
effluent, posing a risk to groundwater.
Reports of environmental pollution can be made to the council by calling the 24-hour
Freephone 0800 800 401.

TAUPO FISHERY FOCUS
Many of you will have a Taupo licence and so should have received the Taupo Fishery
Focus. But just in case you haven’t or you don’t yet have a Taupo licence here are some
interesting points.
Lake Otamangakau Video
This is a short video by DOC on how to fish Lake Otamangakau. It is invaluable to first
time visitors and still well worth a watch to the more experienced Big O anglers.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp9dUXm7b4A&list=PLL6KEl0oZPfuMlqK4iZ6D
LJDruZmBhRcT&index=6&t=0s

September 2019 Trap Data
We continue to see good sized trout with a high Condition Factor (CF) pass through the
fish trap this season, suggesting the fishery is currently in good health.
The CF for rainbow trout remains on a par with the excellent fish encountered last year,
while the tail end of the brown trout spawning run is revealing some exceptional
conditioned fish.
Data confirms rainbow trout hens are now starting to turn up in greater numbers, joining
the jacks on the spawning reds – a higher percentage of males are recorded early in the
season. Overall fish numbers remain steady, but at a lower level than we might expect for
this time of year.
Interesting to note a number of unclipped* 'kelts' have been captured in the ‘downstream
pen’ of the fish trap, which means they must have bypassed the trap during flood events
earlier in the season. Therefore, the initial data will have underestimated the total number
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of trout present. We will continue to monitor the kelts to determine how many fish were
missed. This approach forms part of a robust scientific process, which helps ensure the
final data we analyse each season is as accurate as possible.
Looking ahead, we expect good fishing opportunities during October and November, as
the remaining rainbows run the rivers regardless of weather – nearly 70% of Taupō rainbow
trout run in the spring!
*Trout have one of their fins partially clipped as part of processing. This enables fishery
staff to recognise fish that have previously passed through the trap. With different fins
clipped each year, it also allows fishery scientists to determine if trout have previously
spawned, and if so, which year.

FIVE HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE ANGLERS
This article is from https://postflybox.com/ , another one of those excellent American
fishing sites. Check it out.
Everyone wonders what it takes to become a great fly angler, and after reading a few selfhelp books ourselves, we realized that there are a few habits that some of the best anglers
we see on the water have. Being disciplined, even just a little, can really elevate your fly
fishing experience, both in the number of fish landed and how much you enjoy the time on
the water. So we’re here to share a few of the insights we’ve learned from our years on the
water and learning from our fly fishing mentors!
Situational Awareness
No matter where you are fishing, having good situational awareness is one of the most
important habits on the water, both for your safety and maximum fishiness. If you’ve ever
fished with a guide, you’ll notice their eyes are rarely locked in on one spot unless they
spot a fish. Water movement, bait spooking, fishing rising/rolling are all signals that give
away a fish’s presence, but if you’re not scanning the water, you’ll miss it all.
Good Organization
Picture this, you’re knee-deep in a creek with your fishing buddy, and the hatch of all
hatches starts popping off all around you. You reach to your pack to dig out some fresh
tippet and a dry fly, but you can’t find it in the mess in your bag. Meanwhile, your wellorganized pal already has his fly tied on and is tight to a riser. Want to know the easiest
way to avoid this situation, spend some time after every trip reorganizing your pack and
fly boxes, so the next time you’re out on the water, everything is easy to access.
Reorganizing your fly boxes will also key you in on what flies were working and which
you need to replace, so you won’t get stuck out on the water with just one lucky fly again!
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A Positive Attitude
Positivity on the water is one habit that we could all do a little better of adopting the habit
in our fishing lives. It’s easy to get bummed out when you’re having to work hard to get a
tug at the end of your line and give up early in the day. But someone wise once told me
that, “You can’t catch a fish if you don’t have a line in the water,” and every time I start
feeling myself give up on a fishing day I remember that all it takes is one cast and one fish
to plaster a smile on my face for the rest of the week. So next time you’re out there, remind
yourself where you are and what you’re doing, because, at the end of the day, we’re out on
the water living our best lives and pursuing what we love.
Constant Improvement
No matter where you are in your fly fishing journey, you should be aiming to learn
something new or improve a skill every time you’re on the water. Maybe you want to work
on a new cast or give a new style of fly fishing a try, there’s no better way to learn than
just throwing yourself into it and learning along the way. As we all know, fly fishing is a
never ending learning curve, and the best way to master a new skill is to practice!
Patience
Probably the toughest of the habits to adopt, patience is one of the skills that separates the
best anglers from the rest. Whether it’s waiting on the prime tide to start coming in, or
watching a trout rise for a few minutes before taking your cast, simply by waiting for the
perfect shot to come to you, and not rush the process, your hook up rate and enjoyment on
the water will both increase!

RECORD FINE FOR BAD SMELL AND POLLUTION
Media Release – Environment Waikato – 22/10/2019
A Waikato dairy processing company has been convicted and fined $221,250 for
discharging objectionable odour that has caused significant impacts on a local community,
and also unlawfully discharging wastewater, impacting on a local river.
This is the largest fine imposed for any prosecution taken under the Resource Management
Act in the Waikato region. The case was brought against Open Country Dairy Limited
following numerous complaints from local businesses and residents of Waharoa, near
Matamata, through two periods in 2018.
Residents reported that there had been ongoing, persistent and objectionable odour. They
described a range of debilitating effects from having to keep doors and windows shut
through to headaches and vomiting.
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Waikato Regional Council responded to the complaints and commenced a formal
investigation. In March 2018 the council found that the odour events were connected to the
failure of the company’s wastewater pond liner. As a result, contamination of the Waitoa
River also occurred.
“This is the fifth prosecution of this company, or its predecessor, relating to unlawful
discharges into the environment,” said the council’s investigations and incident response
manager, Patrick Lynch. “We have the greatest sympathy for the Waharoa community who
have to try living with the terrible impacts this stench has caused.
“This large fine sends a very clear message to this company that their operation has to be
environmentally sustainable,” he said.
The convictions and fine were imposed last week in the Morrinsville District Court by
Judge Melanie Harland, who stated that the odour impacts on residents were “profound
and, of their kind, serious”.
Judge Harland also issued an enforcement order, which the company agreed to, prohibiting
further objectionable odour from the site. The order also requires the company to have a
Community Communication Plan to keep the community and council informed of any
issues at the plant that may result in objectionable odour being discharged.

Chai fishing from the shore and into his first Lake Otamangakau Trout late last summer.
Photo courtesy of A.S. Chai.
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DOES THIS LOOK FAMILIAR?
Just about every angler has created this tangled artwork at some point, some more than
others. I’m pretty good at untangling knots because I get more practice than the average
angler from my guiding, but even this one required me to break out a fresh leader and
completely re-rig. If you find yourself untangling knots more than you’re fishing, try fixing
the problem by following these five helpful tips.
1. Watch your forward cast and backcast when false casting.
“In the film A River Runs Through It”, Jerry Siem (one of the casting stuntmen) never
watched his backcast. It’s important to note that his fly casting skill level ranks among the
best in the world, which allowed him to get away without doing this. It’s also pertinent to
point out he was casting a single dry fly in the movie scene, not a tandem nymph rig with
split-shot and a strike indicator. Could he have made the same casts in the movie with a
tandem nymph rig without tangles, of course he could, but that doesn’t mean every other
angler out there should try to mimic him. The majority of the best casters in the world
watch their backcast, especially when they’re fly fishing in areas where casting room is
limited. Your first step to limiting the number of tangles you create on the river is to watch
your forward and backcast diligently. Your timing will be better, you’ll find you won’t
need to make as many false casts, and you’ll keep your flies out of the trees and bushes.
2. Cast with grace, not with power and muscle.
Many fly anglers out there cast their fly rod much harder than they need to. So hard in
many cases, that they end up overloading the rod and also get an out of control sling shot
effect with their flies. Let your fly rod do the work by executing a smooth pick up of the
fly line starting at the 8 o’clock position (rod tip close to the water), then begin loading the
rod by smoothly accelerating the fly rod between ten o’clock and 12 o’clock. Make sure
you’re stopping your rod quickly for both your forward cast and backcast, not slowing
down to a stop. This will have your fly rod stopping at its fastest point at the end of the
casting stroke, which will transfer your power effectively from the fly rod down through
your fly line. Focusing on these casting mechanics will help you cast more graceful, and
you’ll find it much easier to keep your fly rod traveling in a straight line path, and that will
allow you to form efficient loops. Slow down and don’t rush your cast either. Left Kreh, is
one of the best fly casters in the world at demonstrating how to make a graceful cast to get
the most power out of a fly rod. If you want to see what I’m talking about just search him
on YouTube.
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3. Make sure you’re pausing long enough in between casts.
So you’ve managed to accomplish the first two steps with ease, but as you work out more
fly line that’s needed for longer presentations, you begin to feel your fly cast falling apart.
Chances are, if this is happening to you, it’s because you’re not lengthening your pause
between casts as you work out more fly line out the end of the rod tip. The more fly line
you cast, the longer it takes for your loops to straighten out. This is a very common problem
among novice fly fishers, who often maintain the same length pause whether they’re
casting 20 feet or trying to cast 50 feet. Again, make sure you’re watching your forward
and backcast as you work more fly line out, and always match length of your pause to the
amount of fly line you’re casting. Focusing on this area of your cast will eliminate the
majority of your tangles.
4. Widen your casting stroke slightly so your loop size becomes wider.
You can really cut down on creating tangles if you widen your casting stroke slightly. Your
loops will become larger, and you’ll be able to get away with more imperfections in your
casting stroke, which will make it more difficult to create tangles.
5. When possible water haul and roll cast.
If you don’t have to make long cast to pull off good presentations and drifts, try using a
water haul or roll cast. Both casts do not require a backcast and that will decrease your
chances of creating tangles by 50%.
Keep it Reel, Kent Klewein - Gink & Gasoline - www.ginkandgasoline.com
CALL FOR CONTROLLERS & VAN DRIVERS
Sports Fly Fishing NZ (SFFNZ) is proud to announce that we will be hosting the 2020
Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championship to be held in the Taupo Region from the 17th22nd March.
The competition proper, commences on Thursday 19th March and continues until 21st
March 2020. Controller will need to be available from 18th March to ensure everyone is
properly briefed.
The event is a fantastic opportunity for you to witness some of the best international and
local flyfishers up close and in action on two iconic North Island rivers. You will learn how
the best go about their craft and get to take away a lot of new knowledge that will improve
your own angling.
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Competitors will be based at the Wairakei Resort, Taupo and will be transported daily via
a fleet of passenger vans to each sector and return.
River Venues
The event is being held on the Tongariro and Whanganui Rivers, Lake Kuratau and Lake
Rotoaira.
The event is truly international with up to 16 teams from around the Commonwealth
competing.
The river competition sectors need a controller to manage and record the catch of each
angler. If you are not confident moving about a river bank, then please let us know so we
can allocate a suitable section of river (beat) best suited to your mobility.
The event organisers will provide you with full training on what you need to do to ensure
a fair competition between anglers and how to go about recording each catch.
The World Championship event in Tasmania this year has prepared a great controller
training video that is found on YouTube: https://youtu.be/uxn4fnpZeHA
The same international rules apply for the Commonwealth Championship, so the video
provides an excellent practical explanation for those who are new to competition flyfishing.
Each controller will be provided with a daily lunch and drink that you may want to
supplement with personal supplies.
Controller Accommodation Venues
SFFNZ is keen to engage with local people who can operate from home base and who can
access the venues easily and keep travel to a minimum. This also helps to reduce the overall
cost of the competition that is ultimately funded by the competitors.
SFFNZ has sourced some shared accommodation just outside Taumaranui for those
controlling on the Whanganui River and at Turangi for those on the Tongariro River.
Controllers based here will need to provide their own breakfast and evening meals.
Van Drivers
Competitors need to be driven to each sector in sufficient time to prepare for each daily
session. Organisers need drivers to collect competitors from the Wairakei Resort each
morning and deliver them to the allocated sector. The van drivers won’t be asked to
undertake controller duties but do get to watch the action at each sector. Please indicate on
the schedule if you wish to drive a van – a standard motor vehicle licence is all that is
required.
Gala Dinner
All controllers taking part in the Championship are invited to attend the Gala dinner held
at the Wairakei Resort just outside of Taupo on the evening of 21st March 2020.
27

Contact List
If you wish to participate as a controller, please complete the details on the following
schedule and email to Doug Snell – Head Controller at doug.snellakld@gmail.com or 0272
730 480
We look forward to having your support and showcasing a fantastic competition in some
of New Zealand’s outstanding locations.
Thanks for your support.
Doug Snell - Head Controller – Commonwealth Flyfishing Championship 2020
+64 272 730 480

Enrico with 6.5pds of Mohaka fun! A great river, a great raft trip and a personal best ever Trout
as well. The smile says it all. Photo courtesy of Dennis Smith.

28

HIGHLY CARELESS COMPANY AND DIRECTOR FINED FOR
Media Release – Environment Waikato – 4/11/2019
A Waikato farming company, B & B Singh Limited, and its sole director, Mr Gurnam
Singh, were convicted and fined a total of $63,000 for unlawfully discharging farm effluent
into the environment at a Morrinsville property in August and September 2018.
The convictions and fines were imposed by Judge Melinda Dickie in the Hamilton District
Court. Judge Dickie also issued an enforcement order requiring the farmer to install
appropriate effluent infrastructure on the property.
The prosecution was taken by Waikato Regional Council, under the Resource Management
Act, following inspections of the farm’s effluent system.
The first inspection on 17 August 2018 found a pipe from the cowshed discharging effluent
directly onto the ground. Council officers also found the three effluent holding ponds were
full, one of which was overflowing onto adjacent land. Both discharges resulted in ponding
of effluent, posing a risk of contaminating groundwater. The officers directed the farmer
to stop the discharges.
When the council re-inspected the system on 26 September 2018 the same pond was found
to still be overflowing.
In sentencing notes released earlier this month Judge Dickie stated, “It is unacceptable to
be aware of the failings in a system and to not take steps to address those failings or mitigate
them until they can be addressed.”
In reflecting on the farm’s history and most recent failings, she described the defendant’s
actions as “highly careless”.
CREASY’S COLUMN
It was early in the season when I came across a bog at
the head of a stream, where gorse thickets climbed the
hillsides and raupo and blackberry edged the swampy
valleys.
Dragonflies hovered over deeper pools and clouds of
smuts clouded the air under clumps of manuka,
flowering and alive with buzzing honeybees.
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The muddy edges were strewn with feathers and the prints of webbed feet showed clearly.
Mallard ducks have to go somewhere to moult and they gathered in the gorse with drinking
water handy.
The process must be debilitating and the birds were vulnerable to predators.
My presence was an invasion of their privacy, and I returned to the stream’s headwaters a
few metres away.
There the water ran clear from springs and damsels darted over a pool where bullies
patrolled their tiny territories, and dined on invisible insects and challenged each other with
spread fins and elaborate display.
There were no trout to be seen, but on a slippery strand of stone where the stream ran thin,
there were a couple of torrent fish, tiny battlers whose streamlined bodies split the fast
water.
Just to see these creatures without the aid of an electric fishing machine was surprising and
I congratulated myself on my powers of observation. What I needed was similar powers to
see the trout in heavier waters downstream.
The stream tumbled over large rock formations, finding cracks and crevices that
concentrated the water’s power and oxygenated the water.
Just a few metres from the headwaters there were freshwater crayfish, claws outstretched
to catch any fleshy morsels that might pass by.
They would make easy pickings for later in the day, when the billy was boiling and some
sweet-fleshed crayfish, a dash of salt and pepper and buttered bread would make a sweet
sandwich to complete a wild foods dinner.
A hundred metres further downstream a small seepage entered the main flow from the
foothills.
It crossed a boggy meadow dotted with sedges.
If ever there was great habitat for maturing whitebait this was it.
Another hundred meters away there was a patch of raupo in deep water, green with duck
weed.
The swamp formed a barrier against cattle making their way to an inviting pasture, and the
main stream flowed through a steep-sided valley – sheer rock walls that would prevent
access.
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Further downstream and in bigger water there were schools of whitebait keeping to shallow
water, sidling their way upstream.
Here there were trout-- fat, belly-bulging trout stuffed to the gills with tiny slivers of silver.
They were inert at the head of the pool and in line astern to its tail, a dozen of them, none
of them monsters, but sated and not feeding.
The whitebait sidled past and into the rapid at the head of the pool – only a few hundred
metres to go to the safety of the bog and the swamp.
I wished them luck, and prepared to tempt a take or two from the main predators.
Dragonfly Larvae
A whitebait imitation would have been
the logical choice, but I decided it was a
bit too obvious.
The trout had had a gutsfull of these and I
wanted to shake their sensibilities and
induce a strike.
So I tied on a big fat dragonfly larva
imitation tied on a #8 hook.
My theory was that a fly of such big
proportions with a bulging head would
shift water as it was retrieved and the
movement might be enough to awaken
such somnolent beasts.
Most anglers would leave such unlikely targets and go for bigger, more lively fish
downstream.
But I have always been content to go for a lesser prize, mainly because I loved the setting,
the survival of the whitebait, and the challenge of catching a fish against the odds.
And I did, a long leader did the trick, and the plop of the nymph entering the water caused
a surge of interest from the trout and one turned and snapped at the nymph, missed it and
pursued it downstream where it was taken by another, smaller, fish.
I struck and the fish swirled around its restricting pool, frightening all its neighbours, till I
brought it to the net.
A nice little half kilo brown that would do nicely for supper.
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Then it was back upstream to where the koura were spotted. In my pack I carried a muslin
net for taking samples.
It’s only a small item but big enough to capture crawlies, as we had called them when
children.
I need to shift some boulders on the bottom but there they were, a family group of half a
dozen, with the largest all of 7 centimetres in the body.
I picked three of the largest and left the rest.
That evening, as the sun set over the western hills, a dab of butter, some salt and pepper
and I had an entree and main course prepared in minutes.
It’s a hard life, being a survivalist, living off the land, battling the savagery of nature. In
the morning I’m going home to pick up a whitebait net.
I’ll once again challenge the might of nature, sitting down
and watching for tiny fish swimming over a sheet of white
plastic.
The fritters are a sweet reward for meeting the challenge
of the wild.
Some people climb mountains, some swim the depths of
the ocean, and some venture to wild jungles where violent
animals can take a life with the sweep of a paw.
I prefer the wilds of New Zealand where the wilderness
can be kindly, if you know what to look for.

EDITORS NOTE
I went for a fish with Dennis and young Enrico (Harry) last week and watching Enrico’s
enthusiasm was a reminder of why we all do this. It is fun! We arrived at our destination
and he was out of the car and running to the bridge so he could look at the river.
When we fly fish we are nearly always in beautiful surrounds with water flowing past us
and Trout abounding. What more could you ask for.
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FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights or at Hunts Sports.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna
Secretary - Dennis Smith
376-3375
Herne Bay
Treasurer - John Cuthbertson
413-6993 Greenhithe
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay
Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna
Members Barrie Barnes 021 925 006 Glenfield
John Dernie
0272 288 616 Glenfield
Simon Hoole 021 037 6047 Northcote
Mike Martindale 489 1082
Takapuna
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote
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john.cuthbe@gmail.com
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barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City
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