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PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

It is time for ACTION! A parliamentary select committee will shortly be giving 

consideration to a proposed bill known as the Conservation (Indigenous Freshwater Fish) 

Amendment Bill. 

 

This Bill, which could have serious implications for our beloved pastime, has been drafted 

under a “veil of secrecy” to the extent that Fish & Game have not been consulted even 

though they represent the interests of more than one hundred thousand anglers like 

ourselves. 
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Fish & Game have circulated their concerns to clubs and anglers throughout the country 

and it is vitally important that as many of us as possible, put our concerns in writing and 

email/post them to our “political masters”. 

 

Personally, I have emailed the Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition, Deputy Prime 

Minister, joint leaders of the Green Party amongst others and especially the Minister of 

Conservation, Hon Eugenie Sage. In most cases, I received an automatic generic response 

but I did get a properly composed response from Hon Louise Upston, the MP (National) 

for Taupo. 

 

The important point is that they have been told of my serious concerns and if 100,000 

anglers do the same thing, the committee members will hopefully, pay more than just 

cursory attention. 

 

From a fishing viewpoint, my activity has been stymied over the last few months by a 

progression of “winter ills” which have conspired to keep me away from the water (both 

fresh and salt). 

 

However, with daylight saving now operating, I am looking forward to the odd after work 

foray out in the Rangitoto Channel, particularly when a mate recently came back with 

several nice snapper, an 85cm kingfish and a couple of big john dory. 

 

On the freshwater scene, DOC trap records indicate both rainbows and brown trout 

numbers and sizes are excellent for Lake Otamangakau and I can already feel the 

excitement building for the club trip in early December. Closer to home and only an hour’s 

drive or so, is Thompson’s Lake at Waiuku on the road out to Kariotahi Beach. I fished 

this small lake nearly 40 years ago when staying with friends nearby at Otaua. I think it is 

probably time for another “regular visit”. 

 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the next club meeting on the 16th when 

renowned fly tier and fisherman, Pat Swift will be speaking but I am sure that there will be 

some discussion about this proposed Parliamentary Bill as well. 

 

Dave Symes - President. 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

No reports from the Waikato area but the Coromandel rivers continue to fish well. Some 

excellent catches are being reported from the Ohinemuri and a recent visit to the 

Waitawheta was great fun. This is also the time of year when all the smaller streams on the 
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road between Paeroa and Thames, and up to the Kauranga River too, fish at their best. So 

grab your gear and head down there.  

 

Rotorua  

Roy and Fikrit were both 

down at the Ohau Channel on 

opening day and judging by 

their photos a lot of fun was 

had. As with any opening day 

the fishing pressure was 

heavy but still plenty of Trout 

were caught. However, Fikrit 

was most upset as there were 

no big ones, just little fish up 

to 8pds…  

 

All the Lakes are now open 

and as Yoshi said at the last 

Club Night there can be some 

great fishing there over the 

next month or so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy pointing at his mornings 

catch. A fun start to a new 

season. Photo courtesy of Roy 

Richardson. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taupo Region 

Boy are we blessed with some FANTASTIC Spring weather!!   I can't remember one like 

it!  My suggestion is to make the most of the nice sunny days and get out there and make 

the most of it.  

 

These days are absolutely perfect for fishing a dry fly / dropper combo. Any volunteers 

want to slug away in the shop for me to allow me to go fishing?? 
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There have been plenty of feeding fish and most anglers are having a great time on small 

naturals with some anglers reporting catching fish on Mayfly and Caddis Dry flies during 

the day. 

 

There are different sorts of rises.  Sometimes all you hear is a “slurp" and basically see no 

surface activity.  There are sometimes just the tip of the mouth visible, sometimes the 

whole head, splashy rises, swirly rises, sometimes the fish will jump right out of the water. 

Eyes and ears are important fishing tools when it comes to dry fly fishing. In the pitch black 

all you do is try and hear where the fish are rising. 

 

I have fished this river for nearly 19 years now.  The rises at the moment have been quite 

strange from what I normally have seen. There is plenty of activity until it gets dark and 

then the rise just stops.  The “normal" process I see is the rise slowly gets going. The fish 

feed on Mayflies and emergers halfheartedly, fizzle out and then right on dark the fish just 

go nuts on the Caddis.  This time they are really going nuts on the Mayflies and then right 

on dark ... nothing. 

 

I flicked my light on and there are Caddis Adults out there scurrying around, so I know 

they are there. The funny thing is I have caught more fish on the Sporting Caddis Dry Fly?? 

 

Sporting Life – Turangi – 6/10/2018 - www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz  

 

Fishy Tales  

 

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

 

KENT CHALMERS 

 

With any Club, Members will come and go as their circumstances change, it is a natural 

process of Club life. However, every now and then the departure of a Club Member merits 

a special note. Kent Chalmers is resigning from the Club as he is retiring down to his new 

house in the Taupo region, where he will undoubtedly be doing a lot more fishing. 

 

Kent was one of the founding Members of the Club and heavily involved in its creation as 

well as serving on the Committee for several years. Indeed it can be said that without Kent 

and the other founding Members involved in the setting up of the Club we would not exist.  

 

So, thank you Kent for your services to North Shore Flyfishers and may you have a great 

time in your new home. 

 

http://www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz/
mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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2018/19  SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE  
 

2018/19 subscriptions are now due. If you would like to continue your NSFF Club 

membership please make your payment to the Club ASAP. The following payment options 

are available:  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name or membership 

number as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing 

address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

 payment in person to John Cuthbertson (Club Treasurer) at one of the next two 

Club nights.  

You must be a paid up member of the Club to go on Club sponsored trips or participate in 

tuition activities. Please pay promptly to avoid disappointment.  

 

The 2018/19 subscriptions are as follows: Adult membership $60, Junior (under 18 years) 

$30, and Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children) $90. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

When I was NFA President I tried to preach the environmental message but it fell on deaf 

ears... Many died-in-the-wool anglers don't seem to be interested in the environment 

because all they want to do is go fishing. 

David Bird - Angling Times Magazine, Feb.1999 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had Yoshi Nakagawa talking to us about all things fly-fishing. It was a very 

enjoyable evening and thank you once again Yoshi. 

 

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – OCTOBER 16th 7.30PM  

 

This month we have Pat Swift talking to us. Pat is an acclaimed fly tyer and an excellent 

fly fisherman. His flies are on sale in fishing shops around the country and are for many 

their ‘go to’ choice when on the water. He will be talking about why he designs a fly in a 
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particular way and what attracts Trout to flies in general. It is sure to be an interesting night 

and we hope to see you all there. 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

To say that it was all just a matter of catching fish would be like saying that astronomy 

is nothing more than noticing the stars. 

Harry Middleton 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Matt Meikle  Available both week days and 09 908 1909 

   Weekends    027 285 7521  

John Gausden  Time limited - weekends   021704373 

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie  john@st-classic.com   

barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota  

- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater  

but keen to learn more on the rivers       

John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

   joan10@live.com   09 415 4919  

Barry Schultz    Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp  09 4159692  

merc used mostly for SW fishing. e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz 

    Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that  

provides transport, accommodation  

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:john@st-classic.com
mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:bardot@xtra.co.nz
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& meals etc. whilst camped riverside  

or beach front, plus is currently  

being fitted out to carry a three person 

inflatable with a 4 hp motor.  

Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome. 

 

          

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition 

with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to 

iconp@ihug.co.nz  

 

 

CASTING TUITION 

 

This summer we are once again having Casting Tuition / Practice on the grass area outside 

the Milford Cruising Club. It will run from 6.30pm onwards. The best possible thing to do 

with casting tuition / practice is to use your own fishing gear, but if you don’t have that 

with you never fear, we will have several Rods there for you to use.  

 

This month Yoshi Nakagawa of North Shore Hunting & Fishing has generously offered to 

come and help out anyone that asks, along with Rene Vaz of Manic Tackle. Our own Simon 

Hoole of Fly Junkie will also be there and helping out anyone with their two handed switch 

rods. 

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD 

 

Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the 

Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly 

caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy 

Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes 

long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out. 

 

 

INFORMATION SHARING  

 
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for 

some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects. 

 

Member Speakers 

Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own 

Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so. 

 

mailto:iconp@ihug.co.nz
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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Some subjects could be: 

Local fishing spots. 

National / Taupo fishing regulations. 

Riparian rights, access. 

Clothing and equipment ideas / tips. 

Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies. 

 

So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fikrit at it again on opening day with another fat Rainbow. He catches a lot of fish! 

Photo courtesy of Roy Richardson. 
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WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST 

 

As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store 

and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for 

is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last 

weekend and … .’   So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie 

on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM.  

 

For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John 

Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com . 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2018 

 

January – Mohaka River 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
mailto:john.cuthbe@gmail.com
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March – Lake Otamangakau 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo  

October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

November – Tuition weekend 

December – Lake Otamangakau 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

DECEMBER CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU 

 

I am proposing the weekend of 7th, 8th, and 9th  December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) 

with some of us arriving on Thursday the 6th.  

 

While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished 

from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge, 

offers a big range of casting positions.  

 

Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can 

go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly! 

 

The last 2 December Trips have seen some fantastic fishing, and by December the fish are 

well over the rigours of the winter spawning season and are in great condition. Big, fat and 

powerful! 

 

 

Costs will be $50 per person per night.  

The Accommodation is your own little room with 2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other for 

your gear. 

There are shared cooking facilities. 

 

I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, please 

let me know ASAP.  

 

Ph: 09 486-6257         Email:      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

 

Dave Symes 

 

 

 

mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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SALTWATER EXCURSIONS 

 

The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been 

raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact 

Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar 

destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised 

at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes 

(dssymes@xtra.co.nz). 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

The Uniting church called a meeting to decide what to do about their possum infestation. 

After much prayer and consideration, they concluded the possums were predestined to be 

there and they shouldn't interfere with God's divine will. 

  

At the Baptist church the possums had taken an interest in the baptistery. The deacons 

met and decided to put a water-slide on the baptistery and let the possums drown 

themselves. The possums liked the slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how to 

swim so twice as many possums showed up the following week 

  

The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God's 

creatures. So, they humanely trapped their possums and set them free near the Baptist 

Church. Two weeks later the possum were back when the Baptists took down the water-

slide. 

 

But the Catholic church came up with a very creative strategy! They baptized all the 

possums and made them members of the church. Now they only see them at Christmas 

and Easter. 

 

Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue; they took the first possum and 

circumcised him. They haven't seen a possum since… 

 

 

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Have A Go - Spring Fishing Competitions 

The very popular Kilwell Lower Waikato River Trout Contest will be held from October 

6 to the 13th.  

The competition is based on the Waikato River below Karapiro Dam and has some great 

prizes.  

mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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This event provides a good way to learn how to fish the Waikato River and the organisers 

are happy to help out new anglers.  

For further information call 

Sweetman’s Reel Fishin’ 07-

8287 462 and you can enter the 

competition at https://www.reel-

fishin.com/. 

Right: Lake Moana Nui rainbow 

caught by Mark Bannister. 

 

 

Tokoroa ‘Take a Kid Fishing’ Competition will be held at Lake Moana Nui November 

2nd to the 4th.  

Lake Moana Nui is stocked by Fish & Game annually and it’s a great place for kids to fish 

with good walkways and playground equipment next to the lake. Kids can enter the 

competition at the lake on the day and although you don’t have to attend all three days, the 

prize-giving is worth attending.  

For more information contact Cath MacPherson on 07-8867059, or 027-5034486, or check 

out the Tokoroa Sports Fishing Club's Facebook page. Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game 

would like to thank Pure Fishing NZ for kindly supporting this event.  

Waihi mining co seeks big water take 

The huge open pit at Waihi. 

Gold mining has lots of environmental 

impacts, but most people don’t consider 

what happens when mines close. 

If an open pit mine fills slowly from rain 

and groundwater the water can become 

toxic and acidic.  

There have been some environmental 

disasters and in one case in Montana in 

the U.S., an estimated 10,000 snow geese 

died after landing in the toxic water of a lake formed in an abandoned copper mine.  

https://www.reel-fishin.com/
https://www.reel-fishin.com/
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OceanaGold has applied for a host of consents in preparation for the closure of its Waihi 

open pit mine and one of the consents asks to take 20% of the Ohinemuri River. 

The consent would allow the firm to take up to 20% of the river's flow 223 days per year, 

according to the company. 

The water would be used to fill up the pit mine that would take seven and a half years or 

even longer.  

Considering the Ohinemuri River currently tops 19°C for a good portion of the year, our 

staff are strongly concerned about habitat loss and elevated temperatures that could result 

from this water take.  

Fish & Game has objected to the consent and will fight hard to protect the Ohinemuri River 

fishery.  

(Editor’s Note: This is a timely reminder of what Fish & Game do. When DOC has been 

put in a position to challenge resource consents in relation to Trout Fisheries recently with 

the Ruataniwha Dam what did they do? They had their multiple page concerns reduced to 

a one page banality by the Minister (?) and then said yes, bugger the fishery as long as you 

give us more land to add into the Doc portfolio. The new law wants to make Fish & Game 

subservient to DOC. DOC are no friends to Trout or Trout Anglers.) 

 

 

EASTERN REEL LIFE SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

 

New Season Countdown 

The region’s anglers are looking forward to the opening 

on October 1 with a keen air of expectation. 

Right: A big 'hooked up' smile...  

The Rotorua lakes that reopen - Tarawera, Okataina and 

Rotoiti in particular - attract many anglers to what has 

become a longstanding tradition of celebrating the new 

season. 

While October 1 provides an exciting beginning to the 

season, it’s also a great time to make plans for the year 

ahead, catch up with friends and family or rekindle the 

passion for pursuing a wily trout. 
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Go For Gold!  

It's exciting to roll out details of our Fish for Gold 

promotion again. Head to Rotorua, enjoy a few days 

relaxation and fishing and be in the chance to bag 

$10K in the process – what could be better? 

We are again dropping 30 'gold' fish, ten each into 

lakes Rotoiti, Tarawera and Okataina and this time 

the lucky tags are orange. 

It’s free to enter – https://fishandgame.org.nz/eastern/events/fish-for-gold/ - for 

information on how to enter. The event runs for 14 days until Sunday October 14 so as they 

say, be in to win. 

Where To Go – What To Use? 

Lake Tarawera’s fish have shown improvement in their condition factor over last winter 

but it’s impossible to know if we’ll see this in the rising two year-old fish come Opening 

Day. 

Winter seems to be a period when these fish struggle for food so we’re hoping to see the 

same improvement in the two year-olds that are the fish mostly caught on opening. 

Trap runs and drift dives last season indicate there are plenty of fish about so expect as 

good catch rate on Tarawera. 

Begin the day shallow trolling and harling with smelt patterns before going to deeper 

methods. Try a 12g black and gold toby and grey ghost combo for success! 

 

Trolling Lake Tarawera. 

Lake Okataina always attracts less angler pressure 

than both Tarawera and Rotoiti, and as such can 

sometimes produce good results on opening although 

catch rates can be fickle on Opening Day. 

Depending on the wind direction, try shallow harling 

early around the Dogger Bank area then as the sun 

gets higher try jigging along the western shoreline. 

A Tassie #58 (traffic light) or #80 and large smelt fly combo can work well on the lake. 

https://fishandgame.org.nz/eastern/events/fish-for-gold/
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Lake Rotoiti is the most popular spot on opening but there’s always plenty of room for 

everyone! 

The commonly prevailing south westerly wind can limit anglers to the southern shore later 

in the day so try the northern shoreline areas early. 

Again, try shallow trolling from first light up until about mid-morning, or whenever the 

action tapers off, then pull out the lead and wire lines or downriggers and jigging gear. 

Although most of the October catch is two year-old fish, Rotoiti can sometime produce a 

few recovering three or four year-olds which, if the lakes are doing well, can be a worthy 

size. 

Try one of the brighter Tassies such as the #55 (bright pink) or #56 (bright orange)  and a 

large size jack sprat or green orbit for success. 

Lost & Found 

Some lost fishing tackle was found at Stoney Point, Lake Tarawera in mid June. It was 

handed in to Rotorua Police but remains unclaimed. 

If you've lost tackle and believe it's yours, please contact us with a detailed description of 

the missing items. 

 

IF YOU LIKE TROUT, THINK ABOUT CATFISH 

Media Release – Environment Bay Of Plenty – 27/09/2018 

All it would take to cause irreversible damage to our lakes and tributaries is one person 

transporting a catfish or its eggs to a new body of water and starting another population. 

That’s why with the fly fishing season kicking off on October 1st, the Bay of Plenty 

Regional Council is asking anglers and lake users to be extra vigilant this season and help 

stop the spread of catfish. 

Lake Rotoiti holds the only known population of catfish in the Bay of Plenty after they 

were discovered in 2016 by the Bay of Plenty Regional Council while weed harvesting. 

Since the find the Regional Council and Te Arawa Lakes Trust have been working hard to 

keep their numbers down and stop them spreading to other waterways. 

Biosecurity Team Leader Shane Grayling explains that catfish pose a real threat to lake 

ecosystems if allowed to spread.  
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“Catfish are a nasty invasive pest that not only predate on native fish, trout and trout eggs 

but they are also a serious threat to one of our taonga species, koura. They also lower water 

quality by churning up mud while feeding” says Grayling. 

Anyone visiting Rotorua Lakes is reminded to always check their boat, trailer and gear for 

weeds before leaving a waterway as catfish or their eggs will often hide amongst the weed 

fragments. Catfish will also hide in trailers which is why people are urged to not leave them 

in the water unless loading or unloading their boats. 

Boaties should also keep an eye out for yellow research buoys on Lake Rotoiti which are 

part of the Regional Council’s arsenal of tools used in the war against catfish.   

The yellow buoys marked ‘research’ are part of an important trial that uses acoustic 

surveillance technology to locate catfish in order to effectively control their numbers. 

“In some parts of the lake it will feel like they’re everywhere, but their location is very 

strategic and the information we get from them will  give us a much better understanding 

of how catfish occupy this waterway at particular times of year. It will mean we can 

strategically locate our nets in areas they occupy and will help us stop the spread. The 

buoys will be removed after a year,” says Mr. Grayling.  

Preventing the spread of catfish doesn’t require a lot of effort but it does require all lake 

users’ involvement. All it takes five minutes to check and remove any weeds before leaving 

a waterway. 

PEST Brown Bullhead Catfish 

RISK 
Predate on native species, trout and their eggs. Also lower water quality 

by churning up mud. 

WHERE ARE 

THEY 

Common in the Waikato River system and now established in Lake 

Rotoiti. 

WHAT YOU 

NEED TO 

DO 

Protect the Rotorua Lakes and stop   catfish spreading to the other lakes. 

Before leaving any waterway, remove any   weeds from your boat and 

gear, empty any ballast and check your trailer for hidden catfish and 

weeds. 

  

Further information and access to updates about Regional Council’s work to care for the 

region’s waterways is available at www.boprc.govt.nz/freshwaterfutures 
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A reminder that there are some great fish to be caught closer to home. This fat Rainbow 

was taken by Simon in the Waitawheta River, just out of Paeroa. Photo courtesy of Barrie 

Barnes. 

 

 

GOVERNMENT REVEALS ITS PLAN TO CLEAN UP QUALITY OF NEW 

ZEALAND'S RIVERS AND LAKES 

tvnz.co.nz – 8/10/2018 

 

Environment Minister David Parker and Agriculture Minister Damien O'Connor this 

morning announced the Government's plan to improve the quality of freshwater waterways 

in New Zealand. 
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"Clean water is our birthright ... local rivers and lakes should be clean enough for our 

children to swim in, and put their head under, without getting crook," Mr. Parker said. 

 

"There will be a focus on at-risk catchments so as to halt the decline ... we're not going to 

leave the hard issues for future generations." 

 

The new approach will also incorporate a new approach to the Maori/Crown relationship 

that will "acknowledge Maori interests in fair access to water to develop their land". 

 

"New rules will be in place by 2020 to stop the degradation of freshwater quality," Mr. 

Parker said, "a new National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management and a new 

National Environmental Standard". 

 

"The rules will include controls on the excesses of some intensive land use practices ... we 

will drive good management practices on farms and in urban areas. 

 

"We are also amending the Resource Management Act to enable regional councils to more 

quickly implement water quality and quantity limits. 

 

Minister for Maori Crown Relation Kelvin Davis said the Government is committed to a 

"substantive discussion on how to address Maori interests, by taking practical steps to 

address constraints on Maori land development". 

 

Mr. O'Connor said "Primary sectors are crucial to an environmentally-sustainable, high-

value economy that supports the wellbeing of all New Zealanders. 

 

"Many in the sector are already working hard to protect the natural resource they depend 

on, and recognise the important of enhancing our reputation as a trusted producer of the 

finest food and fibre products." 

 

The programme will deliver: 

- Targeted action and investment in at-risk catchments, including accelerating the 

implementation of Good Farming Practice Principles and identifying option for tree 

planting through the One Billion Trees programme. 

 

- A new National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management by 2020, to ensure all 

aspects of ecosystem health are managed, and address risks, for example by providing 

greater direction on how to set limits on resource use, and better protection of wetlands and 

estuaries. 

 

- A new National Environmental Standard for Freshwater Management by 2020, to regulate 

activities that put water quality at risk, such as intensive winter grazing, hill country 

cropping and feedlots. 
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- Amendments to the Resource Management Act within the next 12 months to review 

consents in order to more quickly implement water quality and quantity limits, and to 

strengthen enforcement tools for improving environmental compliance. 

 

- Decision on how to manage allocation of nutrient discharges, informed by discussion and 

engagement with interested parties. 

 

- Involvement of interested parties in testing and advising on policy options through a 

network of advisory groups: Kahui Wai Maori, the Science and Technical Advisory Group, 

and the Freshwater Leaders Group. 

 

 

ANGLER CATCHES ORANGE TAG TROUT IN ‘FISHY LUCKY DIP'  

Media Release – Fish & Game – 9/10/2018 

 

An angler has caught the first trout with an orange tag in the Rotorua lakes “fishy lucky 

dip” – stoking up interest in the hunt for a fish worth $10,000. 

Right: one of the 30 

orange-tagged trout. 

 

The Fish for Gold 

promotion runs until 

midnight on Sunday 

and “interest remains 

high in the chase 

targeting orange-

tagged fish,” according 

to Fish & Game staff. 

Thirty fish were released, ten each into lakes Rotoiti, Tarawera and Okataina. 

Fish & Game Officer Matt Osborne says staff had seen “good numbers” of anglers on the 

lakes since the event got underway on the opening of the fishing season on October 1st. 

The lucky angler had been fishing just one hour before hooking his tagged fish while 

trolling on the western side of Lake Okataina late last week. 

“We are not giving away too many secrets to say that he was trolling a fluoro Tassie and a 

smelt fly which is what the fish took,” Mr. Osborne says. 
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The angler had considered releasing the fish before he spotted the tag. 

“We urge all anglers entered to take care to check all legal size fish that they catch for the 

three centimetre long tags which are attached just behind the fish’s dorsal fin.” 

“We encourage you to make the most of the good weather before a cold snap that’s forecast 

and not give up fishing as there are still 29 potential winners out there to be caught.” 

Mr. Osborne says it’s worth reminding anglers that aside from the big prize, there’s an 

outboard from Telfer Marine to be won, along with voucher or tackle prizes worth $250 

apiece, thanks to local firms Hamills, Kilwell and Outdoorsman Headquarters. 

“Every orange tag will at least win a voucher or tackle prize.” 

The orange tags must be presented in person to staff at Fish & Game Eastern Region’s 

office at 1130 Paradise Valley Road, Ngongotaha by 1pm on Monday October 15th. 

Anglers who catch trout with the normal yellow Datawatch tags either during, or after the 

promotion has finished are also potential winners as they go in the draw for a free fishing 

licence at the end of the season.   

 

CREASY'S COLUMN   
By Hugh Creasy 

 

At last the river has cleared, but still it runs high from snowmelt in the ranges. There are 

logs strewn on the banks – deadwood from clear-fells further upstream, and they are hairy 

with branchlets that will catch a carelessly cast spinner or fly. Through a maze of detritus 

a thick school of whitebait runs. A shag takes its toll and with thickened crop it perches 

atop a bare-branched pine and croaks to its mate building a nest in the fork of the tree. 

The sun lifts above the horizon, brightening the dance of swallows taking sandflies and 

gnats in swooping glides, seeming to defy all laws of gravity that hold humans firmly to 

the planet. Although a footstep in the fast moving current proves that gravity is not 

powerful enough to make wading safe. The power of the river is all too apparent. Casting 

will have to be from the shallows and the bank. As the sun rises and warms the air, a flight 

of damsels hovers above lupin flowers hanging over a shallow pool where bullies dart, alert 

to footsteps from a careless approach. The pool is too shallow to hold trout, but it holds 

life, with backswimmers and water-boatmen busy at the edges and bloodworms strewn 

among the stones where caddis larvae cling to the undersides of boulders. 

These are the survivors of winter floods. Only a week ago the river was roaring from bank 

to bank, thick with mud from slips in the high country. The height of the flood can be seen 

on the willows along the banks. Old chemical drums sit in branches, high off the water, 
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along with metres of fencing wire and plastic wrap from bales of hay fed out during the 

winter. There is a smell in the air, of decay. Somewhere a carcass has caught up in the 

foliage. The flow has not yet passed through towns and villages where plastic and paper 

will add to its burden. 

A family of mallards waddles to the shallows, well upstream, the youngsters huddling close 

on their first venture out. They number close to a dozen, a necessity of survival when the 

attrition rate is more than 80% before maturity. 

In the air a hawk circles, lazy on an updraft of reflected heat. There will soon be road kill 

to feed on when the family of rabbits safe in its burrow releases its youngsters. They have 

stayed well above flood level, in a burrow dug into gravel left from roadworks, and they 

feed in the evenings on fresh young dandelions and shoots of cocksfoot. The little ones 

bounce with energy and fearlessly seek adventure. Adults teach caution with a thump of a 

hind foot that sends the youngsters scurrying for cover. 

Into this world of hunters and hunted the angler comes, tentative on a first venture out 

during spring. He slips and slides on riverside rocks, clumsy this early in the season, and 

he bends to the river bed, tipping over stones in the shallows, checking for life that will 

determine what fly he will use. He would really be better off using a spinner or live bait if 

he wants to catch fish, and he sees the truth of this when Dobson fly larvae, large and ready 

to moult, scurry for cover in the muddy shallows created with each boulder rolled over. 

But the angler is a fly fisherman. He has endured a winter of discontent as front after front 

drenched the land and kept him indoors. 

From his fly box he selects a well-weighted caddis imitation, cream bodied with a simple 

tuft at the head – a free swimmer copy that might tempt a strike. 

There are backcurrents behind boulders and pockets of calm in the riffles. A line of bubbles 

indicates the main flow, where fish are more likely to be. Experience has taught the angler 

to fish his feet first, and he casts to pocket water, progressing from the tail of a run to its 

head and beyond – short casts at first progressing to longer and longer cast as he covers all 

the water. 

Some of his casts are rough and splashy - early season casts that will progress with more 

finesse as time and practice make perfect. The small indicator above the fly jerks to a stop 

and the angler flips the rod tip to set the hook. It sets on nothing. Too much loose line 

between the rod tip and the fly. The indicator floats free and the fish is lost. To cast to the 

main flow, his line must cross some smaller flows, and it is these that will cause drag and 

an unnatural movement to the fly. To overcome the effect of drag, the angler has to cast a 

loose line, allowing his nymph to sink and travel in a natural manner for as long as possible. 

If his indicator stops he has to strike with a high lift of the rod in his casting arm, and a 

downward pull on the line in his other arm, to take up the remaining slack line. It takes 

practice and concentration to get it right, attributes absent in this angler, and his frustration 

boils over.   
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 He retires to the bank and rests a tired shoulder. On a quiet stretch of water mayflies rise, 

just a few as the sun’s heat grows, and an upstream breeze helps them lift off the water. A 

fish’s tail breaks the surface and a boil of water marks the lie. 

A kingfisher calls its single note and it flashes jewel-like in a dive to a streamside nest. The 

angler is unaware of its beauty, his concentration locked on that small boil. Hope springs 

once more and he has one more decision to make. What fly to imitate that insect’s rise?      

 

EDITORS NOTE 

 

I’ve made my submission and set off letters to MP’s and the Minister, have you? 

 

 

FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights or at Hunts Sports. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President -  Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary -  Dennis Smith   376-3375 Herne Bay    de.smith@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer - John Cuthbertson      413-6993 Greenhithe    john.cuthbe@gmail.com  

Magazine -   Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz  

Members     Ron Blair  09 834 8841 Te Atatu        ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

                     John Dernie  0272 288 616  Glenfield     dernie@xtra.co.nz 

         Trevor Jones      09 817 1026    Titirangi      tfjones.family@gmail.com   

          Mike Martindale   489 1082  Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com                  

         Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

                       
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City 
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