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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Clearing out some old books and papers from the office recently, I came across a few now
faded photos of a memorable weekend trip I spent at Lake Aniwhenua with an old fishing
mate, Rick Paine, who sadly, passed away a few years ago. It was October 1994, a time
when the lake was known for the numbers of very large fish which were being caught both
from boats and casting from the bank. Rick had a “Boston Whaler” set up with forward
and aft swivel seats, a quiet outboard and a bow mounted electric thruster. A highly
maneuverable and discretely “low profile” craft. Our plan was to take sufficient food for
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the usual meals but to forgo the Saturday dinner in favour of catching a small rainbow
adequate for our needs. However, you know the old saying about “best laid plans!”
Weather-wise, the weekend was pretty wet and the lake, which had been subject to some
flooding during the previous week, was a lovely shade of pale brown with visibility of
about 100mm. We arrived late in the day at Ryder’s lodge and opted for an early dinner
and an early start the next morning. The lodge was heavily booked to the extent that Joan
Ryder had suggested that we could bunk down in the games room which we ended up
sharing with Mark Kitteridge and John Eichelsheim, two pretty well known fishermen. The
next morning we launched the boat at the ramp and headed up the lake watching the
sounder and opted to park over a small series of holes close to the true left bank near the
pine forest. Our standard rig was a floating line, a couple of black, size 12 nymphs and a
bright yarn indicator. Given the muddy colour of the water, our expectations were not great
but within less than a minute of the first cast, my indicator “shot under” and I was hooked
up to a “small train!” After a vigorous fight involving a lot of aerial acrobatics, I brought
the fish to the net and she pulled the scales down to that magical 4.5kg mark. A great start
to the weekend. We continued to fish the same spot and by lunchtime had caught and
released 12 rainbows which were all between 4 and 5 kilos! In fact, by the time we decided
that we needed to think about dinner, we had released another 7 fish of similar size. Clearly,
our plan for a “small fish” meal was coming undone. In the end we did a quick trip to the
Kopuriki Takeaway for burgers and chips before they closed for the day and we went
hungry. Back at the lodge it was apparent that Mark and John had enjoyed a similar level
of success so the discussion was pretty animated.
Sunday morning saw us re-visit our, by now, favourite haunt and it was a “Ground Hog
day” experience with first cast hook-ups and nothing under 4 kilos! It actually starts to get
a little boring (and tiring). By around midday we decided to try somewhere else and moved
back down the lake towards the dam. On the way we spotted Mark and John fishing the
edge at a point called the “fence” simply because it is where a farm fence meets the shore
of the lake. However, immediately in front of the fence, is an area of gravel which tended
to attract spawning fish. Sadly, that area, like many parts of the lake, are now heavily silted.
We put ashore a little distance away and walked over to where the others were fishing to
find that they had enjoyed great success also and all within a reasonably short walk of the
lodge. We continued our fishing but a large weed bed and a lack of waders meant that our
casts fell well short of the desired “target zone”. The afternoon was closing off and the
imminent trip home brought the fishing to an end but not before Mark suggested that he
have “one more cast”. The three of us on the bank watched as he launched out a perfect
double hall and then studied his indicator as it slowly drifted along in the weak current.
Then, in a flash, it disappeared! Mark struck and then watched as his line very quickly
became backing in his hands. After a torrid but masterful battle, John was able to net the
“last fish of the day” for Mark which turned out to be a magnificent and fully “coloured2

up” Rainbow jack of 6.5 kilos. John took a few photographs before Mark slipped the fish
back into the water and then, very satisfied, we all boarded the Boston Whaler for the short
trip back to the lodge and from there, the long drive home. Incidentally, some months later,
that prime fish in front of Mark’s wide grin, graced the cover of the New Zealand Fishing
News. John Eichelsheim was the editor at the time and Mark was also on the staff.
As the saying goes, “you should have been here yesterday” but in this case “you should
have been here 26 years ago!”
Tight lines and see you all on club night.
Dave Symes - President

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
Reports coming in have not been all that favourable unfortunately. Mostly because of the
influence of consistently bad weather. Pawel, Allen and Barrie headed to the Coromandel
last weekend but unfortunately ran into a tea coloured river, resulting in only a couple of
small fish hooked.
Equally the Waipa tributaries have been consistently high and often well coloured, again
making for some hard fishing. And when the rivers have cleared the wind has blown…
The wind has been particularly prevalent on the Waiuku lakes, making casting less than
easy. Still, the fish will be there so wait for a patch of decent weather and it should be all
on.
Rotorua
All over the place! Recent visits from Club Members to Rotoiti and the Ohau Channel
have been much less productive than normal. But a week earlier the jigging on Rotoiti had
been all on for young and old. Although our own big fish man Fikrit, did hook a monster
Brown that even he was unable to bring to the net.
Lake Rotorua has had a toxic algae bloom recently so if you are fishing that lake be very
careful with getting into the water. Keep updated with the Environment Bay Of Plenty
website.

3

Taupo Region
There are a lot of fish in the Tongariro and with the relative lack of floods there is an
enormous amount of food in the river. Every decent sized rock that you turn over is covered
in Mayfly larvae and Green, White, and Brown Caddis nymphs. It is a great time to target
the shallower and/or slower edge water with a dry fly dropper rig, and don’t ignore the
faster ripply water at the tails of the pools. Also if you get a nice calm day then there is a
very good chance of a solid evening rise occurring.

Pawel with a fantastic Whakapapa Rainbow taken on the dry and dropper. If the fish are
this fat this early in the season it really does bode well for an epic summer. Photo
courtesy of Pawel Mikolajczyk.
Saltwater
No report on the saltwater fly fishing unfortunately. If anyone has been out then let us know
at next Tuesdays Club Night.
Fishy Tales
Two Club Members recently gave me a report of an albino Big Foot being seen in a forested
section on the shores of Lake Rotoiti. So if you ashore in that area tread carefully.
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- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.

NSFF SUBS ARE NOW DUE FOR 2020~21 YEAR
The annual subs for the year, 2020 ~ 21, for the North Shore Flyfishers Inc are now
due. Please pay to:
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated - A/c: 12-3209-0190179-00.
Please ensure your surname is in the Payment Details.
The subs are as below and discounted if paid by 31st July 2020.
Adult $80.00 discounted to $40.00 if paid by 31st July 2020
Family $90.00 discounted to $70.00 if paid by 31st July 2020
Junior $30.00 discounted to $20.00 of paid by 31st July 2020

LAST CLUB NIGHT
Last month yours truly gave a talk on access to fishing the upper Tongariro. Hopefully it
was enjoyable for you all.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 17th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM
This month we will be having some detailed reports on our ‘local waters’ from several
Club Members. How they are fishing, what techniques to use, and how to get there. We
hope to see you all there.

WHY WE FISH
Having a fishing rod in your hand is merely an excuse to explore out-of-sight depths and
reveal mysteries that previously only existed in dreams.
Fennel Hudson

5

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
John Rust
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
Barry Schultz
Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp
09 4159692
merc used mostly for SW fishing.
e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz
Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that
provides transport, accommodation
& meals etc. whilst camped riverside
or beach front, plus is currently
being fitted out to carry a three person
inflatable with a 4 hp motor.
Prefer weekdays or multi day trips
away in the motorhome.
Gary Bolstad
Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even
Mobile 022 379 3070
Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &
gd.bolstad@gmail.com
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Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.

CLUB TROPHIES
Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.
Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year due to Covid lock down. Current holder
is Lucas Bathurst.
I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is
Russell Nelson.
Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Current holder is Simon Hoole.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
Learning something new about angling always excites my brain—what would take a
specific fish, why it was feeding, how to solve an individual angling problem.
Nick Lyons
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Our roving reporter from the USA, Phil Gates, has been busy! A 10wt saltwater fly rod, a
steel tippet, a heavy leader and BIG flies, add them all together and you get this. Big
angry Pike. Photo courtesy of Phil Gates.
“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.
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NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz

FLY TYING INSTRUCTION
This is on a postponement at present as our instructor Johan is expecting a baby very soon
and can’t commit to being able to do the online instruction.
Stay tuned for more details on how this will progress over the summer.
If you would like to see the videos of the Flies that have been tied just go to
http://www.nsff.org.nz/ .

CLUB TRIPS 2020
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes
March – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip 2020
March – Lake Otamangakau
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes JUNE 2020
July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2020
November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2020
December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 3rd 4th 5th 2020
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

DECEMBER CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU
I am proposing the weekend of 4th, 5th, and 6th December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
with some of us arriving on Thursday the 3rd.
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While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished
from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge,
offers a big range of casting positions.
Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can
go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly!
The last 3 December Trips have seen some fantastic fishing, and by December the fish are
well over the rigours of the winter
spawning season and are in great
condition. Big, fat and powerful!
Costs will be $50 per person per
night.
The Accommodation is your own
little room with 2 beds, 1 for
sleeping and the other for your
gear.
There are shared cooking facilities.
I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at
Tongariro Holiday Park so if
anyone is interested, please let me
know ASAP.
Dave Symes - Ph: 09 486-6257 Email:
dssymes@xtra.co.nz
This is what you can expect on the
Big O. A very happy Leon. Photo
courtesy of Simon Hoole.

TUITION TRIP FOR NOVICE ANGLERS
SOUGHT

-

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

In the past the club has periodically offered a two day course on “Approaching a Stream”
for novice anglers. We can organize this again for early next year provided enough
members wish to attend. It includes an overnight stay near the river of choice.
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Tutors will be experienced anglers from the club. On the Saturday, after an initial
discussion on gear, those taking part will go off to various sections of the river in groups
comprising one tutor and two or three course participants.
Course content
The course will broadly cover the following:
A run through of rod and tackle requirements, setting up the line, knots and rig.
A basic understanding of what flies represent what food.
Reading the river, identifying the likely water in which the trout will be lying and
choosing the appropriate rig, plus useful tips and techniques regarding casting, mending
and retrieving line to ensure that the fly is presented as naturally as possible.
Working your way through a pool methodically.
Striking, playing and landing the trout including handling and release.
Basic fishing etiquette.
On the Sunday, participants have the opportunity to put some of what they have learnt into
practice.
This short course is intended to assist members with limited angling experience by
improving their chances of catching trout.
Cost and enrolment
The cost of the course will need to be determined. It will include one night’s
accommodation near the river, a contribution towards tutors’ costs and possibly a shared
dinner (BBQ or similar) on the Saturday night. Transport and additional food requirements
to be met by the individual participants. Transport can be informally coordinated if
required.
The course is open to paid-up members of the club. Places will be allocated on a first come
(with payment) first served basis.
Please reply to any of the Club Committee Members if you would like to attend. All their
email addresses and phone numbers are on the last page of this Newsletter.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH

Bad Pun Month

Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married. The ceremony wasn't much, but
the reception was excellent.
Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a salted.
A dyslexic man walked into a bra.
A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his arm, and says: "A beer please,
and one for the road."
Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the other: "Does this taste funny to you?"
Two cows are standing next to each other in a field.
Daisy says to Dolly, "I was artificially inseminated this morning."
"I don't believe you," says Dolly.
"It's true; no bull!" exclaims Daisy.
An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The kids were nothing to look at either.

AN EXTRA BIT OF HUMOUR
Wife yelled out from upstairs "Do you ever feel prickly pains across your chest as if a
voodoo doll image of you is having pins stuck in it"?
Somewhat puzzled I yelled back "No"
Shortly after she responded "How about now"?
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Meinrad 8pds of superb Whakapapa Brownie. He and Pawel had a ball. Photo courtesy
of Pawel Mikolajczyk.
AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE – OCTOBER
Fishing School?
Although nymphing with an indicator is still very effective, nearly all competition fly
fishers have given up their strike indicators and transitioned to Czech Nymphing.
If you have ever seen a skilled angler Czech Nymphing, you know that using the two
strategies together can literally double the number of fish you catch.
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Czech Nymphing is relatively easy to learn and far
less reliant on casting, so most anglers can pick it
up rather quickly.
Staff have been working to bring fly fishing
classes to our region, and we will do our best to
promote any fishing classes we hear about.
Local guide Rob Vaz is planning a series of Kiwi
Nymphing Clinics with the first class in Turangi
on the 21st -22nd November 2020.
For more information please contact Rob 027 641
4106 or robfishnz@gmail.com.

It's Time To Book In Your Summer Fishing
Trips
The travel season is here, and we would like to help plan your fishing trip.
Staff are actively working to make your planning easier and just launched a new travel and
camping guide to show you where you can travel and fish within the region.
Click
here
for
the Auckland/Waikato
Fishing
Travel
Guide.
https://fishandgame.org.nz/auckland/freshwater-fishing-in-new-zealand/fishing-locationsand-access/aucklandwaikato-fishing-travel-guide/
When you are planning your trip, it is often helpful to know where there is public land in
the area.
Staff have worked with Walking Access New Zealand to plot over 100 fishing locations in
the Auckland/Waikato Region on their web-based mapping system (WAMS).
The ability to use aerial imagery with an overlay of public land to plan your fishing trip
can be extremely useful, especially when looking for holes to fish and access locations.
Although there is a specific hunting and fishing map, staff recommend the Outdoor Access
Map as it has more information including hydro areas.
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Click
here
for Walking
Access
Outdoor
Access
Maps.
https://maps.walkingaccess.govt.nz/Viewer/?map=b1d1e76a6c754d11b3f3fd9dfce1eb12
Mistakes Were Made
North Island regulations
There were some minor changes in the formatting of the 2020/21
regulations book, although there were no changes to the rules in
the Auckland/Waikato region the resulting booklet was full of
typos.
Most were corrected prior to printing but unfortunately some
slipped through.
The one that impacted the Auckland/Waikato regulation was the
winter closure of the Waimakariri, when in fact the stream is open
all year.
If you have any questions about the regulations, please give the
Hamilton office a ring (07) 849-1666.

Tight Lines
Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game
EASTERN FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE – OCTOBER
Fish & Game staff spoke to around 650 anglers fishing the Rotorua lakes on the opening
day of the trout fishing season (1 October 2020).
Anglers were very happy to be out enjoying their return to fishing the lakes following the
3 month no-boat-fishing break.
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Right: Fish & Game officer
Anthony van Dorp checks
out a fish from Lake Rotoiti.
The weather played ball
with low winds over the
first week providing a stark
contrast to the lead up
period that consisted of gale
force winds.

Opening was a chilly day but light winds kept anglers keen Lake Tarawera photo Eastern
Fish and Game
Anecdotally, staff and spectators thought
the number of boats across the lakes
overall was increased from the last few
opening events.
Lake Rotoiti was the place to be for top
quality fish.
Trout measured were larger and fatter
than recent years (at the opening) and the
catch rate appeared to be up.
This made for lots of happy licence holders.
The biggest fish tipped the scales at 3.75kg (8.25lb).
Fish & Game staff undertaking follow up surveys on the 4th of October measured a 4.4kg
(9.7lb) brown caught shallow trolling between Te Weta Bay and the Okere Arm on Lake
Rotoiti.
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Lake Okataina produced similar returns to anglers and size of catch to recent openings and
produced a harvest rate of two fish per angler for the day.
On Lake Tarawera, anglers found the fishing a little slow compared to most openings.
The measured harvest rate was one fish per angler.
The average size of fish was also down compared to the 2019 opening.
The two-year-old spring liberated fish
(September and October 2019 releases) in
particular, showed the results of poor growth
conditions from the lake being approximately 20
mm smaller and 200g lighter than their 2019
counterparts.

Auckland's Fikret Chinassi with a cracker 4.6kg
Ohau Channel Brown

Fish from the summer and autumn 2019
liberations fared better, so a downturn in lake
productivity appears to have happened
following the 2019 winter period.
The biggest fish measured was a 3.63kg (8lb).
At the Ohau Channel, a low water level and gin clear conditions worked against the anglers.
Some solid fish were landed early in the day, but once the sun woke up – things quietened
down.
The true right bank off Takinga Street at the entrance to the channel produced the best
action on the morning. A great 4.6kg (10lb) brown was landed from there.
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Fish and
Game
released 100
two year old
Brownies into
Parkinsons
Lake this year.
They are
waiting to be
caught. Photo
courtesy of
Adam Daniels.

FROST-OFF AT LAKE OTAMANGAKAU
Taupo Fishery Focus
Closed season work at Lake O benefits anglers - The mid-August cold snap presented the
perfect opportunity to ‘frost-off’ invasive aquatic weeds at Lake Otamangakau.
The process involves Genesis reducing the water level in the lake and exposing pest weeds
such as Lagarosiphon and Elodea to frost. The plants have air chambers within their stems
which allow them to stand erect in the water column - a feature that increases their
vulnerability to frost-off.
Shallow lakes such as Lake O can easily become choked with these unwelcome invaders,
severely compromising trout fishing and other recreational activities. In addition, high
levels of invasive aquatic weed biomass over summer can restrict water flow for hydro
power generation and reduce Dissolved Oxygen at night, negatively impacting lake
ecology.
August is an ideal time to frost-off Lake O. The clear weather at this time of year results in
very heavy frosts in basins like the Lake O swamp (- 7°C). These frosts shatter the cell
structure within the stems of the relatively fragile invasive aquatic plants, significantly
reducing weed growth the following summer.
Lowering lake-levels over winter is an effective, toxin-free and operationally cheap
strategy for controlling invasive aquatic weed biomass in lakes.
18

Above, the waterless boat ramp at Lake Otamangakau and below the frost effect of
lowering the lake. Photos courtesy of Target Taupo.
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TOXIC ALGAE BLOOM IN LAKE ROTORUA
Environment Bay Of Plenty 23/10/2020
The combination of the recent warmer temperatures and an out of action dosing plant has
likely contributed to a potentially toxic algae bloom in Lake Rotorua. Sightings near
Holden’s Bay, the Ohau channel, and Awahou river have confirmed the presence of this
bloom also referred to as cyanobacteria.
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Rotorua Catchments Manager Helen Creagh said people
should take care if they are fishing for trout near the affected locations and follow advice
from Toi Te Ora Public Health around whether it is safe to swim in the lake.
“At this point, we would advise the community to avoid fishing for trout near the affected
locations,” Ms Creagh said.
Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae) are a natural occurrence, but can form
blooms in response to warmer temperatures and excess available nutrients. Some species
produce toxins as they die, which may cause illness in humans and pets who drink or swim
in affected water. Symptoms range from nausea and diarrhoea, to more serious conditions
such as liver damage.
Bay of Plenty Regional Council manage two alum dosing plants, located near the Utuhina
and Puarenga streams. Maintenance work is currently taking place on the Puarenga plant.
So far, the dosing plants have been successful at improving water quality in Lake Rotorua.
Ms Creagh said the plant will be operational before Christmas and dosing will be increased
in response to this type of bloom however until the plant is operational more blooms are
likely.
Alum dosing refers to treating incoming streams with alum which helps reduce the impacts
of phosphorus in certain lakes. The continual low dose of alum binds phosphorus in the
incoming streams so when the streams reach the lake, plants (like algae) cannot use the
phosphorus to grow.
Ms Creagh says it is likely that with climate change predictions of higher ambient
temperatures this type of bloom could occur regularly.
“We will continue to monitor the situation and any updates will be available on the Rotorua
Te Arawa Lakes Programme's website, as well as Toi te Ora Public Health,” Ms Creah
said.
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Alum dosing in the streams is just one method under the Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes
Programme that aims to improve water quality. For more information,
visit www.rotorualakes.co.nz.

HOW TO NET THAT FISH
Chris Dore – www.manictackleproject.com
That crucial moment, getting that fish into the net. So much hard work has been put in to
get to this moment, from the early planning stages pouring over maps, the new gear, the
travel, cast, hook set and strenuous battle. Now’s not the time to fluff it up...
The size of your net matters. The larger the mouth the easier it is to get fish, particularly
big trophy brown trout, into. However larger nets and net bags create a lot of drag in the
current, so find something large enough, but easy enough to comfortably handle.
Six Tips On How To Net A Fish
1. Wait for the moment and don’t rush it. Going in for the shot while the fish is still hot
doesn’t often end well, as they are fast and powerful creatures. This said, always be
prepared for if a cheap shot presents itself early in the fight. Getting the fish to the net
earlier is better for both the fish, and our own nerves.
2. Wherever possible, net the fish head first. The tail on a bigger fish can easily ride the
water right back out of the net. Get the fish moving towards you, lift the head and
win.
3. Use their own momentum. Keep your rod low and out to one side to draw the fish
wide, then smoothly bring your rod across to the other side, turning the fish and
drawing him towards the net. Fish can’t swim in reverse so you only have to be
prepared for a sideways evasion.
4. Stay low in the later stages of the fight. If they see you they won’t want a bar of you.
5. Pick your spot. A, B, and C. If you’ve seen softer water a little downstream you’re
better off leading him there rather than going for the shot in that heavy water you’re
currently battling him in. Constantly revise your planned landing spot. Our fish are
strong and can easily blast past plan A, and plan B.
6. And finally, don’t lunge at him. That never ends well. Instead, have the net waiting
beneath the surface and as the fish draws across the mouth of the net, simply lift
vertically to entrap him.
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Once netted just sit there and chill a while, with the fish in the soft mesh, in gently
flowing water. Give him a chance to revive a little, and for your adrenaline to die down.
Handling fish when you’re pumped will often result in squeezing the fish, potentially
damaging internal organs. Remove the fly while the fish is still in the net, then securely
replace your forceps, and place your rod, line and leader somewhere safe and out of the
way.
Now say cheese.

The Island Bypass on the Tongariro. This is truly a beautiful time of year to head to
Turangi. Photo courtesy of Pete Schierhout

HUGH CREASY'S COLUMN
Perhaps it is the arc of the line flashing in the morning light that lifts the angler’s spirit, the
sheer elegance of the cast that grips the imagination.
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The cast is an artful action that once mastered opens possibilities. It is the first movement
of a dance, or an orchestral piece in which the angler is both conductor and performer, and
if played well it ends in dramatic fashion with the choice of life or death.
The cast begins it all. It is an overture that done well will bring reward.
Anglers, though, are only human and we will hit plenty of bum notes before dropping a fly
in the right place, or even choosing the right fly to begin with.
In my efforts to master the art I used to
practice on the local sports ground.
The grass was mowed on Tuesdays and
Fridays and with the grass well trimmed I
was able to imagine myself on river or
lake and concentrate on the basics.
Raise the rod to midday, pause to let the
line unfold then push the rod forward in
imitation of hammering a nail to a wall.
After a few months I was able to extend my repertoire to side casts, steeple casts, roll casts
and all those instinctive actions that will put a fly in the right place to take a fish.
I was also able to false cast a full 30 metres of flyline, and keep it in the air until the moment
was right to release.
I was inspired by an exhibition of casting by an American woman of slight build who was
brought to New Zealand by a fly line manufacturer.
She gave an exhibition on the shores of Lake Taupo.
By using only her arm, and without a rod, she cast a full line onto the lake, plus a few
metres of backing.
With a rod she was a magician, and with a twist of her wrist was able to curl a line to the
left or right, she dropped a fly on the water without a splash, fly first and then the line.
Her roll casts gained metres and the fly always landed at the full extension of the line until
she needed a cast with slack to allow the current to present a natural drift.
It was all done with ease and aplomb, and at the end of the exhibition she was driven away,
leaving an audience, mouths agape with admiration.
While, at the time, I envied those who could afford quality waders and expensive rods and
reels, I realised that luxury does not always equate with competence, and I contented
myself with what I could buy on special.
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A reel was simply a tool to hold line and as long as it had a reasonably smooth action its
price was no indicator of its usefulness.
A cheap rod might require more effort to
get a result, but it should be remembered
that anglers of yesteryear used greenheart
rods and silk lines and they caught plenty
of fish.
Waders were a luxury so I used plastic
rubbish bags, taped above the knee with
insulation tape and gardening boots made
for reasonably safe wading.
After a few months of near fanatical
persistence I began to catch fish, then I
could approach a river, confident that I
would be taking home a fish if I wanted
one.
After a few seasons I realised that I was
getting more satisfaction from visiting the
places I went to go fishing than from
catching fish.
The hunt became the objective and the exercise of skill in bringing a fish to the net became
icing on the cake.
Hunting of any sort hones instincts.
To capture prey requires a knowledge of its behaviour and you come to realise that the
creature you are hunting is a hunter itself, so you need to know the habits of the creatures
it preys upon.
The life of a river has its seasons.
The hatches of insects in spring and summer in a healthy river are obvious and with a little
research the tyro angler will learn to match the hatch, but in the hotter months and in the
depths of winter there may be no obvious signs.
Imagination has its place, and you must think of where trout are likely to seek refuge.
In summer it will be where the water is well oxygenated and in winter the fish may go deep
and seek backwaters where heavy currents will not exhaust its strength.
Don’t be intimidated by the angler who has everything.
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Fancy waders and hotshot rods don’t catch fish.
Skilful anglers do, and if you have to hone your skills on a football field, it will be worth
the embarrassment when you get to the river.
EDITORS NOTE
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FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257
Secretary - Mike Martindale 489 1082
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925 006
Magazine - Duncan Frew
021 648 956
Committee - Simon Hoole 021 037 6047
Members
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692

Takapuna
Takapuna
Glenfield
Torbay
Northcote
Northcote

dssymes@xtra.co.nz
miketmartindale@gmail.com
barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
iconpromote@gmail.com
hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz
maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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