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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
With yet another “ lockdown” ( or two ), my usual monthly diary has been left somewhat
“out of whack” so with newsletter time fast approaching, our annual March trip to the big
“O” this weekend and having lost last year’s trip to “ level 4 “, I thought I would revisit
my article from 10 years ago. Scarily, as the years fly past, it only seems like yesterday but
that is probably no surprise when I have been fishing this magnificent lake for over 40
years. My “historical” article of March 2011 follows:
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“I thought for this month’s newsletter I would review the just completed annual club trip
to Lake Otamangakau.
There were 10 of us on the trip, not a large number considering that the club has around 78
members but based on previous trips, a “normal” turnout. Four of us travelled down on the
Thursday while the remainder followed on Friday. As it turned out, the Thursday night and
Friday provided the best weather as come Saturday the “heavens opened” and on a couple
of occasions the pelting rain created an illusion on the lake surface which made it look for
all the world like solid ground. Mind you, none of us was tempted to get out and walk!
One of the mysteries of the lake (and no doubt many others) is that what works one day
will not necessarily work the next. The two most commonly used flies on the lake are
probably the bloodworm and damsel nymph but this time they did not produce the exciting
results experienced on other visits. Woolly buggers and particularly “Yoshi buggers”
retrieved on a slow sinker seemed to do the trick. Even at night when the good old luminous
fuzzy wuzzy has normally performed, a large dark fly was better.
In fact, after the heavy rain and subsequent major discolouration in the lake, I tried a black
Velcro dot “tadpole” and was amazed to catch a fish in visibility of only about 150mm.
The average size of fish caught was probably a little smaller than previous years but there
are undoubtedly still some very large fish in the “Big O” because several of us experienced
heavy strikes and “bust offs” and Mike Martindale had one particularly large fish straighten
out his hook! Most importantly, everyone managed to catch fish, which is one of the
objectives of our club trips. For anyone in the club who has not yet been on a trip (and I
think there are probably a number), I can thoroughly recommend it. Apart from the actual
fishing, you will enjoy the company of a group of like-minded individuals with all of the
humour, banter and competition common to “our sort”.
On the last day (Sunday), a number of the group headed for home while Mike and Trevor
had one last go at the big O (when Mikes hook got straightened!) and the remaining four
of us went to Lake Rotoaira which hadn’t been affected by the heavy rain. I have yet to
check with Phil and Dennis as to how they fared but Mark and I managed to catch and
release 7 small but very energetic rainbows near the penstocks at the northern end of the
lake.
All in all, another enjoyable and successful club trip and while I am more than happy to
see the “usual suspects”, it would be great if a few new club faces could join us as well.
We will almost certainly re-visit both lakes at the start of the next season, i.e. after 1st of
October, so check your diaries and we will keep you posted.”
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Well there we are. I am always hopeful that many of our newer (and even some older
members) will be encouraged to make a visit to Lake Otamangakau to “do battle” with
some very worthwhile adversaries but also to just soak up the scenery and solitude of the
glorious Central Plateau.
Dave Symes
President

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
The Ohinemuri and other Coromandel waters continue to be hard, with high water
temperatures, low water, and heavy fishing pressure. Hopefully this recent rain will freshen
everything up down there.
Further afield the Club Members that have been fishing the Whanganui and its tributaries
have been having a much better time, catching some very memorable fish and a lot of them
have been looking up.
As well as this, Simon and Pawel did an expedition up the Awakino while Barrie went
knocking on doors up a Waipa tributary and has found even more good water to fish.
Get out there and enjoy this gap between lockdowns.
Rotorua
The recent Club Trip to Rotorua taught us three things. 1) There are a lot of fish in the
tributaries. 2) The tributaries are receiving a lot more fishing pressure than past years.
3) Jigging on Lake Rotoiti is a great way to get really good big eating fish.
If you are up a Rotorua tributary try going dry and dropper where you can. Obviously some
spots are always going to be Big Bomb holes, where you have to get deep very quickly,
but for the other pools using the dry fly as an indicator was definitely a method less likely
to spook the fish. For us the most successful flies over the weekend were hot spot Hare and
Copper nypmhs and the trusty old Glo Bug.
From what I have heard since returning, the river mouths are very hit and miss. On fire for
a couple of hours and then several hours of completely dead. Perseverance is the key.
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Cloudless sky, cool mornings, hot days and Big Trout. Russell with his 9pd Lake Rotoiti
Rainbow, a personal best and a very happy man. Photo courtesy of Russell Nelson.
Taupo Region
The Club Trip to Lake Otamangakau is this weekend and hopefully they have as much
success as local guide Graeme Dean who landed a 12pd Rainbow there last week!
The Tongariro is going to be a little bit of a lottery at the moment as Genesis Energy is
doing maintenance work on parts of the hydro scheme down there. This means that water
levels could fluctuate and run 15 – 25 cumecs higher than people are used to. But don’t
despair. All this means is that you approach each pool a little differently and target new
areas as the fish, especially the BIG summer run Browns will move into quieter water to
avoid the higher flows. Just one thing, if you cross onto an island then keep a very close
eye on water levels and if they start to rise then cross back so you don’t get trapped. Also,
the fish are still looking up, so the dry fly is still a real option.
John C. has been down at his Bach again and can report that Lake Taupo is still producing
great condition fish and in good numbers on a very regular basis. He is out early and usually
back at home with the boat tidied away and the fish cleaned by mid to late morning.
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Think the Taupo or Rotorua Trout are the only fatties? This superb Rainbow is one of a
number caught by Stephen on his last visit to the Whakapapa. Photo courtesy of
Stephen Charles.
Saltwater
Johan and Mike were out behind Motuihe a week or so ago and got some great fish on the
fly, with the best being a 56cm Snapper by Johan, a very happy man. Right now is a great
time to get out and give salt water fly a go. The Snapper are in very close, the Kahawai are
marauding the Anchovy schools and the Kingfish are excitedly swooping around looking
for stragglers and injured fish. This will go on through to the end of April, so….
Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.
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LAST CLUB NIGHT
There was a lock down, again, so there was no Meeting.
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 16th MARCH 7.30 PM
This month we will be having a video by Johan Kok on all the fishing mistakes he has
made and how to avoid them. I have seen this video and I can thoroughly recommend it as
well worth watching.
Following the viewing we will be having an open forum where Johan will answer questions
and Club Members can share their own mistakes and how to avoid making them yourself.
It is sure to be an enjoyable night and we look forward to seeing you all there.

WHY WE FISH
It is the constant - or inconstant - change, the infinite variety in fly-fishing that binds us
fast. It is impossible to grow weary of a sport that is never the same on any two days of
the year.
Theodore Gordon

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
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Name
Ron Blair

Les Rose

Graham Carter
Lloyd Altham

John Rust

Barry Schultz

Gary Bolstad

Derek Robinson

Availability
Contact Details
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Has a small 2 person boat.
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Anytime. Keen to give it a crack.
021 648 991
joan10@live.com
09 415 4919
Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp
09 4159692
merc used mostly for SW fishing.
e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz
Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that
provides transport, accommodation
& meals etc. whilst camped riverside
or beach front, plus is currently
being fitted out to carry a three person
inflatable with a 4 hp motor.
Prefer weekdays or multi day trips
away in the motorhome.
Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even
Mobile 022 379 3070
Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &
gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.
Retired available most times keen to do
Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things.
Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com
.

CLUB TROPHIES
Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
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Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.
Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year due to Covid lock down. Current holder
is Lucas Bathurst.
I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is
Russell Nelson.
Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole.
The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Current holder is Meinrad Roehrs.

The Club Trip to Ngongotaha again. This time a fat 5pd beautiful Brown from the ‘Tanty’
pool.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
There is no more graceful and healthful accomplishment for a lady than fly-fishing, and
there is no reason why a lady should not in every respect, rival a gentleman in the gentle
art.
W.C. Prime, 1888
“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s
name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter.

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz

FLY TYING INSTRUCTION
This is on a postponement at present as our instructor Johan is expecting a baby very soon
and can’t commit to being able to do the online instruction.
Stay tuned for more details on how this will progress over the summer.
If you would like to see the videos of the Flies that have been tied just go to
http://www.nsff.org.nz/ .

9

CLUB TRIPS 2021
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes FEBRUARY 2022
March – Lake Otamangakau MARCH 11th 12th 13th 2021
April – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip – 16th 17th 18th April 2021
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 27th 28th 29th 2021
July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2021
November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2021
December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2021
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

MARCH CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU
I am proposing the weekend of 12th, 13th, and 14th Match (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
with some of us arriving on Thursday the 11th .
While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished
from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge,
offers a big range of casting positions.
Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can
go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly!
The last 3 March Trips have seen some fantastic fishing, and by March the fish are in great
condition. Big, fat and powerful!
Costs will be $50 per person per night. The Accommodation is your own little room with
2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other for your gear. There are shared cooking facilities.
I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, please
let me know ASAP.
Dave Symes - Ph: 09 486-6257 - Email:

dssymes@xtra.co.nz

10

This is what you can expect on the Big O. A very happy Simon. Photo courtesy
of Simon Hoole.
WHANGANUI RIVER COMPETITION - CLUB TRIP
This is going to be held on the weekend of 16th-18th/ April and accommodation will be
at Blazing Paddles Taumaranui at a cost of $35 per night.
If you are keen for a spot of Car Pooling just contact Simon.
It is a competition, but it is always set up for a great time fishing and is recommended for
any club members regardless of experience.
We've will be staying with access to a beautiful piece if the river - normally hard to
access, so apart from the competition there will be plenty of great water to fish and enjoy
yourself.
So if you are interested at all just let Simon know on:
Simon Hoole – Mob: 021 037 6047 - Email: hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz
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Fish like this await you on the mighty Whanganui. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.

TUITION TRIP FOR NOVICE ANGLERS
SOUGHT

-

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

This is almost finalized and we will be letting all those that are keen know as soon as
possible.

REPORT ON CLUB TRIP TO ROTORUA - NGONGOTAHA
A ‘Tale of Two Lock Downs’, or possibly ‘The Great Escape’, either would be good titles
for this report. The Club Trip to Rotorua / Ngongotaha took place the weekend of the 20th
21st of February, right between the two lock downs.
And what a weekend. It was quite possibly the nicest weather we have ever had with
constant sunshine, temperatures up to 30 degrees during the day and down to a cool 8
degrees overnight. The river had a good population of fish with a number of pools holding
up to 20 fish a piece, but it also had a good population of anglers as well with some very
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heavy fishing pressure on some areas. Unfortunately this made for some hard fishing at
times with many of the Trout being forced into the pools that were much more difficult to
cast to and therefore received a lot less pressure.
It really was a case of ‘right pool at the right time’. John D, John C. and I fished together
on the Thursday and towards the end of the day we stumbled upon a difficult to access pool
that required pinpoint casting to avoid snags and trees. We hooked the trees a lot! But we
also hooked into at least 15 Trout from that one pool. Very satisfying, especially as the 5
pools below this one had either been fishless, overgrown, or occupied. Perseverance
combined with a fair dollop of luck got the result.
The one person who managed to avoid all the heavy angling pressure was Russell. He had
brought his boat down and was out jigging on Lake Rotoiti and catching some fantastic
Trout with his best being a 9pd Rainbow. All the fish were in superb condition and great
eating fish.
Overall another very enjoyable Trip that as always is made so good by the people on it.
Thank you to everyone, you really do make this Trip special.

Andrew and Allen at the ‘Tanty’ Pool. Allen is deep in concentration on his drift and I
think it was not long after this photo that he hooked up.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
The king wanted to go fishing, and he asked the royal weather forecaster the forecast for
the next few hours. The palace meteorologist assured him that there was no chance of
rain so the king and the queen went fishing.
On the way he met a man with a fishing pole riding on a donkey, and he asked the man if
the fish were biting.
The fisherman said, “Your Majesty, you should return to the palace!” In just a short time
I expect a huge rain storm."
The king replied: "I hold the palace meteorologist in high regard. He is an educated and
experienced professional. Besides, I pay him very high wages. He gave me a very
different forecast. I trust him."
So the king continued on his way. However, in a short time a torrential rain fell from the
sky. The King and Queen were totally soaked.
Furious, the king returned to the palace and gave the order to fire the meteorologist. Then
he summoned the fisherman and offered him the prestigious position of royal forecaster.
The fisherman said, “Your Majesty, I do not know anything about forecasting. I obtain
my information from my donkey. If I see my donkey's ears drooping, it means with
certainty that it will rain."
So the king hired the donkey. And thus began the practice of hiring dumb asses to work
in influential positions of government. The practice is unbroken to this date.

AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE FEBRUARY
Help Us With The Sterile Fish Project At The Arapuni Fishing Contest!
The 27th annual Lake Arapuni Fishing Competition will be held at Bulmer’s landing
starting at 6 am Saturday the 20th of March with the prize draw at 2:30 pm on Sunday 21st.
Although there are some great prizes to be won at the contest the real gold is the data the
Te Awamutu Fish & Game Association collect.
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With over 20 years of fish health data from the same location Fish & Game staff have been
able to see the impact of changing water quality on Waikato River trout with cleaner water
producing bigger fish.
Fish & Game’s first release of sterile
rainbow trout nationally was in Lake
Arapuni last October and those fish are
now being caught by anglers.
Although the fish will be small the data
is still very valuable in terms of
monitoring the success of sterile trout in
the lake.
Fish & Game are asking all anglers to
report the tag number and length of any
tagged fish even if the fish is released.
To help motivate anglers to report tagged
fish there will be a $100 Hamills Te
Awamutu voucher drawn at the Arapuni
Fishing Contest with one entry given for
every tag number reported.
Above Right: Paula Munro with her 2020
winning rainbow.
Drift Dives Reveal Ideal Fishing Conditions In Waikato Streams
Staff have reported ideal fishing
conditions in the Mangatutu, Waihou and
Whakapapa Rivers.
The summer drift dives have just been
completed and fishing conditions could
not be better with some sections of the
Mangatutu overwhelmed by the sound of
cicada and some impressive mayfly
hatches on the Whakapapa.
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Overall, the rivers are in good shape with low water
conditions perfect for sight fishing.
Please be cautious of fish health as our streams heat
up.
Water temperatures above 19°C can be deadly for
trout even if released carefully.
Tight Lines
Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game
Officer.

EASTERN FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE – FEBRUARY
As I write this welcome rain is falling in the region, refreshing and rejuvenating rivers and
streams and reducing the surface temperatures on our lakes a little.
Summer isn’t over by any means, but the cooling rain after such a long dry spell will work
wonders to keep rivers clear of filamentous algae and the temperatures at a tolerable level
for trout.
Lake Rotorua’s temperature peaked at 24.5 degrees on January 15th this year but has
dropped since and sits mostly between 21 and 23 degrees C – still excessively warm for
sensitive trout.
As I said, there’s still plenty of summer ahead of us, so expect the good fishing to continue
for some time.
Stream mouth fishing has been good but inconsistent and hard to predict with rain and wind
followed by hot calm days all adding to the confusion.
Anglers have reported some impressive catches and equally impressive size brown trout
with the fishing being red hot one day and almost dead the next!
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The big browns Lake Rotorua has become known for haven’t disappointed thus far this
summer.
The image shown is local guide
Dion James of Rotorua Sightfish Adventures with one of
many spectacular summer
browns he’s caught and an
example of what you can find
locally if you work hard and put
in the hours.
We released over a dozen
oversized rainbows into Lake
Rotorua on the 17th of February
and were delighted to hear
several were caught that very
afternoon.
Several of the fish released
were over 10lb so we hope they make someone's day!
We recently attended a local community fishing competition weigh-in which takes place
on Lake Rotorua.
It’s a condition factor competition – so fat is good!
Several of the winning fish scored over 60 points on the CF scale.
If interested you can locate the condition factor formula on the Fish And Game Website.
Lake Waikaremoana Has Fished Well Thus Far This Summer.
Shallow trolling has resulted in some fantastic condition fish and fly fishing from the
shoreline with dry flies and nymphs for the first few hours of the morning has been
productive also.
Waikaremoana’s thermocline is sitting deep at around 25m, so jigging is the only allowable
method that can target that sort of depth – metal lines and downriggers are not permitted
on Waikaremoana.
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Fortunately, the water above the thermocline is still cool enough for trout so there’s no
need to get overly deep.
The preferred line for trolling Waikaremoana is LED, (a non-metallic, fly-line-like)
Access track spraying is all the go in the Kaingaroa forest at this time of year when the
blackberry and gorse are growing at a break-neck pace.
As a reminder, you can still access the Rangataiki River off Ngahuinga Road and off River
Road, SH5 (Taupo-Napier highway) year-round (unless felling is occurring at that
location).
Datawatch tagged trout can now be entered online.
Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 free whole season fishing licences.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
Eastern Region Fishing Diaries – All lakes and streams
Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region.
Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from Kilwell:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
Tight Lines
Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game Officer.

KOI CARP FOUND IN KAI IWI LAKES
Northland Fish And Game
Public help wanted to find suspected Lake Taharoa koi.
Authorities are appealing for sightings of a koi carp – an unwanted freshwater pest fish –
after a young kayaker reportedly saw one while out on Lake Taharoa, the largest of
Northland’s environmentally precious Kai Iwi Lakes group.
Quick thinking by the 10-year-old boy’s parents – who immediately reported the sighting
to the Department of Conservation (DOC) – may have given officials their best chance to
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capture the fish and determine its sex and reproductive status, a key concern as a fertile
female could be disastrous for the deep 197-hectare dune lake.
Northland Regional Council (NRC) Chair Penny Smart says based on the 10-year-old’s
description of the mystery freshwater fish – and its behaviour – it appeared it could indeed
be a koi.
A multi-agency team responding to the incident was taking the matter very seriously and
was grateful to the boy and his family for their prompt action in reporting the incident.
(Team members include representatives from Te Roroa, DOC, Northland Fish & Game,
the NRC, its Kaipara District counterpart and the Taharoa Domain Governance
Committee.)
Koi are already known to be in at least three of Northland’s major river systems and in
many farm dams but would be disastrous in the ecological and culturally important jewel
that was Lake Taharoa, the largest of the three Kai Iwi Lakes, north of Dargaville.
“Koi can cause devastating environmental damage and are very difficult to get rid of once
they are established, with a mature female able to produce more than 300,000 eggs in a
single spawning season.”
Curtis Harris, Biosecurity Incursion Management Officer for the NRC, says drones,
environmental DNA detection, and purpose-designed koi nets are among tools responders
plan to use in what is likely to be a time-consuming and expensive hunt to locate the
mystery fish.
Koi are an ornamental strain of common carp and vary greatly in colour, often including
blotches of black, red, orange, gold or white. They can grow up to approximately 70
centimetres long and have whisker-like feelers at the corners of their mouth.
At this stage how the fish came to be in the 197-hectare Taharoa – at 37 metres the deepest
dune lake in Northland – is not clear; possibilities include an accidental transfer of pest fish
eggs or fry via a boat trailer or equipment or a deliberate illegal release.
Assuming the mystery fish is a koi, Mr Harris says officials are pinning their hopes on it
either being a solitary male or an infertile female so there’s no risk of its breeding.
“We’re very keen to catch the fish to determine its gender and reproductive status and urge
people to contact us immediately on (0800) 002 004 if they’ve seen koi in Lake Taharoa
or have any information related to this sighting.” He says photographs or video footage of
any sightings would be even more helpful.
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Lake Taharoa is home to rare native plants and freshwater fish, as well as being culturally
significant for Māori and a treasured holiday spot for generations of campers. (The domain
and popular camping ground are managed by KDC on behalf of the domain committee.)
Northland’s dune lakes are one of the few remaining habitats for rare freshwater fish, such
as the dune lake galaxias and dwarf inanga, rare birds, eels, freshwater kewai (crayfish),
and rare submerged aquatic plants.
Lake Taharoa in particular is hugely significant to local iwi and hapū for its historical
values and as a mahinga kai (food-gathering place).
Mr Harris says koi are a problem because essentially, they feed like a ‘living vacuum
cleaner’, sucking up everything from plants and organic matter to fish eggs and small fish.
“They blow out what they don’t want and this constantly stirs up the bottom of a waterway,
muddying the water and reducing light levels.”
“This in turn negatively affects plant life, native fish and invertebrates, and creates
unpleasant swimming conditions and bluntly, would be an absolute disaster in Taharoa,
where submerged vegetation currently grows as deep as 24 metres in its clear water.”
Globally, koi have become a pest fish on every continent except Antarctica and are legally
classed as an unwanted organism and a noxious species in this country.
They’re thought to have been accidentally imported into New Zealand in the 1960s as part
of a goldfish consignment and were later illegally released on a larger scale.
Mr Harris says under the Biosecurity Act 1993 it’s illegal to breed, transport or spread koi
carp anywhere in New Zealand and people caught doing so could be liable for fines of up
to $100,000 and/or up-to five years’ jail.
Both Chair Smart and Mr Harris said the koi sighting illustrates just how important it is to
ensure all equipment is checked, cleaned and dried before taking any craft and equipment
into the Taharoa Domain, or any of Northland’s many other lakes.
“Similarly, it is not okay to dump any type of fish in our waterways, as they will often
negatively disrupt the native ecosystem.”
“Releasing koi carp could cause irreversible damage and we don’t want to end up in a
position where something precious is irreparably lost,” says Chair Smart.
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The illegal release of koi into the Waikato River in the 1980s had had extremely damaging
consequences.
The population of koi had subsequently exploded to the point where they alone reportedly
now account for 80 percent of the total biomass in the lower Waikato River catchment.
Anyone in Northland who wants to report a koi sighting or any other pest fish is asked to
contact the regional council’s biosecurity team on (0800) 002 004.
Further information on pest fish can be found online at www.nrc.govt.nz/pestcontrolhub

Pawel examining the river and fully loaded for a prospecting expedition up the Awakino.
Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.
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TROUT FARMING BAN CONTINUATION WELCOMED
Media Release – Fish And Game NZ
The Government's decision to reject commercial trout farming is a responsible move and
will come as welcome news to the 150,000 freshwater anglers throughout the country, says
Fish & Game New Zealand.
A recently released Government response to the Primary Production Committee has
declined to review the legislation that prohibits trout farming, citing that there is no analysis
on the benefits of farming trout or what risks it presents to the wild fishery.
New Zealand Fish and Game Council Chair Ray Grubb says he is encouraged that the
Government has given serious consideration to the adverse impact on the recreational
fishery that trout farming poses.
"Trout fishing is a highly valued recreation for so many New Zealanders, with family
traditions stretching back generations, and is also of significant economic value to the
country. New Zealand is widely recognised as the premier trout fishing destination in the
world, something the country can genuinely be proud of," Mr. Grubb says.
"During Covid restrictions and in the absence of international anglers, we've seen a
significant increase in Kiwis buying angling licences and travelling around their own
country fishing for trout.
They contribute millions to the regions when accommodation and service providers are
struggling and desperately need the income.
"It makes no sense putting at risk the recreational fishery, and all it contributes to the
economy and people's wellbeing, as well as our international image, for questionable gains
from commercial speculators."
Fish & Game is funded solely from the sale of licences to recreational anglers and hunters;
it is the lead organisation fighting for water quality, clean rivers and lakes, and wetland
habitat to the benefit of all New Zealanders, and both native and valued introduced species.
Mr. Grubb says the move to reject trout farming is a responsible decision by the
Government.
Commercialisation would be inconsistent with the good work currently being undertaken
on freshwater management and policy.
"Trout are an iconic clean water species and a healthy wild population in New Zealand is
an ideal and important fit with our international brand."
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Internationally, commercial trout and salmon farming has had disastrous impacts on wild
populations, introducing disease and causing majority environmental degradation as well
as contributing to poaching for the black market.
Currently, wild trout and salmon cannot be bought or sold in New Zealand and it remains
illegal to farm trout.
KIYOSHI NAKAGAWA'S RESEARCH ON THE SINK RATES OF NYMPHS TESTING THE THEORIES
By Rene Vaz – From The www.manictackleproject.com Website
(Ed note: This is an old article, but still a very relevant one, and it mentions Yoshi as part
owner of Rod and Reel. He has since sold that business and works for Hunting and Fishing
North Shore but still runs his guiding business. In fact he and a couple of Club Members,
Matt and Daniel, dropped in to say hello to us all during the Club Trip to Paradise Valley
Lodge on the Ngongotaha Stream.)
The obsession we refer to as fly fishing is different for so many people; for Kiyoshi
Nakagawa that obsession couldn’t be any more extreme. Kiyoshi or Yoshi as he is known
to friends is in the enviable position of having been able to turn his passion for fly fishing
into a career. Not only is Yoshi a part owner of Auckland's new fly fishing retail store Rod
and Reel but he also operates a successful guiding operation focusing primarily on Japanese
clients and training up and coming competition anglers. What’s more, Yoshi has also made
time to further his angling knowledge in a number of scientific studies focused on
generating some concrete data towards some general day to day perceptions we all have as
anglers. These projects, conducted along with Professors at the Japanese Kanazawa
Institute of Technology, are of particular interest to all of us as anglers.
An avid fly fisher from the age of 15 Yoshi had read about fly fishing in New Zealand and
at the age of 23 took the opportunity to move to New Zealand along with the 2003 Japanese
America’s Cup Squad as a strategic researcher. During these early days in New Zealand
Yoshi spent all of his spare time fishing around the North Island and in 2004, began
competition fishing and working for then tackle retailer Tisdalls in Auckland’s CBD.
Yoshi’s competition fishing took him to the world championships in Slovakia in late 2004
representing the Japanese team and since this time Yoshi has had a number of placings for
both the New Zealand and Japanese teams. One of the highlights of his career was in 2008
when he represented his home country Japan on his new home waters around New Zealand
where he finished a very respectable 18th in the world.
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Yoshi has always shown a strong commitment to teaching up and coming fly fishers,
whether at a truly elementary level, or for those wishing to further their skills. As a result
of his passion for teaching, in 2005 Yoshi and Peter Scott (his colleague from Tisdalls)
started their own fly fishing academy. These activities have been continued over the past
number of years and have continued into a new retail store concept, Rod and Reel, which
was opened for trading in October 2007 by Yoshi and Peter, along with new business
partner Paul Dewar who’s had previous experience managing the New Zealand fly fishing
team. One of the primary drivers of the Rod and Reel shop has been Yoshi’s ongoing
energy and passion towards conducting fly tying and fishing lessons throughout the year
from their Newmarket premises which has a purpose built teaching area onsite.
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With a background in mechanical engineering from Kanazawa Technical College and
further post graduate studies from the landing School of Boat Building and Design in the
United States. Yoshi had always found that many of the concepts and beliefs he had been
taught as a fly fisher were based primarily on assumption, versus the researched facts he
had been brought up in during his academic training. As a result Yoshi, along with the
assistance of his original professors have begun to conduct a number of physical
experiments on the performance of fly design on sink rates in varying environmental
conditions. Yoshi’s current research project focuses around the sink rates of trout flies tied
from different materials. Of particular interest are his findings on the vastly different sink
rates of tungsten versus brass bead nymphs.
The table below shows that the two flies tied with tungsten beads sink at over three times
the speed of flies tied with brass beads.

Furthermore the graph shows that there is little difference between the two flies of 0.6 or
0.8 grams in either tungsten or lead. And in fact, the major differences that occur are only
due to the density of materials versus the overall weight. Interestingly enough this becomes
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a critical piece of information for anglers wanting to tie fast sinking nymphs whereby
traditionally anglers have fished larger and heavier flies in order to get to the bottom
quickly. This research however shows that small high density flies will in fact sink faster
than larger and heavier patterns. As we can see above, the 0.6gram Tungsten nymphs sink
more than twice as fast as the 0.8gram brass nymphs.
What is also interesting to note in the graph is the acceleration that a fly goes through in
reaching maximum sink speed. Yoshi states that one important skill he has learnt from his
shortline nymphing is to drive the nymphs into the water, that way the flies reach their
maximum sink rate quicker, and consequently get down faster. If the flies are feathered
down to the water they spend too long reaching their maximum sink rate.
Yoshi states that as a result of this research he has started to rethink his fly collection.
Especially as over recent years where he has tended towards using shortline nymphing
techniques. What has been critical in creating an effective fly collection is a range of
patterns of differing weights and densities. Many of the successful patterns designed by the
French, Czech and Slovakian anglers are tied with much slimmer profiles than the more
traditional New Zealand patterns leading to faster sink rates effectiveness in fast and deep
rivers.
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What is vitally important in fly selection is getting an understanding of what your fly is
actually doing. Yoshi’s advice to anglers is to cast your flies into clear water in front of
you and watch how fast they sink. Being able to visualize the flies sinking and having an
idea of how deep you are fishing will give you a better concept of the sink rate and drift.
It’s not always critical to have your flies on the bottom, however it is critical to understand
what they are doing so you can either repeat your success or adjust your approach. It is too
easy as an angler to assume that you are fishing correctly when in fact you have no idea.
Of interest to many has been comparisons between different qualities of tungsten beads on
the market, as all tungsten beads are made with a percentage of steel to give them strength.
Sink rates are greatly altered by the amount of steel used within the bead and often lower
priced or discount beads on the market look attractive and in fact they may still be heavier
than brass beads. As Yoshi points out, it is important to understand exactly what you are
buying as there is often a sacrifice for paying a cheaper price and when you are looking for
the ultimate sink rates, the premium product certainly makes a difference.
With so many channels for his fly fishing
obsession it will be interesting to follow
Yoshi’s progress in all of his endeavours
over the next few years. At the time of
writing we have just heard that Yoshi has
taken the gold medal at the recent Oceania
Fly Fishing Championships held here in
New Zealand, winning with a perfect score
of five wins out of five sessions. Not
stopping there, Yoshi mentions that he’d still
like to win a New Zealand national
competition sometime soon which despite
five consecutive top ten placings, has eluded
him thus far, and there is always the world
champs, who knows? With a clearly
different view point to so many anglers and
an eagerness to understand the truth behind
the assumptions that we all make as anglers
it’s clear that all things are possible for
Kiyoshi Nakagawa. Let’s hope that if he
does take a world championship gold
someday he will be wearing a Kiwi cap.
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MPI OPPOSED NITROGEN BOTTOM LINE OVER ECONOMIC CONCERNS
Anusha Bradley – RNZ 1/03/2021 – www.rnz.co.nz
The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) opposed introducing a tough bottom line for
nitrogen levels in rivers over concerns the economic impact would outweigh the
environmental benefit, documents show.

Emails show MPI staff wanted the economic cost of introducing a bottom line pushed more
prominently in a Cabinet paper about nitrogen level options put to ministers in May 2020.
Photo: RNZ / Rebekah Parsons-King
MPI repeatedly clashed with the Ministry for the Environment (MfE), even though
scientific experts said a Dissolved Organic Nitrogen (DIN) level of 1 mg/L was the best
way to protect rivers.
Emails obtained under the Official Information Act show MPI staff wanted the economic
cost of introducing a bottom line pushed more prominently in a cabinet paper about
nitrogen level options put to ministers in May 2020.
It's the first time MPI's influence on the issue has been revealed.
The government eventually abandoned the idea of a DIN bottom line because its panel of
experts were divided on the issue and instead adopted stronger nitrogen toxicity targets
favoured by farmers.
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The emails show MPI and Ministry for the Environment staff discussing what evidence
should be presented in the Cabinet paper.
Despite scientific experts supporting a nitrogen bottom line, MPI officials were
unconvinced.
"There is some concern that the likely negative socio-economic impact of a DIN bottom
line set at 1.0mg/L could outweigh the environmental benefits," it wrote in a document
about how Horowhenua and Kapiti's vegetable growing sector would be hit by such a rule.
MPI modelling also showed the stronger nitrogen toxicity targets if applied to Lake
Horowhenua and Pukekohe, which are key vegetable growing areas, could only be met if
there was "extensive land use change" out of vegetable production.
Vegetable prices would rise, people would have less access to fresh produce and their
health could suffer, MPI warned in its analysis.
It proposed Lake Horowhenua and Pukekohe should be exempt from the nitrogen toxicity
targets, which the government agreed to.
Before that decision was taken and the DIN bottom line was still being considered, an MPI
staffer wrote to Environment Ministry counterparts that not enough emphasis was being
given to the economic impacts if it were adopted.
"I am still very concerned we have not yet landed the impacts section in particular. Happy
to discuss further with you ... and land this asap."
MPI wanted to highlight DairyNZ's modelling in the Cabinet paper, which emphasised the
impact of a nitrogen bottom line on farmers, but an Environment Ministry staffer was
unimpressed.
She responded: "I personally wouldn't single out DairyNZ's modelling as I think other
submitters included useful modelling also."
Dairy NZ wanted the nitrogen bottom line idea abandoned in favour of a higher nitrogen
toxicity level for rivers - which the government eventually did.
Another MPI staffer later wrote asking for "more discussion around the economic impact
modelling".
Just before the Cabinet paper was finalised, an MPI policy analyst wrote to an Environment
Ministry colleague about suggested changes.
They were "important as they even the tone and ensure Minister O'Connor's voice is
throughout."
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Damien O'Connor, a former farmer, is the Minister of Agriculture.
Forest and Bird spokesperson Tom Kay said the emails were disappointing and showed
why more weight was given to MPI's advice in the cabinet paper over other experts.

Tom Kay of Forest and Bird spokesperson. Photo: Supplied / Amy Atkins
"The correspondence clearly shows that the Freshwater Leaders' Group, Kaahui Wai
Māori, the Science and Technical Advisory Group, Ministry for the Environment, and even
the Regional Sector Group all recommended a nitrate bottom line.
"But MPI opposed it and that advice mattered most."
He was concerned the environmental bottom line was not the priority.
"It clearly shows that one ministry's advice is being prioritised over the advice of others,
which arguably have more expertise on this subject," Kay said.

MPI responds
In a statement, MPI said its job was to provide advice on how policy affects the primary
sector.
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"MPI together with MfE gave the government advice about the trade-offs in the proposed
Essential Freshwater package, including information to allow the government to weigh up
the economic impacts alongside the environmental benefits."
"It's wrong to say that DairyNZ's submission was highlighted over other analysis by MPI.
Rather, it was noted as a document (which is publicly available) within a large set of
information considered, to ensure wide views were considered to support decision-making,
including understanding impacts on farmers and communities," MPI deputy directorgeneral of policy and trade Julie Collins said.
DairyNZ said it opposed a nitrogen bottom line because it disagreed with the science.
"We felt the evidence base for the DIN metric was not rigorous," DairyNZ strategy and
investment leader for responsible dairy David Burger said.
"DairyNZ proposed an alternative nitrate toxicity measure to achieve the environmental
outcomes with less economic and social disruption."
Its modelling forecast GDP would fall by $6 million annually and exports would decline
5.2 percent by 2050, with Southland, Taranaki, Marlborough and West Coast most
affected.
'No disagreement'

Freshwater ecologist Mike Joy. Photo: Supplied
The government's decision to drop the DIN bottom line idea surprised many.
Victoria University freshwater ecologist Mike Joy, who was on the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Group, said it was a misnomer the group couldn't agree on it.
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"There wasn't disagreement on the day, in the room. The disagreement happened
afterwards ... when the scientists went back to their organisations, and the disagrees pretty
much came from one organisation."
However, even then only five of the 19 experts disagreed with the idea of introducing a
bottom line. They were three NIWA scientists, a University of Waikato water ecology
professor and a Horizons Regional Council water scientist.
Environment Minister David Parker originally said the nitrogen bottom line would be
reviewed in 12 months' time, but in a U-turn now says the review would not be necessary
as the industry needed "stability".
Joy said MPI employed many staff from the agriculture sector so they had a natural bias
towards the industry when it came to providing advice to the government.

HUGH CREASY'S COLUMN
In the heat of the day, the road surface glistens black with
melting tar, and the roadside broom crackles with ripening
seed pods bursting and brittle.
Dust rises above them in the still air, and the scent of oily
foliage hangs heavy.
The track to the river is dry – even the roadside drainage ditches are parched.
But a short walk in the shade of the willows takes us through a field of Himalayan balsam,
seed heads ready to explode at the slightest touch and near desiccation.
Summer storms have given way to sunshine, still days and balmy nights.

Cicada
Tree trunks are lined with the shells of
hatched cicadas and the adults keep up a
rising chorus as the day grows hotter.
In the short grass of a paddock grazed by
sheep, grasshoppers leap at every footfall.
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A bouldery track leads to the water at the tail of a run.
The only clear water is at the downstream side of large boulders that in spring were the
best of holding waters for larger fish.
In mid-summer, the reach is green with algae.
In the shallows fluffy brown growth coats the stones.
It is going to be a slippery trial in wading and casting.
To fish a wet fly would be impossible.
Every cast would gather weed on the retrieve, and nymphing would require pin-point
accuracy in casting if you were to avoid the same fate.
A dry fly, though, would, in theory, bob along the surface, minimising risk.
I have found that the Western fly patterns from the United States have far more in common
with New Zealand fauna than fly patterns from Europe.
Our rivers are similar in nature being fast flowing from mountainous regions and having
fairly short journeys to the sea.
The slow-moving trout streams of the United Kingdom and the fishing methods over still
water have only occasional relevance to our topography.
Grasshopper imitations are rarely used here but fished at pool edges where hoppers are
disturbed by wind or passing stock they can pull a fish from the deep.
They can be fiddly flies to tie especially if you go to the trouble of knotting herl to imitate
legs and trimming deer hair bodies,
the thought of losing such careful creations can be daunting, but have the courage and cast
the little precious, it might just pay off.
Then, there’s the Humpy, an all-purpose deer hair fly that imitates most terrestrial creatures
when tied in various sizes.
From blowflies to bumblebees, the Humpy can copy them all – it just takes some minor
alteration in colour and weight.
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Tie on a wing and it’s a cicada. Though it floats, it is quite weighty and makes a hearty
splash when it hits the water.
The splash will either frighten a fish or attract one. In the deep south, the nights get chilly
in late summer, and cicadas grow dozy as the night wears on.
In the early hours, they drop off the willows and become trout tucker.
By sunrise, trout have become used to their splashes and go on the hunt whenever they hear
one.
By mid-morning the natural fall is over and trout are once more suspicious.
Near still water, there may be a hatch of large dragonflies.
They flap around like miniature helicopters, and when the females lay their eggs through
the surface tension of the water, they become vulnerable to the snapping jaws of a rising
fish.
On a windy day, a Muddler Minnow with a deer hair hackle fished with the rod held high
will dot the surface from wavelet to wavelet -- a pretty good imitation of the real thing.
This is where a lightweight rod comes in handy.
A stiff tailwind will keep the line in the air, and by lowering and raising the rod tip you can
copy the action of a dipping dragonfly quite successfully.
It’s great fun when a shadow from the deep rises and snatches a fly, sometimes when it’s
well out of the water.
These are all the possibilities when I reach the river.
But it’s weedy appearance is not in any way encouraging.
It seems lifeless. No insects are rising and no breeze ruffles the surface.
There is a line of current through the water free of weed.
It’s only a metre or so wide at its widest point and runs for 50 metres or so before it reaches
the tail of the pool.
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To cast a fly along its length would require wading across slime-encrusted stones.
There is a gravelly track to a good casting position near the tail of the pool.
Gravel is much easier to negotiate than slimy boulders and stones.
But if I caught a fish there would be a hard exit to the shore.
Oh, well, the sun is going down and the fish must come out
to feed at some stage, so I will tie on a brown beetle and wait
for twilight.
It’s going to be awkward work, but if I have planned things
right it just might be successful.

EDITORS NOTE
I know I say this a lot, but why not go on a Club Trip. They can be immense fun, great
learning experiences and you get to spend time off the water with people just as addicted
to this fly fishing game as you are.
In the next 5 months we have 4 Club Trips planned, the Big O, the Whanganui, the winter
Rotorua / Ngongotaha, and the Turangi Trips.
Get out there and give one a crack.
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FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257
Secretary - Mike Martindale 489 1082
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925 006
Magazine - Duncan Frew
021 648 956
Committee - Simon Hoole 021 037 6047
Members
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692
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North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated

37

