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PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

April already and temperatures have started to drop noticeably. At least with daylight 

saving coming to a close, we (most of us) don’t have to get up in the dark! Looking back 

over my records, May was often the month when the first local frosts used to show up and 

with the chill transferred into the water, catches of trout often improved. It was on such a 

May morning back in the 80’s that I caught a beautiful 6lb rainbow in Lake Otatoa at South 

Head. 
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Continuing with the “local water” theme, the annual trout release into Lake Pupuke, is 

scheduled for Tuesday 16th April. The Fish & Game tanker truck will arrive at the lake via 

the Sylvan Park Avenue entrance, close to midday, so I encourage members and their 

families, to come and watch. Adam Daniel, the Fish & Game Manager (Fisheries) will have 

numerous raffle prizes and giveaways for children and also set-up rods for children to 

“have a go” at catching a fish. 

 

While our club has traditionally run our annual Pupuke competition on the following 

weekend, recent results suggest that a longer delay after the release would probably make 

more sense. In that regard, we will plan a competition later in May when the new releases 

have had a chance to get acclimatised following the trip from Rotorua and the surface water 

has cooled off a bit. 

 

Turning to less “fishy” but equally important matters, the club meeting on May 21st, is our 

Annual General Meeting. A number of the committee members have been part of the 

“executive” for many years and it is only fair and timely to bring the matter of succession 

to the fore. Most of the committee, including the “longer servers”, will remain for one more 

year but an “injection” of new ideas and energy from the wider membership, will help to 

sustain and strengthen the club into the future. I am therefore asking you all to give some 

serious consideration to committee involvement. 

I will canvas the level of interest at the AGM and look forward to a positive response. 

 

You will have noticed quite major building work being carried out at the Milford Cruising 

Clubrooms which will almost certainly have some impact on our continued use as a venue 

for our meetings. I am currently talking to the management of the club about those changes 

and I will report back in due course. In the meantime, wet a line as often as you can and 

enjoy the sound of a “screaming reel”. 

 

Dave Symes - President. 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

Barrie and two buddies headed up to Kai Iwi Lakes for a day trip on Saturday. Two of them 

landed two fish each and the other blanked. But what a beautiful place to blank. Kai Iwi 

really is a stunning spot and at this point they are continuing with the annual stocking. 

 

As Dave said above the annual Fish and Game stocking of Trout into Lake Pupuke takes 

place next Tuesday. If you want to catch fish then head there over the winter and fish the 

edges.  
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No report from the Waikato or Coromandel areas but if the drive back from Rotorua on 

Thursday night is any example then there are still some major insect hatches underway. 

The front of the car was covered in dead insects from the drive. At this time of year I like 

to follow Dave McLellan’s advice and ‘go grey’ by fishing a size 14 to 16 Blue Dun dry 

fly. If you prefer to nymph then Pheasant Tail nymph variants is the go. 

 

 
Mike Hulme Moire with another fat back country Rainbow. This was from earlier in the 

year and Dry Fly fishing is almost done for the summer season but there are still some 

very nice fish ‘looking up’. Photo courtesy of Stephen Charles. 

 

Rotorua  

A Trip last week found the Ngongotaha still running at close to summertime low flow 

levels and all but clear. The 40mm of rain in the weekend before our visit had definitely 

helped improve the fishing from experiences only two weeks prior. The good news is that 

every pool had fish in it, ranging from just a couple up to a dozen or more. It took a while 

but eventually we found the recipe and landed 20 between the 3 of us. Flies of the day were 

small Glo Bugs early on followed by green mayfly nymphs as the day warmed up. We 

found the fishing pressure light but interesting Kerry was back down there on Saturday and 

counted 6 cars in the lower car park on Paradise Valley Rd. It sounds like there had been a 

run. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

This cold snap we are having has no doubt contributed to switching good numbers of Trout 

into spawning mode, so a visit to one of the many fish release sites in the Rotorua region 

and or any of the stream mouths is sure to start becoming productive. 

 

Just a reminder, the Club Trip to Rotorua is on the first weekend of May and there are spots 

still available. See the notice in Club Trips and if it appeals to you let us know. 

 

Taupo Region 

Three Club Member reports from the weekend before last. John C. was out each morning 

in his boat doing a bit of ‘harvesting’ and had 8-9 fish in the net before coming back for a 

late breakfast. The fish were in good condition and all taken trolling off Motuoapa.  

 

Russell from Fish City was out in his boat giving the jigging a good crack. Russell was 

fishing in the Taupo Competition and so fished all sorts of water, from relatively shallow 

to over 60m deep, with all of it being in the Kinloch area to the edge of the Western Bays 

He was successful on each outing, boating over 20 fish on his best day. For him the fish 

were a mix of good condition and recovering.    

 

Chai was down in Turangi last weekend and fly fishing from his Kayak. He found it much 

harder but still managed to land a couple of lovely fat Rainbows.  

 

Overall the flies that were working best were smelt patterns. 

 

 
Chai’s fat Rainbow. I bet the flesh inside would have been a lovely Orange colour. Photo 

courtesy of A.S. Chai. 

 

Fishy Tales  

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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Fishing the Kaipara.  

 

 

2018/19  SUBS ARE NOW WAY OVERDUE  
 

2018/19 subscriptions are now due. If you would like to continue your NSFF Club 

membership please make your payment to the Club ASAP. The following payment options 

are available:  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name or membership 

number as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing 

address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

 payment in person to John Cuthbertson (Club Treasurer) at one of the next two 

Club nights.  
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You must be a paid up member of the Club to go on Club sponsored trips or participate in 

tuition activities. Please pay promptly to avoid disappointment.  

 

The 2018/19 subscriptions are as follows: Adult membership $60, Junior (under 18 years) 

$30, and Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children) $90. 

 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Due to a double booking by the manager of the Milford Cruising Club we had no Club 

Meeting last month. To say this was frustrating is a major understatement. Our Speaker 

was from the US and had spent considerable time in preparing an audio visual presentation. 

We had a good showing of Members there and ready but nowhere appropriate to hold the 

Meeting. A very disappointing state of affairs.  

  

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 16th APRIL 7.30 PM  

 

This month we have Bryce Helms talking to us about fishing the Tekapo Canals. Bryce is 

a very experienced flyfisher and currently working for Composite Developments. He 

knows the Canals well and consistently catches the monsters that live there. This is sure to 

be an enjoyable night and we hope to see you there.  

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

“Water is life. It is a precondition for human, animal and plant life as well as an 

indispensable resource for the economy. Water also plays a fundamental role in the 

climate regulation cycle. Protection of water resources, of fresh and salt water 

ecosystems and of the water we drink and bathe in is, therefore, one of the cornerstones 

of environmental protection.” 

EU Water Framework Directive 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  
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Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Matt Meikle  Available both week days and 09 908 1909 

   Weekends    027 285 7521  

John Gausden  Time limited - weekends   021704373 

/ arrange trips only. 5m aussie  john@st-classic.com   

barra boat / 70 yamaha / minn kota  

- serious fishing manly lake / saltwater  

but keen to learn more on the rivers       

John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

   joan10@live.com   09 415 4919  

Barry Schultz    Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp  09 4159692  

merc used mostly for SW fishing. e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz 

    Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that  

provides transport, accommodation  

& meals etc. whilst camped riverside  

or beach front, plus is currently  

being fitted out to carry a three person 

inflatable with a 4 hp motor.  

Prefer weekdays or multi day trips away in the motorhome. 

 

          

So, if you are keen to find someone to share the cost and the fun of a fishing expedition 

with, then send in your details and we will get it all started. Send details to 

iconp@ihug.co.nz  

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT FLY ROD 

 

Our own resident webmaster Phil Gates, has put a couple of very helpful videos onto the 

Club Website, www.nsff.org.nz . They are both by Tim Rajeef, a world champion fly 

caster. One is about ‘Choosing The Right Fly Rod’ and the other is about ‘Light Vs Heavy 

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:john@st-classic.com
mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:bardot@xtra.co.nz
mailto:iconp@ihug.co.nz
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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Weight Fly Rods’. These are excellent informative videos and both are under 3 minutes 

long, so they are short, and to the point. Check them out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our intrepid West Island fishing reporter Roy Pollard and a cracking Aitutaki Bone Fish. 

His baggage went walkabout for a while so he was forced to get his fishing clothing from 

the resort tourist shop. But when you are catching fish like that who cares. Photo 

courtesy of Roy Pollard. 
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INFORMATION SHARING  

 
As well as having a guest speaker on Club Nights we would like to give an opportunity for 

some of our own Club Members to share knowledge on any fly fishing subjects. 

 

Member Speakers 

Besides having a major Speaker on Club Nights we would like to have some of our own 

Club Members to speak on any fly fishing subject for 10 – 15 minutes or so. 

 

Some subjects could be: 

Local fishing spots. 

National / Taupo fishing regulations. 

Riparian rights, access. 

Clothing and equipment ideas / tips. 

Saltwater fishing, what rods / flies. 

 

So, Members please get out there and do some research to enlighten us all. 

 

 

WEBSITE ARTICLES REQUEST 

 

As many of you will know, Barrie Barnes has started up his own online fly fishing store 

and he is keen for articles and pictures to put into his Blog section. What he is looking for 

is simple short little articles and a picture, ie: ‘Bob and I headed down to Turangi last 

weekend and … .’   So if you have something you would like to share please contact Barrie 

on barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

Fish quietly. The silence of wilderness is too beautiful to miss. 

A. Nonymouse 
 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM.  

 

For the full rules please refer to the Club Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise John 

Cuthbertson by email, his new email address is john.cuthbe@gmail.com . 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2018 

 

January – Mohaka River 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

March – Whanganui River – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

March – Lake Otamangakau 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 

August – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo  

October – Kai Iwi Lakes – Rodd and Gunn Trophy 

November – Tuition weekend 

December – Lake Otamangakau 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

MAY NGONGOTAHA / ROTORUA CLUB TRIP 

This year’s May Club Trip to Rotorua / Ngongotaha will be on the weekend of Thursday 

2nd, Friday 3rd, Saturday 4th and Sunday the 5th of May. We will again be staying at the 

Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $105.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’ 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
mailto:john.cuthbe@gmail.com
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accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you want to come down 

on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $45 to make it $150.00. 

This is always a fun Trip and even if the weather turns to absolute rubbish there is a plethora 

of Lakes to fish and you can always find somewhere out of the wind. 

If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make ASAP and then pay your 

money to the Club in any of the normal ways.  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga 

as a reference);  

 by cheque made out to North Shore Flyfishers Inc and posted to the Club's mailing 

address (PO Box 31387 Milford, Auckland 0741); or  

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com 

 

 

SALTWATER EXCURSIONS 

 

The possibility of Club Trips to the Meola Reef and to the Mangawhai Estuary has been 

raised earlier. With summer approaching, we would like to establish an Email Contact 

Group for those members interested in shore-based saltwater fishing to these or similar 

destinations. This sort of venture is tide and weather dependent and can only be organised 

at short notice. If you would like to be included in this group, please tell Dave Symes 

(dssymes@xtra.co.nz). 

 

 

RIVER SECTION OF CLUB COMPETITION FOR THE RODD & GUNN 

TROPHY 

 

The River Section for the Club Rodd & Gunn Trophy was held on the Whanganui River 

recently and it was pleasing to hear of the quality of the fish caught, (and lost!). 

 

Warren Derrick held a slight lead in the overall competition after the Stillwater Section but 

that was soon passed by Simon Hoole who once again was successful by swinging his flies 

with his two handed set up. In fact it was a swingers weekend indeed as Barrie Barnes took 

out second place with his swinging techniques.  

 

Overall it was a weekend enjoyed by all those who competed and thank you very much to 

Dennis Smith for once again organizing the whole thing. Also, a big thank you must be 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
mailto:dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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given to Barrie for his donating a $100.00 I Love Fly Fishing voucher for 1st place and 

Justin from Rod & Reel for donating a $50.00 voucher for second place. 

 

Final Results: 

 

River Section Competition 

Simon Hoole – 1st place 

Barrie Barnes – 2nd place 

 

Stillwater Section Competition 

Warren Derrick – 1st place 

 

Overall Result 

Simon Hoole – 1st place 

Barrie Barnes – 2nd place 

   

Congratulations Simon! 

 

 

Dave McLellan into a nice Rainbow on his first Beat in the Comp. Photo courtesy of 

Barrie Barnes. 
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Simon with a superb Whanganui Rainbow. With fish like this it is no wonder that he won 

the overall Competition, again. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole. 
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JOKE OF THE MONTH 

Students in an advanced Biology class were taking their mid-term exam.  The last 

question was, 'Name seven advantages of Mother's Milk.'  The   question was worth 70 

points or none at all.  One student was hard put to think of seven advantages.  She wrote:  

 

1)   It is perfect formula for the child. 

2)   It provides immunity against several diseases. 

3)   It is always the right temperature. 

4)   It is inexpensive. 

5)   It bonds the child to mother and vice versa. 

6)   It is always available as needed. 

And then the student was stuck.  Finally, in desperation, just before the bell rang 

indicating the end of the test she wrote: 

7)   It comes in two attractive containers and its high enough off the ground where the cat 

can't get it.   

She got an A. 

 

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO REEL LIFE FEBRUARY 2019 

 

25 Years Of Arapuni Fishing Contest 

 

The Lake Arapuni Fishing Contest is still 

going strong after 25 years. 

Right: Adam McGrath receiving the 

biggest fish trophy. 

The only thing more impressive than a club 

running a successful competition for a 

quarter century is the achievement of 

Grant Anon who has been running the 

comp for the past 21 years.  

Grant, and volunteers like George Brocklehurst, have been manning the weigh-in station 

for more than 20 years and have produced a critical data set for Fish & Game that shows a 

decline in fish weight over time.  
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The contest data set will be used as evidence by staff to show that declining fish size is 

linked to declining water quality.   

As usual, the Te Awamutu Fish & Game Association put on a great competition with ample 

prizes for adults and kids. 

Contestants camped alongside the lake with plenty of rudd fishing for the kids that made 

for a great family event. 

Local angler Adam McGrath took out the overall prize with a 2.77kg brown in some hot 

and challenging weather.  

The junior division was won by Saxon Butcher with a 1.59kg rainbow. 

Probing Whanganui River Water Quality Issues 

 Reports of poor water quality in the upper Whanganui River during early 2019 prompted 

staff to investigate poor water quality in the part of the river.    

Sometime in December, a large amount of sediment entered the upper Whanganui and was 

not detected in any of the tributary streams during monthly water quality sampling.   

In early January, staff attempted to conduct drift dives in the upper Whanganui River and 

found that water clarity was only 2.5m compared with more than 7m on the neighbouring 

Whakapapa River the night before.  

Further investigation by staff revealed that water coming from the lake Otamangakau valve 

that discharges into the Whanganui River was 

up to 4°C warmer and far more turbid than the 

river at the point of discharge. 

Lake Otamangakau water discharged into the 

Whanganui River. 

The discharge is negatively impacting on 

water quality in the upper Whanganui River 

and Fish & Game staff have informed Genesis 

Energy that the situation is unacceptable. 
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By contrast - clean Whanganui River water 

just upstream from the discharge. 

Unfortunately, the water that comes out of the 

valve is intended to cool Lake Otamangakau to 

enhance the DOC fishery during warm 

summer months.  

Staff member Dr Adam Daniel will be meeting 

with affected parties this month to discuss a 

solution 

 

EASTERN REEL LIFE FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Autumn Fish ‘Ideal Eating’      

     

Cooler temperatures and the start of 

autumn conditions have finally prevailed 

in the central North Island, providing relief 

to the stressful conditions trout have 

endured. 

Right: Mellow autumn fly fishing at Lake 

Tarawera. 

Although afternoon temperatures are still 

in the mid-20’s and insect activity remains 

intense, morning temperatures are 

signaling that winter spawning won’t be 

too far away. 

The focused angling at Lake Rotorua’s 

stream mouths has subsided as the lake 

water has begun to cool. 

Streams throughout the region have fished well and recent drift dive counts by staff have 

indicated that fish populations in the Motu, Whirinaki and Waioeka rivers are on a par or 

better than previous years. 

Good trout numbers are being located at depths of 20m on Rotoiti, Tarawera and Okataina 

and some well-conditioned fish are being caught. 
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Hooked up with dog on standby. 

Autumn is an ideal time to harvest fish for 

the table, and early morning harling with 

smelt flies will become successful over the 

next couple of months. 

Boaties are urged to take care on Lake 

Waikaremoana where water levels remain 

low.       

Fish & Game begins trapping for hatchery 

brood fish in April each season, and while runs usually begin slowly, the trigger is rainfall 

as this acts as a stimulation to mature trout.    

Hatchery releases for the month of March have been completed at lakes Okataina, 

Tarawera and Rotoiti. This season’s fish are marked Lp (left pelvic). 

Datawatch tagged trout details can now be entered online. 

We need your tag details and please remember that entries go into the draw to win one of 

20 free whole season fishing licences.  

Click  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6  to enter your details. 

Fishing Diaries 

Fill in your fishing diaries here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3  for all lakes 

and streams to help us manage the Eastern Region. You can win with diary information as 

well - participants go in the draw to win a $100 Kilwell voucher. 

 

TOP 10 CASTING ERRORS… AND HOW TO FIX THEM 

Zach Matthews - www.itinerantangler.com  

(This article has been copied from the Itinerant Angler website and I have broken it down 

into so that each of the 10 tips will be covered over the rest of the years Newsletters. If you 

want to see them all now and not wait then go to the website. This is a website well worth 

visiting! Ed.)  

 

I TAUGHT MYSELF TO CAST, many years ago, using a tattered old blow-in flyer from 

a Fly Fisherman magazine and a whole lot of guess-and-check.  In some respects this is the 

best way to learn anything, because you make every conceivable mistake on your way to 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
http://www.itinerantangler.com/blog/podcasts/author/zachmatthews/
http://www.itinerantangler.com/
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competence.  While unquestionably the slowest way to get good at anything, there are 

advantages to having “been there and done that” when it comes to casting errors.  For this 

Ten Tips piece, I wanted to outline the consensus “Top Ten” casting errors, as well as how 

to go about fixing them. 

 

#3 The Gunslinger 

 

I see this all the time.  An angler learns how to double-haul, and pretty soon that angler is 

doing his best Clint Eastwood impression by letting his hauling hand drop to “holster-

level” between every cast.  “Do you feel lucky, punk?” (Hope so, because you’re relying 

on luck if you cast like this…) 

 

Describing a double haul on paper is a lot like dancing about architecture, to mangle an 

oft-quoted line.  The best way to learn the double haul for the first time is to watch a video 

or have a friend show you.  But once you have figured out the basics, don’t assume you’ve 

got it mastered!  Most new double-haulers start out well enough, with their hands together 

prior to beginning a backcast.  They haul downward to their hip (thus increasing line speed 

in the backcast–all good so far).  But then, they commit the fatal sin; they leave their 

hauling hand at their hip, with the line stretched across their chests, and fail to return that 

hand into position to make a bona fide forward haul.  The result ends up being a limp-

wristed attempt at a forward haul, with the angler mostly pulling against slack.  This is the 

major difference between someone who can “haul” and someone who can haul and also 

deliver a fly 100 feet. 

 

To fix the “gunslinger” problem, it’s important to haul hard enough into the backcast that 

the line will have some momentum flying through the guides in a backward direction.  You 

should feel this momentum tugging on the line in your hauling hand; allow it to guide your 

hand back up to the butt of the rod, so that when you begin the forward haul, you are pulling 

not against slack, from your hip, but instead against a taut, lively backcast loop, and from 

the butt of the rod. 

 

 

SAME SH*T, DIFFERENT BUCKET 

Back in the bad old days from 2011 to 2016, the National Government allocated $460M of 

taxpayers’ money for mega-irrigation schemes, to drive further intensification of the dairy 

industry in Canterbury and Otago. During the same period it allocated a further $465M of 

taxpayers’ money to clean up the pollution created by the same dairy industry it had 

simultaneously subsidised. 

National’s last destructive freshwater act was to allocate $7M from the Freshwater 

Improvement Fund to fund the construction of the Waimea Dam in Nelson.  Waimea 
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Dam’s few proponents and beneficiaries of this largely publicly-subsidised dam said, upon 

receiving the grant: “Another crucial purpose is that only the dam, of all the researched 

options, meets our obligations to respect and care for the mauri of our rivers.” 

Really?  Sticking a huge concrete wall across a river, preventing the natural flow and 

passage of migratory fish, whilst inundating public conservation land improves the mauri 

of the river? 

Can we all now breathe a sigh of relief that this insane subsidy scheme has bitten the dust 

since a change of government? 

No. The Irrigation subsidies of yore have since been ingested into the $3 billion Provincial 

Growth Fund, also known as Shane Jones’ lolly bag. One of his recent shows of largesse 

was a $10M low interest loan to Westland Milk so it can build a bigger milk processing 

plant in Hokitika. 

On my recent fishing forays I fished rivers alongside four dairy farms, three of which 

displayed evidence of cows in the river. Alarmed by the statistics of this, I asked 

StackExchange, a mathematics forum to help compute the chances of visiting four dairy 

farms, of which three were allowing cattle in rivers, given there are 400 dairy suppliers to 

Westland. 

I took photos - a couple are shown here. 

Dairy officials had no comment to make on this... 

I’ll spare the mathematics of “hyper-geometric 

distribution,” suffice to say the chance of me 

happening upon the only three delinquent dairy 

farms is 1 in 2,645,502. 

So I sent the photos to Jacinda Ardern, Shane Jones, Eugenie Sage, Damian O’Connor and 

David Parker, all MPs with related portfolios, and asked whether the $10M bung to 

Westland came with any environmental performance conditions such as “if your suppliers 

pollute our freshwater, you don’t get the loan.” 

Apart from the Hon David Parker calling me to discuss the issue, I heard absolutely nothing 

from the rest and so can only presume there are no such conditions. 
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Cattle remains in the creek bed. 

I sent the photos to Westland asking if I could have 

a copy of their supply contract, specifically to see 

if any environmental conditions were in place to 

reward the good suppliers and eliminate the bad 

eggs.  Answer came there none. 

I wrote to DairyNZ, sending them the photos, asking what, if any environmental inspection 

regime was paid for from by their obligatory levies. 

No answers were forthcoming. 

In conclusion, it appears that, despite all the rhetoric, public relations and electioneering, 

when it comes to freshwater pollution it is the same sh*t in a different bucket. 

David Haynes 

Co-Leader,  NZ Outdoors Party 

Email: david@outdoorsparty.co.nz 

 

SOCKEYE SALMON CREATE AUTUMN SPECTACLE  

Fish & Game Reel Life March 

 

The Mackenzie Country has a new autumn tourist attraction, with a spectacular run of 

sockeye salmon heading up the region’s rivers to spawn. 

Native to North America, the onset of autumn sees large schools of the brightly coloured 

fish moving up rivers as they look for a place to lay their eggs. 

The Mackenzie sockeye population is the only one in the Southern Hemisphere and Fish 

&  Game is in the second year of a three year study to try and better understand the species. 

The cost of the study is being shared equally between Central South Island Fish and Game 

and Meridian Energy. 

CSI Fish & Game Officer Jayde Couper says results so far indicate a healthy population. 

mailto:david@outdoorsparty.co.nz
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“Sockeye are found throughout lakes Pukaki, Ohau, Ruataniwha, Benmore, Aviemore and 

Waitaki.  

Right: A sockeye salmon scurries through the 

Twizel River on it's way to spawning. 

“Conservatively, we estimate the total 

spawning population to be nearly 40 thousand 

fish,” Jayde Couper says. 

“Interestingly, over eighty percent of those fish 

are from Lake Benmore, with the Twizel River 

holding the biggest spawning numbers.” 

Jayde Couper says the spawning run is a 

spectacular sight. 

“The sockeye are in their bright red breeding 

colours and are highly visible, often sending up 

showers of spray as they power through shallow areas looking for a place to lay their eggs,” 

Jayde Couper says.  

“It really is a must see event.”  

There are numerous places where the salmon can easily be seen without a long walk - Jayde 

Couper recommends the Twizel River as one of the most accessible spots.  

“Near the town of Twizel, spawning sockeye can be spotted in the Twizel River as they 

pass under the State Highway 8 Bridge,” he says.  

“Over the last few years, the spot has become popular with tourists and locals eager to 

catch a glimpse of an event unmatched anywhere else outside North America.” 

 The spawning run is all the more remarkable because until relatively recently, sockeye 

were thought to be practically extinct in New Zealand after being introduced more than a 

century ago in an unsuccessful attempt to establish a salmon canning industry.  

Jayde Couper says the population then slowly disappeared.  
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“By the late 1980s, sockeye were thought to have died out, but about 15 years ago, Fish & 

Game started getting reports of them spawning once again. 

Sockeye salmon can be easily 

viewed from the State Highway 8 

Bridge in Twizel 

“They have bounced back and are 

now apparently thriving in the 

Mackenzie Country’s big hydro 

lakes and even increasing their 

range.” 

Despite the sockeye resurgence, 

anglers rarely catch them because 

they feed on plankton and don’t usually take a fishing lure.  

Their main value is as a food source for native fish, trout and Chinook salmon helping 

maintain the productive and popular Mackenzie Country lake fisheries.  

While the spawning run is spectacular, Jayde Couper warns people not to disturb the fish.  

“It is an offence under the Conservation Act to disturb spawning salmon – you can’t catch, 

net or spear the fish, or even walk in the river bed and trample their redds, or nests.”  

Jayde Couper says this is why the Twizel Bridge site is so popular, as people can watch the 

fish from above without disturbing them.  

You can watch a video of them in the lower Ohau River below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taOmafdHGcY   

 

CLUB TRIP TO TEKAPO ANYONE??? 

 

Our own Fikrit Chinassi recently headed off on a 10 day long road trip to fish the Tekapo 

Canals.  

 

The fishing was hard at times but on his best day, when all the conditions were perfect, he 

landed 15. 

 

The biggest was 26pds, with several over 20ps, and just a few tiddlers under 10pds.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taOmafdHGcY
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They were mostly caught fly-fishing with a few caught on his spinning gear.  

 

Needless to say Fikrit is already planning his visit down there next year!! 

 

 

 

Just a couple of little ones…. 
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A real fatty! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Stunning scenery, stunning fish. 
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And the big one, 26pds of fantastic fun. Photos courtesy of Fikrit Chinassi. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

CREASY'S COLUMN   
By Hugh Creasy 

 

It’s been a great season for algae. It’s been blooming away in vast quantities on our 

waterways in the summer heat. Low river flows give life to these leafless, stemless plants 

that soak up oxygen in the water and turn free-flowing rivers into turbid puddles. 

Pollution helps, of course. Add a few million litres of animal faeces and urine draining off 

the landscape and nitrogen enrichment helps the algae garden grow. It’s highly visible in 

green or brown clumps trailing through rivers and streams and blooming away in lakes. 

Lake Horowhenua, a poster child for man’s destructive villainy, blooms a bright emerald 

green in the summer sun. It’s a wonder even algae grows in its poisonous depths, and its 

near neighbour, the Manawatu River is in a similar state. Global warming gets the blame, 

but global warming has only highlighted a problem that already existed. 

Anglers have become familiar with its effects. Wading is a slippery business and even with 

the assistance of a wading staff, there are sure to be bruises at the end of a day on the river. 

Lethargic fish, oxygen-starved, and in poor condition take a fly 

and flop about a bit before coming to the net where they roll 

over, half dead before they are caught. You have to go to the 

high country to catch good fish, or find a spring-fed stream that 

hasn’t been hammered by like-minded anglers or guides and 

their clients. Some of the best waters are being sequestered for 

the exclusive use of those willing to pay, a practice that goes 

against everything our forebears fought for, when they 

introduced trout more than a century ago. There was a saying: 

“On the river, Jack’s as good as his master.” It no longer 

applies. Jack has to win Lotto to be as good as his master. 

There’s an upside to the algal bloom. While much of it is 

unpleasant some of it is edible. One day, in the concrete jungle, at a sidewalk cafe, a 

customer will order a latte and a slice of something sweet and both will have a tinge of 

green. He or she will go to whatever their form of transport and it will run on a distillate of 

what they had just eaten. 

The recent season has been hard going. A visit to Lake Rotorua proved to be futile. We 

knew as soon as we arrived that things would be hard. There were no boats on the water, 

no anglers at the river mouths and the water temperature was above 20 degrees. On the 

second day we spotted an angler in the water and his wife was reading a book on the shore. 

We asked how he was getting on. 

“He’s been there, casting, for four hours,” she said. “He had one on and it got away.” 
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Rotorua offers some interesting places to visit and enjoy, so we spent more time being 

tourists than fishing. We caught nothing in four days. 

There have been periods during the season when fish took the fly with some enthusiasm. 

Early on it was whitebait imitations, and while the water still had some winter chill there 

were good hatches of mayfly and caddis, but as summer heat took over and river levels 

dropped, it was night fishing that gave the best result, with brown and green beetle 

hatchings that got fish on the move. But late summer heat was relentless and fish have lost 

condition. They kept to the deepest pools and in deepest shade. A chilly night or two had 

them rising to cicadas that fell to the water, easy pickings for tired trout. Before winter and 

the next spawning season, trout will have to regain condition. There is still a month or two 

to go. If the fish do not recover it will be a hard winter and the exigencies of spawning will 

take a toll from which many will not recover. 

We’ve had two seasons like this, and low country rivers and streams are showing the 

effects. An Australian friend said to me a few months ago: ”Come over 

to Tassie, the fishing’s fantastic.” His most recent message has been: 

”Don’t bother. The drought has caught up with us.” 

Weather like this comes in cycles. I’m pinning my hopes on the next 

cycle being a lot kinder and I’ll spend less time casting and more time 

bringing fish to the net. 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE 

 

Lake Pupuke is about to have its annual stocking of 1000 Rainbows and 100 Browns, so 

why not head down there for a casual flick early one morning or after work. As the water 

cools more and more fish will be actively feeding in the shallow margins and therefore 

easier to catch for the shore based fly fisher. 
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FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights or at Hunts Sports. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Milford Cruising Club, 24 Craig Road, Milford, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President -  Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary -  Dennis Smith   376-3375 Herne Bay    de.smith@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer - John Cuthbertson      413-6993 Greenhithe    john.cuthbe@gmail.com  

Magazine -   Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Leon Bathurst 0272 588 824 Takapuna borntobuild@hotmail.co.nz  

Members     Ron Blair  09 834 8841 Te Atatu        ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

                     John Dernie  0272 288 616  Glenfield     dernie@xtra.co.nz 

         Trevor Jones      09 817 1026    Titirangi      tfjones.family@gmail.com   

          Mike Martindale   489 1082  Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com                  

         Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

                       
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated: P.O. Box 31-387, Milford, North Shore City 
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