July 2023

IN THIS ISSUE

Page 1 - Presidents Report

Page 3 - Fishing Report

Page 6 - What’s Happening — Club Nights / Events
Page 11 - Club Trips

Page 16 - Look Out For Invasive Gold Clams.

Page 16 - Lake Taupd Productivity Data.

Page 18 - Some SWF Technicalities

Page 23 - Significant Progress For Fish And Game
Page 25 - Brook Trout

Page 26 - The Ups And Downs Of The Taupo Fishery
Page 31 - Editor’s Note

Page 33 - General Club Information Plus Committee Members Contact Details

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The guest speaker at the last club meeting was Peter Scott, a very experienced
fly fisherman and several times member of New Zealand’s team in international
competitions. Peter was also previously the proprietor of “Rod and Reel” so his
advice when it comes to fly fishing is well worth paying attention to.

In that regard, Peter spoke at some length about the need to use barbless hooks.
While these are mandatory in all serious competition, they should have a place
in all anglers fly boxes. The purpose of a hook it is to keep the fish attached to
the line and not to keep the hook in the fish. Once a “strike” has occurred, it is




up to the angler’s skill to maintain the connection and bring the tussle to a
satisfactory conclusion whether that involves the use of a Priest or a careful and
gentle release.

It is self-evident that a barbless hook, which can be compared with a
hypodermic syringe, enables the least intrusive and damaging extraction and
hopefully, a far less traumatized fish. A barbed hook inevitably tears some
tissue, sometimes quite dramatically, leaving the wound site far more open to
infection and resulting disease/mortality.

In order to “tip the scales” in the angler’s favour, the design of barbless hooks
has evolved to the point where their shape does almost as much as their barbed
cousins. The advantages for the fish have already been outlined but for the
angler, you will all be well aware of the pain and frustration arising from
hooking a tender part of the anatomy or only slightly less annoying, trying to
unhook the back of a vest or the web of a net when the barb just does not want
to let go!

From a fly tying viewpoint, the lack of a barb also makes the entire exercise that
much more enjoyable. It is an easier task to slip on any beads while the risk of
cutting the tying thread on the back of the barb is totally eliminated. When
using a multi-fly setup adopting the “truck and trailer” method, a very small dab
of superglue on the bend of the upper hook knots will largely substitute for the
anti-slip function provided by a barb. A tube of superglue is quite small and
takes up little room in a vest.

As part of Peter’s presentation, he mentioned a number of fly patterns but of
particular interest to me was a “worm fly”. These, by their very nature, have to
be quite large to imitate the natural animal. New Zealand has a huge number of
worm species, including one of the largest in the world although trying to cast a
fly over a metre in length is probably expecting a bit too much besides which
the “splash” would almost certainly scare the living daylights out of even the
biggest and meanest trout!

Some years ago, | was lucky enough to win a club raffle and the prize was a box
of flies that Peter had been using in one of his many international competitions.
All of the flies were of course, barbless and in the collection were three “worm
flies”. I have included an image of these and the $1.00 coin provides a
comparative idea of the size. In tying these flies, as you can see, they need not
be small and in fact, given that worms would generally be found in water during
or after heavy rain when visibility is low, the larger size would be easier for




trout to see. In tying a worm fly, the most useful material is red or pink rubber
bands with the tying thread being used to create the natural segmentation of the
body. In addition, all earthworms have a cream coloured band about one third of
the length down from the head called a clitellum. A suitably coloured rubber
band would mimic this feature quite well.

”'

Well, as Bugs Bunny used to say, “ That’s all Folks
Just get tying and casting your barbless, unique creations into murky water.

Dave Symes
President.

FISHING REPORT

Auckland / Waikato

No reports but the annual Fish and Game stocking of our ‘local water’ has recently taken
place and 2 year old Rainbows have been stocked into the Quarry Lake beside Lake Pupuke
and Parkinsons Lake out at Waiuku. It is winter, and with this season our thoughts usually
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turn southwards to the Taupo area, but if you need that ‘scratch itched’ a visit to either of
these Lakes can be very enjoyable.

Rotorua

Fikrit managed to sneak in a closing day Ngongotaha Trip and as expected it was extremely
busy! Over a dozen cars and anglers everywhere, but fortunately he managed to get some
empty pools to himself and ran into some very nice recent ‘runners’ up to 8pds.

weighing in around 8pds. Photo courtesy of Fikrit Chinassi.

The lower Ngongotaha is open through the winter and so are most of the Lake edges. If
you want your fly caught trophy Rainbow this is probably the time of year to get it.

Taupo

So far, from angler reports and photos, it seems like the fish quality is very good and on a
par with previous seasons, but the DOC Trap results suggest a drop in average size... There
is only one way to know for sure and that is to get down there and go fishing. With that in
mind, the Club Trip to Turangi is the last weekend of this month so if you are keen give
Maurice a call, his details are a little later in the Newsletter.
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Saltwater
No reports from the salt unfortunately.

Fishy Tales

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines — Freddy Da Fish.

SUBS
SUBS are now Over Due.
At the AGM it was decided that we would return to our pre-covid Subscription Rates.

Adult — $80 (full year)

Family — $90 (full year)

Student — $30 (Anyone currently enrolled in full time study, be it School, University, or
Polytec)

« internet banking to the Club’s bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
ASB Alc #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word SUBS
as a reference);

e Or by Cash on a Club Night.

LAST CLUB NIGHT

Last month we had Peter Scott talking to us. It was a very enjoyable night and thank you
once again Peter.

NEXT CLUB NIGHT — 18t JULY 7.30 PM

This month we have a talk on Tips and Tricks for Taupo. Where to go, how to get there
and what to use, along with what flies work best and why.

This is sure to be a very enjoyable evening and we look forward to seeing you there.




WHY WE FISH

An undisturbed river is as perfect as we will ever know, every refractive slide of cold
water a glimpse of eternity.

Thomas McGuane - Midstream 1990

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-
fishing dating service...

Name Availability Contact Details
Ron Blair Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Graham Carter Lives in Hamilton, keen on 021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips. 07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer Home 09 420 3120
weekdays. email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Gary Bolstad Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even Mobile 022 379 3070

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish & gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen

to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to

go most of the time.




Derek Robinson Retired available most times keen to do Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things. Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com

CLUB TROPHIES

Brown Trout Trophy — This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year — 1% April to 31% March. Current holder is Ron Blair.

Chain Snore Trophy — A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Russell Nelson!

lan Hunt Memorial Trophy — Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.

I Love Flyfishing Trophy — Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year — 1%t April to 31 March. Current holder
is Johan Kok.

Rodd And Gunn Trophy — This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One day on a Lake and one day on a River.

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Due to a forecast “Weather Bomb’ this was cancelled last year, but keep an eye
out for announcements on the date for this years event.

The winner of this years River section is Simon Hoole.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

Sometimes, concentrating on some deeply undercut bank, if you were lucky you could
catch a glimpse of something dark and larger than anything your imagination could
conjure.

Nick Lyons




Johan, and a beautiful Rainbow Jack. Roll on the Club Trip at the end of this month!
Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.

o

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES

Winning fish will be determined by weight.

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.

Details to be provided to any committee member.

Competition period April 1% to March 31% . Prize awarded at AGM in April.
Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter.




NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1%t April in one year to 31% March in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club

Website www.nsff.org.nz

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY
Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having
a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something
there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee
Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter).

Club Videos
Flyfishing with Dave McLallan June 2015 (15 DVD’s)
New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s)
Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier
Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production
Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting
Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume | Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote VVolume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick
The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz
Fly Fishing in NZ
Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing
SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April VVokey and others
Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon
Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing
Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter
NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs)
Snapper Secrets (vol 2)
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Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3)
How to Fish Rapala Lures
Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1
Fly Fishing For Reservoit Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church
Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas
Fishing in Fiordland
Wee Wets and Small Drys

CLUB TRIPS 2022 — 2023

February —Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes — FEB 2024

March — Lake Otamangakau — MAR 2024

May — Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes -MAY 2024

June — Tongariro — Club River Fishing Competition — JUN 2024

July — Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo — JUL 2023

September — Tauranga Taupo — SEP 2023

November — Lake based Club Competition Trip -NOV 2023

December / January — Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December — Lake Otamangakau — DEC 2023

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

CLUB RIVER COMPETITION TURANGI CLUB TRIP

The river section of the Rod and Gun competition was set in Turangi on the Tongariro once
again and it saw a great weekend with all getting into some quality lane runners.

The comp saw myself and ‘Rambo’ (Johan Kok) ending up neck and neck all day, both
ending up with 11 fish landed. After a few fumbled count ups the tallies came in at 543 to
549cms in my favour and overall, as a team we gave the Auckland club revenge for the last
inter club comp which they took. NSFF has the trophy back this year and hopefully we can
find a fine team to get down and compete in what was once again a relaxed, fun competition
and another chance to get members together to fish and hang out.

It was also a great chance for some of the newer members to get in and learn new skills
with Jaco getting multiple hookups and Michael forgoing the nymph and getting his first
fish in the swing. To next year!
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As an extra note re the Interclub Competition with the Auckland Club: Last year the
Auckland Club just pipped us but this year we had a very solid win with our guys totaling
over 12 metres of total fish length landed and Auckland having 6 metres. Both Teams had
7 people competing.

Simon Hoole

TURANGI CLUB TRIP — JULY 28t 29th 30t

This year’s Turangi Club Trip is being organized by Maurice Parlane and will take place
on Friday 28" July, Saturday 29" and return on Sunday 30" July. The Club has booked out
Units at the Tongariro River Motel,

( https://www.tongarirorivermotel.co.nz/ ), for the weekend and costs will be $115 per
person. This will include 2 nights accommodation on a share basis at the Motel and a slap
up BBQ dinner on the Saturday night.

Also, some people choose to come down on the Thursday night as well, so if you are keen
to do this just let Maurice know.
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If you are interested in going on this please contact Maurice ASAP as this is always a
popular Trip. Maurice’s contact details are as follows: mobile 021 650 692, or e-mail
to: maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

The Tongaririo
River has been
invaded by trout
you need to do
your civic duty
and cull those
fish out. This
iS more
important
than work,

TURANGI

off work fo
three days

TRIPS OFFICER — NSFFC
June 2023

Following the tabling of suggestions on how to grow the club membership at the last AGM,
a recruitment proposal was compiled and submitted by Graham Little (with thanks).

In the last committee meeting, we discussed methods of growing club membership.
Through this discussion, it was agreed that we do get a steady stream of new members but
it would be more important to find ways to retain these new members, as many of them did
not return after a few months.
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It was felt that there were insufficient club trips / events to keep new and prospective
members interested and that NSFFC should arrange more frequent trips and activities, and
to do this, we need a trips / events officer.

We are therefore looking for a club member to become the club trips / events officer who,
in consultation with members and the committee, would draw up an annual list of trips and
events and co-ordinate them. He / she would not need to attend these trips but if they chose
to do so, the club would consider reimbursing them for fuel and costs.

It is foreseen that the trips officer would announce upcoming events and then call for
interested members. From that list, someone could be nominated to arrange and lead each
trip (bookings, catering, transport etc).

There are a number of annual club trips and competitions that will still form the backbone
of the list but additional events could include day trips for both salt and fresh water fly
fishing, novice training days, gear maintenance days, fishy photography competitions, fly
tying and many more.

This would be an ideal task for a well experienced fly fisherman who is looking for some
new challenges or an elder fisherman who is no longer able to fish but wishes to be engaged
in the club.

For further information, please contact one of the committee members.

FOR SALE

Very old fly reels, 3 wooden and 2 bakelite.
Probably from 'Zane Grey's eral

Offers

Contact: Lloyd Altham

09 420 3120
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021 0295 9167

JOKE OF THE MONTH

A man goes to the doctor with a swollen foot.
After a careful examination, the doctor gives the man a pill big
enough to choke a horse.

"I'll be right back with some water," the doctor tells him.
The doctor has been gone for a while, and the man loses patience.
He hobbles out to the drinking fountain, forces the pill down his
throat and gobbles down water until the pill clears his throat.
He then hobbles back into the examining room.

The doctor returns with a warm water bucket,

"Okay, after the tablet dissolves, soak that foot for about 20 minutes."
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LOOK OUT FOR INVASIVE GOLD CLAMS.

The freshwater gold clam (also known as the Asian gold clam) is a small invasive clam,
discovered recently downstream of the Taupd Fishing District, in the Waikato River near
Lake Karapiro.

There is no evidence to suggest it has spread to Lake Taupd but anglers and other
recreational freshwater users are being asked to remain vigilant and report any sightings.
Once again we are reminded of the risks posed by invasive pests and the need to adopt
Check, Clean, Dry (CCD) every time we move between waterways.

Specific CCD guidance relating to freshwater gold clams can be found on the MPI,
Biosecurity NZ website>

LAKE TAUPO PRODUCTIVITY DATA.

The autumn echo-survey was carried out late April. The distribution and density of the
back-scattering is presented in the illustration below.

Overall, the productivity of the lake this autumn is comparable to the autumn 2022 albeit
more uniformly distributed across the entire lake. The southern part of the lake appears
again to be the most productive area but, unlike autumn 2022 around Horomatangi Reef,
no intense productivity was found anywhere except along the littoral zone on the eastern
side of the lake.

An increase from the spring to autumn productivity is at odds with previous years, the good
news is that the productivity has substantially increased from last spring when it was very
low and the prospect of having trout in as good condition as in 2022 was not encouraging.
However, the exceptional quality of the fish this late autumn is puzzling as we anticipated
that the low productivity estimated in November could have a negative impact on the fish
condition.

There is no clear reason, but several scenarios are conceivable. First, it is possible that the
productivity that increased throughout the summer was the result of an unusual wet season.
The productivity may have been excellent close to the shore due to the run-off of the water
and the mobilisation of nutrients. Interestingly, former fishery manager Pat Burstall had
suggested that wet spring and summer coincided with good fish quality.
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Distribution of Lake Taupo productivity monitored by echo-sounding
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Another explanation could be that the last November survey did not coincide with the peak
of the impact of the lake turn-over in August on the spring productivity. It would be
interesting to look and compare the timings of the turn-over and the chlorophyl-
a concentration with the timing of echo-survey to explore this hypothesis.

It is also possible that the good fish condition this autumn despite a poor spring
productivity may reflect a lower fish population. The trapping this winter should provide

some further explanations.

For the young trout that have enter the lake this summer, the good productivity this autumn
may have a strong impact as it can increase survival, hence increasing the size of that cohort

that in turn may affect the size of the run in 3 years’ time. The Waipa trap data will tell!
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New Club Member Michel with his first Tongariro Trout on the ‘Swing’. Photo courtesy
of Simon Hoole.

SOME SWFE TECHNICALITIES
By Graham Little

For me, there are three types of fly fishing, First, where it all started, about early 80s. | was
casting about, excuse the pun, for a hobby, at a party ran into some friends of my then wife
who were keen fishermen. | had been a fisherman as a kid in Runanga. In the foothills of
the mountain range to the right as you faced north was a smallish crystal-clear bush stream.
I spent a lot of time by that stream, on my own and with friends. Native trees, huge pungas,
long stretches of soft earth, covered in ferns, Friends and | would go with a tin can, and
matches, catch the fresh-water crayfish, heat’em in the can and have lunch. The stream was
full of snub-nosed fish, we thought were trout, In fact they were Inanga, the adult of white
bait (a story for another time, by suffice to say back then we used to use it as manure in the
garden we got so much, My biggest catch was 10 kerosene tins, | guess about 20 gallons).
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Anyway, the men belonging to friends of my wife got me into trout fishing on the
Tongariro. | have tried all possible trout fishing in and around Taupo district, bit in
Waikato, and bit in Auckland. Nymph, dry fly, wet fly, still water, fast water, etc. Several
times with a guide. | enjoyed it, but none got me hooked, another pun!

Mid-nighties, was when | found SWF, that story was last month. That really got me into
fly fishing. That is when | decided what I really enjoyed, had me really hooked! Trout
fishing, | settled into the Tongariro. | learned when people were there and when not. |
learned where to fish in a pool that had been hammered all morning, so got fish.

A sublime day for me, on any of a multitude of pools, on my own, soft warm sun, Gentle
breeze, the chirp and scatter of the fantails skimming the surface chasing midges. Burble
of the river, swish of my line. I hold the rod high, watch the indicator disappear, with my
wrist, lift the rod sharp, but not too sharp, and wham, got one.

Perfect, In my experience there is only one occasion life can get better than that...

Second, is all energy, fun salt-water fly fishing in huge schools, getting fish is no issue,
lifted by the energy and action.

Third is serious SWF, chasing records. This is different sort of fun, and is when | get
serious, focused, precise, careful and systematic. Anyone can fluke a world record. Getting
two is past chance, And | have missed three more by tiny amounts of length and weight.
So nailing five, or near it, long way past chance. How, that is what | want to talk about,
some of the technicalities of SWF, not to say trout fishing has none, but that is not my
thing, I will discuss with regards to records, but the principles apply to having just simple
fun on the ocean as well.

Decide: What do you intend? The charter skipper | was with for years taught me that. Not
the fish, or location, or ... Decide if you are really serious about world records or if is play-
thing. Fun thing leaves the record too much too chance, at least for me.

What record and preparation: | joined IGFA, access to world records, locations, what
caught, time etc.

Whenever | went on an SWF record trip, | knew exactly what | was going after, details of
the record. Rod set up. Very specific. | have been on salt record trips, spent 5-6 hours on
water and never landed a fish. | was not fishing for ‘fish’ I was fishing for ‘a’ very specific
fish.

19




The rod: I have a Sage RPLXi 996. That top six inches makes the rod extremely versatile,
it is extremely flexible.

By fishing just the top of rod I can successfully fish 2 kg tippet. As I go deeper into the rod
so fish with heavier tippet. Bottom 20% of the RPLX:i is very powerful. Handle 10kg tippet
easily, in fact could handle much more, but IGFA records are 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8,10 kg tippet
strengths. | have caught fish on 1 kg tippet, it was over 1 kg, about 1.6. It is very delicate
fishing that high in the rod. 1 kg is about the strength of a strand of hair, so if the pressure
drops much below the top 6-8 inches, the line breaks.

I have a view of salt rods different from many others. | judge a salt rod able to handle the
heaviest tippet of 10kg at the butt, is sufficient. The 996 | have is easily strong enough to
handle that tippet, | only fish with legal tippets, as above, another choice you must make.
I have landed a 30kg mako shark on the rod, it did need the full rod, ‘landed’ we got it
along side the boat, and the skipper told me in no uncertain terms | was not bringing into
the boat a small pissed-off Mako | was going to let go anyway. Anything above a good
quality 9 weight rod is overkill and setting up casting difficulties one does not need. The
reel: | match the rod with a Sage 3500D reel. Undoubtedly Sage have moved on, but this
is an excellent reel, quality in the reel does count. This reel has measured drag setting 1-
10, I regard as crucial.




Hooks: Razor sharp. Touched up before and during fishing if anything hooked and played.

Playing the fish: With all set up well, then the potential unknown is the security of the hook
in the mouth of the fish. 1 used to keep the drag of peak. So if fishing with 4 kg, | would
set the drag at say 2 kg, and give the fish some initial head, When sure the hook secure, |
would lift the drag setting either direct to top setting or in stages depending on my sense of
the security of the hook.

For any experienced fisherperson, none of this is surprising nor unexpected. | have twice
been challenged in the club over size of kingfish world records relative to tippet strength.
Sage have had a metered drag reel for many years, which means people have been able to
have a drag up to or close to 90% of the tippet strength for many years, given they did what
| did, and measure the kg drag at each reel setting. | have landed quite large fish, and have
found that even big fish tire, and dragging 9Kg tire then fast after the initial hard run which
could be for 200 meters, so no matter the drag, plenty of back up line still needed on the
reel, Tight lines, And decide when to fish for fun, for the joy of the day, or for focused
intent. They all have their place.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

As President, | was able to save with the stroke of the pen a hundred million acres of
wilderness area in Alaska. This is the kind of thing that is gratifying to a President, but to
be on a solitary stream with good friends, with a fly rod in your hand, and to have a
successful or even an unsuccessful day--they're all successful--is an even greater delight.

Jimmy Carter - ex US President
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What is the condition of the Taupo Trout like this year | hear you ask? Not bad, not too
bad at all! Another of Simons Tongariro crackers. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole.
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SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS FOR FISH AND GAME

Significant progress in our mission to safeguard the future of fishing and hunting in New
Zealand Parliament’s Environment Select Committee has reported back on the planned
Natural and Built Environment Bill (NBE), which we believe would have had significant
implications for the future of fishing and hunting in New Zealand and the role of Fish &
Game.

Over the past few weeks, almost 12,000 people visited Fish & Game’s ‘Our
Future’ website and nearly 3,500 Kiwis sent emails outlining their concerns to the
Government and MPs.

Following this public outcry and the hard work of the Fish & Game team, the select
committee has now recommended changes to the proposed law.

These changes include:

enshrining the protection of the habitat of trout and salmon alongside the protection of
indigenous species

recognition of the values Kiwis place on public access to lakes and rivers

recognition of the recreational use and enjoyment of the natural environment — and for
these values to be maintained and enhanced

Generally, we believe this is a win for recreation, a win for anglers and hunters and a win
for all New Zealanders.

The initial draft of the NBE Bill completely ignored the value Kiwis place on recreation
and enjoyment of our great outdoors and removed the habitat protection of trout and salmon
so these recommended changes are positive for Fish & Game and licence holders like you.

We were worried this Bill heralded the beginning of a suite of legislative changes that
would threaten the future of fishing and hunting and the species we harvest in this country.

For trout and salmon, we have always been clear that any law must recognise both the
national importance of these species and the reason why we need to protect their habitats
— to safeguard the habitat of all freshwater fish. On the face of it, these changes go a long
way towards addressing those concerns.

The changes rightly prioritise the health of the natural environment and recognise the

importance of the recreational values New Zealanders hold so dear, not just now, but for
future generations.
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THANK YOU

Our licence holders deserve a lot of credit for taking the time to make their voices heard
and help bring about this change. We were overwhelmed by the level of support for the
campaign, which shows the passion of our anglers and hunters in ensuring the things we
care about today will be enjoyed by all in the future.

FURTHER CHANGES ARE STILL NEEDED

Over the past 12 months, Fish & Game has raised its concerns about these reforms with
environmental NGOs, officials, MPs from all political parties and ministers.

For the most part, it appears the decision-makers have listened, but there are still areas Fish
& Game wants resolved.

The Bill should be more explicit, in particular by ensuring the habitat of trout and salmon
is protected, insofar as this is consistent with the protection of the habitats of indigenous
freshwater species

We remain concerned about the limits framework where the Government and local
government will set environmental bottom lines for the environment

We want communities to be able to have their voices heard in the development of new
regional planning frameworks and consents

NEXT STEPS

Over the coming days, Fish & Game will be studying the select committee’s report in
detail, seeking greater clarity on the recommendations and advocating for other changes.
We will not stop speaking up for hunters and anglers’ interests.

Thanks again for all your support, we will continue to keep you informed.

Fish <57
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Share
Friend us on Facebook by clicking this link
Fish & Game NZ, 78 Victoria Street, PO Box 25-
055, Wellington. Tel: (04) 499 4767
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BROOK TROUT
Dave McLellan

Although New Zealand has an abundance of both rainbow and brown trout, some bright
spark in the Department of conservation in Rotorua thought that they should try introducing
American brook trout. By the time the fingerlings arrived from America, they had decided
that perhaps it was not such a good idea after all. They did not want to kill the trout deciding
that one day they may be required. So they were released into a tiny stream that eventually
flows into Lake Rotorua. Before the stream reaches the lake it flows through
Whakarewarewa thermal area, which discharges hot acidic water into the stream. So any
trout in the stream would be prevented from entering the Lake.

In those days we lived in the town of Rotorua, so having never seen a brook trout, | decided
to try my luck. Also the fact that stream was so small about 18 inches wide, or if the reader
is under 40, 46 cm, that casting my dry fly would be good practice. Some parts of the
stream were unfishable, as blackberry bushes and long wild grass almost hid the water from
view. Every now and then there was just enough space to get a fly on the water, although
it often took four or five casts to do so.

After an hours frustrating, not to mention fruitless fishing. | was rewarded when the water
came gargling out from beneath the undergrowth to form an actual pool. Not large, perhaps
5 feet long and about 18 inches wide and relatively free of obstructions.

After a few wayward casts, my fly was cast towards the top of the pool, but it did not land
on the water as expected but stopped in midair about 8 inches above the water. What the
xxxx was my first reaction, followed by disbelief as | stared at the fly just sitting in midair.
Just then the water exploded, as a trout flung itself at my fly returning to the water with my
fly in its mouth.

Alas it was not a brook trout, but a rainbow about half pound which was landed and
returned to the pool. A close examination of the spot where the fly had floated in midair
revealed an almost invisible cobweb stretched across the stream, with a small spider
already repairing the damage. This symbiotic relationship seems strange to me, | can see
how it works for the trout but what does a spider get from it. Perhaps like the reader it just
enjoys seeing a trout rise.
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THE UPS AND DOWNS OF THE TAUPO FISHERY
By Herb Spannagl — Copied from the Tongariro River Motel Website

The Lake Taupo fishery consists of two
components: An abundance of spawning
streams producing an abundance of trout and
the lake, which provides the smelt on which
trout feed and grow. Each one fluctuates
s independently. If too much recruitment from

~ the spawning streams coincides with a poor
. smelt year then trout growth will suffer. The
reverse can also happen. In reality there are so
many combinations of this relationship that it
makes predicting this fishery a bit of an annual
lottery.

| have fished in the Taupo Fishery since 1970
and can only recall two years where trout size
was as good or better than last year. To put this
rarity into some perspective these peak years
occurred last century! In-between the fishery
fluctuates sometimes so wildly that it nearly collapsed after 2005. We anglers have short
memories and live in the hope that this coming winter season will be as bountiful as 2022.
It came as a shock to us hopefuls when the Department of Conservation fishery “Spring
2022 Survey” identified a downturn of the lake’s productivity with a predicted impact on
the lake’s food chain that ultimately governs trout quality.

If there is any good news from the above, it is that now DOC has the ability to identify
what is happening in the lake and in the spawning streams and how this might affect the
fishery for the next few seasons. Yes, this is not going to be a one-year downturn, and all
will be OK in 2024. The impact will likely be multi-generational with a diminished
outlook for at least the next 3 or more seasons. Considering the great spawning run
throughout last winter one should expect good recruitment from the numerous spawning
streams. How big depends on what damage several floods had on egg and fry
survival. This can also be ascertained with the surveys DOC is carrying out annually.
Lower lake productivity negatively impacts smelt, which is the prime food source for
rainbow trout. If this coincides with high recruitment of young trout from an exceptional
spawning as might have happened last winter, then we are looking at lots of starving trout
entering the lake. One of the lessons from the 2005 smelt collapse was that the starving
trout hammered the remaining smelt so hard that this predation greatly prolonged smelt
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recovery. The impact of this disaster not only affected anglers, the flow-on was felt
throughout the surrounding business community. Now that we know what to expect the
next question is what can DOC do about mitigating this predicted downturn?

Every farmer knows that when food is scarce his only options are to either buy in more
food or remove some of his animals; in other words adjust down to the right
balance. Companies employ experienced directors to prudently navigate volatile market
conditions. We all make choices to lessen the impact of life’s challenges. Adaptation is a
must for survival.

The Lake Taupo fishery is no different, but adjustments are considerably more
difficult.  As little can be done by DOC to increase smelt it follows that its only other
option is to reduce trout numbers to achieve some kind of balance with the available
food. So far the only response has been a timid increase of the daily harvest limit from
three to six and some appeal to harvest more trout. In other words, leaving it to anglers to
manage this volatile fishery. I also fish in the Rotorua lakes and when comparing the two
management regimes | formed the view that Eastern Fish and Game manages the lake’s
fisheries while DOC focuses on managing Taupo Anglers, leaving the fishery to the
vagaries of nature.
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A lot has changed. When | started fishing Taupo the daily limit was ten and by the mid-
eighties there were twice as many annual licenses sold than there are now. Furthermore,
there was no catch and release and in many fishing camps the men were fishing from
daybreak until near midnight with their wives busily bottling trout in near commercial
quantities. The productivity of the lake would have been much lower as there were fewer
subdivisions around the lake leaching septic
tank nutrients into the lake. The Tongariro
Power Scheme greatly grew the town of
Turangi and the outflow from its sewage
treatment plant has turned Tokaanu Bay into
a sea of weed feeding a thousand swans.
Whilst the clear lake is still considered
nutrient-poor considering the above history it
would have to be a great deal more productive
than in the past. Yet for some reason, this
productivity fluctuates and with it the quality
of the lake’s food chain and the fortunes of the
trout that depend on it.

Despite the enormity of this lake and the complexity of its biological dynamics, this fishery
must be actively managed to keep trout and food in good balance. | am not a fishery
manager but have spent all my professional life managing natural resources largely in the
wilds of this country. The challenge is everywhere and finding good solutions were some
of the highlights of my career. It is precisely for this reason that I can not agree to let this
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fishery fluctuate without any meaningful management intervention. Promoting that this is
the natural cycle of a “Wild Fishery” sounds to me as just an excuse for doing nothing.
Imagine a farmer, a doctor, a company director or a firefighter identifying what is wrong
and then just watching how things unfold. DOC tells us anglers what to expect without
providing any information on its intended management response.

Let’s get back to the real issue, which is the need to keep trout and food (mainly smelt) in
a good balance by developing a flexible management regime that responds quickly and
appropriately to the data gathered by the various surveys that DOC undertakes. As stated
earlier balancing trout and smelt comes mainly down to adjusting trout numbers. It is clear
that this work needs to be shared between anglers and DOC. However, the lead has to come
from the department, which makes the rules and has the means to communicate to anglers
what is needed.
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How can anglers help? The short answer
is by killing more trout. There is no gentle
way of doing this other than to do it as
~ humanely as possible. Apart from
harvesting for the pan the simplest way to
. make an impact is to remove post
= sSpawners or slabs as they are commonly
5 known. While some will recover, in a

< food-poor season they compete with
= maiden fish to the detriment of both. This
.. brings up the question of what to do with
unwanted dead fish? Every year
thousands die of spawning exhaustion and
their carcasses are quickly recycled by a multitude of in-stream organisms, which become
food for young trout. Adding a few more will return more nutrients to the nutrient-poor
Lake Taupo ecosystem. The same holds true for fish offal which is more useful in the river
than in a landfill.

Anyone who has an issue with this should learn how dead salmon support the coastal
riparian web of life in Canada and Alaska.
https://indianapublicmedia.org/amomentofscience/love-salmon-riparian-
vegetation.php#:~:text=Riparian%20vegetation%20aids%20salmon%20in,beneficial%20
t0%20the%20plants’%20survival.

In the age where anglers feel good practising “Catch and Release”, killing fish as a
management tool will require an intelligent explanation that will take time to sink in. DOC
is less constrained and with good public engagement can go much further and respond
much quicker. This management authority has the power, the means, and the science and
can develop the expertise to reduce trout numbers if needed. It can temporarily suspend the
daily harvest limit, restrict access to spawning grounds, remove post-spawners, cull
juveniles and even use the blunt tool of netting the lake as a last resort. These are all
practical management tools but the question is, has DOC got the incentive or the guts to
apply them?

I recall a conversation | once had with a previous Eastern Fish and Game manager. He was
clear that Fish and Game saw itself as an important part of the Rotorua economy. He
pointed out that license sales was their only income and paid for management and staff
salaries. To sell more licenses they had to constantly strive to maintain a high-quality
fishery. This is clearly a compelling incentive to respond to what is essentially a buyers’
market.
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Little of the above applies to DOC. | even wonder if
¢ its staff know who they are working for as when |
o had my license checked a few years ago the
0 kbt At niformed DOC officers were adamant that they

District Licence to fish here

Te Papa Atawbai

B ... cut cuir s were working for the local iwi Tuwharetoa. Was this
fishing is permitted. : an early version of co=governance? It isn’t just the
Spin fishing or fishing from a boat is R . .
NOT permitied within 300m of the Igck of active management intervention of the
%g fishery. | watched the insensitive destruction of the
=l Lower Tongariro by the Waikato Regional Council’s
flood control works without any practical DOC
oversight on behalf of anglers. It must be hard for the few fishery staff to be passionate
about trout when the rest of their department regards trout as the “possums of the rivers”.
Makes me wonder why DOC is hanging onto something that clearly contradicts its

philosophical direction? Is this the right agency to manage this important fishery?

Lake Taupo is a wonderful place and its fishery not only adds to its appeal, it also provides
substantial economic benefits to local communities. Much has been done to protect the
magnificent surroundings and the purity of its waters. | wish | could say the same about
the management of its iconic fishery.

Welcome to Turangi
The trout fishing Capital of the world

EDITORS NOTE

Competitions

For many of you Competitions and fly fishing may feel counter intuitive. Fly fishing is a
sport that takes you into some stunning country, well away from other people, and in fact
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seeing another angler can be quite deflating. Fishing Competitions in general can so often
seem pushy, ego driven and money grubbing affairs.

But for our Club Comps this is just not the case! They are friendly, very relaxed, and an
opportunity to fish with friends. ‘Competitors’ are often taking time out of their own fishing
to help others. Sharing flies, hot spots, and tips on particular techniques. We are still fishing
beautiful country, and if you commit to a little walking you can easily get that feeling of
solitude if desired.

The next Competition is the Lake Fishing section, so keep an eye out for it and come along,
you might just enjoy yourself.

FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??

In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights — what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.

Thank you - Your committee

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE

Cap — $15.00 Inclusive of GST

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights.

Meetings held the 37 Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE
Club Patron — Dave McLellan

President - Dave Symes 486-6257 Takapuna dssymes@xtra.co.nz
Secretary - Mike Martindale 489 1082  Takapuna miketmartindale@gmail.com
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925006 Glenfield barrie@iloveflyfishing.kiwi
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee — Allen French 021 1018 838 Birkdale a_bfrench@hotmail.com

Members  Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

Neil Smit 021 274 5625 West Harbour neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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