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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 

No report from Dave this week, he is on a well-earned break. 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

Just two weeks tomorrow and all the Auckland / Waikato water opens up again! Roll on 

summer and the Dry & Dropper sight fishing. 
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Rotorua 

By all accounts the lake shoreline flyfishing has been spectacular this year. All the normal 

flies have been working well, but one that has come into its own with the high lake levels 

has been the squirmy wormy. With so much normally dry grass now underwater the trout 

foraging in the shallows have learnt to hunt out drowned worms. 

 

Also, all the Lakes will re-open to boat fishing on the 1st of October, so if you head out 

please let us know how you get on. 

 

Taupo 

The fishing hear in mid-winter was very hit and miss but now it is much more consistent 

with some very high fish days. There are a lot of fish in the rivers and predominantly fish 

that have been out of the lake for a few weeks, but there are still some very solid runs of 

fresh fish happening. The TT had a big run go up two weeks ago, the Tongariro had another 

run last week, and the Hatepe is absolutely chocka with fish. 

 

Flies to use, in the Tongariro it was Hare &amp; Coppers, both bombs and small (size 14-

16) flies. In the Hatepe it was more Glo Bugs that did the damage. But having said that, 

small pheasant tail style nymphs were catching their share as well. 

 

Also Lake Otamangakau is now open again, but the fishing is hard. Fikrit was up there for 

opening day and he said the car park was completely full and you had to park up the narrow 

entry road. However, the next day there were only two boats on the water, a sure sign that 

things were not easy. 

 
Saltwater  
No report from the salt unfortunately. 

 

Fishy Tales  

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish. 

 

 

SUBS  

 

These are now way overdue. If you haven’t paid yet please do so as soon as possible! 

  

At the AGM it was decided that we would return to our pre-covid Subscription Rates. 

 

Adult – $80 (full year)  

Family – $90 (full year)  

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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Student – $30 (Anyone currently enrolled in full time study, be it School, University, or  

Polytec) 

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word SUBS 

as a reference);  

 Or by Cash on a Club Night.  

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we Dave McLellan talking to us. It was a very enjoyable night and thank you 

once again Dave. 

  

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 19th SEPTEMBER 7.30 PM  

 

This month we have Johan Kok talking to us about ‘Setting Up For The Summer’. Johan 

is a very experienced fly fisher and as many of us have seen from his videos catches a lot 

of fish. With Summer rapidly approaching this is sure to be an interesting night and we 

hope to see you all there. 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

It is sufficient to know that the art of angling requires as much enthusiasm as poetry, as 

much patience as mathematics, and as much caution as housebreaking. 

Genio Scott - Fishing in American Waters 

 
 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes 

by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi . 

 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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Neil in the very picturesque Sand Pool on the Tongariro, Photo courtesy of Gary 

Hutchinson. 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

 

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
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   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Gary Bolstad  Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even  Mobile 022 379 3070 

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &         gd.bolstad@gmail.com  

Game and Taupo season licences so keen 

to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to  

go most of the time. 

Derek Robinson          Retired available most times keen to do  Ph   4437311 

Waikato streams and most other things.  Mob: 0212 595 371 

        pamanddek@outlook.com   

 

 

CLUB TROPHIES 

 

Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club 

Member during the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder is Ron Blair. 

 

Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person 

who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this 

happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Allen French! 

 

Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member 

during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the 

Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst. 

 

I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most 

species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder 

is Johan Kok. 

 

Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days. 

One day on a Lake and one day on a River.  

 

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy. Due to a forecast ‘Weather Bomb’ this was cancelled last year, but keep an eye 

out for announcements on the date for this years event. 

 

The winner of this years River section is Simon Hoole. 

 

 

mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:gd.bolstad@gmail.com
mailto:pamanddek@outlook.com
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QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

To drown a river beneath its own impounded water, by damming, is to kill what was and 

settle for something else. It is a tragedy of diminishment for the whole planet, a loss of 

one more wild thing, leaving Earth just a little flatter and tamer and simpler and uglier 

than before. 

David Quamman 

 

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period April 1st to March 31st . Prize awarded at AGM in April.  

Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter. 

 

 

NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st April in one year to 31st March in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club 

Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY  

Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having 

a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something 

there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee 

Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter). 

 

Club Videos 

Flyfishing with Dave McLallan June 2015 (15 DVD’s) 

New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s) 

Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier 

Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production 

Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting 

Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume I Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick 

The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz 

Fly Fishing in NZ 

Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing 

SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April Vokey and others 

Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon 

Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing 

Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter 

NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs) 

Snapper Secrets (vol 2) 

Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3) 

How to Fish Rapala Lures 

Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1 

Fly Fishing For Reservoit Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church 

Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas 

Fishing in Fiordland 

Wee Wets and Small Drys 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2022 – 2023  

 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes – FEB 2024 

March – Lake Otamangakau – MAR 2024 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes –MAY 2024 

June – Tongariro – Club River Fishing Competition – JUN 2024 

July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo – JUL 2024 

September – Tauranga Taupo – SEP 2023 

November – Lake based Club Competition Trip –NOV 2023 

December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested) 

December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2023 
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The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 
Tim into a Rainbow on a small Taupo tributary. Photo courtesy of Simon Hoole. 
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TRIPS OFFICER – NSFFC 

June 2023 

 

Following the tabling of suggestions on how to grow the club membership at the last AGM, 

a recruitment proposal was compiled and submitted by Graham Little (with thanks). 

 

In the last committee meeting, we discussed methods of growing club membership. 

Through this discussion, it was agreed that we do get a steady stream of new members but 

it would be more important to find ways to retain these new members, as many of them did 

not return after a few months.  

 

It was felt that there were insufficient club trips / events to keep new and prospective 

members interested and that NSFFC should arrange more frequent trips and activities, and 

to do this, we need a trips / events officer. 

 

We are therefore looking for a club member to become the club trips / events officer who, 

in consultation with members and the committee, would draw up an annual list of trips and 

events and co-ordinate them. He / she would not need to attend these trips but if they chose 

to do so, the club would consider reimbursing them for fuel and costs. 

 

It is foreseen that the trips officer would announce upcoming events and then call for 

interested members. From that list, someone could be nominated to arrange and lead each 

trip (bookings, catering, transport etc). 

 

There are a number of annual club trips and competitions that will still form the backbone 

of the list but additional events could include day trips for both salt and fresh water fly 

fishing, novice training days, gear maintenance days, fishy photography competitions, fly 

tying and many more. 

 

This would be an ideal task for a well experienced fly fisherman who is looking for some 

new challenges or an elder fisherman who is no longer able to fish but wishes to be engaged 

in the club. 

 

For further information, please contact one of the committee members. 

 

TAURANGA-TAUPO CLUB TRIP 

This is a new Trip introduced this year and we will be staying at the Keruru Lodge at the 

top of the Tauranga Taupo River, just out of Turangi. The Lodge is based near the upper 
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winter limit pools on the river and is often booked out a year in advance. Thank you to 

Club Member Terry Neary for getting us in there! 

 

There are 8 beds available in shared accommodation and the costs will be $55-$60 per 

night each and we have the ability to stay for 3 nights as an option as well.  

 

The dates are the nights of Thursday 28th Friday 29th Saturday 30th September and out on 

Sunday the 1st October.  

 

Maurice is running the Trip so if you are interested contact him on  Mob: 021 650 692                

or email: maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz    and let him know. 

 

 
A fat TT Rainbow Jack of 7pds taken on the Turangi Club Trip last month. Photo 

courtesy of Brendan James. 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

The young couple invited their elderly pastor for Sunday dinner. 

 

While they were in the kitchen preparing the meal, the minister asked their son what they 

were having. 

 

"Goat," the little boy replied. 

 

"Goat?" replied the startled man of the cloth, "Are you sure about that?" 

 

"Yep," said the youngster. "I heard Dad say to Mom, 'Today is just 

as good as any to have the old goat for dinner.' 

mailto:maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
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LOOK OUT FOR INVASIVE GOLD CLAMS. 

 

The freshwater gold clam (also known as the Asian gold clam) is a small invasive clam, 

discovered recently downstream of the Taupō Fishing District, in the Waikato River near 

Lake Karāpiro.  

 

There is no evidence to suggest it has spread to Lake Taupō but anglers and other 

recreational freshwater users are being asked to remain vigilant and report any sightings.  

Once again we are reminded of the risks posed by invasive pests and the need to adopt 

Check, Clean, Dry (CCD) every time we move between waterways.  

 

Specific CCD guidance relating to freshwater gold clams can be found on the MPI, 

Biosecurity NZ website>  

 

 

NEW ERA FOR FRESHWATER FISHING LICENCES 

Source: Fish and Game NZ 

 

The freshwater fishing season begins on October 1, and new licences are now on sale. 

Fish & Game NZ chief executive Corina Jordan says around 100,000 anglers are expected 

to go freshwater fishing throughout the country. 

 

"Freshwater anglers are a passionate bunch, and the start of the new season is firmly on 

their calendars. 

 

"We expect a flurry of activity now the new season licences are on sale. We know people 

are keen to get out with family and friends, enjoy the outdoors, re-connect with nature and 

fish for food." 

 

While most angling takes place in the country’s easily accessible lowland rivers and lakes, 

this season will mark the introduction of a new management tool to better protect New 

Zealand’s more fragile fisheries, which are often located in the backcountry. 

 

"The new Designated Waters Licence will see Kiwi anglers get a fairer share on some of 

the waterways that Fish & Game’s research has shown are subject to too much pressure - 

around two per cent of the country’s rivers. 

 

"The new licence category will help us manage angling pressure by spreading angling 

effort around so that it isn’t concentrated in certain areas, which detracts from the angling 

experience and also has the potential to negatively impact the fisheries." 

 

https://newsletters.doc.govt.nz/t/i-l-anjdhl-whklujdui-o/
https://newsletters.doc.govt.nz/t/i-l-anjdhl-whklujdui-o/
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Over the past ten years, Fish & Game has received increasing complaints from resident and 

non-resident anglers regarding overcrowding in a small number of fisheries that will now 

be managed through the Designated Waters Licence. 

 

"Our research and monitoring show that a small percentage of non-resident anglers will 

intensely fish a local area, not only putting pressure on the fishery but also displacing other 

anglers. We’ve implemented this new fisheries management tool to help address that 

imbalance." 

 

In some fisheries, angler use has gone from a roughly 50:50 resident-to-non-resident split 

(in the early 2000s) to an 80:20 split favouring non-resident anglers. In most cases, 

pressure-sensitive fisheries, now managed through the Designated Waters Licence, share 

common features. The rivers have very clear water, offer excellent sight fishing, hold large 

average size trout, have high scenic value, and are often located in a wilderness or 

backcountry setting. 

 

Jordan says that "with a majority of our non-resident anglers fishing our backcountry 

fisheries for four or less days, most anglers won’t be impacted by the change". 

 

"It’s important to note that only a small proportion of anglers contributing to unsustainable 

angling pressure will be affected by this change. 

 

"We really appreciate and value overseas anglers, the contribution they make to the 

economy, as well as our organisation through purchasing licences, which helps us protect 

waterways. 

 

"Anglers can find out more about the Designated Waters Licence, as well as information 

and updates on the upcoming season on our website - www.fishandgame.org.nz."   

 

Fish & Game Chief Executive, Corina Jordan  

 

 

FLY FISHING FILM TOUR 2023 – RISE FLY FISHING FILM FESTIVAL 

The World’s Best Fly Fishing Film Tour Is Here! 

In Australian & New Zealand Cinemas From August To October 2023 

 

The RISE FLY FISHING FILM FESTIVAL is back for it’s 15th annual season, now an 

official part of the world FLY FISHING FILM TOUR (F3T)!  This film tour brings you a 

top notch selection of short films that are sure to get you fired up for the fly fishing season. 

The 2023 tour features international locations from Patagonia to the Yokanga, as well as 

local films from Cape York, the Victorian Highlands and Tasmania.   Experience the 

http://www.fishandgame.org.nz/
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achievement of a permit slam, follow one man’s journey from Mexico to the waters of 

Wyoming, explore the best international waters and compete for the legendary “belt 

buckle”.  Join us for a journey of adventure, friendship and the best fly fishing action. 

 

The Fly Fishing Film Tour is the original and largest fly fishing film event of its kind in 

the world and is now partnered with local fly fishing film festival RISE to bring you even 

more fly fishing. Come for the action and stay for the giveaways and camaraderie that will 

feed your fishing addiction. 

 

AUCKLAND - Event Cinemas Queen Street 

Date: Thursday, 21 September 2023 

Time: 6:30: PM 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fly-fishing-film-tour-2023-rise-auckland-tickets-

672814314727?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

Details from Google Maps 

Level 3, Metro Building, 291/297 Queen Street, Auckland CBD, Auckland 1010 

+64 9 369 2400 

www.eventcinemas.co.nz 

 

 
The Big O is open again, and that means Big fish! Photo courtesy of Leon Bathurst. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fly-fishing-film-tour-2023-rise-auckland-tickets-672814314727?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fly-fishing-film-tour-2023-rise-auckland-tickets-672814314727?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.eventcinemas.co.nz/cinema/queen-street#G+
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FISHING THE TONGARIRO A HISTORY OF OUR GREATEST TROUT RIVER 

By Grant Henderson 

 

‘I wrote this book because it seemed important to record more than 100 years of fishing 

on New Zealand’s finest rainbow trout river — something no-one else has done.’ - Grant 

Henderson. 

 

This is the first definite and comprehensive historical overview of the Tongariro — New 

Zealand’s finest rainbow trout river, and possibly one of the finest rainbow trout rivers in 

the world. 

 

Author Grant Henderson grew up fishing the brown trout rivers of the Wairarapa before 

discovering Lake Taupō’s renowned rainbow trout fishery. He has fished for trout from an 

early age, so has accumulated some 60 years’ experience in the art of fly fishing, much of 

it on the Tongariro. 

 

In Fishing the Tongariro, Henderson traces the development of the fishery from the early 

20th century, the first anglers and their catches before WWI, the decline of the fishery and 

its recovery, famous people who came to fish in the 1920s (including American fishing 

legend Zane Grey), the first fishing lodges, government tourism policy, the effect of major 

floods, controversy over changes in fishing techniques, the WWII years, the development 

of scientific fisheries management and the Tongariro hydro-electric scheme and 

conservation issues. 

 

This handsomely cased and jacketed book has extensive imagery that will make this a 

thoughtful gift and keepsake for both local and international trout fishers.  

 

The river has been a fertile source of conflict at times. Conflict between people in the Taupō 

region ever since Europeans first arrived, conflict between fish species as the introduced 

trout took over and fed on the native kōaro, conflict between brown and rainbow trout as 

the latter became the favoured sports fish, heated discussion as to the proper name of the 

river, arguments between citizens and the government over the Tongariro power scheme 

and even disputes between anglers over fishing techniques and angling etiquette. Through 

all this, even during a world war, the river and its trout carried on.  

 

During Henderson’s research, he reached out to long-time Taupō resident, angler and local 

historian John Parsons. This led to a fruitful exchange of material and ideas; some of 

Parsons’ photographs feature in Fishing the Tongariro. 

 

Henderson says, “Much has happened at Taupō since trout were introduced to the region 

some 120 years ago. Anglers have come and gone, new angling methods have been 
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introduced, more fishing water has been opened up, and debates among anglers continue. 

But as John Parsons wrote in his book Parsons’ Glory . . . “it doesn’t matter if you don’t 

catch anything.” Hope springs eternal, and there will always be the magical thrill of simply 

going fishing.” 

 

RRP: $59.99, Publishing August 2023, ISBN: 978-1-77689-004-4, 

Format: 252 x 190mm, portrait, 324 pages, with 12-page colour section, hardback, jacketed 

For interviews, review copies, extracts or promotions 

please contact publicist Lise Clayton, (021) 748-117, lisec@bateman.co.nz 

 

 

Stunning scenery, just one of the things that make the Tongariro such a fantastic 

destination. Michael in the upper river. 

 

 

KINGFISH ON FLY 

By Graham Little  

 

The skipper and I for two years wrestled with the problem of keeping good sized kingfish 

about the boat and hooking one on fly. We rated kings as ‘rats’, up to about 10 kg, we 

hooked heaps of those on fly, Rocky Point was my favorite, but they were plentiful right 

through the Bay of Islands. I long lost count of the rat kings I landed on fly, but my first 

session at Rocky Point I landed at least 20 in a morning, on 8 kg tippet, all the fish in range 

6-8 kg.   

 

‘Good sized’, these 10 kg to around 20 kg. They were also quite plentiful, very curious, a 

lot of what could only be described as haughty authority. We would bang on the bottom of 
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the boat, and few minutes later they would show up, down deepish, curious, looking for an 

easy feed. Small groups, not usually more than 5. Then the big ones. They started at about 

20 kg, minimum, I do not think I ever saw one larger than 40 kg, but that is an impressive 

fish. They were much rarer, smaller groups again, and they only showed up if there 

definitely was food. No idea how they knew, but I judge they did. A big king is likely 10-

12 years old; I figure living that long they learn a thing or two. 

 

The skipper came up with the idea of making a ‘ladder’ of small Kahawai, that would act 

like a burley trail, the fish would ‘hang about’, and we would get to have a good go at 

them … yea, right.  

 

So we did that. On standard gear we landed about 10 small fish, had the ladder prepared, 

and off we went to where we figured good sized kings would be about.  With much 

excitement we fixed the fish in the ladder, and in no time, we had 8 fish nervously 

swimming in circles while we banged on the bottom of the boat, peering over the side 

watching for a pod of decent fish.  

 

Well, it took about three minutes when the first bump-bump occurred on the fish ladder. 

We never saw it, but two fish were gone. It works we said as we dropped the ladder back 

with two more fish to replace the ones we lost. 

 

Then in rather quick succession bump, bump eight times. By now my girlfriend was in 

hysterics. These two mature men thinking they could outsmart an experienced and 

seasoned kingfish. Skipper and I looked at each other and burst out laughing with her. The 

skipper did not carry grog on the boat, but he did on this occasion, we had planned a picnic 

in deep cove. We pulled out two more camp chairs, removed the top on a bottle of pinot 

noir, and celebrated fish a lot smarter than we were. Definitely not in habit of drinking at 

8.00am in the morning, but this seemed an appropriate celebration, We toasted well fed, 

thanks to us, our king fish friends.  

 

This morning was different. We were fishing south of sisters. Bait fish were visible. 

Kahawai schools were plentiful. Skipper heaved to and looked about: I watched as he 

reached out with his 20+ years of well-honed senses: This’ll do.  

 

The plan was to lay out lot of line, good sized green, orange and white streamer, about 6 

inches, and I was to retrieve for all my worth, fast as I could get line in.  

 

We anchored. The skipper drifted the boat back on rope warp.  I was using floating line 

with 10-foot sinking tip and 6-foot leader, so we figured depth of lure on retrieve about 5-

6 feet. Water depth was shallow, 25 feet, a big king could travel that distance with a single 

beat of its tail if it wanted the lure.  
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I cast about 60 feet, then released another 60 feet as the skipper pulled boat back up on 

warp. Then I propped rod in corner and retrieved it as fast as I could. On the third retrieve, 

a fish struck.  

 

I held it very gentle pressure while the skipper eased the anchor warp overboard on float, 

then we nursed the fish into deeper water. It meekly followed. By the time we were ready 

to fight it, I had the drag up to 9 kg. We were nervous, being unsure how strong the fish 

really was. But, after 40 meters, the fish stopped. I leaned back on the rod, using  all the 

strength in my Sage RPLXi 996 but leaving enough in the rod to cushion any fish reaction. 

I turned the fish; We knew then we had it.  

 

It took another 20-minutes, but we landed the biggest king on fly I have caught, 14.8 kg. 

The skipper judged the fish not exhausted, and not done by lactic acid, so we released it. 

We can get feed of young kings at Rocky Point any day.  

 

It was still only mid-morning, but we judged we had earned a rest, and retreated to deep 

cove to have a coffee and sandwich before having some fun in the big schools about Piercy 

Island. 

   

Fishing does not get better than that.  

 

 

WILDLIFE ACT REVIEW 

 

You may have seen media reports about the Labour Party’s proposed repeal and 

replacement of the Wildlife Act. 

 

You can find a link to the full announcement here and a Newshub story here. 

 

We have been aware of possible changes to the Wildlife Act, however the scale and pace 

of the reforms is a concern. Conservation Minister Willow-Jean Prime gave me a heads-up 

about the policy on Saturday. 

  

Why Does This Matter? 

Along with the Conservation Act, the Wildlife Act is Fish & Game’s primary governing 

statute, setting out the sustainable management of valued introduced species as a food 

source and their place in New Zealand. 

  

 

 

https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-pulcud-dtdikuuum-y/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-pulcud-dtdikuuum-j/
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What Is Fish & Game’s Position? 

We are concerned at the implications of this reform on Fish & Game, licence holders, 

freshwater species, game birds and their habitats. 

  

What is particularly disappointing is Fish & Game has not been given the opportunity to 

fully participate in this process to date and the Labour Party has set a very ambitious 

timeline for what is an incredibly complex piece of legislation. 

 

We support the protection of endangered or threatened species and agree that legislative 

frameworks needs to provide the tools to ensure these species exist now and into the future. 

Any reform also needs to ensure mana whenua rights and aspirations are recognised and 

gives full effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

  

What Fish & Game Is Calling For 

What we need is workable legislation which protects indigenous species and ensures the 

sustainable management of valued introduced species for the benefit of all Kiwis and 

recognises and empowers people, communities, the Game Animal Council and Fish & 

Game’s conservation efforts. 

  

Sports fish and game birds have an indispensable place in New Zealand's cultural heritage 

and ecosystems, existing in tandem with indigenous species. Sports fish and game are also 

a valued food resource for families and communities. 

  

In crafting a new wildlife framework, it will be important to retain Fish & Game’s statutory 

mandate, which has been pivotal in managing sports fish and game populations and 

protecting and enhancing New Zealand’s environment. 

 

As you know, Fish & Game is New Zealand’s leading freshwater champion. Without Fish 

& Game, this country will lose a key advocate for the health of our rivers and lakes. 

 

This announcement comes hot on the heels of changes to the Natural and Built 

Environment Bill (NBE) following a campaign by Fish & Game and our licence holders. 

 

In a statement to Parliament about the changes, Environment Minister David Parker 

applauded the work of Fish & Game. He told Parliament that New Zealand needs to protect 

the habitat of trout and salmon and praised Fish & Game’s environmental advocacy. 

  

Next Steps 

We have been working to strengthen our relationships with all political parties and policy-

makers over the past 12 months. While this announcement is concerning, we are in a strong 

position to secure a positive outcome for Fish & Game and licence holders. 
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The New Zealand Council has allocated resources and authorised me to lead Fish & 

Game’s response and advocacy on this issue. We will be issuing a media release today. 

Our licence holders played a key role in securing changes to the NBE Bill through Our 

Future campaign. We now have a new challenge in front of us and we will be working hard 

on your behalf. 

 

We will continue to keep you informed. If you have any questions, please email us. 

 

Corina Jordan - Chief Executive - New Zealand Fish and Game Council 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE 

 

As some of you will know we have a new Club Website. The address is still the same 

https://nsff.org.nz/  but the website itself is all new. Please do take the time to have a good 

look around it. 

 

Just to name a few of the new features, we now have a Brag Page (where you can show off 

your latest catch), a Trading Post Page (where you can buy and sell 2nd hand gear), and a 

Club Calendar (where you can see all the upcoming Club Trips, as well as all the Club 

Nights for the next year). 

 

 

FISHING FUNNIES 

 

https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-pulcud-dtdikuuum-t/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-pulcud-dtdikuuum-t/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-pulcud-dtdikuuum-i/
https://nsff.org.nz/
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President - Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna                       dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary - Mike Martindale   489 1082   Takapuna         miketmartindale@gmail.com       

Treasurer - Barrie Barnes  021 925 006 Glenfield            barrie@iloveflyfishing.kiwi  

Magazine - Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay                  iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee – Allen French   021 1018 838 Birkdale   a_bfrench@hotmail.com  

Members      Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote           maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

           Neil Smit   021 274 5625 West Harbour        neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz  

    

             
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 
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