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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 

A recent phone conversation with an old fishing buddy which was (supposedly) 

a quick catchup, immediately became a series of long reminiscences about the “ 

good old days”. While we had fished many areas together, the most frequently 

mentioned destination was Lake Aniwhenua at Galatea. During the 1980’s and 

into the 1990’s, Lake Aniwhenua was regarded as a trophy lake in much the 

same way as Lake Otamangakau . So much so, that they were often simply 

referred to as the “Big A” and the “Big O”. 

 

Lake Aniwhenua is a small and shallow hydro lake on the Rangitaiki River 
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upstream from Lake Matahina, a second hydro lake from where the river flows 

to its mouth in the Bay of Plenty. While the conversation wandered around a bit, 

our most enthusiastic recollections always came back to the early season trips in 

October and November when notwithstanding the rigours of spawning activity, 

most fish, both rainbows and browns, had recovered to such an extent that many 

of them were in excess of 4 kg’s. During that time, there was a species of weed 

in the lake which proliferated. It was described as a “net weed” as it formed 

large 3-dimensional masses creating huge areas for snails and other 

invertebrates but not so dense that fish were still able to swim through with 

open mouths “hoovering up” their meals with minimum effort. In fact, when 

cleaning the few fish which were kept, the gut was generally packed with the 

weed but within which there were thousands of nutritious food items. 

 

Unfortunately, (purely from an angler’s perspective), this weed proved to be a 

huge problem for the power company operating the hydro station and 

eventually, a comprehensive spraying program largely eliminated the plants and 

with it, the easy pickings for the fish. However, prior to that time, there were 

very few times when we didn’t enjoy or see other anglers battling some huge 

fish. An example of the “trophy category” was a magnificent 8kg rainbow jack 

caught by Graeme Ryder, who, together with his wife Joan, owned and ran 

Aniwhenua Lodge, close to the lake edge about a kilometre or so up from the 

dam. We always stayed in one of the modest cabins from where a 2 minute 

downhill walk put you on the lake foreshore. To wet the appetite for action, a 

quick look through the office door at the beautifully mounted trophy, would 

certainly put a “spring in your step”. 

 

That fish was caught in the nearby Horomanga River, a small tributary of the 

Rangitaiki entering the main stem from the eastern (true right) side and an 

important spawning river for the lake inhabitants. When you see the 

Horomanga, it is actually quite a shallow stream but can nonetheless 

accommodate many of the leviathans when the reproductive urge takes them. 

Probably the most memorable trip to Aniwhenua was in Late October 1994 

when the intention had been to cater for our Friday night meal but to catch and 

keep a “smaller” fish on the Saturday for dinner. In spite of our best efforts, of 

the more than 20 fish brought to the net that day, all were in excess of 4kg’s so 

an urgent trip up the road to the Koropuki takeaway shop before closing time at 

least meant we didn’t go hungry! 

 

My last but abiding memory of “the one that got away” relates to a miserable, 

wet weekend when the lake looked like milk chocolate from all of the runoff 

and I decided to use a fast sinking line and a bright, lime-green booby fly so I 
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could at least sit down from time to time rather than stand and face the wind and 

rain.  

 

My mistake was to use my old Shakespeare “ multiplier” reel which had 

internal gears, doubling the speed of the spool for each wind and enabling quick 

recovery of slack line. Out of the blue and totally unexpectedly, a massive pull 

on the line and very little drag sent the reel into a rapid spin out to the backing 

which then proceeded to throw a loop under the outer frame and around the 

aforementioned internal gears! While I was frantically trying to disassemble the 

reel to free up the backing, my buddy yelled out, ##!! look at that! That’s right, 

an absolutely massive rainbow jumped about 40 metres away, shook its head a 

couple of times and that, as they say, was that. At least, I had a witness and we 

both reckoned it could match or at least go close to Graeme’s one on the lodge 

office wall. 

 

Memories are great things so I would encourage everyone to get out there and 

make some of your own. 

 

Dave Symes 

President. 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

I had planned to sneak down to the Coromandel yesterday for a cheeky mid-weeker, but a 

very mixed weather forecast and a soft attitude on my part prevented it happening. 

Hopefully I will have a report by Club Night next week. 

 

Rotorua 

Reports from the Ohau Channel, where Lake Rotorua empties into Lake Rotoiti, were that 

the fishing was very good. There were Smelt present in big numbers and consequently 

there were Trout present in big numbers too!  

 

You can see from the picture of Fikrits fish just how much these fish love Smelt, there have 

to be over 100 inside it’s gut at least. 
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Opening week at the Ohau Channel. Fikrit 

couldn’t stop catching them and they were 

absolutely chocka with Smelt. Photo courtesy of 

Fikrit Chinassi. 

 

 

Contrastingly Russell was out on Rotoiti in his 

boat this week and found it very hard. He 

usually catches a lot of fish with his jigging set 

up but this time he and his fishing buddy really 

struggled. 

 

The Rotorua tributaries are still all closed in 

their upper sections but fishing in the lower 

reaches through the township of Ngongotaha is 

still permitted, and the word is that there have 

been some very nice fresh fish being taken. 

 

 

Taupo 

Lots of reports coming back from Turangi. 

There has been a significant late season flood 

and as a consequence a big run of late season 

fresh fish have entered the rivers. Barrie, Lloyd, 

Mike and Simon made a trip down there last 

week and caught up with Pawel. They did very 

well, catching good numbers of very good 

quality fish. 

 

Lake Otamangakau is starting to fish a bit better but still very hit and miss. Flies that have 

been working here are the old favourites, Blood Worm and Damsel Fly patterns. 

 

The Tauranga Taupo has had another good run of freshies as well and is producing some 

great fishing. Most successful flies have been the trusty Glo Bugs. 
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Lloyd with a late season fresh run Tongariro Rainbow, taken last week. Photo courtesy of 

Mike Martindale. 
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Saltwater  
No reports unfortunately. 

 

Fishy Tales  

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish. 

 

 

SUBS  

 

These are now way overdue. If you haven’t paid yet please do so as soon as possible! 

  

At the AGM it was decided that we would return to our pre-covid Subscription Rates. 

 

Adult – $80 (full year)  

Family – $90 (full year)  

Student – $30 (Anyone currently enrolled in full time study, be it School, University, or  

Polytec) 

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word SUBS 

as a reference);  

 Or by Cash on a Club Night.  

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had Johan Kok talking to us. It was a very enjoyable night and thank you 

once again Johan. 

  

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 17th OCTOBER 7.30 PM  

 

This month we have Aaron West talking to us. Aaron will be talking about sight fishing in 

general and the 3 core fundamentals: Getting the Fish to Eat Your Fly / Knowing the Fish 

is Eating Your Fly / Hooking and Landing the Fish. 

 

Aaron started fishing for Trout by using worms when he was only 8. He has since gone on 

to make a record number of podium finishes in the NZ Competition Fishing scene, with 2 

bronze, 4 silvers, and crowned national champ 4 times. He has represented NZ 9 times, 
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including 5 World Champs, with the highlight being part of the NZ team that won the silver 

medal at the World Champs here in NZ in 2008. 

 

He has recently returned to the sport to help share his passion to those keen to learn. He is 

currently the development officer for Sport Fly Fishing NZ (SFFNZ), and enjoys mentoring 

new anglers into the sport, as well as helping those that have aspirations to represent NZ. 

   

This is sure to be an interesting night and we hope to see you all there. 

 

 

Aaron with a sight fished Rainbow. 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

In this ever changing world, there are few things that have remained constant for me. The 

chance of hooking a nice trout still excites and thrills me to this day....just as it did when I 

was a kid. I like that! 

M A Bookout 
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CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes 

by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi . 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

 

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Gary Bolstad  Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even  Mobile 022 379 3070 

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &         gd.bolstad@gmail.com  

Game and Taupo season licences so keen 

to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to  

go most of the time. 

Derek Robinson          Retired available most times keen to do  Ph   4437311 

Waikato streams and most other things.  Mob: 0212 595 371 

        pamanddek@outlook.com   

 

 

CLUB TROPHIES 

 

Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club 

Member during the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder is Ron Blair. 
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Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person 

who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this 

happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Allen French! 

 

Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member 

during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the 

Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst. 

 

I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most 

species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder 

is Johan Kok. 

 

Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days. 

One day on a Lake and one day on a River.  

 

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy. Due to a forecast ‘Weather Bomb’ this was cancelled last year, but keep an eye 

out for announcements on the date for this years event. 

 

The winner of this years River section is Simon Hoole. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

Most aspects of human endeavour have collected their share of dogma and cant. Trout 

fishing is one sport where a short-sighted, blinkered view of how things could and should 

be done is rife amongst a self-appointed 'elite'. There are some in this sport of ours, 

thankfully only a very few, that consider it some kind of duty to mystify and ritualise trout 

fishing. Most of these seem to be in the dry-fly-fishing fraternity. They try to imbue trout 

fishing with an almost religious mysticism, complete with rituals and conventions. These 

'purists' attach themselves to one form of trout fishing and will brook no deviation from 

this 'pure' practice. Bah and humbug! If you are new to fishing for trout and you 

encounter someone who tries to convert you to 'one way', quickly run one way - away. 

Tony Bishop - Fishing Smarter for Trout 1998 
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BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period April 1st to March 31st . Prize awarded at AGM in April.  

Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter. 

 

 

NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st April in one year to 31st March in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club 

Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY  

Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having 

a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something 

there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee 

Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter). 

 

Club Videos 

Flyfishing with Dave McLallan June 2015 (15 DVD’s) 

New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s) 

Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier 

Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson 

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production 

Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting 

Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume I Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick 
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The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz 

Fly Fishing in NZ 

Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing 

SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April Vokey and others 

Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon 

Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing 

Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter 

NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs) 

Snapper Secrets (vol 2) 

Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3) 

How to Fish Rapala Lures 

Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1 

Fly Fishing For Reservoit Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church 

Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas 

Fishing in Fiordland 

Wee Wets and Small Drys 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2022 – 2023  

 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes – FEB 2024 

March – Lake Otamangakau – MAR 2024 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes –MAY 2024 

June – Tongariro – Club River Fishing Competition – JUN 2024 

July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo – JUL 2024 

September – Tauranga Taupo – SEP 2023 

November – Lake based Club Competition Trip –NOV 2023 

December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested) 

December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2023 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 
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Barrie with another prime late running Tongariro Rainbow, and his net man Mike in the 

background. Photo courtesy of Lloyd Altham. 

 

 

DECEMBER CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU 

 

I am proposing the weekend of 8th 9th 10th December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) with 

a number of us arriving on Thursday the 7th.  

 

While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished 

from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge, 

offers a big range of casting positions.  

 

Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can 

go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly! 

 

By December, the Trout are in ‘eating’ mode, with lots of insect activity, providing some 

fantastic fishing activity. The fish are in fantastic condition, big, fat and powerful! 
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Costs will be $50 per person per night.  

 

The Accommodation is your own little room with 2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other for 

your gear. 

 

There are shared cooking facilities. 

 

I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, please 

let me know ASAP.  

 

Dave Symes   - Ph: 09 486-6257 -   Email:      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
Jimmy with the sort of fish that the Big O can provide. Photo courtesy of Jimmy Teen. 
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TRIPS OFFICER – NSFFC 

June 2023 

 

Following the tabling of suggestions on how to grow the club membership at the last AGM, 

a recruitment proposal was compiled and submitted by Graham Little (with thanks). 

 

In the last committee meeting, we discussed methods of growing club membership. 

Through this discussion, it was agreed that we do get a steady stream of new members but 

it would be more important to find ways to retain these new members, as many of them did 

not return after a few months.  

 

It was felt that there were insufficient club trips / events to keep new and prospective 

members interested and that NSFFC should arrange more frequent trips and activities, and 

to do this, we need a trips / events officer. 

 

We are therefore looking for a club member to become the club trips / events officer who, 

in consultation with members and the committee, would draw up an annual list of trips and 

events and co-ordinate them. He / she would not need to attend these trips but if they chose 

to do so, the club would consider reimbursing them for fuel and costs. 

 

It is foreseen that the trips officer would announce upcoming events and then call for 

interested members. From that list, someone could be nominated to arrange and lead each 

trip (bookings, catering, transport etc). 

 

There are a number of annual club trips and competitions that will still form the backbone 

of the list but additional events could include day trips for both salt and fresh water fly 

fishing, novice training days, gear maintenance days, fishy photography competitions, fly 

tying and many more. 

 

This would be an ideal task for a well experienced fly fisherman who is looking for some 

new challenges or an elder fisherman who is no longer able to fish but wishes to be engaged 

in the club. 

 

For further information, please contact one of the committee members. 
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TAURANGA TAUPO CLUB TRIP REPORT – KERERU LODGE 

Maurice Parlane 

 

Eight NSFF anglers descended on Kereru Lodge on Thu 28th September for the inaugural 

Tt Trip.  Thanks to Terry Neary for the suggestion to plan a trip to the lodge which gives 

easy access to the upper reaches of the river and some snag free fishing below the winter 

limit. 

  

We could not have timed the trip better with river levels at 0.7m (flooded) early Thursday 

but falling.  The river was clouded but fishable and not safe to cross.    

 

Access needed to the Lodge be arranged with the lodge owner as forestry crews are still 

clearing timber from the damage earlier in the year.  Our host told us that some 10,000 ha 

are being cleared.  So the road is closed as 140 logging trucks use it daily. 

  

The advance party arrived at 1pm and were escorted through the closed road to the 

lodge.  A second group arrived at 5pm.  We were able to fish the river due to the extended 

daylight and a few fish were caught. 

  

The river level dropped overnight to a fishable 0.5m and Friday proved to be a fantastic 

day’s fishing with everyone getting well-conditioned fish.  Some anglers catching in excess 

of 20 fish.   

  

The Lodge has a fantastic outdoor dining area with an open fire, so we had three great 

evenings in this communal area.  It was still very cold in the evenings!!    

 

Sunday fishing was equally as good, there was some rain overnight, but not the forecast 

amount.  The fishing remained good, and the river level continued to fall.  Sunday’s fish 

were plentiful, but perhaps less well conditioned fish.  Still plenty were caught 

  

Kereru lodge is well appointed and comfortable and the fishing access is great.  It can take 

up to 12 anglers.  We had 8 booked this year, but have booked another trip for late 

September 2024.  While we had great weather, and river levels and the fishing was 

awesome, this river and the weather can be changeable.  Just 3 weeks earlier the river was 

very difficult and low at 0.15m 
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The Winter upper limit on the Tauranga Taupo. Photo courtesy of Maurice Parlane. 

 

 
John Cuthbertson with a lovely Rainbow, just one of many. Photo courtesy of Maurice 

Parlane. 
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JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

1. The inventor of the treadmill died at the age of 54. 

 

2. The inventor of gymnastics died at the age of 57. 

 

3. The world body building champion died at the age of 41. 

 

4. The best footballer in the world Maradona, died at the age of 60. 

 

5. James Fuller Fixx credited with helping start America's fitness revolution by 

popularizing the sport of running died of a heart attack while jogging at 52 

years of age. 

 

However ....... 

 

6. The KFC inventor died at 94. 

 

7. Inventor of Nutella brand died at the age of 88. 

 

8.Imagine, cigarette maker Winston died at the age of 102. 

 

9. The inventor of opium died at the age of 116 in an earthquake. 

 

10. And the Hennessey Liquor inventor died at 98. 

 

The rabbit is always jumping up and down but it lives for only 2 years and the turtle that 

doesn't exercise at all, lives 400 years. 

 

So, take some rest, chill, stay cool, eat, drink and enjoy your life!!!! 

 

And GO FISHING. 
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IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR LICENCE HOLDERS: GOLD CLAMS ISSUE 

Fish & Game NZ Press Release  

 

You may have seen reports about 

steps to restrict access to Lake 

Okataina near Rotorua amid iwi 

concerns about the spread of the 

invasive species gold clam. 

 

We know many anglers will be 

worried about the situation, 

especially on the eve of the new 

fishing season. 

 

Fish & Game New Zealand is closely monitoring the situation and  working with mana 

whenua, Te Arawa Lakes Trust and the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) to 

understand the risks of gold clams spreading from the Waikato River to the Rotorua lakes. 

 

We’re also looking at the science to better understand what this means for the health of 

freshwater and native and valued introduced species. 

 

Gold clams have been confirmed in the Waikato River since May 2023 and, fortunately, 

have not been discovered elsewhere. This invasive species is mainly spread by boats with 

a ballast system, such as wake boats for water skiing and wake boarding. MPI has assessed 

there is little risk of freshwater clams being spread by anglers, and boats used for trout 

fishing have no need for ballast systems. 

  

Fish & Game Concerned 

We’re deeply concerned about discussions to close Lake Okataina, particularly given the 

Waikato River system and Lake Karapiro are under next to no restrictions by MPI. 

We believe MPI and Waikato Regional Council should be taking much stronger measures 

to prevent the spread of gold clams to other regions, in particular, investing more resources 

into isolating the gold clam at ‘ground-zero’ in the Waikato River. 

We believe other steps, such as a wash station at boat ramps, should have been installed as 

soon as the gold clams were discovered. 

  

Good Bio-Security Practices 

Fish & Game has led the way in adopting good biosecurity practices at rivers and lakes 

across the country. This has included banning felt-soled waders and spearheading the 

advocacy of the ‘check, clean, dry’ steps for angling gear, which is also recommended to 

prevent the spread of gold clams. 
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Fish & Game is urging anglers to continue following good biosecurity practices, including 

checking, cleaning and drying all gear and alert MPI if you see the clams. 

We will continue to keep you updated about the situation. 

  

Corina Jordan - Chief Executive - New Zealand Fish and Game Council 

 

 
Pawel and Simon out early and back late, swinging the Tongariro. Photo courtesy of 

Simon Hoole, via the ILFF website. 
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EASTERN FISH & GAME REEL LIFE SEPTEMBER 2023 

 

Right: Young Corbijn van de Wetering 

looks delighted with his first trout, a 

Tarawera beauty! 

 

Check, Clean And Dry Message More 

Important Than Ever!   

Our Check, Clean and dry message is 

even more important this year with the 

discovery of freshwater gold clam in the 

Waikato region. Due to the recent 

invasion of the Waikato River by the 

highly invasive gold clam it is critical 

that boats used in the Waikato River are 

not moved to other waterways until they 

are properly decontaminated.  The 

Waikato River is full of invasive species 

like hornwort, catfish, and koi carp. 

When it comes to biosecurity our licence 

holders are amongst the most educated 

and responsible group of recreational 

users in New Zealand.  The didymo 

outbreak has prepared us as an 

organisation to be proactive about 

biosecurity and a big part of our social 

licence is based on our ongoing 

vigilance. One of the worst things you 

can do as an angler is to leave the boat ramp with weed on your trailer as it signals to other 

users that anglers don’t care about biosecurity and need to be regulated to prevent the 

spread of invasive species. It may take years to detect an invasive species, so it is important 

to Check, Clean and Dry (CCD) wherever you use your fishing equipment. If you do use 

your boat in the Waikato River please follow the CCD advise on the MPI web site. 

 

Datawatch Tagged Trout 

Tagged trout can now be entered online. Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 free 

whole-season fishing licences: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6 
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Eastern Region Fishing Diaries – All Lakes And Streams 

Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region. 

Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from 

Kilwell: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3  

 

Tight Lines - Mark Sherburn - Eastern Fish & Game                                     

 

 

AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH & GAME REEL LIFE SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
Above: Auckland/Waikato fishing locations 

 

It Is Time To Start Planning Opening Weekend! (Month) 

Our rivers are in great shape and opening day is just around the corner, so it is time to start 

planning. 

Don’t wait until the last second to start scouting and planning, now is the time to book in 

your trip and get prepared. 

 

Buying your licence early will save you time and hassle. If you plan on visiting some new 

water for the opener, now is the time to knock on doors for access or start looking up fishing 

spots on Outdoor Access Maps (WAMS). Our staff have listed hundreds of fishing spots 
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for you to explore. If you need advice for an opening day trip check out our Fishing Travel 

Guide or give us a call 07 849-1666.   

 

Don’t Bring The Gold Clam With You On Opening Day 

Due to the recent invasion of the Waikato River by the highly invasive gold clam, it is 

critical that boats used in the Waikato River are not moved to other waterways until they 

are properly decontaminated.  

 

Hornwort on a trailer: photo: Taranaki 

Regional Council 

 

The Waikato River is full of invasive 

species like hornwort, catfish, and koi 

carp. When it comes to biosecurity our 

licence holders are amongst the most 

educated and responsible group of 

recreational users in New Zealand.  

 

The didymo outbreak has prepared us as 

an organisation to be proactive about 

biosecurity and a big part of our social licence is based on our ongoing vigilance. 

 

If the spread of gold clams is linked to fishing or fishing vessels, you can expect closures 

of unaffected waterways. 

 

One of the worst things you can do as an angler is to leave the boat ramp with weed on 

your trailer, as it signals to other users that anglers don’t care about biosecurity and need 

to be regulated to prevent the spread of invasive species. 

 

It may take years to detect an invasive species, so it is important to Check, Clean and Dry 

(CCD) wherever you use your fishing equipment. 

 

Gold Clams At Lake Karapiro 

If you plan to fish outside the Auckland/Waikato Region on 

opening day, make sure you don’t use your boat in the 

Waikato River the week prior. 

 

If you do use your boat in the Waikato River please  follow 

the CCD advise on the MPI web site. 
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If you have any questions please call our office 07 849-1666 and if you think you have 

spotted the clam report it on the MPI web page. 

 

Plenty Of Browns In The Waikato (Only A Couple Weeks Till The Lower Waikato 

River Trout Contest) 

Post spawning many of the regions big brown trout move into the Lower Waikato River to 

feed until the river heats up in late October or early December. 

 

Now is the time to fish the Waikato River from Karapiro Dam all they way down to 

Mercer.   

 

Most of the trout in the Waikato come out of the Waipa River so Ngāruawāhia is a great 

spot for hungry fish. 

 

The Lower Waikato River Trout Fishing Contest will be Thursday, October 12th to 

Sunday, October 15th, for more information check out the competition web 

page https://www.crossrhodesband.com/brown-trout. 

 

Tight lines - Adam Daniel - Aucklad Waikato Fish & Game 

 

 

ANGLERS DISAPPOINTED AT CLOSURE OF POPULAR BAY OF PLENTY 

FISHING LAKE  

Fish and Game 6:26PM, 28 September 2023 

 

The decision to stop access to Lake Ōkataina near Rotorua, due to concerns about the 

potential spread of the invasive gold clam species, is a blow to anglers on the eve of the 

opening of the fishing season and raises questions over the response to the biosecurity 

incursion, says Fish & Game New Zealand. 

 

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) today announced it was issuing a ‘Controlled 

Area Notice’ (CAN) to close the lake for a month based on the biosecurity threat from gold 

clams, effective from the 1st of October. 

 

Fish & Game New Zealand Chair Barrie Barnes says he understood concerns raised by Te 

Arawa Lakes Trust and Ngāti Tarāwhai. 

 

"However, this controlled area notice is concerning because the Waikato River system and 

Lake Karapiro, where the clams were first confirmed, remain subject to minimal 

restrictions imposed by MPI. Since then, the clams have also spread to Lake Maraetai. 
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"We believe MPI and the Waikato Regional Council should have adopted more stringent 

measures at ground zero to prevent the spread of gold clams to other regions. Planning to 

carry out more surveillance measures in Rotorua waterways and planning trials to 

determine the feasibility of suppressing the clam population in the Waikato in November 

is closing the barn door after the horse has bolted! 

 

"It is disappointing that MPI and the council have not allocated more resources to contain 

the gold clam issue at its source in the Waikato River. We feel that precautionary measures 

like installing wash stations at boat ramps should have been implemented as soon as the 

presence of gold clams was confirmed not months later." 

 

Biosecurity New Zealand’s Technical Advisory Group Report into the threat of gold clams 

identified internal ballast water in boats or the online trade of aquarium animals as possible 

ways the invasive species spread. Examples of vessels with ballast systems are some wake 

boats used for water skiing and wakeboarding. However, these activities have continued 

unrestricted. 

 

Fish & Game has been at the forefront of promoting effective biosecurity practices at rivers 

and lakes nationwide, Barnes says. 

 

"This includes the prohibition of felt-soled waders and advocacy for the 'check, clean, dry' 

approach for angling gear, which is also recommended to prevent the spread of gold 

clams." 

 

"We ask our anglers, many of whom have fished the opening at Ōkataina for many years 

and is part of their family tradition, to enjoy the many other lakes that the region has to 

offer on Sunday. They can hopefully return for their traditional Ōkataina fishing at a second 

opening of the season when the CAN is lifted and appropriate measures are put in place." 

 

The Rotorua lakes attract between 120,000 and 150,000 angler days per season. Lake 

Ōkataina is recognised as one of the premier 'trophy' rainbow trout lakes within the Rotorua 

lakes fishery, offering a pristine fishing environment with high-quality trout. Fish & 

Game's National Angler Survey reveals that approximately 6,000 to 7,000 angler days are 

recorded at Lake Ōkataina each season. 

 

With the fishing season opening on October 1, Fish & Game encourages anglers to continue 

adhering to sound biosecurity practices, which include inspecting, cleaning, and drying all 

equipment and promptly reporting any sightings of the clams to MPI. 

 

The freshwater gold clam, originally from eastern Asia, was first identified along a segment 

of the Waikato River in May 2023. These clams reproduce rapidly, forming sizable 
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populations that can obstruct water-related infrastructure, including electricity generation 

facilities, irrigation systems, and water treatment plants. As filter feeders, they have the 

potential to compete with native species for resources. 

 

 

WHEN DOLPHINS COME FOR LUNCH 

By Graham Little 

 

We were headed for the schools about Piercy Island, Hole-in-the-Rock. It was late summer, 

dull day, bit blustery, overcast, but still warm. We knew it would be lumpy outside, so we 

were cruising down the Bay before nipping across to the Island to fish for a few hours. We 

had nothing special in mind, just a day on the water was always a good day. Fishing added 

some extra fun. Due the weather, it was not early, around 9, we cruised lazily in a relaxed, 

but subdued mood. 

 

About half-way down the bay a small pod of dolphins turned up and began frolic about the 

boat. We had seen lots of dolphins, so we were not especially interested, until the big one 

drifted in close. Big! Does not really capture it.  

 

Boat was 32 feet, this animal, comfortably two thirds of the boat. And curious. It was a 

distinctive animal, with big nick out of its dorsal fin. It came to within a few feet of the 

boat. My partner climbed out through the anchor well and leaned out over the bow to get a 

better look at it. She stretched to get her head and shoulders to the bow rail, then reached 

down with her hand, suffice to say, she could not reach far beyond the boat, but rather than 

being cautious it came in close she was no more than 2-3 feet from touching it, and it did 

its part to enable contact. An amazing moment.  

 

The small pod hung about for a few more minutes, then was gone as we got close to the 

channel to the ocean. My partner spoke excitedly, of looking into its eyes, I well understood 

the feeling. Just more learning about how smart other species might be. 

 

When we got outside, it was lumpy. North of Piercy was decidedly lumpy. With no 

structure or pattern, and with a swirling breeze, we bounced about quite a bit making 

casting awkward. We shifted to south of Piercy, taking shelter in the lee of the island, still 

not calm, but easier, and casting much easier.  

 

We got onto a big school of Kahawai. Not close packed, quite widespread, but feeding hard 

on bait fish. Spread over 300-400 meters square. I fished merrily for 4 hours. Landing about 

3-4 fish an hour. I played with different tippet strengths and types of fly. I call it pottering, 

I can easily lose myself for hours, just pottering. My partner had bought a book, and the 

skipper, well he did whatever skippers did while their charter client pottered. Hardly a word 
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was said for 4 hours.  

 

Then the fish were gone. Pottering over!  

 

I looked about, but there was no sign of fish. The sea had also quietened off. Nothing. I 

looked about at the skipper, he looked up, and shrugged which said, ‘fish do that’. He began 

to check the depth sounder/fish finder. 

 

Well, I said, where are they? My partner dragged herself out of the book, with a quizzical 

look that said why am I being disturbed. 

 

There still here, he said, huge school tight packed about 70 feet down.  

 

Time for lunch? she said. I had been enjoying my pottering, I scowled at her. She just 

laughed and returned to her book. 

 

The skipper called out, Graham, and nodded north. We had drifted a bit, now sitting about 

200 meters below Piercy. We could make out clearly a pod of dolphin romping through the 

gap between Piercy and Dog Rock. There were five of them, the big one we recognized, 

with the distinctive nick out of its fin. Even from the distance, we imagined the glint in 

their eyes … lunch! The kahawai would have heard them coming long before we saw them. 

 

My partner firmly closed her book, Good, she said, I was getting hungry. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

In this ever changing world, there are few things that have remained constant for me. The 

chance of hooking a nice trout still excites and thrills me to this day....just as it did when I 

was a kid. I like that! 

M A Bookout 
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Pawel netting another bar of silver. The boys really did have a good time! Photo courtesy 

of Simon Hoole. 

 

HOPES FOR NOVEMBER BROWN BEETLE BUZZ TIME  

By Tony Orman – From NZFFA Website 

  

The last several years of summer trout fishing have been frustrating here in Marlborough. 

Not so much for the aspects of guides and anglers exerting unceasing, injudicious 

detrimental pressure on unique back country rivers like the Wairau and a couple of once 

lovely tributaries, but for the weather. 

 

Damn it, climate change is unavoidable. I’m not referring to Man’s influence with 

emissions and the theory of global warming but to weather’s cyclic nature as a natural 
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course of events. You see to my disappointment a favourite time of my trout fishing is 

around November when the brown beetle hatch. 

 

Given warm, balmy evenings trout go dotty over the buzzing insects plopping into the 

river from bankside grass and willows. It’s a fantastic fishing time of only short duration, 

perhaps three or four weeks at the most, but more or less, during November.  

 

I said “more or less” for the reason that over the last few years in Marlborough and other 

New Zealand regions,  November’s weather has been punctuated by cool easterlies. Beetle 

hatches are best during warmer, balmy evenings - the cool easterlies stifle the hatches. 

I’ve got my fingers crossed for this coming November that cool easterlies will revert to 

yesteryears and be few and far between. 

 

Trout And Latin 

The brown beetle’s latin name is “Costelytra zealandica” but who cares really? Trout 

don’t  because they don’t know Latin.  Nor do I. I took Latin in the 5th form and struggled 

with it and chucked it in favour of art. Stupid youth! 

 

Brown beetle are the bane of gardeners because  buzzing swarms can defoliate fruit trees 

in just a few nights. Gardeners, orchardists and pastoral farmers hate them. But trout love 

them. And I love brown beetle time. 

 

On a warm, balmy evening the beetles hatch and can swarm with sometimes a loud 

buzzing on willows. Inevitably a good few drop onto the water. Trout respond quickly and 

settle into a steady feeding rhythm. The hatch brings out the very big trout. 

 

In local rivers I’ve had good hefty browns of 2 kg to 3 kgs - and even bigger.  

 

In the half light, it’s virtually impossible to see an imitation dry fly but you have a pretty 

good idea where it is. So when a gentle rise occurs where you guess your fly to be, you 

don’t have a clue how big the fish might be. Several seasons back on a warm, balmy 

evening with beetles buzzing everywhere and trout slurping the surface in the half light,  I 

hooked into a fish that I played to just beyond my feet on the grassy bank. By torchlight 

in the crystal clear water, I could it was huge, well into double figures in pounds weight. 

 

Twelve Pounds? Fifteen pounds? I can only guess but it was an outsize fish. 
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Net Too Small 

The big brown made ponderous yet powerful circuits of the crystal clear water in front of 

me. Rod in my left hand I reached with my right for the landing net. 

 

The landing net looked puny. I managed to get the net ready, when the giant fish made 

another surge. 

 

I felt an odd resistance then the leader snapped. My reaction was a contrasting mix of 

disappointment and relief. I would’ve released the monster anyhow. On reflection it was 

a satisfying result - no one won. It was a draw between a big fish and angler. 

 

Next morning in daylight I returned, mystified as to why the nylon tippet had broken. For 

night fishing and with the greater likelihood of a big fish particularly at beetle time I end 

to a heavy tippet of 3 kgs or even more. In daylight it was revealed the trout had swam 

under an underwater old willow branch embedded in the silt. 

 

I’ve been broken by other browns too but I doubt if as big as the one I just told of. 

 

The exciting aspect with fishing to the rising fish in the dim fading light, you cannot tell 

how big the trout is. It might be just an average kilo or two or it might be a four, five or 

six kilo leviathan. 

 

To the uninitiated the brown beetle weeks can be frustrating. The usual dry flies will not 

work. I was not even aware if the importance of the brown beetle in the 1960s. It was then 

I first encountered the brown beetle “hatch” on Hawkes Bay’s Tukituki River not far from 

Havelock North. Naturally it was a November dusk. Behind Te Mata Peak downstream 

from Rochfort Road there was a big willow tree overhanging a pool. In the half light, I 

found several fish rising in a steady feeding pattern just below the willow tree. I tied on 

dry fly after dry fly - the English styled ones such as the then popular Blue Dun, Red Tip 

Governor and the like - but with no success.  It was on a  Black Gnat that significantly 

tended to a chunky body, that I eventually fluked a fine 2 kg rainbow. I took it and at home 

found the stomach and gullet, “chocker” with brown beetles. 

 

Coch-Y-Bondhu 

I  read up a few books. The Coch-y-bondhu dry was talked of as a beetle pattern. 

Significantly it tended to a fat, chunky body. I tied up a couple of “Cockies” accentuating 

the fat body of peacock herl. The next evening  I caught three fine rainbows - all three 

trout stomachs were crammed with brown beetle. 
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The shape of the fly is undoubtedly a key to imitating the insect. The Red Tip Governor 

old English styled dry flies are rarely seen in tackle shops today. American patterns based 

around the Adams and Royal Wulff dominate. However one American fly that ideally 

imitates the shape of the brown beetle is a size 12 Humpy. 

 

Or you can tie your own version of a brown beetle. Try a beetle imitation made from deer 

hair, clipping the body to the beetle shape.  At front a red brown cock hackle. For the 

beetle back, brown raffia is ideal. Hook size 12. 

 

A wet fly version for day time use is worth tying by simply a raffia back over a fat body 

of hare fur, ribbed with copper wire. 

 

I’ve taken trout in November during the day that have had brown beetle inside, possibly 

taken at dawn or first thing as drowned beetles come down with the flow.   

              

But back to that magical twilight time. Positioning yourself is important at dusk. From a 

generally eastern bank location, the after-glow of the sunset reflected on the water allows 

you to see rises. 

 

Just Half An Hour? 

The brown beetle rise is quick and over perhaps as short as 30 minutes? So don’t mess 

around. It’s good planning to get to the river ten minutes or more before twilight, but don’t 

fish immediately. Sit and wait for the hatch to begin and trout to begin and settle into a 

steady rising pattern. I try to select a pool, usually with willows or long grass near the 

water and get into position early and just wait as it gets darker.    

       

Fishing in poor light means you don't see your fly on the water but you know roughly 

where it is. Cast above a rising fish, watch and if a fish rises about where you guess your 

fly to be, pause “one, two, three”, then tighten.  

 

On hooking into it, try to lead the fish downstream so as not to scare any others.  

 

Don't switch a torch on until netting time. If you have wisely led the fish downstream a 

bit, it will not matter using the torch to net it. A head lamp is ideal so you can have both 

hands for rod and net to use. 

 

Prospect and familiarise yourself with the water or pool during the daylight hours. In the 

dark you don't want to step into deep water should you chance to wade! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

Since my “discovery” of the brown beetle  hatch on the Tukituki, I’ve found the brown 

beetle rise can happen just about everywhere - season allowing it.  

 

Both browns and rainbows feed on the buzzing banquet. Apart from the Tukituki , I’ve 

used it on the Maretotara (Hawkes Bay,) the Manawatu, Mangatainoka, Ruamahunga, 

Canterbury’s Styx, the Wairau and Motueka Rivers and others.  

 

Let’s hope this November the brown beetle rise will eventuate.  

 

I’ll be ready and prepared for it. 

© The Humpy Fly - a good brown beetle imitation © A simple brown beetle wet fly   

imitation 

 
 

  

EDITORS NOTE 

 

As you can imagine, your Committee is always trying to find good Speakers to talk to us 

on Club Nights. If you ever have any ideas or suggestions please let us know. The more 

ideas the better. 
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FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President - Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna                    president@nsff.org.nz   

Secretary - Mike Martindale   489 1082   Takapuna                    secretary@nsff.org.nz        

Treasurer - Barrie Barnes  021 925 006 Glenfield                     secretary@nsff.org.nz   

Magazine - Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay                  iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee – Allen French   021 1018 838 Birkdale          a_bfrench@hotmail.com  

Members      Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote           maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

           Neil Smit   021 274 5625 West Harbour        neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz  

    

             
North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 


