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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Unfortunately, a family illness meant that | was unable to participate in the annual March
club trip to Lake Otamangakau. However, in pondering the missed opportunity, my
thoughts wandered back to the early 1980’s when an old friend and I would explore the
local spots before either of us had access to a boat. On many occasions, as many of you
will know, a strong and persistent south-westerly wind would largely “shut down” the lake
to shore based anglers and that lead to us enjoying numerous successful forays on the
Wairehu canal.




The Wairehu canal is the outlet canal draining Lake Otamangakau into Lake Rotoaira
which SH47 crosses, at which point, a glance upstream to one of the many man-made
cataracts on the canal, will indicate whether or not the flow is “running”. In the past, we
would drive down the left-hand side of the canal on a pretty rough but navigable track, to
the end where the flow entered Lake Rotoaira. More recently, it appears that the right-hand
side is more “vehicle friendly” but in either case, I would suggest a 4-wheel drive vehicle
is the best option.

Because Lake Rotoaira is situated at an altitude of some 47 metres lower than Lake
Otamangakau, (564m v 611m ), the Wairehu canal, at least in the lowest section, is less
affected by a south-westerly wind and when the flow is running, it resembles a flat river of
around 1.5 to 2.0 metres in depth. As a result, it is very well suited to upstream nymph
angling, particularly from late March through to the season close on June 30". While there
are a number of small spawning streams available to the (mainly) rainbows and brown trout
in the lake, the generally gentle flow and gravelly floor, offers plenty of spawning areas
and on a sunny day, good numbers of fish can be seen moving and holding in the stream.

Back in the 80’s, *“ glo-bugs” were just being thought of and our most successful flies were
inevitably, dobsonfly (creeper) imitations or equally weighted, “hare & coppers”. Lake
Rotaira is renowned for the quality of fish and while usually of more modest proportions
than their “big O” cousins, their intense, red-coloured flesh is certainly appealing from a
culinary viewpoint. On more than one occasion however, we were lucky enough to land a
few beauties around 3kg’s.

With recent changes to regulations, both Lake Rotoaira and Lake Otamangakau now open
on the same day, September 1%, so there is a good overlap of choices, particularly early in
the season. Of course, Lake Otamangakau is closed for the month of February and for the
season, on May 31°%,

Formerly, to fish Lake Rotoaira, anglers were required to firstly have a Taupo Licence but
from 2021, a Rotoaira licence can now be purchased without that pre-condition. Licences
can be purchased on-line with adult full season and one week licences costing $45.00 and
$22.50, respectively. The catch limit is 6 fish and interestingly, the minimum size is 35cm
BUT measured from the nose to the tip of the tail rather than the fork of the tail. Mind you,
that is a reasonably small fish but still delicious fresh from the smoker!

Hopefully, some of you will have a go at the Wairehu canal at some point but just be careful
negotiating the rough access road down from SH47.

Dave Symes - President.




FISHING REPORT

Auckland / Waikato

Some of these waters have been very low and very warm over the last month. So warm that
the Trout are really struggling with the heat. Keep an eye on the Environment Waikato
website and you can see how ‘hot’ these waters are getting and make decisions to fish water
where the Trout will be less stressed.

Rotorua

On last months Club Trip
the fish were lining up in
the river mouths seeking
the cool water but with
this recent cold spell they
have mainly dispersed
back to the depths of the
lake.

However, the Rotorua
tributaries are still holding
solid numbers of fish. &
They are quite spooky due ==
to all the fishing pressure |
but with each little flood
there should be more and
more fresh fish entering
all the rivers.

Lake Rotoiti has been
very patchy, with even
our own Jigging Guru
Russell Nelson finding it
hard.

Where there many fish at
the river mouths on the
Club Trip? Perhaps this .
photo will answer that... Photo courte.




Taupo
The Big O is open once again but no reports from the rivers unfortunately.

Saltwater

Grab a rod and hit the East Coast Bays beaches! There have been some great work-ups of
Kahawai chasing Anchovies recently and one | saw last week had them in about waist
depth water off Waiake Beach. Very targetable with fly gear. Personally | find that some
of the Trout patterns like Grey Ghosts or Silicon Smelts can work really well at this time
of year.

Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to

iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines — Freddy Da Fish.

LAST CLUB NIGHT

Last month we had Mark Hofman talking to us about Salt Water Flyfishing, it was a very
enjoyable night. Thank you once again Mark.

NEXT CLUB NIGHT — 19t MARCH 7.30 PM

This month we have a fun night with a Fishing Quiz. There will be prizes but it is very
much intended to be a fun exercise.

It is sure to be an enjoyable evening and we hope to see you all there.

WHY WE FISH

“The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of something that is elusive but attainable, a
perpetual series of occasions for hope.”

John Buchan (1875-1940)




CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-
fishing dating service...

Name Availability Contact Details
Ron Blair Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Graham Carter Lives in Hamilton, keen on 021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips. 07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer Home 09 420 3120
weekdays. email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Gary Bolstad Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even Mobile 022 379 3070

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish & gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.
Derek Robinson Retired available most times keen to do Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things. Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com

CLUB TROPHIES

Brown Trout Trophy — This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year — 1% April to 31% March. Current holder is Ron Blair.




Chain Snore Trophy — A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Allen French!

lan Hunt Memorial Trophy — Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.

I Love Flyfishing Trophy — Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year — 1% April to 31% March. Current holder
is Johan Kok.

Rodd And Gunn Trophy — This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One day on a Lake and one day on a River.

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. The winner of this years event is Johan Kok.

The winner of this years River section is Simon Hoole.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

Over the years, whenever I've felt that little twinkle in the hairs on the back of my neck,
as | encountered an original thought or observation in a fishing book, I've turned the
corner of the page down.

Arnold Gingrich - The Fishing In Print - 1974

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES

Winning fish will be determined by weight.

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.

Details to be provided to any committee member.

Competition period April 1% to March 31% . Prize awarded at AGM in April.
Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter.




NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1 April in one year to 31% March in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz

Neil hooked up at the mouth of the Awahou on the recent Club Trip to Ngongotaha.
Photo courtesy of Gary Hutchinson.

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY
Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having
a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something
there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee
Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter).




Club Videos
Flyfishing with Dave McLellan June 2015 (15 DVD’s)
New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s)
Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier
Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production
Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting
Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote VVolume | Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick
The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz
Fly Fishing in NZ
Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing
SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April VVokey and others
Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon
Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing
Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter
NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs)
Snapper Secrets (vol 2)
Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3)
How to Fish Rapala Lures
Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1
Fly Fishing For Reservoit Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church
Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas
Fishing in Fiordland
Wee Wets and Small Drys

CLUB TRIPS 2024 — 2025

February —Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes —FEB 2025
March — Lake Otamangakau — MAR 2025

May — Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes -MAY 2024
July — Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo — JUL 2024




August — Tongariro — Club River Fishing Competition — AUG 2024

September — Tauranga Taupo — SEP 2024

November — Lake based Club Competition Trip — NOV 2024

December / January — Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December — Lake Otamangakau — DEC 2024

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

TURANGI INTERCLUB COMP 17T AUGUST

The Club Competition Trip for River Fishing and the Interclub Competition with the
Auckland Flyfishing Club is scheduled for August 17th. More information about this will
be forthcoming closer to the event but if you would like to know more now please contact
Allen French 021 1018 838 or a_bfrench@hotmail.com

JOKE OF THE MONTH

Should children witness childbirth?
Due to a power outage, only one paramedic responded to the call.

The house was very dark so the paramedic asked Kathleen, a 3-yr old girl to hold a
flashlight high over her mommy so he could see while he helped deliver the baby.

Very diligently, Kathleen did as she was asked. Heidi pushed and pushed and after a little
while, Connor was born.

The paramedic lifted him by his little feet and spanked him on his bottom. Connor began
to cry. The paramedic then thanked Kathleen for her help and asked the wide-eyed 3-yr
old what she thought about what she had just witnessed. Kathleen quickly responded,

'He shouldn't have crawled in there in the first place......smack him again!'




EASTERN FISH & GAME REEL LIFE FEBRUARY 2024

Above: Rotorua’s Noel Hyde with a cracking Rotoiti rainbow.

Business As Usual In The Eastern Region
As we reported last month in Reel Life, the hot summer conditions continue to produce
excellent angling in the region.

Some of the region's smaller and perhaps lesser-known lakes are fishing well too, so if
peace and tranquility are more your thing, then take a look at the likes of lakes Rotoma,
Rotoehu, Okareka and Rerewhakaaitu. They don’t produce the bigger fish you’ll get from
Tarawera or Rotoiti, but the catch rate and quality can be exceptional.

Little lakes like Okaro and Ngapouri are also well worth a visit too especially with smaller
craft such as kayaks, float tubes and dinghies.

The stream mouth action remains red hot. Hamurana, Awahou, Waiteti and Ngongotaha
stream mouths are producing impressive numbers of rainbow and brown trout. Don’t
overlook the small, cold spring streams flowing into Lake Rotorua at this time of year also.
The action is likely to continue until the lake begins to cool. We have already had some
cooler nights here in Rotorua.
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If you are new to trout fishing or the Rotorua lakes area the stream mouths are easy to fish.
A floating line and smelt fly or Wooly Bugger fly or a small nymph, of almost any type,
suspended under an indicator work well. Spin fishing is permitted and a good method is to
use a bubble float with a fly suspended underneath. Twitch the float occasionally to entice
the fish and lift the rod gently if the float stops drifting or sinks.

Where Have All The Cicadas Gone?

The diminutive Clay bank cicada, Notopsalta sericea.

We normally associate this time of year with the excitement of cicada fishing however the
cacophony has gone silent in recent weeks. Cicada have years when the population boom,
but it seems like this isn’t one of them! Never mind however as the hot summer brings a
multitude of other terrestrial and aquatic dry fly action with it, so don’t pack the Royal
Wulff box away just yet! Have a look here for some interesting cicada information — did
you know we have 42 species here in NZ?

Have You Ever Stuck Yourself With A Hook?
On a recent outing to the Awahou Stream mouth Auckland angler, lan Roger managed to
stick a small nymph into his lower leg. Fortunately for lan, we were on hand and managed
to remove the offending fly with a set of forceps.

If you fish enough, sooner or later you’ll find yourself with a hook embedded past the barb
— but don’t worry. Removal is reasonably easy and painless if you know how. Here’s a
useful YouTube video to see how it’s done.
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lan Roger of Auckland gets a fly removed from his leg at the Awahou stream —all in a
day's work!

New Zealand Fishing, Hunting And 4X4 Expo

It’s on again! The highly successful NZ Fishing, Hunting and 4x4 Expo will run again in
Rotorua on 23-25 August 2024. This year it’s going to be bigger and better. Follow their
social media to keep in touch: https://www.facebook.com/NZfishinghunting4x4
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Datawatch Tagged Trout
Tagged trout can now be entered online. Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 free
whole-season fishing licences: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6

Eastern Region Fishing Diaries - All lakes and streams

Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region.
Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from
Kilwell: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3

Tight Lines - Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game

AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH & GAME REEL LIFE FEBRUARY 2024

ARAPUNI FISHING
CONTEST

March 16th & 17th 2024
BULMERS LANDING

Lake Arapuni Health Warning Has Been Lifted

The algal bloom at Lake Arapuni was short-lived and the health warning has been lifted.
More importantly, the Arapuni Fishing Contest is on March 16th and 17th at Bulmers
Landing. Please see the poster for more information.
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Ollie Bassett with fish on before the Whakapapa drift dive survey.
Good Fish Numbers In The Whakapapa

Staff have just completed the Whakapapa drift dive and found good fish numbers and some
solid habitat despite the low water.

Ollie Bassett assisted with the drift dive and made a great YouTube video about the fish
survey.

The river had a high number of large fish in the bolder runs and plenty of small rainbows
to keep the population healthy for years to come.
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Staff member Adam Daniel in the Kauaerana River
Kauaeranga River Drift Dive
The Kauaeranga River has a highly variable trout population that can be decimated by
flooding and high water temperatures.

Staff member Adam Daniel and Ollie Bassett conducted a fish survey recently and found
the river very low and warm.

The stream was so low that drifting was not possible but there were a surprising number of
fish surviving in small pools that were cooled by groundwater and a small number of well
shaded tributaries.

About 60 trout were counted in the 1 km survey.

Most fish were very small, but there were several legal fish in tinny pools.

The Kauaeranga may not be a destination trout stream, but it does offer great camping,
swimming and hiking.

If you find yourself in the area it is well worth going for a fish in the evening but be
prepared to stock fish in small shallow pools.

New Trout Habitat Map
15




Updated trout habitat and trout spawning habitat maps were just finished for the Waikato
Region.

The maps are published to inform parties conducting river works or applying for resource
consents of the region's designated trout habitat, but the maps are also useful for anglers.

If you document trout spawning this winter please let us know.

Take a photo and note the location then send the info to adaniel@fishandgame.org.nz

Tight Lines - Dr Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game.

NORTHLAND FISH & GAME REEL LIFE FEBRUARY 2024

years of age and is now well over takeable size.

Northland waters are still fishing well as the summer progresses.
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There are still plenty of trout to be found in the usual likely spots in the streams and they
are still willing to take a variety of flies and lures.

Recent reports have been received of fish being caught on soft baits, spinners, dry flies,
nymphs and streamers, so if you put something in front of them you are likely to get a
response.

Dry fly time is coming into its own and a lot of the fish are looking up for their food which
can make for exciting fishing.

Don’t be afraid to go big with your dry flies as you will be imitating large terrestrial insects
such as cicadas, blowflies and crickets.

Fishing a dry/dropper combo is a really effective way to fly fish at this time of year.

A big dry fly with a trailing nymph tied on a 50cm dropper from the gape of the dry is a
great way to search pool heads and runs and enables you to hedge your bets by matching
the hatch.

See the photo for some classic fly patterns that lend themselves to this style of fishing.

L ol s~ . e 7

-

Flies that catch fish, clockwise from top left; cicada variant, bluebottle fly, cicada
variant, stimulator, prince nymph, green caddis, hare and copper and pheasant tail.

The trout in Northland streams are generally not fussy and will jump all over these patterns
most of the time.

At the time of writing, there has been very little rain for three weeks, aside from the odd
localized shower, and the weather has been hot.
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This will see our rivers and dams warming and getting lower. To increase your chances of
success look for cooler water — such as inflows into the reservoir dams, or streams that are
shaded.

Pools and pocket Water in the Waima River — perfect water for the dry/dropper
approach.

Trout will congregate in areas of cooler water and will be more active than in the warmer
areas.

Whau Valley reservoir has lowered significantly but continues to produce fish of good
condition and eating quality. The yearling rainbows liberated in 2023 are now above the
legal minimum size and look to be healthy and growing well.

There are plenty of options for getting out to wet a line in Northland so get out there and
make the most of it.

Tight lines - Craig Deal, Northland Fish & Game
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GOLD CLAMS UPDATE
Fish & Game NZ

The latest development in the gold clams response is that the infested part of the Waikato
River and lakes has been made a Controlled Area under the Biosecurity Act.

This brings in a new biosecurity rule to stop wake boats used on the infected parts of the
Waikato from travelling to other areas.

We have been advocating for a stronger focus at the source of the problem in the Waikato
River, where the gold clams were first discovered. It means all wake boats using the stretch
of the Waikato River from the Whakamaru Dam down to the river mouth at Port Waikato
cannot be used in other waterways without a permit.

We pushed for action at ground zero of the outbreak, and we want to avoid ad hoc closures
of lakes and rivers across the country.

We have been working hard behind the scenes with Biosecurity New Zealand and other
groups, so we’re pleased our concerns have been heard.

Fish & Game recognise the concerns of our wider communities, including anglers, around
the closure of Lake Okataina and potential wider closures of significant freshwater bodies
in the Rotorua region and further afield.

We hope the stronger focus on the Waikato River means communities around the Rotorua
Lakes region are reassured that the right steps are being taken to reduce the risk of
transmission to other valued lakes and rivers. We’re pleased to see Lake Okaitana
restrictions relaxed, with the lake available for fishing for more hours over the summer
period.

At the same time, we must make sure we are not creating a risk ourselves through our
fishing activities. We all need to do our bit by following the Check Clean Dry guidelines if
we will move between lakes and rivers.

FISH & GAME WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH STUDY

For the first time ever, Fish & Game is conducting an angler wellbeing and mental health
survey, and we need your help!
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In the coming weeks, you will receive an email from Fish & Game asking if you'd be
interested in taking part in a study that will look at how trout fishing might be connected
to your wellbeing.

If you're interested in participating, the survey will ask a bit about your trout fishing and
outdoor recreation habits and request some info about you before getting into questions
about your wellbeing and mental health.

The initial email you receive will give you all the info you need but you could also see
more details about the study on the Fish & Game website here.

We're looking forward to hearing from you and appreciate your support!

JUST FISHING
By Graham Little

It is good to be pulled up from time to time and reconsider one’s understanding. To get
reflective of why we do somethings, not others, of the enjoyment it offers, and above all
be reminded that how much we think we know, there is always a new way of looking at
things and have the delight to listen attentively to one who had thought about something
we love, but from an angel we had never thought of. I had that engaging experience at the
last club night talk by Mark Hoffman.

By now, people aware | judge myself skilled and informed at saltwater fly fishing including
experience in Mexico and Brisbane. | back that up with two snapper world records, and
several including King records, as damn, just missed. Plus hours and hours reading web
sites from all over, and there is a huge depth, stories, solid advice, not so solid advice.
Interesting places that make the blood surge, and not so interesting places, Incredible
catches, mundane catches. For 15 years | devoured it all. Figured | had thought of most
things ... yea right. Thank you, Mark.

Mark’s talk was about swoffing, as salt-water fly fishing called, but around the beaches,
estuaries of Auckland. It was exactly like trout fishing, but in the ocean.

As with trout fishing the key is knowing where to go when. Fishing from beaches in
Auckland, it is crucial to know where to go. Mark was a depth of information, if he had not
been, he knew and could talk about people he knew and had chatted with who had been.
He talked about sight fishing. 1 have done plenty of that, but from a boat, in 100 feet of
water. He was talking about from a beach in Auckland, and fishing in 5 feet of water. And
he was not talking about small fish.
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| have been to ledges, like to the one inside the south head of Hokianga, The water flow
through those heads at times needs seen to be believed, with big back swirl holding huge
schools of baitfish hence big schools of Kahawai and Kingfish. Water depth, perhaps 10
feet. Common to see big, 15 kg kings chasing baitfish on the edge of the harbor, in less
than 2 feet of water. | gave up chasing after them, it was a run of about 100 meters to get
to the edge, | was always too late. But an awesome sight. Especially if there were two and
they after the same small group of bait fish.

There is a ledge on the inner harbor side of Paratutae Island. Again strong current flows
through the heads creates a large back swirl. Same deal as Hokianga, but no shallow end.
There is also a big bay on the inside of the island, it can hold fish as well. But | have only
ever ‘played about in it’. Tauranga Harbor also has a big back swirl in the large estuary
leading up to the second entrance at Bowentown. At least four King fish world records
have been set in the 1980s/90s. in the back swirl off Tauranga City, with the record holder
fishing from an anchored boat, using a large imitation piper fly, but fish more plentiful.

These are extraordinary places. Mark was not talking about the extraordinary, he was
talking about spots likely passed every day to work. Places | would never had considered
for salt fly fishing.

It was truly trout fishing in salt water. Once location sorted, then consider what one is
fishing for. Kahawai will be very evident. Thus, kings or snapper. | have caught many
snappers on fly, typically using a small/medium fly, white, green/yellow, with bead eye
attached. Kahawai will hit same rig, but not so frequently. Kings, larger bait fish imitation,
sometime large eye often not. Yellow/green, strong color, and fast retrieve. Listening to
Mark, I judged floating line, 10-foot leader, large fly, fast retrieve. Just to ensure the rig
stays down that couple of feet, | used to use a small lead ball, snip it on just above the fly.
| would use it when fishing with dry fly for krill feeding Trevs.

| recall a very early experience | had with lures, We were parked just north of Piercy Island
fishing into a huge school of Kahawai and Trevs. It was easy fishing, and | was landing 4-
6 fish an hour. | was using a small silicon imitation of the sort one would use for trout. It
had a double paddle at end of tail, causing it to wiggle on retrieve. | was landing 5 Kahawai
for one Trev. After about hour and half, my partner noticed my catch ratio had almost
reversed. We checked the lure, and the fish had bitten off the paddles, so the lure no longer
wiggled on retrieve.

Trevs liked no wiggle, Kahawai liked the wiggle. Likely both liked both, but with the
wiggle Kahawai likely more aggressive and faster.
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Mark had home-made lures. | am not sure the lure matters, I judge location, good technique,
and lure judged likely to attract fish, given that in the shallow location, fish know they at
risk, and will take anything that looks tempting.

But, I have found the bead eyes are a strong attraction, they obviously glint that bit under
water.

Thank you, Mark. At my age, not tempted to walk beaches. But it brings SWF to all club
members, in a manner all will fully understand, as it exactly parallels trout fishing. Just
remember, ocean fish are faster, stronger and much more aggressive. And even in shallow
water the size of the fish can surprise.

Tight Lines

-

Even on a busy weekend, you can still find water completely to yourself. Ryan in the
Piglet Pool on the Ngongotaha. Photo courtesy of Peter Schierhout.
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WOMEN ON THE FLY NEW ZEALAND.

New Zealand’s best-connected community for women who fly fish.

We host and support events for women to try out fly fishing for the first time, and activities
to increase confidence and skills. Our events are fun, friendly, and supportive. By joining
Women on The Fly NZ, you will:

o Become a member of a best-connected community for women who fly fish.

o Make firm friends, gain confidence and learn skills.

« Engage in a healthy activity with proven positive effects on mental, physical, and
social well-being.

e Learn about our stunning New Zealand natural environment and enjoy the beauty
of nature.

Sign up to get updates on our upcoming events and
classes. https://womenonthefly.nz/join-wotf/

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to see what we are up to and connect with others.

www.facebook.com/WomenonTheFlyNZ/

https://www.instagram.com/womenontheflynz/

This private WoTF Facebook group provides a safe space for women who fly fish, (or
would like to fly fish) to share information, arrange fishing activities, and learn from each
other about all things fly fishing. https://www.facebook.com/groups/womenontheflynz

Mission:

As New Zealand'’s best-connected community for women who fly fish, Women on the Fly is
dedicated to enriching women’s lives, emphasising the benefits to mental, physical, and
social well-being, and fostering respect for our natural environment. We connect anglers,
host events, and promote women-led initiatives through collaboration, building skills and
confidence for everyone from curious beginners to experienced enthusiasts.
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DRY AND DROPPER TUITION COURSE — FEEDBACK SOUGHT

A few weeks ago the Club ran a Euro Nymphing Tuition Course on the Ohinemuri River
in Paeroa. This was a single day course, drive down in the morning and back home that
afternoon / evening. It was taken by Aaron West, a multiple New Zealand Fly Fishing
Champion, and was greatly enjoyed by those who attended. The cost per angler was $175
each, and the course was limited to 4 participants.

The Club is now looking at doing a similar course, possibly in February / March, but this
time teaching Dry and Dropper fishing techniques. That is, fishing with a Dry Fly and a
small nymph suspended below the Dry. Location and costs would be the same.

If this is something you may be interested in please let us know asap by contacting any of
your Committee Members, emails and phone numbers are on the back page of this
Newsletter.
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Students Allen, Barrie and Jaco with their Zen Fishing Master Aaron West, about to
enter the Ohinemuri River for their Euro Nymphing Course. The course was a great
success with a lot learnt in a single day. Photo courtesy of Lewis Peart.

4
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EDITORS NOTE

Every month your Committee is faced with the question of who would be a good Speaker,
what would Members like to hear about? Last month we had Mark Hoffman, an extremely
knowledgeable man on Salt Water Fly in the Auckland area.

So, the big questions are, Who Would You Like To Hear Talk To Us? What Would You
Like To Hear About?

All your Committees contact details are on the last page of this Newsletter so let us know!

FISHING FUNNIES

Oh great, now I'm going to
smell like human all day long!
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??

In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights — what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.

Thank you - Your committee

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE

Cap — $15.00 Inclusive of GST

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights.

Meetings held the 37 Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE
Club Patron — Dave McLellan

President - Dave Symes 486-6257 Takapuna president@nsff.org.nz
Secretary - Mike Martindale 489 1082  Takapuna secretary@nsff.org.nz
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925006 Glenfield treasurer@nsff.org.nz
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee — Allen French 021 1018 838 Birkdale a_bfrench@hotmail.com
Members  Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

Neil Smit 021 274 5625 West Harbour neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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