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PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR THE 2023-2024 YEAR. 

 

In 1908, when New Zealand became a self-governing country, free from the control of 

Great Britain, a large number of statutes where passed by the Government, including the 

Incorporated Societies Act 1908 under which our own club was established in 2003. 

 

More recently, a significant review of the original legislation was undertaken and 

subsequently, a new statute has been enacted which affects all incorporated societies which 
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is designed to be more “fit for purpose” and reflective of standards and attitudes prevailing 

in the 21st century. It is simply known as the Incorporated Societies Act 2022. 

 

That law now requires clubs like ours to reregister by April 2026 in order to continue, a 

reasonably generous “lead time” but if we do not, then, like the old statute, our club would 

cease to exist. The first question to be asked of the members therefore is do we want to 

reregister under the new Act? It would seem pretty obvious to me but the question will be 

put to everyone at the upcoming AGM on April 16th. 

 

If so, the Club Constitution will need to be reviewed and rewritten to satisfy any new 

requirements of the new Act before an application is lodged with the Companies Office. 

As part of the process, agreement will need to be obtained from a majority of club members 

for the changes, additions and exclusions to create the new document. One area which 

immediately caught my eye in our original document is that one of our primary objects is 

to: 

“Encourage and promote the sport of freshwater fishing;” 

Given the level of interest and participation by members in saltwater fly-fishing, that is 

clearly an example of where changes need to be made. 

 

The plan at this stage is to set up a sub-committee of 2 or 3 to “steer” through the process 

to the point where, hopefully, a document can be finalized and agreed upon at the 2025 

AGM before application for reregistration is made. 

 

Now back to the past year in review. Club trips on the whole remain very popular 

particularly as some provide a level of friendly competition with the “I love fly-fishing” 

trophy awarded for the Stillwater section and combined with the River section to give the 

overall winner taking the “Rodd and Gunn” trophy. A recent development has seen an 

interclub competition with the Auckland Fly-fishing Club with the trophy being donated 

by one of their founders. Twice yearly club trips to the Ngongotaha Stream at Rotorua and 

Lake Otamangakau in the central North Island are also eagerly anticipated. 

 

Your committee continue to seek out good quality presenters on a range of “fishy topics” 

for our monthly meetings and as a change, the last meeting was based on a quiz competition 

testing everyone’s knowledge of “the fly-fishing world”. A popular development with 

some happy prize winners! 

 

I would like of course, to thank all of our committee members for their work in the club 

“engine room” and in particular, our treasurer Barrie Barnes, who, as many of you will 

know is also the National Chairman of the New Zealand Fish and Game Council, a position 

which occupies an inordinate amount of Barrie’s time but in spite of which, he does a 

fantastic job managing all of our financial matters. 
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I hope to see as many of you as possible at the AGM following which there will be a 

presentation on the history of the Tongariro River as a world famous trout fishery. 

 

Dave Symes - President. 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

Barrie and Lewis headed off on a big 

one day mission to a King Country 

river and they had a great day. It looks 

like a beautiful bit of water and 

certainly provided the boys with a 

bunch of fun.  

 

Lewis with the best fish of the day. 

Photo courtesy of Barrie Barnes. 

 

Similarly Johan has been putting in 

some big hours for the long distance 

one day trip and with his new Electric 

Dirk Bike has managed to get into 

some very hard to reach places.  

 

For myself, I was content with a 

leisurely gentleman’s hours trip to the 

Coromandel and headed up the 

Waitawheta. Even though the water was low it has cooled down a lot since summer and 

consequently the fish were seriously on the feed. It was quite possibly the most successful 

day I have had down there and the Trout were in great condition. Fat and feisty. Best flies 

for me were size 14 attractor Dries and size 16 Pheasant Tails. 

 

Rotorua 

The stream fishing in Rotorua is in that in-between phase, where the water has cooled 

significantly and so the river mouth fishing has all but stopped, and the big runs of winter 

spawners has yet to begin. Still, there will be fish in the rivers, there always is, but they 

may be there in lesser numbers.  
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Russell and his mate Barry headed 

down to Lake Rotoiti this week 

for a Jigging trip, and did well 

again. Not a red letter day by his 

standards but with 10 landed most 

of us would be more than pleased. 

He hasn’t said what flies he was 

using but the word from down 

there is that large smelt patterns 

have been getting the best results, 

which is unusual as it is usually 

the smaller (size 10) patterns that 

get the job done.  

   

Russell’s mate Barry with a prime 

6.5pd Lake Rotoiti Rainbow that 

followed him home for dinner. 

Photo courtesy of Russell Nelson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taupo 

The only report from the rivers that I have had is that they are fishing very hard and going 

down to small (size 16) naturals like Prince Nymphs and using 4-6pd tippet has been 

required to hook a few. 

 

Mark and Dahl headed down there for some mid-week fishing and despite it being hard 

work they did manage to land some nice fish.  

 

Saltwater  
Still plenty of bird action off the East Coast Bays but no reports from anyone. If you have 

got out there let us know at the Club Night next week. 
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Fishy Tales  

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish. 

 

 
Mark with the best fish of the trip, an absolutely cracking 7pd Brownie, taken on his very 

last cast. Photo courtesy of Mark Norton. 

  

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last December we had our Quiz Night and it was a very enjoyable evening. Thank you to 

Maurice for organising it. 

  

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 16th APRIL  7.30 PM  

 

This month we have our AGM and we hope to see as many of you there as possible. 

 

Following the AGM we will be having Grant Henderson talk to us about his fantastic Book 

‘Fishing The Tongariro – A History Of Our Greatest River’. 

 

Grant has gone to an enormous amount of effort with this book and it is a fascinating 

exploration of the history of the Tongariro River. It is sure to be an interesting evening. 

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 
“I still don’t know why I fish or why other men fish except that we like it and it makes us 

think and fell.” 

Roderick Haig-brown “A River Never Sleeps” 

 
CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes 

by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi . 

 

 

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

 

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

Gary Bolstad  Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even  Mobile 022 379 3070 

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &         gd.bolstad@gmail.com  

Game and Taupo season licences so keen 

to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to  

go most of the time. 

Derek Robinson          Retired available most times keen to do  Ph   4437311 

Waikato streams and most other things.  Mob: 0212 595 371 

        pamanddek@outlook.com   

 

 

CLUB TROPHIES 

 

Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club 

Member during the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder is Ron Blair. 

 

Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person 

who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this 

happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Allen French! 

 

Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member 

during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the 

Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst. 

 

I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most 

species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st April to 31st March. Current holder 

is Johan Kok. 

 

Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days. 

One day on a Lake and one day on a River.  

 

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:gd.bolstad@gmail.com
mailto:pamanddek@outlook.com
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The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy. The winner of this years event is Johan Kok. 

 

The winner of this years River section is Simon Hoole. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

Trying to control life is like trying to control the ocean. The best you can hope for is to 

move with it, catch hints of the rhythm and not get caught in the undertow. 

Wyse Ortha - Fly Tyer Magazine 

 

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 

Competition period April 1st to March 31st . Prize awarded at AGM in April.  

Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter. 

 

 

NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st April in one year to 31st March in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club 

Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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The view back downstream from my lunch spot. 
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NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY  

Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having 

a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something 

there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee 

Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter). 

 

Club Videos 

Flyfishing with Dave McLellan June 2015 (15 DVD’s) 

New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s) 

Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier 

Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson 

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production 

Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production 

Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting 

Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies 

How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume I Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick 

NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick 

The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz 

Fly Fishing in NZ 

Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing 

SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April Vokey and others 

Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon 

Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing 

Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter 

NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs) 

Snapper Secrets (vol 2) 

Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3) 

How to Fish Rapala Lures 

Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1 

Fly Fishing For Reservoit Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church 

Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas 

Fishing in Fiordland 

Wee Wets and Small Drys 
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CLUB TRIPS 2024 – 2025  

 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes –FEB 2025 

March – Lake Otamangakau – MAR 2025 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes –MAY 2024 

July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo – JUL 2024 

August – Tongariro – Club River Fishing Competition – AUG 2024 

September – Tauranga Taupo – SEP 2024 

November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2024 

December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested) 

December – Lake Otamangakau –  DEC 2024 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

MAY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA 

 

This May Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the weekend of 

Friday 24th, Saturday 25th, Sunday 26th February. We will again be staying at the Paradise 

Valley Lodge. Costs will be $115.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’ accommodation in 

the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you want to come down on the Thursday, as 

many of us do, then simply add $50 to make it $165.00. 

Also, a variety of private rooms are available as well. 

If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money 

to the Club in any of the normal ways.  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga 

as a reference);  

 Or by Cash on the April, or May Club Nights  

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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JULY CLUB TRIP TO TURANGI 

 

This year’s Turangi Club Trip is again being organized by Maurice Parlane and will take 

place on Friday 26th , Saturday 27th July and return on Sunday 28th July.  

 

The Club has booked out several units at Tongariro River Motel and costs will be $115 per 

person. (This cost has yet to be 100% confirmed). This will include 2 nights 

accommodation on a shared unit basis and a slap up BBQ dinner on the Saturday night. 

There are fish cleaning facilities, an electric overnight smoker, multiple BBQ’s and a quick 

hot smoker. 

 

Also, a number of people choose to come down on the Thursday night as well. If you do 

this just add $50 to the cost. 

 

If you are interested in knowing more about the Trip please contact Maurice ASAP as this 

is always a popular weekend. Maurice’s contact details are as follows: mobile 021 650 692, 

or e-mail to:          maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

If you are a definite starter just let Maurice know which nights you can make ASAP and 

then pay your money to the Club.  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Turangi 

as a reference);  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark with an example of the fun 

that the Tongariro can provide. 

Photo courtesy of Mark Norton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz
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TURANGI INTERCLUB COMP 17TH AUGUST 

 

The Club Competition Trip for River Fishing and the Interclub Competition with the 

Auckland Fly-fishing Club is scheduled for August 17th. More information about this will 

be forthcoming closer to the event but if you would like to know more now please contact  

Allen French   021 1018 838 or   a_bfrench@hotmail.com 

 

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

, 

The king wanted to go fishing, and he asked the royal weatherman to forecast for the next 

few hours. 

The palace meteorologist assured him that there was no chance of rain. 

 

So the king and the queen went fishing. 

 

On the way he met a man with a fishing pole riding on a donkey, and he asked the man if 

the fish were biting. 

The fisherman said, "Your Majesty, you should return to the palace! In just a short time I 

expect a huge rain storm." 

The king replied: "I hold the palace meteorologist in high regard. He is an educated and 

experienced professional. 

Besides, I pay him very high wages. He gave me a very different forecast. I trust him." 

 

So the king continued on his way. 

 

However, in a short time a torrential rain fell from the sky. The King and Queen were 

totally soaked. 

Furious, the king returned to the palace and gave the order to fire the meteorologist. 

Then he summoned the fisherman and offered him the prestigious position of royal 

forecaster. 

The fisherman said, "Your Majesty, I do not know anything about forecasting. 

I obtain my information from my donkey. If I see my donkey's ears drooping, it means 

with certainty that it will rain." 

 

So, the king hired the donkey. 

 

And so began the practice of hiring dumb asses to work in influential positions of 

government. 

 

The practice is unbroken to this day. 

mailto:a_bfrench@hotmail.com
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EASTERN FISH & GAME REEL LIFE MARCH 2024 

 

 
 

Cooler Conditions Bring About Change 

Conditions sure have changed since last month's Reel Life, with an early autumn feel 

suddenly hitting the Bay of Plenty and Rotorua lakes area.   

 

And as if the trout have sensed the thermometer dropping, we’ve noted full-on spawning 

activity in the rainbows of the Rotorua streams including the Ngongotaha and Utuhina.  

 

Small groups of rainbows can be seen taking up space in the gravelly tailouts of pools 

where they prefer to spawn, and micro Globugs have begun to be effective again. 

 

Upstream brown trout migrations have commenced and will only increase through April, 

May and June, tailing off in July. The big Rotorua browns can be targeted effectively at 

stream mouths with wet fly tackle, especially effective at night, or in the streams 

themselves. While the Rotorua stream tributary rainbows are relatively easy to catch the 

browns can be frustratingly cantankerous – sometimes taking small nymphs, sometimes 

ignoring everything you throw at them. It really is just a matter of trying different things 

until one opens ít’s mouth! 
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Shoreline fishing for returning adult rainbows will have started by the time this reaches 

your inbox. Big hatchery-released fish return to the shores where they were released two 

years earlier (or to any nearby stream), and this creates exciting winter fishing action. 

Remember early and late are best and rain stimulates action. 

 

Cooling lake conditions haven’t slowed the boat fishing opportunities down at all. Surface 

temperatures are currently sitting about 19 or 20 degrees Celsius with thermoclines 

commencing about 16m. Jigging and soft baiting remain popular and effective methods in 

this situation. 

 

As autumn smelt spawning begins fish will be active higher in the water column than they 

were a month or so back. Shallow trolling and harling becomes a preferred method 

especially at dawn and for a few hours until the sun gets high and the smelt move deeper. 

Harling and shallow trolling can be overlooked as a fun and very successful methods during 

spring and autumn. Rig yourself up with some light tackle and you’ll have a ball! 

 

East Coast Streams Get A Health Check 
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Staff conducted health checks on several headwater Eastern Region streams recently. We 

were particularly interested to see if Cyclone Gabrielle and other heavy rainfall events last 

summer had had a serious and detrimental effect on fish populations and the habitat of the 

area. 

 

Although some catchments will have been more greatly affected than others, we were 

pleased to see in the area we assessed, that trout numbers in most of the year classes were 

good.  Invertebrate populations and general habitat looked better than we had expected also 

which is positive for future seasons. 

 

It reinforces that rivers and stream populations are robust and might take a hit but almost 

always have the ability to bounce back with time. 

 

We’ll provide a full report in our next Fish & Game magazine. 

 

Woman’s Introduction To Fly Fishing Course – May 2024 

 

Tauranga Anglers, in association with 

‘Women on the Fly’, and aided by 

Eastern Fish & Game will be hosting a 

tuition weekend for women interested in 

taking up, or learning more about fly 

fishing. 

 

This two-day event will cover everything 

you need to know about tackle, casting, 

wader safety, caring for your catch etc 

and you’ll likely meet up with some like-

minded women. Both classroom and on-

water sessions are included. 
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Contact Jill Sweeney taurangaanglers@gmail.com for more information. Limited spaces 

will fill fast so don’t delay. 

 

Keep Them Wet! 

 

 
 

If you intend to practice Catch and Release then please, do it well or not at all. During our 

outings, we see all sorts of cringe-worthy fish handling. A quick study of popular TV shows 

or YouTube videos show up some very questionable fish handling, sometimes from 

supposedly experienced anglers. It’s really quite simple. Here are our suggestions: 

Don’t take the fish from the water at all – if you must, make it for a few seconds only 

Use a quality, soft, fine mesh landing net. Nets reduce handling time and allow you to keep 

the fish in the water (see above) 

 

It’s obvious – but don’t touch the gills or anywhere nearby 

 

Barbless hooks, or pinched barbs help release fish quickly 

 

mailto:taurangaanglers@gmail.com
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Don’t use woolen or fabric gloves to grab the fish around the tail – gloves grip by biting 

through the protective mucus layer. Removing this layer will harm the fish 

 

Wet, cold hands are a must 

 

If you want a ‘grab and grin’ photo for your album, get your fishing buddy ready with the 

camera first. Lift the fish from the water for a couple of seconds only 

 

Consider not fishing C&R in waters above 20 degrees 

 

Stress accumulates in fish so just because it swims away doesn’t mean it has survived. 

 

New Zealand Fishing, Hunting And 4X4 Expo 
It’s on again! The highly successful NZ Fishing, Hunting and 4x4 Expo will run again in 

Rotorua on 23-25 August 2024. This year it’s going to be bigger and better. Follow their 

social media to keep in touch: https://www.facebook.com/NZfishinghunting4x4 

 

Datawatch Tagged Trout 

Tagged trout can now be entered online. Entries go into the draw to win one of 20 free 

whole-season fishing licences: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6 

 

Eastern Region Fishing Diaries – All Lakes And Streams 

Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region. 

Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from 

Kilwell: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3 

 

Tight Lines - Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game 

 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

And in that heaven of all their wish, there shall be no land, say fish. 

Rupert Brooke1887-1915 : Heaven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NZfishinghunting4x4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3
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AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH & GAME REEL LIFE MARCH 2024 

 

 

Above: Awakino River, at Gribbons Road. 

 

There Is Plenty Of Time Left To Enjoy Some Fishing 

As we move into the fall there is plenty of time left to enjoy some late-season fishing. 

We have had good reports from the Mangatutu and Waikato Spring creeks. 

 

Please remember to be prepared to measure any tagged fish you land as our tagging team 

has been hard at work this summer. 

 

Ideally, we would like the tag number, length and weight of any tagged fish caught. 

Don’t forget your rod on your roar trip this year. 

 

If you are hunting deer on the North Island you are never far from a trout stream and fishing 

is a perfect way to occupy the middle of the day when deer are not active. 

 

If you duck shoot in the North Island and want to entertain some young ones or just add 

another activity to your Maimai routine many of the wetlands and lakes in the 
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Auckland/Waikato region have Rudd that can easily be caught by float fishing with some 

corn. 

 

 
Ollie Bassett teaching a clinic on the Whanganui River. 

 

Fly Fishing Clinics Are Now Available 

It is very difficult to find a fly fishing instructor or class in New Zealand making it difficult 

to pick up the sport unless you are lucky enough to have a parent or partner willing to show 

you the basics. 

https://fishandgame.org.nz/freshwater-fishing-in-new-zealand/where-to-fish/regional-info/aucklandwaikato/aucklandwaikato-trout-fishing/auckland-lakes/#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20effective,for%20both%20trout%20and%20rudd.
https://fishandgame.org.nz/freshwater-fishing-in-new-zealand/where-to-fish/regional-info/aucklandwaikato/aucklandwaikato-trout-fishing/auckland-lakes/#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20effective,for%20both%20trout%20and%20rudd.
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The internet has made the process far easier with hundreds of tutorial videos now available 

online but not everyone enjoys online learning.   

The current New Zealand fly fishing champion Ollie Bassett is now running Euro 

nymphing clinics in the Auckland/Waikato Region and is offering a couple more clinics 

this season.   

 

The next clinics will be the 18th and 19th of May . For more information on the fishing 

clinics please visit Ollie Bassett Fly Fishing on Facebook 

or olliebassettflyfishing@gmail.com. 

 

Tight Lines - Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game 

 

 

NORTHLAND FISH & GAME REEL LIFE MARCH 2024 

 

 

Late February and into March has seen the driest conditions in the region in the last couple 

of years. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/flyfishernz
mailto:olliebassettflyfishing@gmail.com
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The reservoir fisheries are seeing the effects of this, having been drawn down significantly 

due to the demand for water and low inflows. 

 

Wilsons Dam has remained at 100% capacity throughout the summer due to the Marsden 

Point refinery no longer operating. 

 

This has allowed the submerged vegetation to recover nicely after a couple of very hard 

years recently. 

 

This should see the fishery in good form heading into autumn. 

 

Surface water temperatures are warm in the reservoirs as well, which has forced the fish to 

seek refuge in the cooler water at depth. 

 

 
The Whau Valley Dam 

 

Likewise for the rivers and streams in the region. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

Many of the smaller waterways have dropped low and are running warm. 

 

This has seen the fish seek refuge in deeper pools with cooler water. 

 

They remain catchable, however, although in the clear water, a little more subtlety has been 

required. 

 

Small dry flies with a small nymph on a dropper delicately presented is effective. 

 

We are now starting to feel the chill in the evenings as autumn approaches – this will start 

to cool the streams and reservoirs as the season progresses, which will see the fish once 

again become more active. 

 

Remember that the fishing regulations have been relaxed in the Northland region with all 

waters being open all year round for all legal methods of fishing. 

 

This means that anglers can make the most of their licence purchase and fish whenever 

conditions suit them. 

 

Whilst this will be the last Reel Life report for the season, there are still six months of 

fishing left to do on the 2023-2024 licence. 

 

The reservoirs in particular fish well through the cooler months as the fish are more active, 

so don’t hang up the fishing gear. 

 

Remember that there is a competition running for those who catch fish in the region. 

 

Send us the length, weight, location and any fin clips that are visible and you will go in the 

draw to win a whole season licence for 2024-2025 to be drawn in September. Entries close 

31 August 2024. 

 

Tight lines - Northland Fish and Game Council 

 

 

ŌKATAINA UPDATE – ACCESS REDUCED 

  

Ngāti Tarāwhai publicised amended access days for all boats and watercraft vessels 

wishing to use Lake Ōkataina on Saturday the 16th of March.  

 

As per their statement of 16th March; 

https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-xkydihy-duldudldtl-y/
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“Boat and watercraft access will be preserved for four days a week, Friday to Monday daily 

6am to 8pm, until April 29 2024, subject to meeting Check-Clean-Dry requirements. Boat 

and watercraft access to the lake will be closed from Monday at 8pm until Friday 6am. 

Access will be limited to three days a week from April 30 to June 30, from Friday 7am to 

Sunday 6pm. Boats and watercraft will be restricted from going on the lake outside of those 

hours.” 

 

Eastern Fish and Game will continue to monitor the situation and advise of any changes to 

closures. Please can we remind all anglers to follow the appropriate Check, Clean, 

Dry protocol for their boats and gear to assist with the continuation of the lake being kept 

pest free and available. 

 

Freshwater gold clam | Rotorua Lakes 

  

Eastern Fish and Game Council 

 

WOMEN ON THE FLY NEW ZEALAND. 

New Zealand’s best-connected community for women who fly fish. 

We host and support events for women to try out fly fishing for the first time, and activities 

to increase confidence and skills. Our events are fun, friendly, and supportive.  By joining 

Women on The Fly NZ, you will: 

 Become a member of a best-connected community for women who fly fish. 

 Make firm friends, gain confidence and learn skills. 

 Engage in a healthy activity with proven positive effects on mental, physical, and 

social well-being. 

 Learn about our stunning New Zealand natural environment and enjoy the beauty 

of nature. 

Sign up to get updates on our upcoming events and 

classes.  https://womenonthefly.nz/join-wotf/ 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to see what we are up to and connect with others.  

www.facebook.com/WomenonTheFlyNZ/ 

https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-xkydihy-duldudldtl-j/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-xkydihy-duldudldtl-t/
https://womenonthefly.nz/
https://womenonthefly.nz/join-wotf/
http://www.facebook.com/WomenonTheFlyNZ/
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https://www.instagram.com/womenontheflynz/ 

This private WoTF Facebook group provides a safe space for women who fly fish, (or 

would like to fly fish) to share information, arrange fishing activities, and learn from each 

other about all things fly fishing.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/womenontheflynz 

Mission: 

As New Zealand’s best-connected community for women who fly fish, Women on the Fly is 

dedicated to enriching women’s lives, emphasising the benefits to mental, physical, and 

social well-being, and fostering respect for our natural environment.  We connect anglers, 

host events, and promote women-led initiatives through collaboration, building skills and 

confidence for everyone from curious beginners to experienced enthusiasts. 

 

Mitch with my fun Rainbow taken from the Piglet Pool on his first Ngongotaha Club Trip. 

He went back there the next morning and hooked 3, all bigger than my one.  

https://www.instagram.com/womenontheflynz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/womenontheflynz
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3 BAD HABITS THAT LEAD TO LOST FISH 

By Louis Cahill from the Gink & Gasoline website www.ginkandgasoline.com Check it 

out. 

 

Tired of hooking big fish just to lose them in the fight? 

 

This came up the other day when I was fishing with a buddy. Like too many anglers, he’d 

been losing big fish, one after the next, over the same simple mistakes. It was a ‘face-

palm’ moment when I pointed it out. In part because he actually knew better than to do 

any of these three things, and did them anyway. 

 

I’m not ragging on my buddy. I’ve seen plenty of anglers make these same mistakes and 

suffer the consequences. Simple habits you can get away with on the average fish become 

huge disasters when you hook a trophy. Have a look at this list and make sure you you’re 

not making the same mistakes. 

 

 

Ignoring Wind Knots 

 

How many times have you felt a wind 

knot in your leader and thought, I’ll fix it 

next time? Maybe the fishing was hot and 

you didn’t want to miss any action. How 

many times did ignoring that wind knot 

result in breaking off a nice fish? The only 

time to fix wind knots is NOW. As soon 

as you find them, and it’s a good idea to 

check your leader often. If you find wind 

knots, chafing, nicks, or anything other 

than a perfect leader, fix it right away. 

You never know if the next fish to eat 

your fly will be a trophy. 

 

 

 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/DSCF8790.jpg
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A sloppy reel 

 

Ever look down at your reel and see a 

sloppy mess of fly line poorly stacked on 

the reel? I know I have. Maybe things got 

hectic fighting the last fish or you just 

spooled up a bunch of slack line in a hurry 

when you saw a fish rising in the next 

pool. That sloppy reel is an invitation for 

disaster. Poorly spooled line can easily 

bind or knot when a strong fish starts 

ripping it off of the reel. When you see a 

bird’s nest in the making, stop, strip it all 

off of the reel and stack it neatly. It’s time 

well spent. 

 

 

 

The Statuesque Angler 

 

Like Fred McDowell said, “When the lord gets ready, 

you got to move.” I’ve seen too many anglers stand in 

one spot and watch bad things happen during a fight. 

When a big fish starts to run, you have to go with him. 

Especially if that run is downstream, or toward structure. 

If you are not able to maintain a ninety degree 

connection to the fish, or use side pressure against him, 

you’ve got to move. And sometimes you’ve got to move 

fast. 

 

I remember a time when I was on a photo shoot and the 

angler hooked a huge trout, which tore off downstream. 

It was a rough wade and the angler wasn’t confident 

about moving downstream in a hurry. I put down the 

camera and we locked arms and chased the fish together. 

Stay light on your feet like a boxer. They call it fighting 

a fish for a reason. 

 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/edit-5724.jpg
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/DSF1356-Edit-2.jpg
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Fly fishing is a craft as much as a sport, and attention to detail is key to success. If you 

find that you are making any of these mistakes, make today the day to start good new 

habits. When that trophy fish eats our fly, you’ll be ready for success. 

 

Louis Cahill - Gink & Gasoline 

www.ginkandgasoline.com   

hookups@ginkandgasoline.com  

 

WORLD RECORDS 

By Graham Little 

 

Age and some physical impediments have caught up with me. Being significantly less 

sprightly has meant less fishing for several years now. It was wonderful. Like gaping in 

awe drifting north of Cape Karikari to have a school rise surrounding the boat for a 

kilometer at least in every direction. Then gob smacked sitting on a rock about Cape 

Runaway, sipping coffee as a huge kingfish climbs half out of the water chasing our 

Kahawai bait fleeing from being eaten, with the guide going bananas on the other side of 

the event… get the rod, get the fucking rod. And watching a school off Cape Brett carefully 

part as a huge Mako idled over to the boat to have a look.  The most unconcerned fish in 

the presence of big Mako one can imagine, they knew it was not feeding.  Then for me, the 

piece de resistance, a huge dad Orca drift over and check out its kids were safe frolicking 

about the boat. To look into the eye of this giant animal, assess it, and to suddenly realize 

it was looking back, and I was being assessed … are my kids safe? 

 

Among the years, hours of pleasure on the water fishing there are also world records. The 

joy of relaxed fishing for me is a major part of life. Significantly passed, but yet with intent 

to add to my world records. This short essay discusses what it takes to get two world records 

and come close to several more.  

 

First, why? Work, and pleasure. Why make pleasure tense, tight, and disciplined like work? 

Like work, the key to getting world records is preparation. Anyone can fluke a record. But 

to do that one must be fishing with regulation gear. I always did, I decided at the beginning 

of my saltwater fly fishing I would tightly adhere to all regulations. It follows my first 

record was a fluke. But it goes too far to assert it as an accident.  

 

I was fishing around Great Barrier Island, I was using correct gear, with a 3 kg tippet I 

knew was regulation, I was fishing in small bays and over shallow rocky drop offs, using 

a small white clouser imitating drifting burley, suited to snapper. I knew the snapper salt-

fly world records. Was I fishing for a record? No I was not, but I knew if the fish turned 

up, I had all the regulation gear to claim a record. Did I want to catch a fish? Yes, I did.  

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
mailto:hookups@ginkandgasoline.com
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Preferably one to keep, as we know pan sized snapper are great eating. Even so landing a 

fish was not the priority, were it different I would have used much heavier tippet. No 

record, and no chance of record. It took about eight hours over two days, but the fish turned 

up. The unregulated scale on the boat said it was a record. I weighed it on local grocery 

shop scales, filled in the paperwork, and had my first record and my feed. A fish of 3.2 kg 

on 3 kg tippet.  

 

I decided I liked the challenge. So every so often interspersed with pleasure trips I would 

seek a record. The second record was deliberate, of David Rocks out from Auckland. We 

laid burley for three hours before I even began fishing, we could see the fish in the trail. 

Even so I landed several fish before I got the record. Less impressive, but still a record, 3 

kg fish but this time on 6 kg tippet.  

 

The first record was very careful playing the fish, any wrong move and the tippet would 

break. The second record had much greater leeway playing the fish, the challenge was more 

in finding the fish. I made several more attempts to hook very much larger snapper, David 

Rocks, Bay of Islands, Cape Karikari and Rangiputa, landed some good fish, but none a 

record.   I also explored Kingfish world records, the majority had been created in the back 

swirl in Tauranga Harbour, a Dr Godfrey.  Most were decades old. He had caught the fish 

from an anchored boat, using heavy burley of piper with a piper lure. It was when the back 

swirl carried volumes of bait fish, which drew in the predators. I attempted to imitate his 

efforts several times, landed fish but no record. Also had the misfortune when a large cargo 

ship ran over my line when playing a king, I had line plus about 100 meters of backing. 

My line was cut in half.  

 

Fishing off Rocky Point Bay of Islands, I came closest I ever got to a kingfish world record. 

I was fishing with 3 kg tippet. Landed a fish heavier than the record, but it was just after 

regulations had changed and king fish keepers had to be longer than the fish I caught, so I 

missed the record by bit under 2 cm.   

 

So summary of how to get a world record: Know what one is doing and careful preparation.  

 

But most, make sure to enjoy the day. Tight lines. 

 

 

CLASSIC PRO TIP: STRETCH FOR SUCCESS 

By Phil Monahan – From the Orvis website https://news.orvis.com/  

 

If you haven’t been out fishing for a few months, weeks, or even days, chances are that 

your line has settled into a series of coils from being on your reel for so long. When you 

peel line off the spool, you can see how the line’s “memory” causes it to coil on the ground. 

https://news.orvis.com/
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(The core and coating characteristics of the line and the air temperature determine how 

much memory a line exhibits in this situation.) 

Line memory is a problem for two reasons: when the line travels through the rod guides 

during casting, it doesn’t travel in a straight line, and the rubbing of the coils against the 

guides introduces unwanted friction that means you have to work harder to get line out. 

This limits your ability to shoot line. Once the line is on the water, it won’t lie straight, so 

there’s unnecessary slack between you and your fly, which can make setting the hook more 

difficult. It’s also important to have a straightened line when you’re casting out of a boat 

because coiled line will tangle more. 

So, you need to straighten your line by stretching it. There are three ways to do this, all 

simple and effective. 

The most straightforward method requires an anchor and about 100 feet of clear space. 

1. Cut your leader back until it’s about 10-pound-test. Tie a loop in the end. 

2. Attach the loop to an anchor: a branch, a nail sticking out of the trunk of a tree, etc. 

3. With your drag set medium-tight, back away from the anchor until most if not all of 

your line is outside the reel. 

4. Clamp your hand on the reel and pull back smoothly. You don’t want to tug the line 

sharply; you’re simply trying to stretch it. Thirty seconds of stretching ought to do 

the job. 

5. Take a few steps forward, to release tension on the line and see if it falls to the ground 

in a straight line. 

6. Reel up as you normally would, and go fishing. 

If you don’t have a lot space, but you have a smooth pole (a flagpole, a fencepost, etc.) that 

won’t abrade your line, you can double the line when you stretch it. Just like our sartorially 

splendid friend Steve Edge does in the video above, loop your line around the pole, and 

hold the end of the line in your left hand. Back up, allowing line to come off your reel until 

you’ve got the length you’d like to stretch. Clamping down on the line against the rod and 

holding tight to the end of the line, pull back smoothly, as described above.  
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Line that’s been on a reel for a while develops coils that make casting more difficult. 

Photo by Phil Monahan 

 

If you have neither the time nor the space to do the above–if you’re on a boat, for instance–

you can stretch the line by hand. Since you’re probably not going to cast the entire line at 

any point during your fishing day, you only really have to stretch the front 50 feet or so. 

It’s easy to stretch it in about 3-foot sections. 

1. With one hand on the front end of the line, use the other hand to grab the line 3 feet 

away. 

2. Stretch that section by pulling your hands apart and holding for a few seconds. (Be 

careful as you’re stretching. If you accidentally pull the line through your bare hand, 

you can get a nasty line burn.) 

3. Then grab the next three feet, and repeat the process, and so on, until you’ve stretched 

as much as you expect to cast plus one more 3-foot section. 

Watch the line as you drop it to the ground or the bottom of the boat to ensure that you’re 

getting the kinks out. 

https://news.orvis.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/memory.jpg
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EDITORS NOTE 

 

Play Nice. 

 

Let’s all make a point of showing respect to our fellow anglers. That %$&*hole that is 

fishing your favourite spot is just out enjoying the same things that you like to enjoy. You 

probably have more in common with him or her than you do different. So be nice. 

 

Also, that ****hole may well turn out to be your Surgeon for your upcoming operation, or 

possibly your waiter at that restaurant you were going to try out tonight. Do you really want 

to piss those people off???  

 

 

FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President - Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna                    president@nsff.org.nz   

Secretary - Mike Martindale   489 1082   Takapuna                    secretary@nsff.org.nz        

Treasurer - Barrie Barnes  021 925 006 Glenfield                     treasurer@nsff.org.nz  

Magazine - Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay                  iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee – Allen French   021 1018 838 Birkdale          a_bfrench@hotmail.com  

Members      Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote           maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 

           Neil Smit   021 274 5625 West Harbour        neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz  
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