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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

No Report from Dave this month, he is taking a well-earned break.

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE

Some of you will already know that the Club has a Facebook Page. It has been underutilized
for a while and this is just a reminder to those who already know and information for those
who didn’t know until now. The link is below, and also on the Clubs Website
https://nsff.org.nz/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/217979378948826/members



https://nsff.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217979378948826/members

Please do join the page and post away, it really is a case of every post will encourage others
to post and before we know it the Club will have a thriving online presence.

FISHING REPORT

Auckland / Waikato

Mitch made the effort to hike into the backcountry before it all closes for spawning and
had an absolute ball. Plenty of fish, fat and willing to take a fly. No report from our other
‘local waters’ but there are still fish to be caught and many of them will still be ‘looking

up’.

Rotorua

Hard, bloody hard, and super crowded. | have never seen the Ngongotaha that busy except
perhaps on opening day. As a result the fish were very spooky and combined with very low
and clear water it was less than easy fishing. Still, fish were caught and fun was had.

Mark with an absolute cracker of 9.5pds caught just before the big rain 10 days ago.
Photo courtesy of Mark Norton.
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Taupo
A big flood of 730 cumecs went through the Tongariro last week and while it has not

majorly changed the river it has definitely made changes to a number of pools. So exploring
and learning the new lies will be the way to go on your next visit. There are still some very
nice Browns in the river and this recent rain has bought good numbers of Rainbows in as
well.

All the other Taupo tributaries have been in flood and will have some fresh fish pulsing
through.

Ryan with a stunning 9.5pd Brownie caught in the upper Tongariro. Photo courtesy of
Ryan Schierhout.
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Saltwater

‘The Reef’ is continuing to produce, as can be seen from this excellent catch below. All

taken on the fly and from the shore by Leon.

Leon at it again with Dinner for the family. Photo courtesy of Leon Bathurst.
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Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to

iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines — Freddy Da Fish.
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LAST CLUB NIGHT

Last month we had Hamish Murray talking to us. It was an informative evening and thank
you once again Hamish.

NEXT CLUB NIGHT — 21t MAY 7.30 PM

This month we have Johan Kok talking to us about fishing in the Lake Aniwhenua and
Whanganui River competitions. Johan, as many of us will know, is a very accomplished
fly fisher and is a repository of helpful information and tips that can only help us all to
catch more fish on these, and other, waters.

This is sure to be an enjoyable night and we look forward to seeing you there.

WHY WE FISH

"One evening | was awakened from a deep sleep by a weird noise coming from
my husband, only to find out he was dreaming and he was a Dry Fly. | suspected
then, and now realize, his dreams are not made up of wild crazy women, only
episodes of his days of being in the stream."

Jan Thousand

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .
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FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-
fishing dating service...

Name Availability Contact Details
Ron Blair Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Graham Carter Lives in Hamilton, keen on 021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips. 07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer Home 09 420 3120
weekdays. email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Gary Bolstad Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even Mobile 022 379 3070

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish & gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.
Derek Robinson Retired available most times keen to do Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things. Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com

CLUB TROPHIES

Brown Trout Trophy — This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year — 1% April to 31%t March. Current holder is Fikrit Chinassi.

Chain Snore Trophy — A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Steven Burgess!

lan Hunt Memorial Trophy — Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.
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I Love Flyfishing Trophy — Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year — 1%t April to 31 March. Current holder

is Russell Nelson.

Rodd And Gunn Trophy — This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One day on a Lake and one day on a River. The Winner this year is Duncan Frew.

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. The winner of this year’s event is Duncan Frew.

The winner of this year’s River section is Duncan Frew.
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Spencer WithihiS’fil’S't Ngngotha Trout. Photo courtesy of Ryan Schierhout.




y location absolutely full of fat Rainbows and Browns. But the
climb down is not for the faint hearted.

stunning backcountr




Mitch with the results of the climb. Photo courtesy of Mitchell Blackburn.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

"Fly fishermen are born honest, but they get over it."”

Ed Zern

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES

Winning fish will be determined by weight.

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.

Details to be provided to any committee member.

Competition period April 1% to March 31% . Prize awarded at AGM in April.
Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter.

NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1%t April in one year to 31% March in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY
Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having
a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something
there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee
Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter).

Club Videos
Flyfishing with Dave McLellan June 2015 (15 DVD’s)
New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s)
Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier
Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson

New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production

Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production

Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting

10



http://www.nsff.org.nz/

Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume I Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote VVolume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick
The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz
Fly Fishing in NZ
Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing
SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April Vokey and others
Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon
Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing
Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter
NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs)
Snapper Secrets (vol 2)
Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3)
How to Fish Rapala Lures
Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1
Fly Fishing For Reservoir Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church
Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas
Fishing in Fiordland
Wee Wets and Small Drys

CLUB TRIPS 2025 - 2026

February —Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes —FEB 2026

March — Lake Otamangakau — MAR 2026

May — Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes —-MAY 2026

July — Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo — JUL 2025

August — Tongariro — Club River Fishing Competition — AUG 2025

September — Tauranga Taupo — SEP 2025

November — Lake based Club Competition Trip — NOV 2025

December / January — Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December — Lake Otamangakau — NOV 2025

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.
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Yong Joso showing Dad how to do it with a great Tongariro Rainbow. Photo
courtesy of Tim Ross.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH

A man had just settled into his seat next to the window on the plane when
another man sat down in the aisle seat and put his black Labrador Retriever in
the middle seat next to the man.

The first man looked very quizzically at the dog and asked why the dog was
allowed on the plane.

The second man explained that he was a DEA agent and that the dog was a
'sniffing dog'. 'His name is Sniffer and he's the best there is. I'll show you once
we get airborne, when | put him to work.'

The plane took off , and once it has levelled out, the agent said, "Watch this.' He
told Sniffer to 'search.’

Sniffer jumped down, walked along the aisle, and finally sat very purposefully
next to a woman for several seconds. Sniffer then returned to his seat and put
one paw on the agent's arm.

The agent said, 'Good boy', and he turned to the man and said, "That woman is
in possession of marijuana, so I'm making a note of her seat number and the
authorities will apprehend her when we land.

'Say, that's pretty neat,' replied the first man. Once again, the agent sent Sniffer
to search the aisles. The Lab sniffed about, sat down beside a man for a few
seconds, returned to its seat, and this time he placed two paws on the agent's
arm.

The agent said, "That man is carrying cocaine, so again, I'm making a note of
his seat number for the police.'

‘I like it!" said his seat mate.
The agent then told Sniffer to 'search’ again.

Sniffer walked up and down the aisles for a little while, sat down for a moment,
13




and then came racing back to the agent, jumped into the middle seat and
proceeded to shyte all over the place.

The first man was really grossed out by this behaviour and couldn't figure out
how or why a well-trained dog would behave like that, so he asked the agent,
'What's going on?'

The agent nervously replied, 'He just found a bomb.’

" Dad getting in on the act. Photo courtesy of Tim Ross.
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The Club Trip to Ngongotaha was great
fun and thank you so much to everyone
involved! Pictured clockwise from top
left: Faith having Breki at the Tanty
Pool, Mitch and a fresh run Rainbow
from Brown Town, Garry and Kerry
(the Kkids) at The Piglet, and Ryan with
a 5pd Tanty Rainbow.
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TIPS AND TRICKS

At an earlier Club Meeting we had a session all about Tips and Tricks that we might choose
to use with our fishing. With that in mind we will use this section for any helpful little Tips
that anyone may have that can benefit us all. So, if you have a quick Tip that you are happy
to share just let me know on iconpromote@gmail.com .

1) Polarized Sunglasses and low light conditions. When the sun has either not yet
risen, or has gone behind the hills but not yet set, it can make it quite dark on the
river, especially if you are fishing somewhere with high banks and lots of riverside
trees. This is where a Yellow coloured lens can really come into its own. The yellow
lens actually enhances the light and makes everything brighter, allowing you to see
your indicator and or the fish, so much better.

FISH AND GAME LINKS

Fishing access maps

If you are travelling around the country or even if you are staying close to home, Fish &

Game has updated our online access maps.

You can check out the links on this page for where you intend to fish this season. We have
loads of locations for anglers around the country for you to get in a bit of fishing. Have a
look; you might be surprised to find a spot close to you that you never knew existed.

Trout fishing made easy

Our YouTube channel has heaps of helpful videos that will help you catch fish.

We have everything from Five Quick Tips for River Fishingto Lake Fishing and our
popular boat fishing video. There are also many other videos on lures, soft baits and fishing
locations that can provide tips and tricks for anglers of all skill levels.

CLUB DAY TRIPS, FLYTYING, AND CASTING PACTICE

Back in early January we sent out an email asking for a show of interest in these activities
and we had a great response resulting in them all going ahead. So far we have had 1 Day
Trip out to an Auckland Saltwater spot, 2 Day Trips to fish a Waikato Stream, 2 Fly-tying
sessions and 3 Fly Casting Practices at Onepoto Park in Northcote.

16



mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-celkdd-ihmtjtjlk-f/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-celkdd-ihmtjtjlk-z/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-celkdd-ihmtjtjlk-v/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-celkdd-ihmtjtjlk-e/
https://newsletter.fishandgame.org.nz/t/y-l-celkdd-ihmtjtjlk-s/

A massive thank you to Club Members who volunteered to help with these. Lewis Peart
ran the Saltwater Day Trip and is already planning another. Johan Kok ran the Freshwater
Day Trip on Saturday and he is also planning another for early next month. Warren Derrick
and Mike Martindale have both been helping out with the Casting Practice. And Mike has
also been helping out with the Fly Tying as well.

Everyone involved is extremely appreciative of your efforts and your free sharing of your
fishing knowledge.

TOM ROSENBAUER ON BEST PRACTICES FOR WADER CARE AND FIT
https://midcurrent.com/2025/04/28/best-practices-for-wader-fit-and-care/

The above is a link to the Tom Rosenbauer Podcast and it is full of very useful wader
information.

Waders are one of our most expensive purchases, outside of a rod and reel, and in order to
make them last longer we need to take good care of them, so they stay waterproof and
comfortable. Tom Rosenbauer says he gets a lot of questions about wader care, storage,
and washing instructions. Fit can also affect how long waders last and how comfortable
they are.

Tom’s guest this week is Natalie Cullum [interview starts at 27:14], Orvis product
developer in charge of waders and technical outerwear. She knows all about the fabric used
in waders, the technology involved in their construction, and how critical fit is in their
comfort and durability. If you are looking for a new pair of waders this season—no matter
which brand you buy—or if you want to make your current pair of waders last longer, this
podcast is essential listening.

CHERRY PICKING OR FULL COVERAGE?

Which approach will put the most fish in your net?

by Domenick Swentosky

Taken from the NZFFA website and originally abridged from “Hatch” magazine, U.S.

| sat atop an overbuilt picnic table in the damp shade of a large pine tree watching one
angler after another fish the water beside me. Like a slow and silent time-lapse parade, over
the span of an hour, the next fisherman took the position of the one before him, casting to
the same water at the same angles — interchangeable, carbon copy approaches.
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It was in central Pennsylvania, U.S. and instead of participating, | was watching the action
at Fisherman’s Paradise on Spring Creek. A few weeks removed from surgery (two
herniated discs), | was strung up in a neck brace and
just thankful to be alive and recovering, outside again
and close to my home waters.

The Paradise is a well-named stretch of river with
catch and release regulations over the densest
population of wild brown trout in the state — and
wading is (mercifully) not permitted.

Same and Same Again

From my seat on the table, | could easily picture
myself casting to the same lies from the same angles
as the other fishermen— because | had. In fact, | had
thrown flies at those fish hundreds of times, and yet, I’d most always done it the same way
as those in the procession. Maybe it’s easier to forgive repetition and similarity when forced
to fish from the banks, though.

The fish at the Paradise have seen it all and are the pre-eminent example of educated trout.
To catch them with any regularity you either need rare, continuous dumb luck, or you need
to do something a bit different — new angles, new approaches.

| learned a lot in that month. As my body healed, | took many slow walks beside the river
to observe. Without a fly rod in hand, | was open to a new perspective, and | realised that
| could improve my catch rate by altering my approach.

Innate Ability

Seemingly built into the fishiest guys is an innate ability to know where a trout will choose
to spend its hours resting and feeding. Some men, born to fish, read the water with instinct
and precision. The rest of us must learn this skill through trial and error.

The anglers in the parade | watched from the table were fishing Sulphur dry flies at one
prime spot then moving on to the next — cherry picking. It’s the most popular approach
because it produces, and because it’s easy to find confidence while fishing the best water
on the river.

What struck me at Paradise that day was how ingrained our habits are. The fishermen’s
paths along popular rivers lead from one prime spot to another, leaving a lot of good in-
between water mostly un-fished, and if I don’t actively think and plan a different approach,
I catch myself following these paths.
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Adjustment

Cherry picking or hole hopping is an enjoyable approach, and sometimes it’s even easy.
Working an entire stretch of water can be harder, but once learned, it’s a more productive
long-term strategy. When cherry picking, it’s easy to simply walk to the next piece of water
that suits your rig, but full coverage requires frequent adaptation and adjustment of rigs
and tactics. Some water will be better suited for nymphs under an indicator, some will have
active and rising fish best suited for emergers or wets, and some tricky spots can only be
fished effectively with streamers. The changes required are many. It can be tough to see it
all through, but it’s worth it.

If you think you know your favourite water intimately, and you are getting bored with the
same routines, maybe it’s time to re-analyse. Look at it from a new perspective. Walk a
favourite stretch without the fly rod, and try to see what you’ve never seen before. Notice
the areas where you’ve not caught fish and make a plan for a new approach. Hole hopping.
Cherry picking. If it’s working, great. When it’s not, try revising the plan to full coverage.
Use the two strategies in tandem, approaching the water with new vision every time.

Whatever you choose, be sure to come up with a good reason for doing so — all good
fisherman need a theory.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

"I look into my fly box, and think about all the elements | should consider in
choosing the perfect fly: water temperature, what stage of development the bugs
are in, what the fish are eating right now. Then “I remember what a guide told
me: 'Ninety percent of what a trout eats is brown and fuzzy and about five-
eighths of an inch long."

Alison Moir-Smith
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TROUT FISHING DOGMA
This article was written by Peter Bishop many years ago.

Most aspects of human endeavour have collected their share of dogma and cant. Trout
fishing is one sport where a short-sighted, blinkered view of how things could and should
be done is rife amongst a self-appointed ‘elite’.

There are some in this sport of ours, thankfully only a very few, that consider it some kind
of duty to mystify and ritualize trout fishing. Most of these seem to be in the fly-fishing
fraternity. They try to imbue trout fishing with an almost religious mysticism, complete
with rituals and conventions. These ‘purists’ attach themselves to one form of trout fishing
and will brook no deviation from this ‘pure’ practice. Bah and humbug!

If you are new to fishing for trout and you encounter someone who tries to convert you to
‘one way’, quickly run one way — away.

But sometimes, it can take years for lessons learned on the water to filter through the dogma
and cant that getting older seems to build up in the brain cells. We are supposed to get
wiser with age. As my boys persist in reminding me, my broad mind and narrow waist have
swapped places.

I am struck more and more often by the realization that we humans love to make and apply
rules to all sorts of activities, and fishing is no exception. Trouble is, we extend this desire
to apply rules to try and cover creatures that have no knowledge of our rules. More damning
of our arrogance is that we try to imbue wild animals, such as fish, with human traits that
are derived from the human ability for abstract thought. Abstract thought, the ability to link
apparently disparate things together to form a whole, is supposed to be the thing that
separates us from animals.

So we go on perpetuating the dogma, cant and rules, forgetting one rule that has no
exceptions. To do anything that is exceptional requires — by definition — breaking the
‘rules’. Catching an exceptional fish means doing something out of the ordinary, something
outside the rules, something exceptional.

If we continue to do things as we have always done them, we can only expect to get the
results we always have!
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Faith with a lovely 4pd fresh run Rainbow caught on her second cast of the recent Club

Trip to Ngongotaha. Photo courtesy of Faith Moon.
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FISHING FUNNIES

- - ‘ = 1 ~II o _

. _relaxmmwav*to gew

i

22




(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??

In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights — what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.

Thank you - Your committee

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE

Cap — $15.00 Inclusive of GST

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights.

Meetings held the 374 Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE
Club Patron — Dave McLellan

President - Dave Symes 486-6257 Takapuna president@nsff.org.nz
Secretary - Mike Martindale 020 445 4337 Takapuna secretary@nsff.org.nz
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925006 Glenfield treasurer@nsff.org.nz
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee — Allen French 021 1018 838 Birkdale a_bfrench@hotmail.com
Members  Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

Neil Smit 021 274 5625 West Harbour neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz

Andrew Todd — 021 124 8004 Takapuna andrewbtodd@hotmail.com

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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