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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

It looks like Summer has well and truly arrived with light winds and temperatures in the
high twenties. Quite a contrast to only a week ago when our club trip to Lake Otamangakau
was “dogged” by annoying winds and even whitecaps, which limited our options for
fishing spots. For the first time in many years, | had a “blank” and after casting for three
days and nights, I didn’t get so much as a “touch”!




However, Leon and Lucas Bathurst did rather well with the first fish to Leon on the
Thursday afternoon being a beautiful rainbow hen of 5.1kg’s. Later in the trip, Lucas had
a personal best of a brown trout weighing 4.2kg’s. They both also got “skunked” by some
larger fish so that might suggest that the new protocols of only 2 fish to keep, none over
55cm’s and closing the lake during the hottest month of February, may already be
producing those much sought after trophies.

New club member, Nigel Comber, had a memorable introduction to the “big O”. While
currently using his kayak to navigate the lake, an old mate and former club member, Brian
Claxton, took Nigel out in the evening on his small “flats boat™ to fish into the dark. Close
to sunset, Nigel had 2 serious hookups on big fish which used their cunning to firstly find
the outboard while the second used the anchor warp to effect their escape. Nigel was clearly
impressed by the power of these fish and also realized that trying to win such a fight from
a kayak, might well end up with an unplanned swim!

At this time of the year, | would have normally expected to see intense insect activity in
the form of hatching damsel flies and caddis flies but these were almost totally absent. |
principally use a floating line on the lake and nymphs imitating these insects so that is my
(‘rather feeble) excuse for my poor performance. Speaking to Leon later, it seems that most
of his success was from using an intermediate sinking line and quite a large black rabbit
fly with a pink bead and a reasonably quick retrieve.

Our next club trip to Lake Otamangakau is in March next year when | hope that a nice hot
Summer and a closed February, will see plenty of big, hungry trout ready to grab our
“offerings™! Our speaker on the 17" of March next year and prior to the club trip, will be
Ollie Bassett. Ollie spoke to us a couple of months ago about setting up for backcountry
fishing and his presentation was excellent. As many of you will recall, Ollie is currently
the New Zealand fly fishing champion and in March, he will be speaking about one of his
favourite venues. None other than Lake Otamangakau! It will be very worthwhile for
everyone to make a diary note to avoid missing out on some priceless information.

In the meantime, it’s the season of big hats and SPF 50+ so look after that epidermal layer.
As the years catch up with us, we find that skin has a long memory.

See you at the Christmas meeting on December 171,

Dave Symes
President.




SCAMS

With the plethora of ever more sophisticated Scams out there these days we felt it a good
time to remind everyone that the Club Will Never Send You An Invoice for Subs or Club
Trips. If you receive an invoice saying it is from the Club then it is a Scam. Do not open it,
do not pay it.

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE

Some of you will already know that the Club has a Facebook Page. It has been underutilized
for a while and this is just a reminder to those who already know and information for those
who didn’t know until now. The link is below, and also on the Clubs Website
https://nsff.org.nz/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/217979378948826/members

Please do join the page and post away, it really is a case of every post will encourage others
to post and before we know it the Club will have a thriving online presence.

FISHING REPORT

Auckland / Waikato
Collectively there have been quite a few reports from the Coromandel area over the last
month. As you would expect they have varied enormously and have been dependent on the
conditions. The good news is there are plenty of fish in the river systems and they are in
good condition. So if you have T

the chance you can get some
good fun on the rivers.

Steve C. has been having some
good fun down in the Awakino
area, but be careful, after the big
flood there are a lot of changes
to the river and undoubtedly
some new and unexpected holes
to step into.

Steve with a very nice back
county Rainbow. Photo courtesy
of Stephen Charles.
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Rotorua
A new season but no reports yet. Someone get down there and let us know ©

Taupo
Big O — as Dave said above, if you can figure out what they want, then there are some

spectacular fish to be caught.

Lake Taupo — The Jiggers and Trollers continue to do well. John C. was out trolling his
favourite runs recently and did very well. As well as the boat fishing there are starting to
be some fish smelting in the shallows. This can be an extremely fun way to fish with the
hits being hard and the fishing spectacular.

On the rivers — Small natural nymphs, Hare & Copper / Pheasant Tails / Caddis in sizes 14
t016, have been getting the best results during the day. During the evenings there continues
to be a good hatch most nights, as long as the weather is ok. Also they have started to see
a few Cicada out and about near the rivers.

Saltwater

Down at Browns bay on Tuesday there were birds working everywhere with what looked
like schools of Kahawai feeding all over the bay. This has got to be good news for the shore
based fly caster!

Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to

iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines — Freddy Da Fish.

LAST CLUB NIGHT

Last month we had Johan talking to us about his recent expedition up the Zambesi River
chasing Tiger Fish. It was a very enjoyable evening and thank you once again Johan.

NEXT CLUB NIGHT — 17" DECEMBER 7.30 PM

This month we have our Christmas function. As usual it will be catered and include door
prizes. This is sure to be an enjoyable evening. We hope to see you all there.

And don’t forget we have no Club Meeting in January.
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WHY WE FISH

"Our tradition is that of the first man who sneaked away to the creek when the
tribe did not really need fish."

Roderick Haig-Brown

CLUB TROPHIES

Brown Trout Trophy — This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year — 1% April to 315 March. Current holder is Fikrit Chinassi.

Chain Snore Trophy — A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer. Current Holder is Allen French!

lan Hunt Memorial Trophy — Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year. Current holder is Lucas Bathurst.

I Love Flyfishing Trophy — Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year — 1%t April to 31 March. Current holder
is Russell Nelson.

Rodd And Gunn Trophy — This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One day on a Lake and one day on a River. The Winner this year is Duncan Frew.

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. The winner of this year’s event is Duncan Frew.

The winner of this year’s River section is Johan Kok.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

"All the romance of trout fishing exists in the mind of the angler and is in no way
shared by the fish.”

Harold F. Blaisdell




NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS DVD LIBRARY
Over the years the Club has purchased some videos and been very fortunate in having
a number more donated for Club Members use. There is almost certainly something
there that will appeal to you. So if you would like to borrow one just let any Committee
Member know (contact details are on the back page of this Newsletter).

Club Videos
Flyfishing with Dave McLellan June 2015 (15 DVD’s)
New Zealand FlyTying (with John Giacon) A Tight Lines Ltd Presentation (2 DVD’s)
Tie A Fly with John Morton The Master Fly Tier
Blue Water Fishing Techniques (ITM Fishing Show) Matt Watson
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 6) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
New Zealand Trophy Waters (Volume 7) Bruce Masson A Deep Stream Production
Running Down The Man A Felt Soul Media Production
Advanced Fly Casting Doug Swisher Essence of Fly Casting
Chasing Silver (Tarpon fishing in Florida) Howard Films. Com
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 1 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Reservoirs Part 2 Boat Tackle, Tactics and Flies
How to Succeed on Small Stillwaters Part 2 Stalking Patterns and Techniques
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote VVolume | Nelson District-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures Going Remote Volume 2 West Coast-Mike Kirkpatrick
NZ Fly Fishing Adventures The Distant Browns of Emerald-Mike Kirkpatrick
The Manic Guide to Fly Casting Rene Vaz
Fly Fishing in NZ
Stealth with a Fly-NZ Wilderness waters Dean Bell Fly Fishing
SoulFish 2 Global fly fishing Adventures with April VVokey and others
Gulf Harbour Outdoors with Geoff Thomas NZ fly fishing for Trout and Salmon
Salt Water Fly Fishing Game Fishing
Bugs of the Underworld Lisa Cutter
NZ Fly Fishing MP4s Youtube Video’s (4 discs)
Snapper Secrets (vol 2)
Fly Fishing in NZ (fishing Clips from Mobil Sport on TV3)
How to Fish Rapala Lures
Essential Patterns with Oliver Edwards Vol 1
Fly Fishing For Reservoir Trout (at Pitsford) Bob Church
Trout Secrets with Geoff Thomas
Fishing in Fiordland
Wee Wets and Small Drys




CLUB TRIPS 2025 - 2026

February —Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes —FEB 19" 20" 21t 2026

March — Lake Otamangakau — MAR 191 201 21t 2026

May — Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes —~MAY 215t 22" 23" 2026

July — Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo — JUL 2026

August — Tongariro — Club River Fishing Competition — AUG 2026

September — Tauranga Taupo — SEP 2026

December / January — Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December — Lake Otamangakau — DEC 2026

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

FEBRUARY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA

This February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the weekend
of Friday 20", Saturday 21%, Sunday 22" February. We will again be staying at the
Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $125.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’
accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you want to come down
on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $55 to make it $180.00.

Also, a variety of private rooms are available as well.

If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make ASAP and then pay your
money to the Club in any of the normal ways.

« internet banking to the Club’s bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
ASB Alc #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga
as a reference);

e Or by Cash on the December or February Club Nights

Duncan — 021 648 956 — iconpromote@gmail.com
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Faith with a lovely ‘Ngonga’ Club Trip Rainbow. Photo courtesy of Faith Moon.

JOKE OF THE MONTH

A lady about 8 months pregnant got on a bus she noticed the old man opposite her was
smiling at her. She immediately moved to another seat. This time the smile turned into a
grin, so she moved again.




The man seemed more amused. When on the fourth move, the man burst out laughing,
she complained to the driver and he had the man arrested.

The case came up in court. The judge asked the man (about 80 years old) what he had to
say for himself.

The old man replied, Well your Honor, it was like this : When the lady got on the bus, |
couldn’t help but notice her condition. She sat down under a sign that said, “The Double

Mint Twins are coming” and I grinned.

Then she moved and sat under a sign that said, “Logan’s Liniment will reduce the
swelling”, and I had to smile.

Then she placed herself under a deodorant sign that said, “William’s Big Stick Did the
Trick”, and I could hardly contain myself.

But, Your Honor, when she moved the fourth time and sat under a sign that said,
“Goodyear Rubber could have prevented this Accident”, I just lost it.

“CASE DISMISSED!!”

TIPS AND TRICKS

At an earlier Club Meeting we had a session all about Tips and Tricks that we might choose
to use with our fishing. With that in mind we will use this section for any helpful little Tips
that anyone may have that can benefit us all. So, if you have a quick Tip that you are happy
to share just let me know on iconpromote@gmail.com .

Top 3 December Angler Tips - From Johan, the new owner of I Love Fly Fishing.

1. Focus on Terrestrials *

As temperatures climb, terrestrial insects like Cicadas, Brown Beetle, and Manuka Beetle
will start appearing. Ensure your fly box is stocked with high-floating, realistic or attractor
patterns for these larger food sources.
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2. Go Long and Fine

With low, clear water common in December, trout become incredibly wary. To beat their
educated eyes, extend your leader to 12-18 feet and drop your tippet size down to 4X or
5X. A perfect presentation is more important than a pattern on the really tricky fish.

3. Fish the "Windows™
The best surface action can often be found during specific windows:
Morning/Evening: Look for Mayfly and Caddis hatches.

Midday: This is prime time for sun-dazed terrestrials (like beetles and cicadas) falling onto
the water.

Cloudy/Overcast: These conditions can prolong nymphing and dry fly action throughout
the day.

Get your summer gear ready! Do you need to stock up on new beetle patterns or high-vis
indicators for sight fishing?

FISHING SEASON IS ON — Here's How We Can Help You Get The Most Out Of It

The team at Fish & Game hope that all anglers have been able to get out for a fish in the
first month of the season.

The weather has certainly been challenging, but here at Fish & Game we have some great
resources available if you are forced to change plans on the fly.

Our world-class access mapping pages here will help you explore new spots and guide you
to the easiest points to get on the water.

Our regional links above always have great tips and tricks, and the intel on your region’s
fishing, or the region that you might want to explore to try out some new opportunities.

We also have some great resources on our YouTube channel, plus our regions often have
upcoming events for anglers of all skill levels on their Facebook pages.
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CLUB DAY TRIPS, FLYTYING, AND CASTING PACTICE

We have set up 4 Whats Ap Groups for Freshwater Day Trips / Salt Water Day Trips /
Casting Practice / and Flytying. We have had several Day Trips, Fly Casting sessions and
Flytying sessions already.

If you are keen to join these groups just let us know.
Contact Mike secretary@nsff.org.nz or Duncan iconpromote@gmail.com

i, p
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The Coromandel can provide a lot of relatively close fun fishing. Photo courtesy of
Andrew Todd.
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Lunch break, Andrew T, Jesse, and AI‘Ien, on the recent Day Trip to the Coromandel.
Photos courtesy of Andrew Todd.
Below, they did actually do some fishing too.

12




FOR SALE

Dennis Smith, a Founding Member of the Club is selling a bunch of his
gear. If you are interested, give him a call.

FLY RODS FOR SALE

1 Sage  XP 890

2 Sage Z - Axis 5100-4
3 Sage  GFL 890 RPL

4 Scott  Radian 4022107

5 Scott L2H1158/4

FLY REELS FOR SALE

1 Lamson Guru G3 black

2 Lamson Velocity 2.0

3 Lamson Velocity 1.5

8 line 9’0 2piece s&t $500
5line 10°0” 4 piece s&t  $500
8line 9°0” 2 piece s&t  $300
5line 10°0” 4 piece s&t  $900

8line 11°6” 4 piece s&t $900
(2-handed rod)

Reel + 2 spare spools $500

Floating, int. sink & fast sink lines incl.

Reel + 2 spare spools $300
Floating & 2 sinking lines incl.

Set up for Czech nymphing. $250

4 Scientific Anglers System2 89M size, reel + 2 spare spools $200

Floating + 1 sinking line incl.

5 Scientific Anglers System 2 56L size, reel + 1 spare spool $150

TROUT JIGGING GEAR

1 Floating line incl.

2 no. Shimano Callisto reels with Shimano Catana rods.  $180 each

Enquiries: Dennis Smith de.smith@xtra.co.nz 09 376 3375

All items have been used, i.e. not brand new. S&t = Sleeve & tube incl.

13
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INCREASE YOUR FISHING OPTIONS

| bought this Bucks Bags boat at Bob Marriots in Los Angeles when | was returning
to NZ one time: it was a step up from my rather ancient float tube. It can be
propelled with the oars, with your feet on the footrests at the very front of the frame
(fast mode) or with fins on your stocking foot waders (slow, stealth mode.) Either
way it’s easy to manoeuvre. On each side of the seat is a removable gear bag. The
black thing above the seat bottom is the equivalent of a stripping basket.

| have used the boat on the Auckland, Rotorua and Taupo area lakes as well as in
Nelson, inland Canterbury and the SI west coast. And on parts of the Rangitaiki
River.

Cruising Lake Aniwhenua

L/ My boat varies slightly from that shown insofar as the

@l pontoons are attached differently.
The assembled dimensions are 2.4 x 1.4m. The frame
® and oars can be disassembled, the seat back folded
&% down and the pontoons deflated for transport, so that it
B all fits into a 1.2 x 0.6 x 0.25 vinyl bag. Weight without
£ fishing gear is 21 kg.
Load weight: 160 kg max.
For shortish trips, provided that you drive sensibly, (for example from Lake Aniwhenua
to the Flaxy Lakes) the assembled boat, less appendages, can be roped on to Thule roof
bars.
I’ve used it with a water-ski type life jacket.

Call me if you have any queries:

The plan is to offer it for sale at the February auction, if not sold before, with a reserve of
$500.

Dennis Smith 09 376 3375 027 412 2811 de.smith@xtra.co.nz

14
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REEL LIFE NOVEMBER 2025 - NORTHLAND

Trout Fishing Day
On Saturday 18th October Northland Fish and Game ran a fishing tuition event at Whau
Valley Dam in Whangarei. The event is focused on teaching anglers the methods and
techniques that catch fish in the dam and other waters in Northland. This year was the
second time the event has been run. Attendance was hlgh with almost 50 participants
@S having a try. Trout were caught
on all methods that were
¥ demonstrated (fly, softbait and
¥ bait) which was a good
{ confirmation that the
information and teachings were
effective.

It was great to see so many keen
anglers giving it a go on a
lovely spring morning. Special
thanks to the staff and
gt councilors who supported the
event and made it a success.

Picturesque Puketotara Stream
near Kerikeri.

River And Stream
Conditions
Aside from a period of rain in
late October the rivers and
streams have been running
., clear in the region. Fish
% concentrations have been
" difficult to find at times so it
pays to move around within the catchment you are fishing to get onto areas that are holding
fish. With the clear water and warm temperatures trout will be starting to look up for food
items like beetles and cicadas — a dry/dropper combo in these conditions is ideal. In turbid
water a spinner or lure will usually get better results but in clear conditions fish will come
a long way for a big fly.
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Fish and Game staff have been out checking access points and looking for new ones in the
Kerikeri area. Two new points of access to the Puketotara Stream have been located and
will be signposted in the coming weeks. The Bay of Islands streams can offer some decent
fishing — see below for some information to help looking to explore these fisheries:

Kerikeri Catchment

Description: Winding streams with wooded banks that run over volcanic bed rock.
Riverbeds can be very bouldery, a wading pole will be a great asset for those looking to
move around in the stream. Fish seem to hold in the pools so these should be fished
carefully. Some streams have great streamside access in the form of tracks, others don’t
and will require some boulder-hopping and scrambling up banks for those who like to cover
ground.

As always, the deadliest lures will be veltics, bibbed minnows and soft plastics, in that
order. For fly anglers a streamer like a rabbit stripped across a pool is an option. A nymph
suspended under a big dry fly like a large royal wulff, a blowfly pattern or a cicada will be
a good bet as well.

Access points:

Kerikeri River

Rainbow falls - upstream and downstream along walking tracks

SH10 Waipapa - upstream and downstream along walking tracks

Puketotara Stream

SH10 bridge at Waipapa - upstream

Blue Gum Lane — follow grass strip from parking area to stream

Riverbank Drive — Walk through reserve at cul de sac to rivers edge. Esplanade reserve
follows the stream upstream for 700m

Golf course Road, upstream and downstream.

Regulation Changes

No changes to the regulations this season. All our waters are open year-round to all
permitted methods.

All river and streams, methods - FSB, Limit - 2 fish

Stocked reservoirs, methods - FSB, Limit - 3 fish

We Need Your Help!!
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Northland Angler Shen Ho with a rainbow from the Kaihu River.

If you catch a trout in Northland can you please weigh and measure the fish. Then email
that information along with the location and fin clips (if any)
to northland@fishandgame.org.nz This will give us useful information on the health of the
fishery. Don’t worry we will keep your prized spot secret. Any fish catch data submitted
will go into the draw for a whole season licence for the 2026-2027 season.

17
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Take The Family Fishing

The new season commenced on Saturday 1st October 2025. The family licence is by far
the best value for money licence on offer. A family licence can be made up of two parents
or grandparents and up to four of their children or grandchildren under the age of 18. This
licence can also be used anywhere in NZ, except the Lake Taupo fishery.

For more information about the new seasons licences check out our
website: www.fishandgame.org.nz

REEL LIFE NOVEMBER 2025 - AUCKLAND WAIKATO

Perch In Karapiro
Earlier this month, Tokoroa angler
2 John Carey informed
~ Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game
staff he had caught an adult perch in
Lake Karapiro. Staff set nets in the
o lake to determine if the population
B8 was established and captured five
{ adult perch, one rudd, and a large
rainbow trout near Horahora. A
second angler called to inform staff
MW he had caught 21 perch from the
@ boat ramps on HW1 at Lake
S Karapiro.

There is no way of knowing how
perch got into Lake Karapiro, but
the lake has a long history of
intentional and accidental
introductions. In 2016 and 2019,
workers at  Karapiro Dam
reportedly opened a passage
through the dam from the

: : : downstream  end,  completed
maintenance, and then closed the passage. The process was repeated from the top of the
dam, potentially allowing fish to pass through the dam into Lake Karapiro. During the 2019
maintenance, workers reported seeing koi cap in the passage when it was opened. After the

18
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2019 event, a boat electrofishing study was conducted at Lake Karapiro, and an adult koi
carp was captured near the dam, indicating fish may have been able to pass the dam through
the open tunnel during one or both of the maintenance operations (Hicks et al., 2019). In
2020, a biologist spotted a single perch in Lake Karapiro at Horahora. Fish & Game and
DOC staff set nets and snorkelled the area but did not detect perch at the time.

Whakapapa Comp Weekend Of Dec 6

Sport Fly Fishing New Zealand will be holding a competition on the Whakapapa on
December 6th and 7th. The competition will cover most of the easily accessible water, but
there will not be any beats in the fly fishing-only water upriver of Owhango or at the mouth
of the river. The Whakapapa will not be closed to fishing during the competition, but
anglers should just be aware of the event. The Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game Council
allows only one competition on a river each year and requires the water temperature to be
below 19°C.

Do You Know Where The New Fly-Only Areas Are?

The fishing regulations for the 2025/26 season have changed so please be patient with other
anglers. If you do see someone breaking the new rules, feel free to give them a polite
reminder but please be kind. The changes to the fly fishing only areas have caused some
confusion. The fly fishing only area on the Whakapapa River has been extended
downstream to include 9 km of additional water that begins 1 km above the Ohinetonga
Road Bridge (42 Traverse). The new fly fishing only area is signposted on the track (see
map). The Whakapapa fly-fishing-only area was due to a 266% increase in fishing pressure
over the last 20 years. The spin and fly area on the Kaniwhaniwha has also been moved
upriver to the Quarry Road bridge to allow for some quality spin fishing water in the
Hamilton area (see map).
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}Spin and Fly

: F\GI km above 42

Whakapapa Map
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Kani Map

Tutorial Videos For The New Fishing Access Map Online Now.

To help anglers understand all the features of our new fishing access map (available online
at https://fishandgameaccessmap.org/) we have created three videos that go through some
of the key features. We hope the new access map makes it easier to understand the
regulations and plan your next fishing trip.

Click below to view the videos on our Facebook page.

If you have any feedback or questions, please contact bjarvis-child@fishandgame.org.nz
Select on the images below to view the video.
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REEL LIFE NOVEMBER 2025 — EASTERN

Warming Conditions
Bring Opportunity
Although it’s currently
chucking it down here in
Rotorua, the weather is
generally on the improve,
and we are seeing water
temperatures gradually rise
throughout the region. With
this ‘summering’ comes
increased fish-catching
activity and the potential to
enjoy some great sport.

Image above: Ryan
Sherburn, with a little help
from his grandad, enjoying
an evening on one of the
Rotorua lakes.

All of the Rotorua lakes are firing, and we are receiving reports of good catches of healthy,
fat fish. Rotoiti, Tarawera and Okataina, the region’s big lakes, continue to produce the
quality of fish we saw last season. Many of the 2+ year old hatchery fish are tipping the
scales at well over 2.5kg and this promises great things for summer and the winter of 2026.

Surface temps on the Rotorua lakes are currently sitting at around 17 or 18 degrees and this
sees rainbows spread nicely throughout the water column. A scan of the fish finder shows
fish spread nicely from the surface all the way to the bottom in 30 or 40m of water. This
means all methods, from surface casting smelt flies to jigging and softbaiting, or deep
trolling will produce good fish.

Fish at depth can be targeted by jigging and trolling while fish smashing smelt on the
surface can be caught with spinning or fly fishing gear. Jigging has been working well
around the 25m mark and softbaiting is a good option when the fish are being picky,
following flies and nibbling at tails. If you like to troll, this is a great time of year to shallow
troll with mono rigs, a Tassie and a smelt fly, or take off the Tassie and just troll a fly. The
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absolute best time of day to do this is the first couple of hours of light and it can be very
exciting fishing.

By mid December, expect change in water temperatures when we’ll see the first signs of a
thermocline forming, usually about the 15m mark. Fish will continue to be found at all
depths, but feeding fish will begin to school-up and target smelt between 15 and 20m.
December is one of the very best months to catch fish around the Rotorua lakes, so plan
your pre-xmas weekend trip now!

Good Fish Are To Be Had
At Depth

If you are new to boat
angling, and want to learn
more about this  stuff,
consider booking a spot in
our Boat Fishing How-to, on
Saturday, January 10th 2026.
It’s a beginner's guide to
learning about things like the
| thermocline, smelt and trout
behavior, all of the methods
of catching fish on lakes, tips
| on targeting fish, lure
¢ selection,  fish  finders,
rigging your gear and even
boning and smoking your
catch. It’s free, but spots are
limited. Get more
information  and  book

by clicking here.
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https://www.fishandgame.org.nz/freshwater-fishing-in-new-zealand/follow-the-fish/fishing-news/boat-fishing-how-to-free-trout-fishing-tuition/

The Boat Fishing for T‘rout How-to will be held in January 2026

Gold Clam Found In Taranaki

An incursion of the invasive Gold Clam (Corbicula) has been discovered at Lake
Rotomanu, Taranaki Region. This is a stark reminder to us all about the need to ensure we
clean our boating and fishing equipment between catchments. Details of how to do this can
be done is shown on the MPI website here.

Whio And Chicks

It’s not uncommon at this time of year to bump into Whio with young on our rivers and
streams of the region, which can be a real treat. If they have chicks, give them plenty of
space and try not to disturb them.
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https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/exotic-pests-and-diseases-in-new-zealand/long-term-biosecurity-management-programmes/exotic-freshwater-clams-corbicula
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Don’t Forget To CCD!

The new season is a good time to remind everyone of our need to Check, Clean and Dry
gear between waterways. Pest organisms are sadly on the increase and the precious
resource we all love is at risk. Please remember to CCD between your fishing trips, follow
the instructions of the Regional Councils and MPI.

Datawatch Tagged Trout
Tagged trout can now be entered online. Entries go into the draw to win one of 10 free
whole-season fishing licences: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6

Eastern Region Fishing Diaries — All Lakes And Streams

Fill in your fishing diaries here to help us manage the Eastern Fish & Game region.
Participants go in the draw to win a $100 voucher from
Kilwell: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QRSD7D3

Disclaimer:
The information presented in these news items is based on the context and regulations in
place at the time of publication. Please note that some articles may include reference to
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laws and regulatory standards that have since changed. For the most current and accurate
information please check our Fishing Licenses & Regulations pages or our Hunting
Licenses & Requlations pages.

BOAT FISHING “HOW TO” — FREE TROUT FISHING TUITION
Eastern Fishand Game

Do the trout keep outsmarting you?
Join Eastern Fish & Game for a FREE hands-on Boat Fishing “How To” talk and

demonstration!

Learn the essentials of successful trout fishing from a boat — understanding trout
behaviour, habitats, and seasonal feeding patterns. We’ll cover all the key techniques and
tackle setups, including trolling, jigging, spinning, and soft baiting. You’ll also pick up
expert tips on finding fish, using your fish finder effectively, and enticing bites even when
trout are fussy.

This beginner-friendly session is designed to help you catch more fish and gain confidence
on the water.
We’ll also show you how to: Prepare and care for your catch
Remove all the bones
Hot-smoke your trout to perfection
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https://www.fishandgame.org.nz/freshwater-fishing-in-new-zealand/fishing-licences-and-regulations/
https://www.fishandgame.org.nz/game-bird-hunting-in-new-zealand/hunting-licences-and-regulations/
https://www.fishandgame.org.nz/game-bird-hunting-in-new-zealand/hunting-licences-and-regulations/

It’s a no-nonsense, non-technical presentation — and best of all, it’s completely FREE.
You don’t need to bring anything — just your enthusiasm!
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When: Saturday, 10th January 2026 — 10:00 am to around 1:30 pm
Where: Eastern Region Fish & Game, 1130 Paradise Valley Rd, Rotorua (The trout
hatchery)

Bookings: Required — [CLICK HERE] to secure your spot (be quick, numbers are
limited!)

More info: msherburn@fishandgame.org.nz

Disclaimer:

The information presented in these news items is based on the context and regulations in
place at the time of publication. Please note that some articles may include reference to
laws and regulatory standards that have since changed. For the most current and accurate
information please check our Fishing Licenses & Regulations pages or our Hunting
Licenses & Regulations pages.
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Daniel with 4.5pds of Turangi Rainbow fun. Photo courtesy of Brett Carter.
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CHECK! CLEAN! DRY!
The following is an email received by the club from Auckland Council.

Kia Ora,

As an organisation that spends time in Auckland freshwater bodies, Auckland Council
would like to update your club/organisation on the invasive freshwater clam (Corbicula
fluminea) in New Zealand and request your help to prevent further spread of the clam.

Invasive Freshwater clam
The invasive freshwater clam (also known as the Asian gold clam or Corbicula) was found
in the Waikato River in May 2023.
Two species of invasive freshwater clams are now known to be present in the North Island:
Corbicula fluminea (commonly known as 'gold clams’) is native to
eastern Asia and is widely established in North and South America, and
Europe.
Corbicula australis is native to Australia, where it is common and
widely distributed.

These invasive clams are firmly established in the Waikato River. Adult clams are 2-3 cm.
Juvenile larval stages are virtually invisible and disperse widely on river currents and can
attach and survive on wet equipment (boats, wetsuits) moved from an infected waterbody.
They are prolific breeders (each clam can produce up to 400 larvae a day). They quickly
form large populations, blocking infrastructure such as hydro power sites and water
treatment plants. These clams are filter feeders and could compete for food and space with
native species such as freshwater mussels, kakahi.

Overseas, this clam has proved difficult to control and eradication has never been achieved
in large waterbodies. Increasing awareness to help reduce the risk of spread into the
Auckland region is the key action we can take to protect high value waterbodies. Auckland
Council is assisting Biosecurity New Zealand by contacting stakeholders that spend time
in freshwater to help build this awareness.

Where has it been found in New Zealand?

Surveillance following the original detection, found Corbicula flumenia had invaded the
Waikato River from Whakamaru Dam (near Mangakino) to Port Waikato. In November
2025 corbicula was confirmed in Lake Rotomanu in Taranaki Region which indicates that
it is easily transferred between waterways and regions.
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Corbicula australis was found at the Taupo Aqua park; a small, manmade pond near
Wairakei.

Help stop the spread.
Boats, trailers and any gear moving between waterbodies especially the Waikato River can
spread the clam or its larvae.

If you fish, boat or row on the Waikato River it is important to Check Clean and Dry your
boat and gear to prevent the spread of the invasive freshwater clam to new waterbodies.
Follow these steps before moving to another location at a river or lake:

CHECK CLEAN DRY
Check — for what is visible
Remove any plant matter, mud or visible clams from your gear and
leave it at the river or lake bank, or put it in the rubbish.

Drain all river or lake water from your boat and gear.

Clean — for what is not visible

Blast your gear and craft with tap water onto grass, not into a stormwater system or drain.
For absorbent materials, use one of these treatments and refer to the manufacturer’s
instructions if needed:

Soak in hot tap water (50°C to 55°C) for at least 5 minutes, or
Soak in 5% bleach solution (5-litre mix = 250ml bleach in 4.75 litres
water) for an hour, or

Freeze till solid (overnight), or

Soak in salt solution at 100ppt (parts per thousand) (5-litre mix = 5009
salt in 5 litres warm water) for 4 hours.

For a full list of approved treatments, including options for situations

where none of the above is suitable, refer to Treatment options
Dry —to be sure

Gear: allow gear to dry to touch, inside and out, then leave it to dry for
at least 48 hours (2 days) before using again.

Watercraft: dry areas inside the watercraft where water has pooled, for
example with an old towel, and then leave the craft to dry for at least 48
hours (2 days). The hull of a watercraft will dry when towed.
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https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/68124-Full-list-of-cleaning-treatment-options-for-gear-made-of-absorbent-material

These 'Check Clean Dry' steps will also help stop the spread of other freshwater pest
species.

If you think you have seen the invasive freshwater clam outside of the known areas, please
contact Biosecurity New Zealand on 0800 809 966 or complete an online reporting form
at report.mpi.govt.nz

For further information on the invasive freshwater clam please check out the Biosecurity
New Zealand website. Or contact Auckland Council at pestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

FISHING FUNNIES

| don't understand,

after so many budget cuts,
why don't we move faster?
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CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .

FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-
fishing dating service...

Name Availability Contact Details
Ron Blair Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Graham Carter Lives in Hamilton, keen on 021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips. 07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham Has 12’ Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer Home 09 420 3120
weekdays. email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Gary Bolstad Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even Mobile 022 379 3070

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish & gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.
Derek Robinson Retired available most times keen to do Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things. Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com

BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES

Winning fish will be determined by weight.

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.

Details to be provided to any committee member.

Competition period April 1% to March 31% . Prize awarded at AGM in April.
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Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter.

NSFF CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING COMPETITION RULES

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1%t April in one year to 31% March in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz

(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)
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MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??

In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights — what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.

Thank you - Your committee

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE

Cap — $15.00 Inclusive of GST

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please place an order at Club Nights.

Meetings held the 3" Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE
Club Patron — Dave McLellan

President - Dave Symes 486-6257 Takapuna president@nsff.org.nz
Secretary - Mike Martindale 020 445 4337 Takapuna secretary@nsff.org.nz
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925006 Glenfield treasurer@nsff.org.nz
Magazine - Duncan Frew 021 648 956 Torbay iconpromote@gmail.com
Committee — Allen French 021 1018 838 Birkdale a_bfrench@hotmail.com
Members  Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

Neil Smit 021 274 5625 West Harbour neil.smit@sew-eurodrive.co.nz

Andrew Todd — 021 124 8004 Takapuna andrewbtodd@hotmail.com

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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